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PREFACE. 

THE  most  material  events  which 
occured  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America  have  been  noted  with 
the  utmost  precision.  Particular  care 
was  taken  by  the  author  to  collect  from 
those  of  his  brother  officers,  who  having 
kept  journals,  memorandums,  and  o- 
ther  papers  or  transactions,  having  any 
affinity  or  allusion  thereto.  Those  with 
his  own  and  some  others,  who  made  ac- 
curate and  true  records,  he  collected 
with  indefatigable  industry ;  with  no 
small  labour  and  pains  he  compiled 
them,  and  now  sends  them  forward  to 
the  public. 

As  for  the  other  transactions  he 
vouches  for  their  authenticity  ;  he  hav- 
ing selected  them  chiefly  from  the  ori- 
ginal official  letters,  orders  and  state 
papers.  All  the  papers,  &c.  which  were 
in  possession  of  general  Edward  Hand, 

were 
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were  put  into  his  hands.  General  Hand 
being  the  last  adjutant  general  in  the 
American  army,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
accepting  that  office,  was  put  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  general  orders,  papers, 
&c.  relative  thereto,  from  the  time  of  the 
appointment  of  general  Horatio  Gates, 
who  was  the  first  adjutant  general. 

Many  of  the  actors  in  the  scenes 
described  in  the  following  sheets,  are 
yet  among  the  living ;  the  author  appeals 
to  them  for  the  truth  of  his  assertions. 
With  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  con- 
tempt he  would  disdain  setting  forth 
any  thing  but  the  truth  ;  well  aware  this 
history  will  be  preserved  among  every 
civilized  nation,  and  that  implicit  faith 
will  be  placed  thereon.  He  feels  a  sa- 
tisfaction in  leaving  so  valuable  a  lega- 
cy, which  must  not  only  at  present,  but 
in  future  times  also,  be  interesting  to 
mankind, 
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THE  ground  of  the  controverfy  between  Great: 
Britain  and  her  colonics,  was  canvaiTed  in  every  compa- 
ny. The  more  the  Americans  read,  reafoned,  and  con- 
verfed  on  the  fubjecl:,  the  more  were  tbey  convinced 
of  their  right  to  the  exclufive  difpofal  of  their  property. 
They  were  as  ftrongly  convinced  of  their  right  to  re- 
fufe  and  relift  parliamentary  taxation,  as  the  ruling  pow- 
ers  of  Great  Britain,  of  their  right  to  demand  and  en- 
force their  fubmiffion  to  it.  An  impolitic  feheme  was 
concerted  between  the  Britilh  miniflry  and  the  E*ft 
India  company,  which  placed  the  claims  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  of  her  colonies  in  hofiile  array  againft  each  o- 
ther.  On  the  10th  of  May,  1773,  a  bill  paiTed  into  an 
a&  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  for  enabling  the 
Eafl  India  company  to  export  their  own  teas.  la  con- 
fequence  of  the  powers  veiled  i/i  tha  company  ;  they 
came  to  a  refolurion  of  fending  fix  hundred  chefls  of 
tea  to  Philadelphia,  the  like  quantity  to  New  Yorkaai 
Bofton,  and  alfo  to  other  places  in  fame  of  the  differ 
ent  colonies.  Wkile  the  bill  for  allowing  the  Eaft  In- 
dia company  to  export  it  was  in  parliament  ;  letter* 
Vol.  I.  A  fc*3 
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from  Britain  insinuated  into  the  minds  of  the  colon  ids, 
that  a  plan  was  laid  to  bring  them  into  a  inare  ;  that  a 
noble  refinance  on  this  occafion  would  free  them  from 
the  flavery  intended  for  them  ;  that  if  this  opportunity 
was  loft  they  never  would  have  another  ;  and  that  if 
they  lufFered  the  fhips  to  land  the  tea  and  the  duty  to 
be  paid,  they  would  rivit  their  own  chains. 

As  the  time  approached  when  the  arrival  of  the  tea 
fhips  might  foon  be  expefttd  in  America.  Meafures 
were  adopted  as  feemed  mod  likely  to  prevent  the 
landing  oi  their  cargoes.  The  inhabitants  of  Philadel- 
phia, en  the  i3;.h  day  of  O&ober  1773,  entered  into  the 
following  refolutions. 

1  ft?  That  the  difpofal  of  their  own  property  is  the 
inherent  tight  of  freemen  ;  that  there  can  be  no  proper* 
*ty  in  that  which  another  can,  of  right,  take  from.us  with- 
out our  confent ;  that  the  claim  of  parliament  to  tax  A- 
merica,  is  in  other  words,  a  claim  of  right,  to  levy  con- 
£r    a- ions  on  us  at  pleafure. 

2d,  That  the  duty  impofed  by  parliament  upon  tea 
landed  in  America,  is  a  tax  on  the  Americans,  or  levy- 
ing contributions  on  them  without  their  cWfent, 

3d.  That  theexprefs  purpofe  for  which  the  tax  is 
levied  en  the  Americans,— namely,  for  the  fupport  of 
government,  adminifiration  of  juftice,  and  defence  oi 
his  majeftyjs  dominions  in  America,  has  a  direcl  ten- 
dency to  render  affemblies  ufelefs  and  to  introduce  ar- 
bitrary government  and  flavery. 

4th.  That  a  virtuous  and  Ready  opposition  Co  this 
xninillcrialplan  of  governing  America,  is  abfolutely  ne« 
ccilary  to  prefervi  eve:;  the   fhadow  of  liberty,  and  is  a 

duty 

*  -  i  i     * 
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duty  which  'recrnan  U 

try,  to  hirofelr,  and  to  his  pa 

5th.  That  the  refolution  lately    entered 
E  ft  lucha  company,  to  fend  out  their  tea  to  America, 
fubjecl  to    the  payment  of  duties  on    i:s    being    landed 
here,  is  an  open  attempt  to  enforce  this  minitttrial  plan, 
and  a  violent  attack  upon  the  liberties  of  America. 

6th.  That  it  if  the    duty  of  every  American  to  op- 
pofe  this  attempt. 

7th.  That  whoever  fin  11  directly  or  indiiecT  , 
countenance  this  attempt,  or  in  ary  wife  aid  or  abet 
unloading,  receiving  cr  vending  the  tea  fenr,  o;  to  be 
feilt  out  by  the  Eaft  India  company,  while  it  remains 
fuhj'jQ  to  the  payment  of  a  duty  here,  is  an  enemy  to 
his  country. 

8th.  That  a   committee   be  immediately   cholen  to 
wait  on  thofe  gentlemen,  who,  it    is    repciLcd,  are  ap- 
pointed by   the    Eaft  India    company,    to  receive  and 
fell  faid  tea,  and  requcil    them   irum  a   regard   to  their 
own  character  and  the  peace  and  ^ood  order  of   the  city 
and  province,  immediately  to  reu^n  their  appcintmenr. 
The  committee  fixed   upon,  waited  on  the  gentle* 
men,  reported  to  bs  appointed  to  receive  and   fell   the 
tea,    «.::d  requefted  th;.m  to  refign    their    appointment. 
MelTrs.  Whartons  and  Brown,    immediately  complied 
without  any  hefitatlon,  or  making   the  lead  difficulty  ; 
within  three  dajs  the  whole  ni$m!nr  refined,  but  with 
much  relu&ance,  and  giving  evafive  and   equivocating 
anfwers;  and  not  untiltbe  treatment  they  experienced, 
on   appearing    at   the   corree-beuk,    which   convinced 
#m$#m  V  was  net  iau;  trifliag  with  she  pu&k  opinion. 
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In  New  York  popular  vengeance  was  denounced  a- 
gainfl  all  who  would  contribute  in  any  meafure,  to  for- 
ward the  views  of  the  Eaft  India  company.  When 
feaptain  Ifaac  Sears,  and  captain  M'Dougal,  heard  that 
the  EaR  India  company,  had  come  to  a  refolution  of 
fending  the  tea  to  New  York;  they  concluded  that  an 
oppofition  to  it  was  rieceffary.  They  contrived  to  call 
together  a  tew  tea  frmiglers,  merchants,  and  fome  of  the 
fpns  of  iiberty  •  aiter  uniting  them,  and  the  mode  to  be 
purfned  was  3ete rmined  on,  it  was  agreed  that  captain 
M'Dcugal,  mould  write  agaiaft  the  intention  of  intro- 
ducing and  fending  the  tea  agreeable  to  the  minifterial 
plan,  but  mould  remain  concealed  as  the  author. 

Soon  after  periodical  publications  appeared,  tend* 
ing  to  fpread  and  increafe  the  alarm  of  imminent  dan- 
ger to  the  liberties  ot  the  country.  On  the  5th  day  of 
Islovember  a  handbill  was  circulated,  addreffed  to  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  commerce,  calculated  to  raife  in- 
dignation and  refentment  again!!  all  fuch  who  were  en- 
couragers  of  the  tea  act.  On  the  8th  dzy  of  November 
feveral  written  papers  were  fluck  up  at  the  coffee* 
houie  and  other  public  places  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
threatening  deltru&ion  to  fuch  perfon  who  fhould  ac- 
cept acommiflion,  or  in  any  wife  be  an  acceflary,  for 
the  fale  of  the  fail  India  companies  teas.  On  the  18th 
day  of  November  a  piece  was  published  figned  Legion% 
<addre!led  to  the  pilots  of  the.  port,  and  ail  others  whom 
it  might  concern,  directing  them  how  to  proceed  to- 
wards any  tea  Slip,  aad  requiring  them  at  their  peril, 

to 
*  Colonel  B?.rre  in  his  fpeech  In  the  houfe  of  common^ 
March  1764  called  the  Americans*  "  Sons  of  liberty/' 
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tobrin^  her  no  farther  than  the  Hook.      Another  piece 
arcd  wr  :rc  The   Mohawks.     In   it  was 

repretanted,  that  the  tc^  (hip  was  laden  with  fetters  fcrg. 
ed  lor  them  in  Gre^t  Britain ;  anal  threatening  evciy 
vengeance  againll  ail  perloDS,  who  dare  in  any  way  or 
n.auner  connive  cr  contribute  to  the  intiodu&ion  of 
thefe  chains. 

The  London,  nptain  Chambers,  and  the  tea  (hr* 
both  arrived  on. the  lame  day  in  December,  the  f:iit 
came  up  dirctlly  to  the  wharf,  th«  latter  remained  at 
the  Hook,  and  was  watched  till  (he  returned,  by  a  vtf- 
fel  placed  there  for  the  purpofe,  A  committal  im- 
mediately on  her  arrival  waited  on  the  coufi^nees,  who, 
allured  them,  that  they  would  neither  receive  nor  fell 
the  tea,  as  it  came  liable  to  an  American  duty.  Capt. 
Chambers  on  a  private  account,  ventured  to  bring  fe- 
venteen  chefts,  which  were  tsken  and  thrown  overboard 
into  the  karbour.  Captain  Sears,  and  five  others  pro- 
vided themfclves  with  combufiibles  for  burning  the 
companies  (hip,  in  cafe  (he  came  to  the  wharf ;  which 
would  probably  have  been  effected  had  (ha  attempted 
it,  as  they  were  fully  determined  thereon.  At  Charles- 
ton South  Carolina,  the  tea  which  arrived  there  was 
unloaded,  and  ftored  in  cellar*  where  it  could  not  be 
ufad,  and  confequently  would  finally  perifh. 

The  tea  conlignees  appointed  by  the  Eaft  India 
company  were  in  mo  ft  places  compelled  to  relinquish 
their  appointmeats,  and  to  enter  into  engagements  not  to 
a&  in  that  capacity  5  and  no  others  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  aQ  in  their  Head.  The  captains  of  the  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  (hips,  being  apprized  of  the  de- 
termined 
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fcTiined  resolution  of  the  people,  at-rl  fairing  t£e  con* 
fequences  oflandirp;  a  commodity,  charged  with  an  o- 
dious  duty,  in  violation  of  their  declared    public    fenti- 

its,  concluded  upon  returning  direclly  to  Great 
Britain,  without  entangling  themfelyes  by  making  any 
entry  at  the  cuftom  houfes. 

In  Miflachufefts  it  was  otherwife,  the  tea  flilpj 
dcOgned  for  the  fupply  of  B~fto:i,  were  configncd  to 
the  tons,  coufins,  and  particular  friends  of  governor 
Hutchinfon.  On  the  3  J  day  of  N  jvember  fome  hun- 
dreds of  the  Tons  of  liberty  of  Bofton,  and  the  neigh* 
bousing  towns,  met  at  Liberty  Tree,  agreeable  to  a  ijojtie 
licaticn,  "  for  to  hear  the  cor-iignees  rehgn  dnd  (wear 
that  they  will  remip  any  teas,  that  mriy  by  the  Earl  In* 
cb  company  be  afEgfud  to  them/'  The  confignees 
were  not  terrified  into  an  appearance  at  the  place 
propofcd  ;  but  met  together  ai  the  [lore  of  Mr.  Clv-ik, 
whov.^3  ore  of  them.  The  IT  m^ly  appointed  a  corn* 
mittee  to  wait  upon  them  with  f'  (o    which 

they  paid  no  regard.      Several  c  s,  whQ 

followed  thg  committee  as   (  reed 

open  the  doors  of  the  (lore  houfe,  and  then  attempted 
to  get  up  (lairs  into  the  cornptija  5  .  b\~t  were  ekiyejj 

back.  On  the  g*h  day  oi  November,  a  town  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  and  oilier  inhabitants  was  calied,  4- 
large  number  collected,  ?  e ed  to  adopt  the  refjolves 

o;  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia.  They  choL  a  com- 
mittee 10  wait  upon  the  cojifigjaeea,  who  reluied  to  com- 
fAy  witii  the  requeft  of  the  town.  Seme  of  the  fons 
01  Lberty,  feaiful  matte- ;s  were  too  Gtrenuous  and  pufh- 
ed  too  far,  lead  the  town  and  then  the  colony,    mould 

be 
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be  drawn  into  a  quarrel  with  Great  Britain.  To  them 
it  was  bid,  •'  It  nuil  co.rc  to  a  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain  and  the  colony  fooner  or  later,  and  if  fo,  whal 
can  be  a  better  *hhe  than  the  prefent.  Hundreds  of 
years  m;:  away  before  th$    parliament    will  in Ae 

fuch  a  rmmbei  of  ads  in  violation  of  the  Britifh  confV- 
tution  as  it  lias  done  of  late  years,  and  by  which  it  I. as 
excited  fo  formidtble  an  oppoh  m  *0  fch«  m-afures  of 
miniflry.      BefcdeB  t    \bt    COB  sft  is   delayed, 

more  adimniftfraWMi  will  be  ilrc  I     Do  not 

obftrvCj  ment  at  home  are  inching 

r  patty  here,  by  fending  over  ypang  fellowi  to  en. 
joy  appointments,   who   ir  ■  cur  firlt   families, 

^hdfo  weaken  fhcoppofitkm?  By  foch  means,  and 
by  muliipl)  in- pous  an  ■    tod    giviilg  them    to 

tfceir  own  friends  or  appl;  •   corruption 

[fts,  they'wi  their  own  force 

r  in  pre:  ,  than  the  fei  -ry  party 

will  mcreafe  by-  ion.     If  then  v.  quarrel 

before  v  *°w  ®  *•    mof* 

eligible  \  .     Our  c  '■- .;  we  nraft 

venturc  s  we  do,  wo  -Tiiail  be  difcarded  by 

the  ions  of  li  -  affiftance 

we  may  exp«a  uron  emergencies,  in  cafe  they  find  us 
ktu&y,  reiblute  and  faithfal. 

Mr.  Themes    h  Philadelphia  who  hav- 

ing been  at  Bollon  when  the  teas  were  expected,  put 
it  to  the  fans  of  liberty,  "  will  you  engage  that  they 
fhall  noj;  be  landed  ?  If  fo,  I  will  anfwer  for  Philadel- 
phia," They  pledged  their  honor  they  ihouid  not  ba 
landed. 
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On  the  18th  clay  of  November  another  town  meeting 
was  called,  and  a  new  committee  chofen  to  waU  upoa 
the  confignees,  to  know  whether  they  would  refign, 
when  it  was  put  to  them  they  anfwared,  "  That  it  was 
out  of  their  power  to  comply  with  the  requefl  of  tha 
town/'  On  the  ig-h  day  of  November  governor 
Hutchinfon,  convened  a  council  to  advife  upon  mea- 
fures  for  preferving  the  peace,  and  for  fupporting  the 
authority  of  government.  While  the  council  was  de- 
bating, a  petition  from  the  tea  confignees  was  prefeni«d, 
praying  leave  to  refign  themfelves  and  the  property 
committed  to  them,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and 
their  honors.  The  council  after  conliderable  debate 
declined  to  comply  with  tha  petition,  and  advifed  the 
governor  to  renew  his  orders  to  the  juftices,  &c.  to  exert 
themfelves  for  the  fecurity  of  his  majefly's  fubjects,  the 
prefer  vat  ion  of  peace  and  good  order,  &c. 

On  the  28th  day  of  November  Captain  Hall  in  the 
Dartmouth,  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  caftle,  having 
on  board  one  hundred  and  fourteen  chefts  of  tea,  pre- 
vious to  which  the  confignees  removed  to  the  caftle  for 
perfonal  fafety.  On  the  29th  d^y  of  November  a  no- 
tificationwas  pofted  upin  many  parts  of  the  town,  for 
every  friend  to  his  country  to  attend  at  nine  ocloek  at 
Fancail-Hall,  to  make  united  refinance  to  th-4  moft 
destructive  meafure  of  adminiftration.  On  the  fame 
day  the  Dartmouth  came  into  the  harbour.  On  the 
30th  day  of  November,  the  fons  of  liberty  at  Boflon 
and  of  the  neighbouring  towns  aftembled  again  at 
Faneuii-Hal),  but  being  two  fmall  to  eontain  them 
they  adjourned  to  the  Old  South  Meeting- Houfe,  and 

there 
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there    determined     by    voting,     "  That  the   tea    fhall 
not  be  landed,  that  no  duty  (ball    be  paid,  ivnd    that   it 
ih  ill  be  lent  back  in  t!ie  fame  bottom."     They  alio  vot- 
ed, "  That  Mr.  Rotch,  the  o^vner  of  the  veilel,  be  di- 
rected not  to  enter  the  tea  at  his  peril,  and  t)  at   captain 
Hall  be  informed,  and  at  his  peril  not  to    fufLr  any    of 
the  tea  to  be  landed."     They   then    appointed  a  guard 
of  twenty  five  men  to  be  a  watch  upon  the  Dartmouth, 
lying  at  Griffin's  wharf.     About  this  time  Mr.    Green* 
leaf  the  fherifTappeared  and  begged  leave  to  read  a  pro- 
clamation from  the  governor,  which  he  was  allowed  to 
do  ;  which  required  them  forthwith  to  difperfr  and  fur? 
ceafe  all  further  proceedings.      When    the    ihetiff    was 
done  reading   the    proclamation;    the    people    mad<   a 
loud  and  general  hi  Is.    They  afterwards  voted,  M  Thai 
captain  Biuce  on  his  arrival,   do    conform  to  the  votes 
lefpecling  Hall's  veilel  ;  that  no  tea  from  Great  Briuin 
be  landed  or  fold  till  the  a&  impaling  the  duty   is    re- 
pealed ;  that  the  captain  of  the  prefent  watch  be  defired 
to  make  out  a  lift  of  the  next    night,  and  fo    on,    until 
the  vefiels  leave  the   harbour;  that  fliould    the    watch 
be  molefted,  the  inhabitants  be  alarmed  by  the   tolling 
of  the  bells  at  night,  and    the    ringing  of   them   in  the 
day  j  that  fix  per  Cons  be  appointed  to  give  notice  to  the 
country  towns,  upon  any  important  occafion  ;    that  cv^ 
cry  veCel  arriving  with  tea  have  a   proper   watcb,    and 
that  their  brethren  in  the  couQtry  be  defired  to   afFord 
their  aOlilance  on  the  firft  notice."     They  then  gave  in* 
fhuclions  to  the  feveral  committees  of  correfpondence 
for  the  town  of  Bollon  and  of  the  adjacent  towns  j  and 
^ifTolved  the  meeting. 

Vol.  I.  B  Th* 
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The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton  and  country 
affembled  again  on  the    16th   day    of    December,  the 
number  fuppofed  to  be  amounted  to  fome   thoufands, 
and  chofe  Mr.    Samuel    Philips    Savage,   Moderator. 
Several  gentlemen  delivered  their  fentiments  freely  up- 
on theprefent  crifis  ;   among  them  Mr.  Jofiah  Quiney 
Junr.  his  to  the  following  purpofe,  "  It  is  not  Mf,  Mo- 
derator, the  fpirit   that  vapours  within  thefe  walls  that 
muft  fland  us  in  (lead.     The  exertions  of  this  day  will 
call  forth  events,  which  will  make  a  very  different  fpirit 
neceflary  for  our    falvation. — Whoever    fuppofes,  that 
fhouts  and  hofannas  will  terminate  the  trials  of  the  day, 
entertains  a  childifh  fancy.     We  muft  be  grofsly  igno- 
rant of  the   importance    and   value  of    the  prize   for 
which  we    contend  ;  we  muft  be  equally    ignorant  of 
the  power  of  thofe   who   have  combined    againft    us  ; 
we  muft  be  blind   to    that   malice,  inveteracy,  and  in- 
fatiable    revenge    which  atluate   our    enemies,    public 
and  private,  abroad  and  in  our  bofom,  to  hope  that  we 
feali   end   this   controverfy    without    the    fharpeft  the 

fharpeft  confuds, *to  flatter  our fekes  that   popular 

refolves,  popular  harangues,  popular  acclamations,  and 
popular  vapour,  will  vai  quifh  our  foes.  Let  us  confi- 
der  the  iffue,  Let -us  look  to  the  end.— Let  us  weigh 
and  confidtr,  before  we  advance  to  thofe  mea  Cures 
which  muft  bring  on  the  moil  trying  and  terrible  ftiu'g- 
glethis  country  ever  faw."  In  the  afternoon  the  qutf- 
tion  was  put,  "  Will  you  abide  by  your  former  refolu- 
tions  with  refpe£t  to  not  fuffcring  the  tea  to  be  landed  ?" 
St  palled  in  the  afhima.ive  nem.  con, 

The 
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The  colle&or  having  previously  refufed   to  give  a 
clearrtnce,  unlefs  the  vetiels  were  difcharged  of  dutiable 
articles.      Some  days  before  this  lad  meeting  of  the  peo- 
ple, captains  Bruce  and  Coffin,  arrived  with  tea  on  the 
Eaft  India  company's  account,  and    their  vellels  were 
ordered  to  Griffin's  wharf,     Mr,  Rotch  was  ordered    tc 
make  a  proteft,  and  procure  a  pafs  for  his    veflel.     He 
waited  upon  the  governor,  who  refufed  to  give  a  pafs  for 
the  veflels,  unlefs  properly  qualified   from  the  cuit^m* 
houfe.      The  governor  likewife  requefted  admiral  Mon- 
tague to  guard  the  paflages  out  of  the  harbour,  and  gave 
orders  to  fuffer  no  vefL-ls,  coaflers  excepted  to  pa( 
fortrefs  from  the  town,  without  a  pafs  figned  by  hin 
From  a  combination  of  thefe  circumflances  the    1 
of  the  tea  vellels  from  Bofton  was  rendered   impo 
About  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening    confiderable    d  i out- 
ing enfued  ;  when  a  perfon  difguifed    like    an    I 
gave  the  war  whoop  in  the  front   gallery.     Upon   this 
tignal  it  was  moved  and  voted  that  the  meeting  be  im- 
mediately diflblved.     The  people  pufhed  out  and   ran 
in  numbers  to   Griffin's  wharf.     About   feventeen  per- 
sons who  were  dreiTed  as  Indians  repaired  to  the    fhips, 
and  in  about  two  hours,  broke  open  three  hundred  and 
forty  two  chelis  of  tea,  and  without  doing  any  other  da- 
mage,  difcharged  their  contents  into  the  water. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  was  on  the  7th  day 
of  March  1774,  communicated  in  a  mefsage  from  his 
majefty,  to  both  houfes  of  parliament.  The  meffage 
was  accompanied  with  a  number  of  papers,  containing 
copies  and  extracts  of  letters,  from  the  feveral  royal  go- 
vernors and  others  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  op- 
position 
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pofition  to  the  fale  of  the  tea  was  not  peculiar  to  Mafsa* 

chufefcts,  but  common  to  ail  the  colonies,  Thefe  papers 

accompanied  with  ^accounts    fetting   forth,  that 

♦nothing  fhorfc  of  parliamentary  interference  was  capable 

0  i  -« flablifhing  order  among  the  turbulent  colonifts, 
and  tl  at  therefore  decifive  meafures  mould  be  immedi- 
Btt  lyadc  pied  ior  fecuring  the  dependence  of  the  colonies. 
On  the  14th  day  of  March  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  b«U,  and  was  finally  passed  on  the  31ft  day  of  March. 
*k  For  the  immediate  removal  of  the  officers  concerned 
in  the  collection  of  the  culloms  from  Bofton,  and  to 
difcontinue  the  landing  and  difcharging,  landing  and 
fnspping  of  goods,  wares  and   merchantdifes  at   Boflon 

01  -within  the  harbour  thereof."  By  which  the  port  of 
Bolton  was  virtually  blocked  an,  for  it  was  legally  pre- 
cluded from  the  privilege  oflanding  and  difcharging,  or 
ot  lading  and  fhipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchantdife. 
Two  other  bills  were  toon  after  brought  in,  which  his 
majefty  alio  gave  his  assent  to  ;  the  firft,  intitled  an  aci, 
loi  "  1  he  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  Ma(- 
iacbofetts  bay,"  By  the  authority  given  to  this  a&,  it 
altered  the  charter  of  the  province.  The  whole  execu- 
tive government  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  trie  nomination  of  all  important  officers  vefted 
in  the  king  or  his  governor*  The  council  heretofore 
1  -jccicd  by  the  general  court;  was  in  future  to  be  appoint- 

v  the  ci own,  and  to  commence  from  the  lfi  day  of 

,uit  1774.     The  governor  by  this  ac"l  was    invefted 

;he  poxver  of  appointing  and  removing  all  judges 

uiior  courts  of  common    pIeas-"CommifTioners 

>>er    and    terminer-- -the  attorney  general- -prove ft 

martial' 
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martial-- jufticet—  fheilfTa,    &c.    jurymen    which   had 
been  before  ele&ed  by  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
thefeveral  towns,  were  to  be  all  fummoned  and  return- 
ed, by  the  fhcrffs  of  the  refpcttive  counties.     The  town 
meetings  which  were  fanclioned  by  the  charter,  were  cx- 
prci:':;,    forbidden  to  be  held    without   the  leave    of  the 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor  in  writing  firft  had  and 
obtained,  exprefling  the  (pectal  buunefs    of  faid   meet- 
in^  ;  and  with  a  farther  reftri&ion,  that  no  matter  mould 
be  treated  of  at  theft  meeting??,  excepting  the  eleQion  of 
public  officers,  and  the    bulinefs  ex  pre  fled  in  the  leave 
mven  by  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor.     The  o* 
ther  bill  was,  "  For  the  impartial  administration  of  juf- 
tice  in  the  cafes  of  perfuns  queflioned  for  any  acls  done 
by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or  for  the  luppref- 
fion  of  riots  and  tumults   in   the    Maffachufcttts    bay/' 
This  bill  provided  by  Law,  that  if  any   perfba   was   in- 
dicted for  murder,  or  for  any  other  capital  offence  com- 
mitted in  aiding  magiflracy,  in  fuppreffmg  tumults  and 
riots,  that  the  governor  might  fend  the  peifon  fo  indict- 
ed to  any  other  colony  or  to  Great  Britain  to   be   tried. 
After  this  bill  was  prefented   by  Lord  North ;    it    was 
oppofed  with  great  vehemence  by  colonel  Barre,    who 
in  his  fpeechupon  the  occasion  commanded  the  attenti- 
on of  the  whole  houfe  ;  towards  the  clcfehe  faid,  "  You 
have  changed  your  ground.      You    are    becoming   the 
aggreflbrs,  and  offering  the  laft  of   human    outrages  to 
the  people  of  America,  by  fubjec:ing  them  in  effect  to 
military  execution.     I flftc ad  of   fending  them    the    o- 
live  branch,  you  have  fent  the  naked  fword.     By  the  o- 
live  branch,- 1  mean  a  repeal  of  all  the  laws,   fruitlefs  to 

you 
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you  and  oppreffive  to  them.  Afk  their  aid  in  a  confti- 
tutional  manner,  and  they  will  give  it  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  ability.  They  never  yet  refufed  it,  when  properly 
required.  Your  journals  bear  the  recorded  acknowledg- 
ments of  zeal  with  which  they  have  contributed  to  the 
general  neceflities  of  the  flate:  What  madnefs  is  it  that 
prompts  you  to  attempt  obtaining  that  by  force,  which 
you  may  more  certainly  procure  by  requisition.  They 
may  be  flattered  into  any  thing,  but  they  are  too  much  like 
yourfelves  to  be  driven.  Have  fome  indulgence  tor  vour 
own  likenefs  ;  refpect  their  flurdy  Englifh  virtue ;  re- 
tract your  odious  exertions  of  authority  ;  and  remember 
that  the  firft  flep  towards  making  them  contribute  to 
your  wants,  is  to  reconcile  them  to  your  government." 

The  parliament  before  they  completed  their  fefllon 
alfo  palled  an  act,  "  For  making  more  effectual  provi- 
sion for  the  government  of  the  province  of  Quebec  in 
North  America."  By  this  act  the  government  of  that 
province  was  made  to  extend  fouthward  to  the  Ohio, 
and  weftward  to  the  banks  of  the  Miffiffippi,  and  north* 
ward,  to  the  boundary  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  company. 
By  which  it  was  extended  far  beyond  what  were  fettled 
as  fuch  by  the  King's  proclamtation  of  1763.  The  prin- 
cipal objects  of  the  act  were  to  form  a  legislative  council, 
for  all  the  affairs  of  the  province,  except  taxation,  which 
council,  iliould  be  appointed  by  the  crown  ;  the  office 
to  be  held  during  pleafure,  and  his  majefty's  Canadian 
Roman  Catholic  fubjects  to  be  entitled  to  a  place  there- 
in :  to  eflabiifh  the  French  laws,  and  atrial  without  ju- 
ry in  civil  cafes,  and  the  Englifh  laws,  with  a  trial  by 
jury,  in  criminal  and  to  fecure  to  the  Roman   Catholic 

dergv 
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clergy,  except  the  regulars,  the  legal  enjoyment  of  their 
cftates,  and  their  tythes,  from  all  who  were  of  their  own 
religion. 

On  the  nth  of  February  1774,  the  Maffachufetts 
affembly  refolved,  "  That  Peter  Oliver  hath,  by  his 
conduct,  proved  himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  conflitution 
of  this  province,  and  is  become  juftly  obnoxious  to  the 
good  people  of  it  j  that  he  ought  to  be  removed  from 
the  office  of  chief  juflice  ;  and  that  a  remonflrance  and 
petition  to  the  governor  and  council  for  his  immediate 
removal  be  prepared/' 

On  the  id  of  March  1774,  the  MaffachufetU 
affembly  prepared  articles  of  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors  againftthe  chief  juflicc  Mr.  Oliver  ;  to  pre- 
fent  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  council,  in 
which  they  faid,  "  The  falary,  and  hopes  of  augmen- 
tation mud  have  the  effect  of  a  continual  bribe,  and  cx- 
pofe  him  to  a  violation  of  his  oath.  His  accepting  hath 
betrayed  the  bafenefs  cf  his  heart  and  the  lull;  of  covet- 
oufnefs,  in  breach  of  his  engagements  to  rely  folely  on 
the  grants  of  the  affembly,  RecefTarily  implied  and  in- 
volved in  his  accepting  laid  office.  By  receiving  a 
grant  out  of  the  revenue  unjufUy  extorted  frcm  the 
Amercan  colonies,  he  hath,  as  far  as  lav  in  his  power, 
put  a  fan&ion  on,  and  eftablifhed  the  faij  revenue^, 
counteracted  the  reaionable  petitions  of  the  people  to 
his  majelly,  and  in  dv  fiance  of  the  known  fenfe  of  the 
body  ot  this  people,  hath  wickedly  endeavoured  to  in* 
creafe  ihedifrontent  andjealoufiss  of  this  people  and 
the  grievance  aforementioned. 
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On  the  9th  of  March  1774  the  Massachufetts  aiTem- 
bly,  refolved,  "  that  thehoufe  hare  done  all  that  in  the 
capacity  of  reprefentatives  can  be  done  for  the  removal 
of  Peter  Oliver,  and  it  mufl  be  prefumed,  that  the  go- 
vernor's refilling  to  take  any  meafures  therein,  is  becaufe 
he  alio  receives  his  fupport  from  the  crown." 

General  Gage  arrived  at  Boflon  on  the  13th  day  of 
May  1774,  having  been  appointed  governor  of  Maf- 
fachufetts.  A  commission  daring  pieaiure  palled  the 
great  feal,  granting  to  general  Gage  full  power  and  au- 
thority, where  he  mail  fee  caufe,  to  pardon  and  remit 
all  treafons,  murders,  felonies,  crimes,  and  mifdemean- 
ors  whatsoever,  and  all  fines  or  penalties  whatsoever  in- 
curred in  the  Massachufetts.  General  Gage,  when  he 
landed  on  the  long  wharf,  was  decently  received  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  was  complimented  by  the  council,  the 
gentlemen  in  the  commission  of  the  peace  and  others. 
N'Jtwithftanding  the  people  were  highly  incenfed  at 
the  Button  port  bill  which  arrived  on  the  10th  day  of 
May,  they  paid  the  greateft  refpeci  to  their  new  gover. 
nor. 

On  the  1 4th  day  of  May  there  was  a  numerous  town 
meeting,  and  the  following  vote  passed,  "  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  town,  that  if  the  other  colonies  come 
into  a  joint  refolution  to  flop  all  importation  from  Great 
Britain  and  the  Weft  Indie?,  till  the  aft  for  blocking 
up  this  harbour  be  repealed,  the  fame  will  prove  the 
falvation  of  North  America,  and  her  liberties.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  continue  their  exports,  and  im- 
ports, there  is  high  reafoa  to  fear  that  fraud,  power  and 
the  rnoft  odious  oppression,    will  rife  triumphant  over 

juftice 
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jullire    right,    f»cial    bappinefs,  and   freedom.       And 
mo'covri  thai  thil  vote,  be  tranfmitted  by  the   modera- 
tor toall  our  filler  colonies,  in  the  name  and   behalf  of 
this  town."    Copies  of  this  vote  were  tranfmitted  to  each 
of  the  colonies.      The  fpirked  conduct   of   the    people 
of  B  >flon,in  deftroying  the  tea,  and  the    alarming  pre- 
cedents fet  by    Great   Britain   in  confequence  thereof, 
brought  fubjeSs  into  difcuflion,  with  which  every    pea- 
fant  and    day    labourer   was    concerned.     The    words 
Whigs,  and  Tories,  were  about  this  time  introduced,  as 
the  diflinomfhing  names  of  parties.     By  the    fir  ft,    was 
meant  thofe  who  were  lor  making  a  common  caufe  with 
Bofton,  andfupporting  the  colonies  in  their  oppofition 
to  the  claims  of  parliament.       By  the   laft,    thofe   who 
were  at  leall  fo  far  favourers  of  Great  Britain,  that   they 
wifhed,  either  that  no  meafures  or  only  palliative  ones, 
fhould  be  adopted  in  oppofition  to  her  fchemes. 

When  the  Boflon  port   bill  arrived   at    New- York, 
captains  Sears,  and  M'Dougal,  called  the  people  togeth- 
er by  a  publication.      Fames  were  fo  nearly    balanced 
in  New -York,  that  nothing  was  more  agreed  to  at  this 
meeting  of   the  inhabitants  than  a  recommendation  to 
call  a  congrefs,  which  was  obtained  by  a   majority   of 
one  vote  only,  52  for,  and  51  againil  it. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bolton,  not  only  fent  forwari 
their  public  letter,  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  but 
accompanied  it  with  private  communications  to  indi- 
viduals, in  which  they  ftatsd  ihs  impoffibility  of  their 
Handing  alone,  againft  the  torrent  of  minifterial  ven- 
geance, and  the  indiipenfible  necefsity,  that  the  leading 
colony  of  Pennfylvama  Ihouid  afford  them  its  fuppoifc 
Vol.  I,  C  m& 
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and  countenance.  The  patriots  at  Philadelphia  had  a 
delicate  part  to  act.  The  government  of  the  colony- 
being  proprietary,  a  number  of  officers  connected  with 
tharintereft,  had  much  to  fear  from  convulfions,  and 
nothing  to  expect  from  a  revolution.  A  fiill  greater 
body  of  people  called  Quakers,  denied  the  lawfulnefs 
of  war,  and  therefore  at  their  meeting  on  the  21ft  day  of 
May,  when  there  were  about  three  hundred  citizens 
met,  urged  nothing  decifive,  contenting  themfelves  with 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  limply  on  the  pro- 
priety of  fending  an  aniVer  to  the  public  letter  from 
Boflon.  This  was  univerfallv  aooroved.  Their  letter 
was  temperate  and  firm.  "  They  acknowledged  the 
difficulty  of  offering  advice  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
Sympathized  with  the  people  of  Boflon  in  their  diftrefs, 
and  obferved  that  all  lenient  meafures,  for  their  relief, 
mould  be  firfl  tried.  That  if  the  making  restitution 
for  the  tea  deftroyed  would  put  an  end  to  the  unhappy 
controverfy,  and  leave  the  people  of  Boflon  upon  their 
ancient  footing  of  conflitutional  liberty,  it  could  not  ad- 
mit of  a  doubt  what  part  they  mould  act.  But  that  it 
was  not  the  value  of  the  tea,  it  was  the  indefeaflble 
right  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money,  which 
was  the  matter  in  consideration.  That  it  was  the  com- 
mon caufe  ot  America,  and  therefore  Decenary  in  their 
opinion,  that  a  congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  co- 
lonies mould  be  convened  to  devife  means  for  reftoring 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  and 
■  preventing  matters  from  coming  to  extremities.  Till 
this  could  be  brought  about,  they  earneflly  recommend- 
ed JfirmnefSf  prudence  and  moderation  to  the  immediate 

f  offerer* 
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fufferers  alluring  them  that  the  people  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  would  continue  to  evince  a  firm  adherence  to  the, 
caufe  of  American  liberty. **  A  fubfcription  was  fet  on 
foot  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  fupport  of  fuch  poor  inha- 
bitants of  Bofton,  as  fhould  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  by  the  operation  of  the  port  a£.  On  the 
ift  day  of  June  near  nine  tenths  of  the  people  of  Phila- 
delphia (hut  up  their  houfes,  and  the  bells  were  wrung 
muffled  all  the  day.  In  many  other  places  it  was  ob- 
ferved  as  a  day  of  mourning. 

The  MaiTachufetts  general  court  met  at  Bofton  on 
the  25th  day  of  May,  many  of  the  inhabitants  wereap- 
prehenfive  that  it  would  be  the  laft  of  the  kind,  the  man- 
ner of  the  election  day  was  carried  on  as  ufual ;  but  go- 
vernor Gage,  negatived  thirteen  of  the  new  elected  coun- 
fellors,  and  gave  the  court  notice  of  their  removal  to  Sa- 
lem  on  the  1  ft  of  June,  in  purfuance  of  the  aft.  He  af- 
terwards adjourned  it  to  the  7th  day  of  June,  then  to 
meet  at  Salem.  At  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  on  the  ill 
day  of  June,  all  bufinefs  was  ended  at  the  cuftom  houfe 
in  Bofton,  and  the  harbour  (hut  up  againft  all  vessels 
bound  thither;  and  after  the  14th  day  of  June  none 
were  to  be  allowed  to  depart.  The  Massachusetts  gen- 
eral court  met  at  Salem  on  the  7th  day  of  June  ac- 
cording to  adjournment,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
confider  and  report  the  ftaie  of  the  province.  The 
popular  leaders  took  the  fenfe  of  the  members  in  a  pri- 
vate way,  and  found  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  carry 
their  fcherne.  But  before  they  entered  upon  the  bu- 
finefs, the  door  keeper  was  ordered  to  let  no  perfoa 
whatfoever  in,  and  no  cne   to  go  out  :  however  a  m:n- 

iftenal 
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ifterial  member,  when  the  bufinefs  opened,  pleaded  a 
call  of  nature,  and  was  permuted  to  go  out.  He 
then  ran  to  give  information  to  the  governor  of  what 
was  doing.  The  fecretary  was  fent  off  to  dissolve  the 
general  court,  but  he  could  get  no  admittance,  the  door 
was  fattened  ;  he  knocked,  but  was  anfwered,  that  the 
houfe  was  upon  very  important  bufinefs,  which  when 
they  had  finifhed  they  would  let  him  in.  He  then  read 
the  proclamation  upon  the  fteps,  and  afterwards  in  the 
council,  thus  dissolving  the  general  court.  The  houfe 
while  fitting  with  their  doors  fhut,  appointed  Thomas 
Cufhing,  Samuel  Adams,  Kobert  Treat  Pain,  James 
Bowdoin,  and  John  Adams,  Efquires,  as  their  commit- 
tee to  meet  other  committees  that  might  be  convened 
the  lft  of  September  next  at  Philadelphia.  The  fons 
of  liberty,  were  highly  elated  to  think  that  the  houfe 
had  out  generaled  the  governor. 

In  Virginia  the  houfe  of  burgesses  on  the  26th  day 
of  May  appointed  the  id  of  June,  the  day  on  which 
the  Bofton  port  bill  was  to  commence  its  operation,  to 
be  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  falling,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
u  devoutly  to  implore  the  divine  interposition,  for  a- 
verting  the  heavy  calamities  which  threatened  deftruc- 
tion  to  their  civil  rights,  and  the  evils  of  a  civil  war — 
to  give  them  one  heart  and  one  mind,  to  oppofe  by  all 
juft  and  proper  means,  every  injury  to  American  rights/' 
On  this  occafion  the  governor,  the  earl  of  Dunmore, 
difTolved  them.  But  before  they  feparated,  eighty  nine 
of  the  member?,  figned  an  agreement  in  which  among  o- 
ther  things  they  declared  •'  that  an  attack  made  on  one. 
f> f  their  filler  colonies,  to  compel  fubmission  to  arbitra- 
ry 
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ry  taxes  was  an  attack  made  on  all  Bri- ifh  America,  and 
threatened  ruin  to  the  rights  of  all,  umefs  the  united 
wifdom  of  the  whole  be  applied."  1  hey  recommended 
to  the  committees  of  correfpondence  to  communiccata 
with  the  ieveral  committees  of  the  otuer  provinces,  on 
the  expediency  ot  appoiniing  deputies  from  the  differ- 
ent 6  lonies,  to  meet  in  general  congrefs.  The  lft  day 
of  June  was  devoutly  kept  at  Williamfburgh  as  a  day 
of  prayer,  tailing  and  humiliation. 

At  Philadelphia  the  tons  of  liberty  prepared  a  peti- 
tion finned  by    near    nine  hundred  freeholders,    which 
they  prelented  to  the    governor    Mr.    Penn,    intreatino- 
him  to  call  a  general  ailembly  as  foon  as  pc  Hi  hie.    This 
they  knew  would  not  be  granted,  and  that  the  refufal  of 
it  would  pave  the  way  for  calling    the   inhabitants  toge- 
ther.   The  governor  having  relufed  to  comply  with  the 
requeft,  a  general  meeting  ot  the  inhabitants  was  called. 
About  eight  thoufand  met  and  adopted  fundry   fpirited 
refolutions.     In  thefe    they  declared  that  the    Bofton 
port  a£l  was  unconliitutional — that   it  was  necelTary  to 
convene  a  continental  congrefs— to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee for  the  city  and  county    of   Philadelphia  to  corref- 
pond  with  the  other  colonies,  and    feveral  counties    of 
Pennfylvania,  and  to   authorize    that  committee   with 
power  to  determine  on  the  molt  effectual  mode  for  col- 
lecting the  fenfe  of  the  colony,  and  appointing  deputies 
to  attend  a  general  congrefs.     The  committee  appoint- 
ed ior  the  above  purpofe  ;  on  the    28th  day    of    June 
wrote  a  circular  letter  to  all  the   counties    of   the    pro- 
vince, requelting  them  to  appoint  deputies  to  a  general 
meeting,  propofed  to  be  held  on  the  15th  of  July  next, 

part 
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part  of  this  letter  was  as  follows ;  "  We  would  not  offer 
fuch  an  affront  to  the  well  known  public  fpirit  of  Penn- 
fylvanians,  as  to  queftion  your  zeal  on  the  prefent    00 
cafion.     Our  very  exiftence  in  the  rank  of  freemen,  and 
the  fecurity  of  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  us,  evidently 
depends  on  our  conducing  this  great  caufe  to  its  proper 
iflue,  by  firmnefs,  wifdom  and  magnanimity.     It  is  with 
pleafure  we  allure  you,  that  all  the  colonies  from  South 
Carolina  to  New   Hampfhire,  are   animated  with    one 
fpirit,  in  the  common  caufe,  and  confider   that    as  the 
proper  crifis  for  having  our  differences  with  the  mother 
country  brought  to  forne  certain  iffue,  and  our  liberties 
fixed  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  this  defirable    end 
can  only  be  accomplished  by  a  free   communication  of 
fentiments,  and  a  fincere  and  fervent  regard  for   the  in- 
terefts  of  our  common  country/'     The    inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  feveral  counties,  readily    com- 
plied with  the   requeft,   they   appointed  deputies   who 
met  at  the  time  appointed,  fundry  refolves   were  palled 
by  thofe  deputies,  in  which  they  reprobated  the  late  a6U 
of  parliament — they  expreiTed  their  fympathy  with  Bof- 
ton,  as  lufFering  in  the  common   caufe— approved    of 
holding  a  congrefs,  and  declared  their  readinefs  to  make 
any  facrifices  that  might  be    recommended  by   a   con- 
grefs, for  fecuring  their  liberties.     The  deputies  did  not 
appoint  the  delegates  but  recommended  it  to  the  Penn- 
fylvania  afTembly,  who  on  the  22d  day    of  July    fixed 
upon  feven  gentlemen. 

The  inhabitants  of  Maryland,  whofe  zeal  was  firm 
and  ardent  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  had  appointed  and 
inftrucled  the  committees  of  the  feveral  counties  cf  the 

colony, 
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colony,  who  met  on  the  25th  day  of  June  at  the  city  of 
Annapolis,  and  elected  five  deputies  for  the  colony1, 
«  to  attend  a  general  congrefs  at  fuch  time  and  place  as 
may  be  agreed  on  to  affeft  one  general  plan  of  conduct, 
operating  on  the  commercial  connection  of  the  colo- 
nies with  the  mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Ballon 
and  prefervation  of  American  liberty." 

The  vote  of  the  town  of  Bofton  of  the  14th    day   of 
May,  being  prefented  to  a  number  of  the  principal  lead- 
ing inhabitants  in  Charleflon,  South  Carolina,  who  u- 
canimoufly   agreed  to    call  a    meeting  of  the  people. 
Letters  were  fent  to  every  parilh  and  diftrift  in  the  co- 
lony, inviting  the  people  to   attend,    either   perfonally, 
or  by  their  reprefentatives  at  a  general  meeting   of  ihe 
inhabitants.      On  the  1 8th  day  of  July,  a  large  number 
alTembled.       The    proceedings    of    the   parliament    of 
Great  Britain,  againft  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts  were 
diiiin6tly  related  to  this  convention.     Without  one  dif- 
fenting  voice,  they  palled  fundry  refolutions,  expreflive 
of  their  rights  and  of  their  fympathy  with  the  citizens  of 
Boflon.      Among  ethers  they  refolved,  M  that  five   gen- 
tlemen be  appointed  deputies  on  the  behalf  of  this    co- 
lony, to  meet  the    deputies  of  the    fevsral   colonies  in 
North  America  in  general  congrefs,  to  confider  the  acl; 
lately  palled,  and  bills  depending  in    pailiament,    with 
regard  to  the  port  of  Boilon  and  province  of  Massachu* 
fetts,  alfothe  grievances  under  which.  America  labours, 
with  full  power  and  authority  in  behalf  of  us    and  cur 
conftituents,  to  concert,  and   eCFe&ually    to  profecute, 
fuch  legal  rneafures  (by   which   we  for  ourfelves   and 
them  molt  folemnly  engage  to  abide)  as  in  the  opinion 

of 
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of  the  faid  deputies  and  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  assembled, 
fhall  be  moil  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  ads,  and 
aredrefsof  thefe  grievances. — That  while  the  opprefsive 
a&    relative  to  Bofton  are  enforced,   we  will  cheerfully 
from  time  to  time,  contribute  towards  the  relief  ot  fuch 
perfons  there,   whole  unfortunate  circumftances  may   bo 
thought  to  Hand  in  need  ot    mod    assistance, — That  a 
committee  of  ninety  nine  perlons  be  now  appointed,  to 
aci  as  a  general  committee,  lo  correfpond  with  the  com- 
•uiuees  of  the  other  colonies,  and  to  do  all  matters    and 
things  necessary  to  carry  the  refolutions  into  execution  j 
and  that  any  twenty  one    of    them   met    together  may 
proceed  on  bufinefs  -  their  power  to  continue    till  the 
next  general  meeting."     The  appointment  of  the  above 
mentioned  deputies  was  recognized,   ratified  and    con- 
firmed, by  the  houfe  of  assembly  of  South  Carolina  o» 
the  2d  day  of  Auguft. 

The  delegates  from  the  different  counties  in  Virgi- 
nia, met  at  Williarnsburgh  on  (he  £th  day  of  Auguft, 
amolig  fundry  refolutioi  s,  in  common  with  the  other 
colonies.  They  alfo  refolved  not  to  purchafe  any 
more  slaves  from  Africa,  the  Weft  Indies,  or  any  other 
place  ;  that  their  nonimportation  agreement  ihould 
take  place  the  ift  day  of  November,  and  in  cafe  the  A- 
merican  grievances  were  not  redrefsed  by  the  10th  day 
of  Auguft  1775;  they  would  not  akcr  that  time  ex- 
port any  tobacco,  or  other  commodity  whatever  to 
Great  Britain.  They  recommended  the  cultivation  of 
other  articles  of  husbandry,  m  place  of  tobacco,  and  par- 
ticularly the  improvement  of  the  breed  of  fheep,  and 
the  kiiiing  as  few  as  pofsible,  for  the  multiplying  cf  them, 

Th* 
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Thev  cliofe  *s  delegates  to  a    general    congreTs,  Peyton 
lolph,  Richard  ilenn    Lee,    George  WaQiington, 
Patrick   .1  iry,  Richard    Bland,    Benjamin    Ilairiibn, 
and  \  -ton,  Efquircs. 

A  molt  anitmfciagaod  fp  per  wa?  cffculated 

at  Newp   rt,  colony  ol  Rhode  Island,    with    ihe 

mo:to  Join  or  Die  In  it  B  oft  on  waWcprefented  as  a 
fiege,  and  as  a  direct  ho  ill  k  invafion  of  all  he  •  3  litis 
It  was  mentioned.  "  The  generals  of  defpotifm  are 
now  drawing  the  lines  of  cncumvallation  around  our 
bulwarks  ol  liberty,  and  nothing  but  unity,  refolution 
and  peifeverance,  can  fave  ourftives  and  pofierity  from 
what  is  worfe  than  death— slavery."  Tne  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  province  chofe  two  deputies  to  reprefent 
the  colony  in  a  general  congiefs  ;  On  the  lo*h  day  of 
Augutl  they  were  legally  authorized  for  that  purpofe 
under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

The  Connecticut  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  authorif- 
ed  and  empowered  a  committee,  in  expectation  of  the 
event  during  their  reeefs,  provided  deputies  ofcongrefs 
from  the  feveral  colonies  fhould  be  convened,  to  meet 
and  choofe  four  delegates  to  ferve  for  that  province. 

The  inhabitants  of  Salem  on  the  1 8th  day  of  June 
prelented  an  addrefs  to  governor  Gage,  and  in  it  they 
faid,  <J  We  are  moil  deeply  afflicied  with  a  fenfe  of  our 
pubhc  calamities ;  but  the  miferies  that  are  now  rapid- 
ly hafiening  on  our  brethren  in  the  capital  of  this  pro. 
vince,  greatly  excite  our  commiferation,  and  we  hope 
your  excellency  will  ufe  your  endeavours  to  prevent  a 
iunher  accumulation  of  evils,  on  that  already  forely 
Vol.  I.  D  diftreffed 
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diftrelTed  people.  'By  (hutting  up  the  port  of  Bofton, 
fome  imagine  that  the  courfe  of  trade  might  be  turned 
hither  and  to  our  benefit  ;  but  nature  in  the  formation 
of  our  harbour,  forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  com- 
merce with  that  convenient  mart.  And  were  it  other- 
wife,  we  muft  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juftice,  and  loll 
to  all  feelings  of  humanity,  could  we  indulge  one 
thought  to  feize  on  wealth,  and  raife  our  fortunes  on 
the  ruin  of  our  fuffering  neighbours/' 

The  inhabitants  of  Salem,  were  likely  to  reap  ad- 
vantage from  the  diftrefles  of  Bofton,  generously  offered 
the  merchants  thereof,  the  ufe  of  their  harbour,  wharfs, 
ware-houfes,  and  alfo  their  perfonal  attendance  on  the 
lading  or  unlading  of  their  goods,  and  tranfa&  for 
them  all  the  bufinefs  to  be  done  free  of  all  expence. 

Several  remarks  and  obfervations  were  publifhed  on 
the  Bofton  port  bill,  which  excited  the  pity  and  indig- 
nation of  the  country  in  general.  Thofe  of  Mr.  Jofiah 
Quincy,  Junr.  were  moil  generally  read  and  admired. 
He  oblerved,  "  the  Bofton  port  bill  condemns  a  whole 
town  unheard,  nay  uncited  to  anfwer  ;  involves  thou- 
fands  in  ruin  and  mifery,  without  luggeftion  of  any 
crime,  by  them  committed  ;  and  is  fo  conftituted,  that 
enormous  pains  and  penalties  muft  enfue,  notwith- 
flanding  the  molt  perfed  obedience  to  its  injunctions. 
The  dellruelion  of  the  tea  which  took  place  without 
any  illegal  procedure  of  the  town,  is  the  only  illegal 
ground  of  coniigning  thoufands  of  its  inhabitants  to 
ruin,  mifery  and  defpair.  Thofe  charged  with  the  mod 
aggravated  crimes,  are  not  puni finable  till  arraigned  be- 
fore difinterefted  j  idgts,  heard  in  their    owa   defence; 

and 
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nnd  found  guilty  of  the  charge.  But  here  a  whol* 
people  are  accufed,  profecuted  by  they  know  nog 
whom,  tried  they  know  not  when,  proved  guilty  they 
know  not  how,  and  fentenced  to  fuffer  inevitable  ruin. 
Their  hard  fate  cannot  be  averted  by  the  moft  fervila 
fubmiffion,  the  moll  implicit  obedience  to  this  fhtute. 
Their  fir  ft  intimation  of  it  was  on  the  10th  of  May,  and 
it  took  place  on  the  firft  of  June,  thence  to  continue  in 
full  force,  till  it  fhali  fufficiently  appear  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  full  fatisfa&ion  hath  been  made  by,  or  in 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  to  the  Eaft  India 
company,  for  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  deftru&ion 
of  their  tea  ;  and  until  it  (hall  be  certified  to  his  majef- 
ty,  by  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  of  th« 
province,  that  reafonable  fatisfa&ion  has  been  made  to 
the  officers  of  the  revenue  and  others,  for  the  riots  and 
infurre£Hons  mentioned  in  it.  So  fhort  a  fpace  is  giv* 
en  for  flaying  the  torrent  of  threatened  evils,  that  tha 
fubjeft  though  exerting  his  utmoft  energy,  muft  be  o- 
verwhelmed  and  driven  to  madnefs  by  terms  of  deliver- 
ance which  deny  relief  till  his  ruin  is  inevitable." 

Some  faid,  "had  punimment  been  only  threatened, 
had  it  been  at  our  option,  whether  we  would  fubrnit  or 
fuffer,  the  reafon  for  complaint  would  have  been  lefs; 
But  without  previous  warning  in  the  propofal  of  any 
terms  that  might  have  prevented  the  coming  of  evils 
upon  us,  it  is  tafltfted  with  ineffable  vengeance  ;  fo 
that  mould  we  fervilely  fubmit  to  all  required,  we  muft 
notwithftanding  fuffer  almoft  total  ruin.  The  condi- 
tions upon  which  alone  our  fufferings  are  to  be  remov- 
ed, far  irotn  being  fixed  with  preciuon,   are  fo  loofe 

and 
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and  indeterminate,  that  a  governor  may  perpetuate 
them  during  his  political  exiltence,  the  king  in  council 
not  being  enabled  to  open  the  port  without  his  certifi- 
cate. The  wharfs  and  landing  places  at  Bofton,  which 
are  the  property  of  numerous  individuals,  are  as  to  the 
ale  of  them  wherein  only  their  value  confifls,  wrefted 
out  of  their  hands  and  put  into  the  king's,  to  be  difpof- 
ed  of  at  his  pieafure.  Two  wharfs  indeed  are  to  be  o- 
pened  again,  when  his  majeil  v  fhall  think  proper  ;  but 
the  refidue  are  for  ever  interdicted  the  exercife  of  com- 
merce." 

Copies  of  the  Boflon  port  acl  arrived  in  different 
parts,  and  circulated  through  the  colonies  with  amaz- 
ing rapidity.  In  fome  places  they  were  printed  upon 
mourning  paper  with  a  black  border,  and  cried  about 
the  [beets  with  great  folemnity  under  the  title  oizbarba- 
rous,  cruel,  bloody ,  and  inhuman  murder  :  in  ethers  the 
people  were  called  together  by  advertifement,  and  with 
a  fteady  compofure  the  obnoxious  law  was  committed 
to  the  flames. 

Within  little  more  than  a  month,  after  the  news  of 
the  Bolton  port  acl:  arrived  in  America,  it  was  commu- 
nicated from  colony  to  colony,  and  a  flame  was  kindled 
in  aimolt  every  bread,  exciting  pity  and  contempt,  for 
the  puny  though  revengeful  proceedings  of  parliament. 
Great  Britain  by  her  two  preceding  attempts  at  Ameri- 
can revenue,  taught  her  colonies  not  only  the  advan» 
tages  but  the  means  of  union.  The  fyilem  of  com- 
mittees which  prevailed  in  1765,  and  alio  in  1767,  was 
revived  in  177^ 

Ths 
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The  inhabitants  of  t!i3  colonies,  with  regard    to  po- 
litical opinions  may  be  divided  into  three  claffes.      One 
were  for  rufhing  inconfiderately  into  extremities,  with- 
out waiting  till  other  meafures  were  tried,  and  could  not 
even  brook  the  delay  of  waiting  till   the  propofed  con- 
tinental congrefs  mould  meet,    their    impatience   was 
fcarcely  to  be  reftrained  by  the  mod  found   reafoning. 
Another  clafs  equally  refpecfcable  were  more  moderate, 
but  not  lefs  flaunch  and  firm.      Thefe  were  averfc   to 
violent  meafures,  till  all  other    ways    and  means    were 
ineffectually  tried.     They  willied  that    a  concife   and 
clear  statement  of  their  rights,  privileges  and  grievances, 
fhould  precede  every  other  meafure.     This    they  con- 
tended could  be  effectually  obtained  only  by  a  general 
congrefs.      A    third   clafs    difapproved    every  thing  of 
what  was  generally  undertaken.      A  few  of  those   from 
principle,  fome  from  the  love  of  eafe,  and  others    from 
felf  interest  and  finister  views,  wifhing  to  hold  and  ob- 
tain offices  under  the  Bricifh  adminiftration.     All  thefe 
for  the  mofi  part  lay  ftill  while  the  fons  of  liberty  a&- 
ed  with  prudence  and  fpirit,     If  any  of  them  ventured 
to  oppofe  popular  meafures,  they   were  not  fupported; 
but  difregarded,  their  voice  was  fo  lot*,  that   excepting 
in  a  few  particular  places,   it   could  fcarcely  be  diHin^ 
guifhed.     The  refentment  of  the  populace  was  fo  firon^ 
againfl  them,  that  they  fought  for  pgacc  and  fbelter  by 
remaining  quiet,  and  unnoticed. 

Thofe  patriots,  who  were  for  the  adoption  and  fup- 
porting  efficacious  meafures  framed  and  publifhed  an 
agreement  entitled,  A  solemn  league  and  covenant,  The 
fubfcribers  bound  themfeives  tofufpend  all  commercial 

intercourfe 
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Intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  until  the  late  disgufting 
laws  fhould  be  repealed,  and  the  province  of  Massachu- 
fetts  reftored  to  lis  chartered  rights.      Governor   Gage; 
was  fo  alarmed  and  irritated  thereat,  that   he  pubhfhed 
a  proclamation  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  in  which  he 
filled  this  folemn  league  and  covenant,  "  An  unlawful, 
hofiile,  and  traiterous   combination."     He   charged  all 
magiftrates,  &c.  to  apprehend  and    fecure  for  trial   all 
fuch  perfons  as  fhould  have  any  fhare  in  aiding  by  pub* 
liming  or  fubfcribing  the  foregoing  or  any  fimilar  cove- 
nant.    This  proclamation  brought  forth  the  pens  of  the 
lawyers,  in  mewing  that  the  association  did  not  come 
within  the  defcription  of  legal  treafon,  and  that  therefore 
the  governor's  proclamation  was  not  warranted  by   the 
principles  of  the  charter,  the  Britifh  conftitution,  or  by 
any  authority  whatever. 

Governor  Gage  about  the  beginning  ofAugufl,  re- 
ceived with  the  new  acts,  a  lift  of  thirty  fix  new  counfel- 
lors,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  crown,  contrary  to 
the  form  and  method  prefcribed  by  the  charter.  Sever- 
al of  thefe  immediately  declined  an  acceptance  of  the 
appointment.  Thofe  who  accepted  of  it  about  twenty- 
four  in  number  were  fhunned  and  every  where  declared 
to  be  enemies  to  their  country.  The  new  judges 
were  rendered  incapable  of  proceeding  in  their  official 
duty.  Upon  opening  the  court,  the  juries  refufed  to 
be  fworn,  or  to  act  in  any  manner,  either  under  them 
or  in  conformity  to  the  late  odious  laws.  At  Great 
Barrington,  and  fome  other  places,  the  people  affem- 
bled  and  filled  the  court  houfes  and  avenues  in  inch* 
direction  and  manner,  that  neither  the  judges,  nor   their 
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cers  could  obtain  entrance,  and  upon  the  fherifFs  com- 
manding them  to  make  way  they  anlwered,  M  We  know 
no  court,  nor  any  other  eftablifliment,  independent  of 
the  ancient  laws  and  ufrges  of  our  country,  and  tonono 
other  will  we  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  rry  account.* 

The  governor  on  the  4th  day  of  Auguft,  iTued  a 
proclamation,  "  for  the  encouragement  of  piety  and! 
virtue,  and  for  the  prevention  and  punilhing  vice,  pro- 
fanenefs  and  immorality."  In  this  proclamation  hy* 
pocrify  was  mentioned  as  one  of  the  immoralities  a* 
gainft  which  the  people  were  cautioned.  This  was 
confidered  by  the  people  who  have  been  fcoffed  at  ; 
and  reviled  and  reproached  by  others  of  loafer  man- 
ners and  principles,  for  a  pharifaical  attention  to  out- 
ward forms  and  the  appearances  of  religion,  and  there* 
fore  viewed  this  insertion  to  be  a  ftudied  illiberal  infult. 

The  merchants,  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Salem,  were  fummoned  by  hand  bills  to  meet  on  tha 
54th  of  Auguft,  to  confider  on  meafures  for  oppofing 
the  execution  of  divers  late  ads  of  parliament.  The 
governor  published  a  proclamation  on  the  23d  of  Au- 
gust, prohibitng  all  perfons  from  attending.  The  go- 
vernor finding  the  proclamation  difregarded,  ordered^ 
company  of  foldiers  into  town  to  difperfe  the  meeting, 
but  before  their  arrival  the  bufiness  was  finifhed,  and 
the  inhabitants  withdrawn.  Three  gentlemen  who  at- 
tended at  the  meeting  were  apprehended,  but  gave 
bonds  to  appear  in  court,  and  fb  were  difmified. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  general  Gage,  two  regi- 
ments of  foot,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  fome 
cannon,  wcrs   landtd  at  Bofios,  and  encamped  on  the 

»  common* 
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common.     Thefe  troops  were  by    degrees   reinforced, 
with   others   from    Ireland,    New-York.    Halifax,   and 

Quebec.  The  arrival  and  (ration  of  thefe  troops,  ex- 
ceed uneafinefs  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  con- 
ceived that  they  were  either  to  be  terrified  or  driven 
contrary  to  their  inclinations  into  a  fervile  fubmis&ion 
by  an  armed  force,  and  were  therefore  preparing  to  de- 
fend their  rights  with  the  point  of  the  fword.  The  far- 
mers and  others,  in  returning  from  Bolton  brought  out 
guns,  bayonets,  knapfacks.  Sec.  every  one  was  defirous 
of  being  properly  accoutred,  and  they  trained  themfelves 
to  learn  the  manual  exercife,  and  other  military  manoe- 
uvres, while  the  fairfex  countenanced  and  encouraged 
them  to  proceed.  The  young  and  the  aged  were  ani- 
mated by  a  martial  fpirit,  and  fired  with  an  enthufiaftic 
zeal  for  liberty.  The  found  of  drums  and  fifes  were 
heard  in  aii  directions.  In  Berkfhire,  and  Worcefler 
counties,  nothing  was  to  be  feen  or  heard  of,  excepting 
the  providing  oi  arms  and  ammunition,  catting  of  balls, 
and  ufing  every  exertion  in  preparing  ior  a -determined 
refiflance. 

The  proceedings  of  the  people,  and  their  manifefi 
difpofition  together  wish  the  military  preparations  which 
were  conftantly  made  through  the  colony,  alarmed 
general  Gage,  and  induced  him  to  fortify  that  neck  of 
land  which  joins  Bofton  to  the  continent.  It  was  inti- 
mated to  the  governor  by  William  Brattle,  Efq.  one  of 
the  counsellors,  to  fecure  the  provincial  ammunition, 
lodged  in  the  arfenal  at  Chariestown.  On  the  ill  day 
of  September  general  Gage,  detached  two  companies 
of  foldiers  acrofs  the  river  before  day  break,  who  took 

poffosioa 
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poflfcilion  of  the  powder.  The  news  circulated  about 
and  excited  a  violent  and  univcifal  ferment.  Several 
thoufand  of  the  people  afiembled  at  Cambridge,  molliy 
in  arms,  and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  they  were  ref- 
trained  from  marching  directly  to  Bolton,  to  demand 
a  delivery  of  the  powder,  with  a  determination  in  cafe 
of  refufal  to  attack  the  royal  troops. 

The  people  thus  collected  proceeded  to  lieutenant 
governor  Oliver's  houfe,  and  to  the  houfcs  of  fcveral  of 
the  new  counsellors,  and  of  others  who  they  thought 
had  fhewn  themfeives  unfriendly  to  the  province,  fome 
of  the  councilors  were  obliged  torefjgn,  and  to  declare 
that  they  would  no  more  a£fc  under  the  laws  lately  en- 
acted. In  the  confuGon  attending  the  tranfa&ions,  a 
rumour  was  fpread  about,  that  the  royal  fbet  and  troops 
were  firing  upon  the  town  of  Bollon,  which  flew  with 
amazing  rapidity  through  the  colony.  In  lefs  than 
twenty  four  hours  after  there  were  upwards  of  30,000 
men  in  arms,  fome  of  whom  marched  from  twenty  to 
thirty  miles  towards  the  capital,  before  they  were  unde- 
ceived. The  tranfaclions  at  Cambridge,  and  other  ri- 
fings  in  the  colony,  obliged  more  of  the  new  counfel- 
lors  to  refign,  or  to  flee  to  Boilon,  and  wither  the  com- 
nvissioners,  the  cuflom  houfe  officers,  and  all  who  had 
taken  an  a&ive  part  in  favour  of  Great  Britain  were  ob- 
liged to  fkreen  themfeives.  The  new  feat  of  govern- 
ment at  Salem  was  forfaken  and  abandoned,  all  the  of- 
ficers connected  with  the  cuitom  houfe  were  obliged  to 
conlult  their  fafety,  by  taking  up  their  residence  in  a 
place  which  an  acl  cf  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had 
profcribed  from  all  trade. 

Vox,.  I,  £  On 
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i  On  the  9th  day  of  September,  delegates  from  every 
town  and  diftria  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  which 
Bolton  is  the  county  town,  had  a  meeting  which  was 
cccafioned  by  the  feizing  of  the  powder,  by  order  of  go- 
vernor Gage,  and  alfo  the  with-holding  from  the  legal 
owners  what  was  flored  in  the  magazine  of  Bofton,  and 
the  fortifying  and  manning  the  entrance  of  the  town.  A 
number  of  fpirited  refolutions  were  adopted,  among  o- 
ther  things  they  refolded,  "  that  no  obedience  is  due 
from  this  province,  to  either  or  any  part  of  the  late  a6b, 
but  that  they  be  rejected  as  the  attempts  of  a  wicked  ad- 

mimft ration  to  enflave  America  : That  fo   long   as 

the  juftices  are  appointed  or  hold  their  places,   by    any 
other  tenure  than  that  which  the  charter  and  the  laws  of 
the  province  direct,  they  muft  be  conOdered  as  uncon- 
stitutional officers,  and  as  fuch  no    regard   ought   to  be 
paid  to  them  by  the  people  of  this   country. — That  if 
the  juftices  fhall  fit  and  act  during  their  prefent  difqua- 
lifiecl  flate,  this  country  will  bear  harmlefs  all   fheriffs, 
jurors,  and  other  officers,  who  mail  refufe  to  carry  into 
execution  the  orders  of  faid  courts  : — That   it  be  re- 
commended to  the  collectors  of  taxes,  and  all  other  of- 
ficers who  have  public  monies  in  their  hands,  to    retain 
the  fame,  and  not  to  make  any  payment  thereof  to  the 
provincial  county  treafurer,  until  the  civil  government  of 
the  province  is  placed  upon  a  conftitution&l  foundation, 
or  it  Oiall  be  otherwife  ordered  by  the   propofed    pro- 
vincial congrefs  : — That  the  perfons  who  have  accept- 
ed feats  at  the  council  board,  by  virtue  cf  a  mandamus 
from  the  king,  have  acted  in  a   direct   violation   of  the 
duty  they  owe  to  their  country  ♦  this  country  do  recom- 
mend 
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mend  it  to  all,  who  have  fo  highly  offended,  and  have 
not  already  xefigned,  to  make  public  refignation  on   or 
before  the  20th  of  this  inftant,  September  ;    all  refuQng 
fo  to  do,  mail  after  faid  day,  be  confidered  by  this  coun- 
try as  obitinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  this    coun- 
try : — That  the  fortifications  begun  and   now  carrying 
on  upon  Bolton  neck,   gives    us   reafon  to    apprehend 
fome  hoftile  intention  againfl   that   town   : — That   the 
late  act  eftablifhing  the   Roman   Catholic  religion  in 
Quebec,  is  dangerous  in  an  extreme  degree  to  the  Pro- 
teflant  religion,  and  to  the  civil  rights  and    liberties  of 
all  America  :—  That  whereas  our  enemies  have  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  fhall  make   an   easy  prey   of  this 
numerous  brave  people,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  they 
are  unacquainted  with  military  difcipline;  we  therefore, 
for  the  honor  and  fecurity  of  this  country   and  province 
advife,  that  fuch  perfons  be  elected  in  each  town  as  of- 
ficers in  the  militia,  as  fhall  be  judged  of  fufHcient  ca- 
pacity, and  who  have  evidenced  themfelves  the  invinci- 
ble friends  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  that  the  inha- 
bitants do  ufe  their  utmoil  diligence  to  acquaint  them- 
felves with  the  art  of  war,  and  do  for  that  purpofe  ap-; 
pear  under  arms  at  lead  once  every  week  :— That  dur- 
ing the  prefent  hoflile  appearances  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  we  are  determined  to  act  merely  upon    the  de- 
fensive fo  long  as  fuch  conduct  may   be   vindicated   by 
reafon  and  the  principles   of  felf-prefervation,   but  no 
longer  -.—That  as  we  underftand  it  has  been   in   con- 
templation to  apprehend  fundry  perfons  of  this  country, 
we  do  recommend,  mould  fuch  rneafure  be  put  in  prac- 
tice to  feize  and  keep  every  fervent  of  the  prefent   go* 

verntnenfi 
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vernment  throughout  the  province,  until  the  perfons 
fo  apprehended  be  reftored  uninjured  : — That  we  re- 
commend to  all  perfons,  not  to  engage  in  any  routs, 
iiots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the  properties  of  any 
perfcn  whatfoever,  as  being  fubverfive  of  all  order  and 
government  ;  but  by  a  fteady,  manly,  uniform,  and 
perfevering  oppofition  to  convince  our  enemies,  that  in 
a  conteft  fo  important,  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  our  con- 
duct (hall  be  fuch  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  the 
wife,  and  the  admiration  of  the  brave  and  free  of  every 
age  and  of  every  country/'  The  refol  ves  of  this  meet- 
ing were  fent  on  to  Philadelphia  for  the  information 
and  opinion  of  the  continental  congrefs,  which  had  met 
there  at  this  time.  When  the  fame  was  laid  before  the 
Continental  congrefs,  they  highly  approved  thereof ; 
and  earneflly  recommended  to  them,  "  a  perfeverance 
in  the  fame  firm  and  temperate  conduct  as  exprefled  in 
the  refolutions  determined  upon."  This  elated  and  raif- 
thefpirits  of  the  fons  of  liberty. 

General  Gage  by  the  advice  of  his  new  council,  had 
iffued  writs  for  holding  a  general  aflembly  at  Salem  on 
the  5th  day  of  October  but  fubfequent  events  made  him 
think  it  expedient  to  counteract  the  writs,  by  a  procla- 
mation for  fufpending  the  meetings  of  the  members  re- 
turned. The  legality  of  the  proclamation  was  denied, 
and  the  new  members  to  the  number  of  ninety  met  on 
the  day  and  place  appointed.  Having  waited  that  day 
and  the  next,  without  the  prefenceof  the  governor.  On 
the  57th  day  of  October  they  refol ved  tbemfelves  into  a 
provincial  congrefs,  and  adjourned  to  Concord  about 
twenty  miles  from  Charleltovyn,  and  when  there  chofe 

colone7 
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colonel  John  Hancock.  preGdent  and  proceeded  to  bu- 
finefs.     One  of  their  firfl  a£te  was,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  the  governor  with  a  remonftrance, 
in  which  they  apologized  for   their  meeting,   from   the 
diftreffed  (late  of  the  colony,  they  exprcffed  the  grievous 
apprehenfions  of  the  people  ;    aflert    that  the  rigour  of 
the  Ballon  port  at>  is  exceeded  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  carried  into  execution  ;  and  complain  of   the    late 
laws,  and  after  Hating  the  hoflile  preparations  on    Bof- 
ton    neck,  they  concluded  with  adjouring  him,    "  That) 
he  would  defift  from  the  conftructicn  of  the  fortrefs  at 
the  entrance  into  Ballon,  and  reftore  that  pafs  to  its  na- 
tural Hate."     The  governor  was  involved  in   fome  dif- 
ficulty in  giving  them  an  anfwer,  as  they  were   not,  in 
his  opinion,  a  legal  body :  necemty  however  over-ruled 
his  fcruples.    He  expreffed  his  fui  prize  and  indignation 
at  the  ideas  being  formed,  "  that  the  lives,  liberties   or 
property  of  any  people,  except   enemies,    could  be  in 
danger,  from  Englilh  troops."       He    reminded    them 
that    while  they    complained   of   alterations    made  in. 
their  charter,  by  acts  of  Britilli   parliament,   they   were 
themfelves  by  their  own  proceedings  and  acts  fubverting 
that  charter.     He  therefore  warned   them  of  the   rocks 
they  were  upon,  and  immediately    to  denft   from  fuch 
illegal  and  unconflitutional  proceedings.     Mis  admoni- 
tions were  unavailing  and  they  were  not  in  the   lead  di- 
verted from  proleeuting  their  meafures. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  plan  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  province.  It  was  refolv- 
ed  to  inlift  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  under  the  name 
of  minute  men,  who  were  to  be  fubjeci;  to  turn  out  with 

their 
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their  arms  and  accoutrements  at  a  minutes  warning.  The 
honourable  Jedediah  Pribble,  the  honourable  Artemas 
Ward,  and  cclonel  Seth  Pomeroy,  were  elected  general 
officers  to  have  the  command  of  the  minute  men  and  the 
miiitia,  in  cafe  they  fihouid  be  called  out  to  action. 
CoiTimiUees  of  fafety,  and  of  fupplies,  were  appointed. 
The  firit  were  empowered  to  allemble  the  militia  when 
they  thought  proper,  and  were  to  recommend  to  the 
committee  of  fupplies,  the  purchafe  of  ammunition,  ord- 
nance, and  fuch  other  articles  as  the  public  exigencies 
required  ;  the  laft  were  limited  to  the  fmall  fum  of  fifteen 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty  feven  pounds,  fifteen 
ihiilings  flerling.  Both  were  to  fit  and  to  do  bufinefs, 
*vhen  there  was  a  recefs  of  the  provincial  congrefs,  as 
alfo  when  none  exifteth.  On  the  fcojh  day  of  Octobe* 
the  provincial  congrefs  adjourned  to  the  23d  of  Novem- 
fcer. 

The  provincial  congrefs  met  again  on  the  23d  day 
of  November,  and  foon  afterwards  resolved  to  get  in 
leadincfs  twelve  thoufand  men,  to  act  upon  any  emer- 
gency ;  and  directed  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  militia 
ihould  beinlifted  as  minute  men,  who  were  allowed  to 
chcofe  their  own  officers,  and  receive  pay.  Colonel 
John  Thomas,  and  col.  William  Heath,  were  appoint- 
ed additional  general  officers.  They  fent  a  number  of 
gentlemen  to  New-Hampfhire,  Rhode  lfland,  and  Con- 
necticut, informing  them  of  the  meafures  they  had  tak- 
«n,  and  requeuing  their  co-operation  in  raifing  an  ar- 
my of  twenty  thcufand  men.  Committees  from  the  fe- 
veral  colonies  met,  who  confultcd  with  a  committee 
from  the  provincial  congrefs,  and  fettled  their  plans. 

TKy 
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They  determined  to  make  oppofition  to  general  Gage's 
troops,  whenever  they  marched  out  with  their  baggage, 
ammunition  and  artillery. 

The  committee  of  fafety  and  committee  of  (applies  ■ 
a&ing  in  concert,  in  a  little  time  procured  and  laid  in  a 
quantity  of  ftores  partly  ?.t  Worcefter,  and  partly  at 
Concord,  viz.  flour,  pork,  rice,  peas,  &c.  they  alfo  got 
from  the  neighbouring  provinces  a  number  of  {pztits, 
pickaxes,  (hovels,  cannon  ball,  &c.  &c. 

The  provincial  congrefs  appointed  a  committee  ic 
correfpond  with  the  inhabitants  of  Canada.  They  alfo 
refolved,  that  a  circular  letter  be  addreffed  to  each  of  the 
feveral  ministers  in  the  province  in  the  following  man? 
ner:  ,  fc    ■ 

"  REVEREND  SIR, 

«  WE  cannot  bufc  acknowledge  the 
goodnefs  of  heaven,  in  ccnflantly  fupplying  us  with 
preachers  of  the  gofpel,  wbofe  concern  has  been 
the  temporal  and  fpiritual  happinefs  of  this  people.-— 
In  a  day  like  this  when  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  are  exerting  tbemfeives  to  deliver  this  country 
from  its  prefent  calamities,  we  cannot  but  place  great 
hopes  in  an  order  of  men,  who  have  ever  diftinguiihed 
themfelves  in  their  country's  caufe,  and  do  therefore  re- 
commend to  the  mimfters  of  the  gofpel, "in  the  feveral 
towns  and  other  places  in  this  colony,  that  they  afiift 
us  in  avoiding  that  dreadful  flavery  with  which  we  are 
now  threatens d.*' 

The  provincial  congrefs  were  greatly  commended, 
by  the  virtuous  and  wife,  for  the  above  circular  letter. 

Wbor 


f4o  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE   a.  d.  1774, 

Who  but  mall  admit  that,  "  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
the  clergy  to  accommodate  their  difcourfes  to  the  times  ; 
to  preach  again  ft  fuch  fins  as  are  moll  prevalent,  and  to 
recommend  fuch  virtues  as  are  mofl  wanted.  For  ex- 
ample, if  exorbitant  ambition  and  venality  are  predo- 
minant, ought  they  not  to  warn  their  hearers  againft  the 
vices?  If  public  fpirit  is  much  wanted,  fhould  they 
not  inculcate  this  great  virtue  ?  If  the  rights  and  du- 
ties of  rnagiftratcs  and  fubjecls  are  difputed,  fhould 
they  not  explain  them,  fhow  their  nature,  ends,  limita- 
tions and  reftri&ions  ?'* 

General  Gage,  directed  barracks  to  be  built  for  his 
troops,  as  the  winter  approached.  But  the  influence  of 
the  popular  leaders  prevailed  on  the  woikmen,  to  deOit 
from  gratifying  the  generals  defire.  Defertion  was 
much  encouraged  by  individuals  and  the  felect  men 
failed  not  to  contribute  to  the  temptation,  by  making 
the  fituation  of  the  king's  troops  as  irkfome  as  they 
could,  and  by  counteracting  all  endeavours  to  render  it 
comfortable;  and  acted  fyftematicallp  in  preventing 
their  obtaining  any  other  fupplies  but  neceiTary  provi- 
lions.  The  farmers  and  others,  were  difcouraged  from 
felling  the  Britifh  any  timber,  flit  work,  boards  and 
fuch  other  articles  of  convenience.  Straw  when  pur- 
chafed  for  their  fervice  was  often  burnt.  Vessels 
with  brick  intended  for  building  of  barracks,  &c. 
were  sunk,  and  carts  with  wood  were  dally  over  turned* 
Thus  by  one  contrivance  or  other,  purchafes  were  ei- 
ther prevented,  or  when  made  the  king's  property  was 
deftrcyed.  An  application  was  made  to  the  merchants 
of  New-York,  for   fupplying  the  troop  with  articles 

wanted 
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wanted.  The  New  York  merchants  on  being  applied 
to,  anfwered,  "  That  they  would  never  (upply  any  ar- 
ticle for  the  benefit  of  men  who  were  fent  as  enemies  to 
the  country." 

The  foi  ritude  with  which  the  inhabitants  of  Boilon 
in  this  crills/fupported  their  diltrclTes  are  beyond  ima- 
gination to  fuch  at  lea  ft,  who  have  never  experienced  a 
iimilar  diftrefs ;  to  every  appearance  civil  government, 
legislation,  judicial  proceedings,  and  commercial  regu- 
lations were  annihilated ;  and  the  determination  they 
diicovered  to  endure  as  much  as  human  nature  can, 
rather  than  betray  the  caufe  they  efpoufed,  and  endan- 
ger  the  liberties  of  pofterity,  mult  Secure  them  the  plau- 
dits  of  future  generations. 

On  the  30th  of  November  1774,  his  majefty  in  his 
fpeech  informed  his  new  parliament,  "  That  a  molt  dar- 
ing fpirit  of  refiftance  and  difobedience  to  the  laws,  un- 
happily prevailed  in  the  province  of  Maffachuietts,  and 
had  broke  forth  in  frefh  violences  of  a  very  criminal 
nature,  and  that  thefe  proceedings  had  been  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged  in  his  other  colonies,  and  un- 
warrantable attempts  had  been  made  to  obftru&  the 
commerce  of  his  kingdoms  by  unlawful  combinations* 
and  that  he  had  taken  fuch  meaiures,  and  given  fuch 
orders  as  he  judged  moft  proper  and  effectual,  for  car- 
rying into  execution  the  laws  which  were  paired  in  th& 
laft  feffion  of  the  late  parliament,  relative  to  the  pro? 
vince  of  Massachui'etts." 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  ijj^  The  king's  pro* 
clamation  reached  America.  Which  prohibited  £h« 
exportation  of  military  ft  ores  from  Britain.     The   peo- 
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pic  of  Rhode-Island,  on  receiving  intelligence  thereof, 
feized  upon  and  removed  from  the  public  battery  about 
forty  pieces  of  cannon.  And  loon  after,  on  the  14th 
day  of  December,  upward  of  four  hundred  men,  col- 
lected and  befet  his  majefty's  caflle  at  Portsmouth. 
Captain  Cochran,  who  having  the  command,  ordered 
three  four  pounders  to  be  fired  upon  them,  and  then  the 
fmall  arms,  but  before  they  could  be  ready  for  a  fecend 
fire,  the  assailants  fiormed  ih&  fort,  and  fecured  and  con- 
fined both  him  and  his  men,  and  kept  them  prifoners 
about  an  hour  and  a  half,  till  they  broke  open  the  pow- 
der houfe,  and  took  the  powder  away  ;  after  putting  it 
in  boats,  the  garrifon  was  releafed  from  confinement. 

On  the  5th  day  of  September  1774,  delegates   from 
all  the  colonies  except  North  Carolina,  arrived  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, they  met  in  general   congrefs   and  prccceed- 
ed  to  the  choice  of  a  prefident,  when  Peyton  Randolph, 
Efquire,  was  unanimously  elected,   and    Mr.    Charles 
Thompfon,  unanimously  chofen  fecretary.  Before  they 
engaged  in  any  important  bulinefs,  the  North  Carolina 
delegates  joined  them.     The  whole  number   when  to- 
gether were  fifty  three  including    the   prtfident.     They 
agreed  as  one  of  the  rules  of  their  doing  bufinefs,    that 
no  entry  mould  be  made  on  their  journals  of  any  pro- 
portions difcussed  before  them,  to  which  they    did    no 
finally  assent.     They  refolved;    <;  that   in  determining 
queftiens,  each  colony  or  province  fhall  have  one  vote/' 
They  appointed  two  committees  ;  the  firft,  to  Mate  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  colonies  in  general,    the  fe- 
veral  infiances  in  which  they  had  been  violated  or  in- 
fringed £ncc  the  year  1763,  and  the  means  mod  proper 

to 
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to  be  purfed  for  obaining  a  reftoration  of  them  ;  the  o- 
ther  to  examine  and  report  the  feveral  ilatutes  which 
affc&ed  the  trade  and  manufactures  of  the  colonics. 

Previous  to  the  continental  congrefs  entering 
upon  bufinefs,  the  gentlemen  from  the  feveral  colonies 
produced  their  refpe&ive  credentials,  which  were  read 
and  approved  as  follows : 

PROVINCE  of  NEWHAMPSHIRE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appoined  by  the  fever- 
al towns  in  this  Province  held  at  ExeUr  in  the  county 
of  Rockingham,  21ft  July,  1774,  for  the  election  of  de- 
legates, on  behalf  of  this  province,  to  join  the  general 
congrefs  propofed.     Prefent  85  members. 

The  honourable  John  Wentworth,  Efquire  in  the 
chair.  Voted,  that  Major  John  Sullivan,  and  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Fukom,  Efquires,  be  appointed  and  empower- 
ed, as  delegates,  on  the  part  of  this  province,  to  attend 
and  ass  ill  in  the  general  congrefs  of  delegates  from  the 
other  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and  place,  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed, to  devife,  confult,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
may  have  the  moil  likely  tendency  to  extricate  the  co- 
lonies from  their  prefent  difficulties  ;  to  fecure  and  per- 
petuate their  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  and  to  ref- 
tore  that  peace,  harmony,  and  mutual  confidence  which 
once  happily  fubfcfted  between  the  parent  country  and 
her  colonies, 

j,  wentwortk,  Chairman. 

PRO- 
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PROVINCE  or  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY: 

In  the  House  of  Reprefeniatives,  June  17,  1774. 

This  houfe  having  duly  confidered  and  being  deep- 
ly affected  with  the  unhappy  differences,  which  have 
long  iubfifted  and  are  increaGng,  between  Great  Britain, 
and  the  American  colonies,  do  refolve  :  That  a  meeting 
of  committees  from  the  feveral  colonies  on  this  conti- 
nent, is  highly  expedient  and  neceffary  to  confult  upon 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  colonies,  and  the  miferies  to 
which  they  are  and  muft  be  reduced  by  the  operation 
of  certain  a&s  of  parliament  refpe&ing  America,  and 
to  deliberate  and  determine  upon  wife  and  proper  mea- 
fures  to  be  by  them  recommended  to  all  the  colonies, 
for  the  recovery  and  eitablifhment  of  their  juft  rights 
%n&  liberties,  civil  and  religious,  and  the  reft  oration  of 
union  and  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  co- 
lonies, moil  ardently  defired  by  all  good  men.  There- 
fore, refolved,  that  the  lion.  James  Bowdoine,  Efq.  the 
hon.  Thomas  Gushing,  Efq.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John 
Adams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Efquires,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  this  pro- 
vince, ior  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  any  three  of  whom  to 
be  a  quorum  ;  to  meet  fuch  committees  or  delegates 
from  the  other  colonies,  as  have  been  or  may  be  appoint- 
ed either  by  their  refpe&ive  houfes  of  burgeffes,  or  repre- 
fentatives-,  or  by  convention,  or  by  the  committees  of 
correfpondence  appointed  by  the  refpe&ive  houfes  of 
Affembly,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  place 
that  /ball  be  judged  mod  fuitable  by  the  committee,  on 
the  1&  day  of  September  next ;  and  that  the  fpeaker   of 

the 
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the  houfe  be  d:re£ted  in  a  letter  to  the  fpe?kers  of  the 
houf-s  of burgesses  or  representatives  in  the  feveral  co- 
llies, to  inform  them  of  the  fubftance  of  thefe  re- 
folves, 

Samuel  Adams,  Ckrk§ 

RHODE-ISLAND. 

By  the  Hon.  Jofeph  Wanton,  Efq.  Governor,  Captain  Gen* 
eral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  and  over  the  En* 
glifh  Colony  of  Rhode-  Island,  and  Providence  Flania* 
tions,  in  New -England,  in  America. 

To  the  Hon.  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esq.  and  tjie, 
Hon.  Samuel  Ward,  Eso, --GREETING. 

WHEREAS  the  general  aflembly  of  the  colony 
aforefaid,  have  nominated  and  appointed  you  the  faid 
Stephen  Hopkins,  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  reprefent  the 
people  of  this  colony  in  a  general  congrefs  o:  ieprefen* 
tatives  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  at  fuch  time  and 
place  as  mould  be  agreed  upon  by  the  major  pari  of  the 
committees  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  by  the  colonies  ia 
general :  1  do  therefore  hereby  authorize,  impower,  and 
comrnissionatc  you  the  faid  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Samuel 
Ward,  to  repair  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  being  the 
place  agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  colonies, 
and  there,  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  and  job* 
with  the  commissioners  or  delegates  from  the  other  co- 
lonies, in  confulting  upon  proper  meafures  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  the  feveial  a£h  of  the  BritiJJi  parliament  for 
levying  taxes  upon  his  majefty's  fubjeBs  in  America, 
without  their  confetti  and  particularly  an  a£l  lately 

paffed 
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pa&ed  for  blocking  up  the  port  of  Bojlon,  and  upon  pro- 
per meafures  toeflablifh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
c  lonies  upon  a  juit  and  folid  foundation,  agreeable  to 
the  inftruclions  given  you  by  the  general  assembly. 

f  *****#*.    Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  feal  of  the  faid 

'««*U**»    colony,  this  10th  day  of  Augufl,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  1774,  and  the  14th  of  the  reign  of  his  molt  fa- 

cred  rrajefty  George  the  third,  by  the  grae^of  God,  king 

of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

J,  WANTON. 

By  his  honour's  command  1 
Henry  Ward,  Sec*  J 


CONNECTICUT. 

In  the  HoufeoJ  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Gonmcli- 
cut,     Juae  3d,  1774. 

WHEREAS  a  congrefs  of  commissioners  from 
the  feveral  Britifh  colonies  in  America,  is  propofed  by 
fome  of  our  neighbouring  colonies,  and  thought  necef- 
fary  ;  and  whereas  it  may  be  found  expedient  {hat  fueh 
congrefs  fhould  be  convened  before  the  next  fessions  of 
this  assembly. 

Refolved  by  this  houfe,  that  the  committee  of  corref^ 
pondence  be  and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  on  applica* 
tion  to  them,  made  or  from  lime  to  time,  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  appoint  a  fuitable  number  to  attend  fuch 
congrefs,  or  convention  of  commissioners,  or  commit- 
tees of  the  feveral  colonies  in  Britijh  America,  and  the 
pcrfons  thus  to  be  chofen  fhall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
dife&ed,  inbdialf  oi  this  colony,  to  attend  fueh  con- 
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grefs  ;  to  confult  and  advife  on  proper  meafures  fot 
advancing  the  belt  good  of  the  colonies,  and  fuch  con- 
ferences from  time  to  time,  to  report  to  this  houfe. 

A  true  extract  and   copy  from  the  journal  of  the 
Houfe. 

William  Williams,  CUrh. 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  (J. 

New  London,  July  13th  1774* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  0}  correjpondence  for  this 
colony.  The  Hon.  Ebenezer  Siiiiman,  Efq.  in  ihc 
chair. 

THE  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  the  hon.  William  Samuel 
jfohnflon,  Era/his  Wolcott,  Silas  Beam,  and  Richard 
Law,  Efquires,  were  nominated,  purfuant  to  the  act  of 
the  hon.  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  fa  id  colony, 
at  their  fessions  in  May  jail,  either  three  of  which  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  in  behalf  of  this  co- 
lony, to  attend  the  general  congrefs  of  the  colonies, 
propofed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  firfl  day  of 
September  next,  or  at  fuch  other  time  and  place  as  fhall 
be  agreed  on  hy  the  colonies,  to  confult  and  advife  with 
the  commissioners  or  committees  of  the  feveral  EngliJJi 
colonies  in  America,  on  proper  meafures  for  advancing 
the  beft  good  of  the  colonies. 

Signed,  Ebenezer  Siiiiman,  William  Williams,  Benja* 
nin  Payne,  Erajius  Wolcott,  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Samuel 
M.  Parsons^  Nathaniel  Wales,  Junr.  Silas  Deans. 

Ilartforfl, 
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Hartford,  Auguft,  1774. 

'Aid  meeting  of  the  committee  of  corr  efpondence  for  this 
colony.     Erajlus  Wolcott,  chairman. 

THE  hon.  William  Samuel  John/Ion,  Erajlus  WoU 
■sott,  and  Richard  Law,  Efquires,  nominated  by  this  com- 
mittee at  New-London,  on  the  13th  of  July  laft,  as  per- 
form proper  to  attend  the  general  congrefs,  to  be  held  a£ 
Philadelphia,  on.  the  firft  of  September  ntxt,  as  by  faid 
appointment,  being  unable  by  reafon  of  previous  en- 
gagements and  the  itate  of  their  health,  to  attend  faid 
congrefs  on  behalf  of  this  colony  ;  the  hon.  Roger 
Sherman,  and  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Eiquires,  were  nominat- 
ed in  the  place  of  the  afoiefaid  gentlemen,  as  perfons 
proper  to  attend  faid  congrefs,  in  behalf  of  this  colony, 
either  of  which  arc  empowered,  with  the  hon.  Eliphalei 
Dyer,  and  Silas  Dcane,  Efquires,  for  that  purpofe. 

Signed,  William  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Jofeph 
Trumbull,  Nathaniel  IV ales,  Jun,  Samuel  1L  Parfons, 
■Samuel  EiJJiop. 

NEW-YORK. 

By  duly  certified  polls,  taken  by  proper  perfons  in 
feven  wards,  it  appears,  that  James  Duane,  John  Jay, 
Philip  Livingjlon,  Isaac  Low,  and  John  Alsop,  Efqrs. 
were  elected  as  delegates  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New-York,  to  attend  the  congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  the 
iiift  day  of  September  next,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
Iftittecs  of  feveral  diari&s  in  the  county  otWtft  Chejhr. 
the  fame  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  reprefent  *hit 
county  ;   alfo  by  a  letter   from   Jacob.  L&nfmg,  Jun. 
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dbairrji  in,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  Albany,  it  ap- 
rth.it  city  and  county  had  a  looted  the  fame 
for  their  delegates.  By  another  Inter  it  appears,  that 
►mmittee  from  the  feveial  di(iri$s  in  the  county 
of  Duchefs,  had  like  wife  adopted  the  fame  as  delegates 
to  reprefent  that  county  in  congre&,  and  that  commit- 
tees or  <  ns  approve  of  them  as  their  delegates. 

Bv  a  wnung  duly  attefted  it  appears,  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  have  appointed 
coionel  William  Floyd,  to  reprefent  them  in  congrefs. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

To  James  Kinfey,  William  Living/Ion,  John  Dehart, 
Stephen  Crane,  and  jlichard  Smith,  Ejanrs.  each  and 
every  of  you, 

THE  committees,  appointed  by  the    feveral  coun- 
ties of  the  colony  of  New-Jerjcy  to   nominate  deputies, 
to  reprefent  the  fame  in   general  congrefs  of  deputies, 
from  the  other  colonies    in   America,    convened  at    the 
city  of  New-  B run/wick,  have  nominated  and   appointed 
and   do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you,  and  Keach 
of   you,   deputies    to    reprefent    the    colony  of    New- 
Jerfey,  in    the    faid  general  congrefs.       In    testimony 
whereof,   the   chairman   of     the   faid  feveral   commit- 
tees here  met,  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands,  this   twenty 
third  day  of  July,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the    Third,    and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1774- 

Signed,  William  P.  Smith,  Jacob  Ford,  John  Moor cs, 
Robert  JohnjlonRohertFriendPrice,  Peter Zabrijkie,  Sam- 

Vol.  L  O  *' 
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uel  Tucker.  Edward  Taylor.  Hendrick  Fijlicr   Archibald 
Stewart/1  homasAnderjon  Abia  Brown,  Mark  Thompjon. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Exir aft  from    Votes  of  Assembly,  Friday    July  zw$, 
1774,  A^  M. 

THE  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  taking  into  their 
mod  feiious  confederation,  the  unfortunate  differences 
which  have  long  fubfsfied  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  colonies,  and  being  greatly  increafed  by 
the  operation  and  effects  of  divers  late  ads  of  the  Bri~ 
tijk  parliament, 

Rtflved  N.  C.  D.  That,  there  is  an  abfolute  necef- 
fity  that  a  congrefs  of  deputies  from  the  feveral  colonies 
be  held  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  cunfult  to- 
gether upon  the  prefent  unhappy  ftate  of  the  colonies, 
and  to  form  and  adopt  a  plan  for  the  purpofes  of  ob- 
taining redrefs  of  American  grievances,  afcertaining  A* 
mtrican  righis  upon  the  mod  folid  and  eonfthutional 
principles,  and  for  eflabhfhmg  that  union  and  harmony 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  which  is  in- 
difpeniably  necefiary  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
botii. 

EoDFM    Dlfi,  P.  M* 

THE  houfe  fefumed  the  confide ra! ion  of  the  re* 
folve  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  .and,  after 
fome   debate    thereon,    adopting   and    confirming    the 

same* 

Rcflved 
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Resolved  N  C.  D.  That  the  hon.  y^^/i  Galloway, 
fpe-tker  ;  Samuel  Rh^ads,  Thomas  Mifflin.  Charles 
Humphreys.  John  Morton,  George  Rofs,  and  Edward 
Buddie  Efquires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee,  on  the  part  of  this  province,  for  the  purpofes 
aforefaid,  and  that  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  do  meet 
fuch  committees  or  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  as 
have  been  or  may  be  appointed,  either  by  their  refpec. 
tive  houfes  of  reprefentarives,  or  by  convention,  or  by 
the  provincial  or  colony  committees,  at  fuch  time  and 
place,  as  fhall  be  generally  agreed  on  by  fueh  commit- 
tees. 

August  id,  1774.  A,  M. 

The  three  Counties  New  Cajlle,  Kent  and  SuJJex  on  Dela. 

ware, 

THE  reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  counties  of  New-Cajlle,  Kent,  and  Sussex, 
on  Delaware,met  at  New  Cdfth,  in  purfuance  of  circu- 
lar letters  from  the  fpeaker  oi  the  houfe,  who  was  re- 
fuelled to  write  and  forward  the  fame  to  the  members 
of  aflcmbly  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence  for 
the  feveral  counties  aforefaid  chofen  and  appointed  for 
that  among  other  purpofes,  by  the  freeholders  and  free- 
nien  of  the  faid  counties  refpeclively  :  and  having  cho- 
fen a  chairman,  and  read  the  refolves  of  the  three  ref- 
pe&ive  counties,  and  fundry  letters  from  the  committees 
©f  correfpondence  along  the  continent,  they  unanimous- 
ly entered  into  the  following  refolution,  viz. 

Wt 
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We  the  reprefentatives  aforefaid,  by    virtue    of  the 
power  delegated  to  us,  as  aforefaid,    taking  into  our  mod 
ferious  confideration  the  feveral  a&s  of  the  Britijh  parli- 
ament  for  retraining  manufactures  in    his  majefty's  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in   North  America, — for  taking  a* 
way  the  property  of  the  colonics  without    their  partici- 
pation orconfent — for  the  introduction  of  the  arbitrary 
powers  of  excife  into  the    cufloms   here, — forth 
ing  all  revenue  caufes  triable  without  jury,    and  under 
ihedecilion  of  a  fingle  dependent  Judge, — for  the  trial 
in  England,  of  perfons  accufed  of  capital    crimes,  com- 
mitted  in    the    colonics., — for     the     fhutting   up    the 
port  of  Bojlon^  —  for  new  modelling  the  government  of 
the  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  the  operation  of  the  fame  on 
the  property,  liberty,  and    lives    of  the   cclcnifls  ;  and 
alfo  confidering  that  the  moil  eligible    mode   of  deter- 
mining upon  the  premifes,  and  of  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure relief  and  redrefs  of  our    grievances,  would  have 
been  by  us  afiembled  in  a  legislative  capacity  but  that 
as  the  houfe  had  adjourned  to  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  his  honour 
the  governor  would  call  us,  by  writs  of  fu?r>mons,    on  this 
occaCon,  having  refuied  to  do  the  like  in  his  other  pro- 
vince of  Pennfylvania  ;   the  next  mofc  proper  method, 
of  anfwering  the  expectations  and  defiles  of  our  conftit- 
uents,  and  of  contributing  our  aid  to  the  general   caufe 
of  America,  is  to  appoint  commiffioners  or  deputies   in 
behalf  of  the  people  of  ihis  government,  to    meet    and 
acl;  with  thofe  appointed  by  the  other  provinces,  in  gen- 
eral congrefs  ;  and  we  do£  therefore,  unanimously    no- 
minate and  appoint    Ccrfar  Rodney,   Thomas   M'Kcan, 

and 
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and  George  Read,  Efqrs.  or  any  two  of  them,  deputies 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  this  jfpygrment,  in  a  general 
continental  congr,efs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  on  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  September  next,  ot 
at  any  other  time  or  place  that  may  be  generally  agreed 
on,  then  and  there,  to  confult  and  acjvife  v/ith  the  de- 
puties from  the  other  colonies,  and  to  determine  upon 
all  fuch  prudent  and  lawful  meafures,  as  may  be  judg- 
ed mod  expedient  for  the  colonies  immediately  and  uni- 
tedly to  adopt,  in  order  to  obtain  relief  for  an  epprelTed 
people,  and  the  redrefs  of  our  general  grievances. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention 

Cae  sarRodney,  Chairman, 

MARYLAND. 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the 
feveral  counties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city 
ot  Annapolis,  the  22dday  of  June  1774,  at  and  contin- 
ued by  adjournment,  from  day  to  day,  till  the  25th  ot 
the  fame  month. 

Matthew  Tilghman,  EJq,  in  the  chair* 
John  Ducket,  Clerk. 

Refulved,  That  Mathew  Tilghmgn,  Thomas  John/Ion, 
Jun.  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Faca,  and  Samuel 
Chase,  Efqrs.  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  be  deputies 
for  this  province,  to  attend  a  genei^t  congrefs  of  deputies 
from  ths  colonies  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  may  be  a- 
greed  on  ;  to  erFeS  one  general  plan  of  conduct,  operat- 
ing onjhe  commercial  connexion  of  the  colonies  v/ith  the 
mother  country,  for  the  relief  of  Boftd^  and  prefervation 
of  American  liberty,  VIR- 


$i  TPIE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  1774, 


VIRGINIA. 

Monday  the  firjl  ofAugttfl,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1  jjj^. 

AT  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  differ- 
ent counties  in  this  colony,  convened  in  the  city  of  WiU 
Jiamsburgh,  to  take  under  their  confideration  the  pre  lent 
ciitical  and  alarming  ficuation  ot  the  continent  of  North 
America, 

Hon,  Peyton  Randolph.  Ejq.  in  the  Chair. 

It  was  unanimoufly,  refolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion 
©fthiss meeting,  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive  to  the 
fecurity  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  a  gen* 
eral  congrefs  of  deputies  from  all  the  colonies,  aflemble 
as  foon  as  the  nature  of  their  fituations  will  admit,  to 
conGder  of  the  moll  proper  and  effectual  manner  of  fo 
operating  on  the  commercial  connexion  of  the  colonies 
with  the  mother  country,  as  to  procure  red  re fs  for  the 
much  injured  province  of  Massachufetts-Bay,  to  fecure 
.Britifh  America  horn  the  ravage  and  ruin  of  arbitrary 
taxes,  and  fpeedily  to  procure  the  return  of  that  harmo- 
ny and  union  fo  beneficial  to  the  whole  empire,  and  fo 
ardently  dented  by  -11  Britifh  America, 

Friday  August  5th,  1 774. 

THE  meeting  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  delegates, 
to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  congrefs,  when  the 
honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Gor^e 

Wafhington 
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Wafhingtm,  Patrick  Henry,  Richard  Bland,  Benjamin 
Hayrifm,  and  Edmond  Pendleton,  Efqrt;  were  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpole. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

In  the  Commons  Houft  ofAJftmhly,  Tucfday  the  2d  day   of 

Augujl,  1774. 

COLONEL  POWELL  acquainted  the  houfe, 
that  daring  the  recefs  ot  this  houfe,  viz,  on  the  Gxth, 
feventh  and  eighth  days  of  July  lad,  at  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  they  having  under 
confideration  the  ads  of  parliament  lately  palled  with 
regard  to  the  port  of  Bijlon  and  colony  of  Massachufetts* 
Bay,  as  well  as  other  American  grievances,  has  nominat- 
ed and  appointed,  the  honourable  Henry  Af  id  die  ton, 
John  Rutledge  Thomas  Lynch,  Chrijlcpher  Gadsden,  and 
Edward  Rutledge,  Efqrs.  deputies  on  the  part  and  be- 
half of  this  colony,  to  meet  the  deputies  of  the  other 
colonies  of  North  America,  in  general  congrefs  the  firfi 
Monday  in  September  next  at  Philadelphia,  or  at  any  o- 
ther  time  and  place  that  may  be  generally  agreed  on, 
there  to  confider  the  acts  lately  patted,  and  bills  depend- 
ing in  parliament  with  regard  to  the  port  of  Bo/ton  and 
colony  ot  Massachusetts -Bay  ;  which  a&s  and  bills  in  the 
precedent  and  confequences,  ailecl  the  whole  continent 
of  America — alfo  the  grievances  under  which  America 
labours,  by  reafon  of  the  feveral  acts  of  parliament  that 
impofe  taxes  or  duties  for  railing  a  revenue,  and  lay 
Uiineceflary  rellraints  and  burdens   on  trade. — And    of 

the  ftatuets  parliamentary  acts3  and  :oyal   inductions, 

which 
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which  make  an  invidious  diftincti  on  between  bis  majes- 
ty's fubjects  in  Great  Britain  and  America,  with  tull 
power  and  authority  to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effectually 
profecute  fuch  legal  meafures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the 
far!  deputies,  and  of  the  deputies  fo  to  be  assembled, 
mall  be  moft  likely  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  faid  acts, 
and  a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances.  And  thereupon  mov- 
ed that  this  houfe  do  refolve  to  recognize,  ratify,  and 
confirm  the  faid  appointment  of  the  deputies  for  the 
purpofes  afore  faid. 

Refovled,  N.  C.  D%  That  this  houfe  do  recognize, 
ratify,  and  confirm  the  appointment  of  the  faid  deputies 
for  the  purpofes  mentioned  in  the  faid  motion. 

Attejled 

Thomas  Farr,  Jun.   Clerk. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  The  continental  congrefs, 
refvlved,  that  the  reverend  Mr.  Duche  be  defired  to  o- 
pen  the. congrefs  to-morrow  morning  with    prayers,    at 

the  Carpenter 's  Hall  at   nine  o'clock. Agreeable    to 

the  refolve,  the  meeting  was  opened    on    the  next   day 

with  prayers  by   the   Reverend    Mr.   Duche.- After 

fervice  it  was  voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  congrefs  be 
given  to  Mr.  Duche,  by  Mr.  Gushing,  and  Mr.  Ward, 
for  performing  Divine  Service,  and  for  the  excel- 
lent Prayer,  which  he  compofed  and  delivered  on  the 
occanon. 

On 
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On  Wednesday,  September  14th  1774.  A.  M. 

William  Hooper,  and  Jofeph  Hewes,  Efqrs.  two  of 
the  deputies  from  North-Carolina,  attended  thecongrefs 
and  produced  their  credentials,  as  follows  : . 

NORTILCAROLINA. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  Deputies   of  the  Inhabitants  of 

this  Province,    Newburn,  the  25th   day  oj    Augufl, 

*774> 

Refolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  propofals  of  a 
general  congrefs,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  September  next,  then  and  there  to 
deliberate  upon  the  prefent  (late  of  Britifli  America, 
and  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  may  deem  prudent 
to  affeel;  the  purpofe  of  defcribing  with  certainty  the 
rights  of  Americans,  repairing  the  breach  made  in  thofe 
rights,  and  for  guarding  them  for  the  future  from  any 
fuch  violations  done  under  the  fan&ion  of  public  au- 
thority. 

Rtfolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hemes,  and 
Richard  Cafwell,  Efquires,  and  every  of  them  be  depu- 
ties to  attend  fuch  congrefs,  and  they  are  hereby  inveft- 
ed  with  fuch  powers,  as  may  make  any  a£ls  done  by 
them  or  confent  given  in  behalf  of  this  province,  obli- 
gatory in  honour  upon  every  inhabitant  hereof,  who  is 
not  an  alien  to  his  country's  good,  and  an  apoftate  to 
the  liber  ties  of  America, 

Signed,  John  Harvey,  Moderator 

Auefted,  Andrew  Knox,  ClerL 

Vol.  I.  H  ffenry 
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Henry  Wifner,  Efq,  a  delegate  from  the   county   of 
Orange,  in  the  colony  of   New  York  appeared  at  con- 
grefs,  and  produced  a  certificate  of  his  election   by    the 
faid  county,  which  being  read  and  approved,  he    took 
his  feat  in  congrefs  as  a  deputy  for  the  colony  of  New* 
York.        ""The    following    gentlemen,    appeared,    and 
produced  certificates,  and  took   their   feats,    viz.    John 
Herring,  Efqr.  a  deputy  from  Orange  county  in  the  co- 
lony of  New  York.     Simon  Boerum,  Efq.  a  deputy  from 
King's  county  in  the  colony    of  New  York,  and   John 
Dickinson,  Efq.  a  deputy  for  the  province  of  FennjyU 
vanit. 

The  refolutions  entered  into  by  the  delegates  from 
the  fevcral  towns  and  diftrifts  in  the  county  of.  Suffolk, 
in  the  province  of  the M a fjachujdts  Bay,  on  Tuefday  the 
6rrs  of  September,  and  their  addrefs  to  his  excellency  go- 
vernor Gage,  dated  the  9th,  were  laid  before  the  con- 
grefs, and  are  as  follows  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  every  town  and 
diftricl  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of 
September,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Richard  Woodward,  of 
Dedham,  and  by  adjournment  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  — u 
■Vofe,  ot  Milton,  on  Friday  the  9th  inftant,  Jofeph  FaU 
mer,  Efq.  being  chofen  Moderator,  and  William  Thomp* 
{on,  Efq.  Clerk,  a  committee  was  chcfen  to  bring  in  a 
report  to  the  convention,  and  the  following  being  fever- 
al  times  read,  and  put  paragraph  by  paragraph,  was 
unanimously  voted,  viz. 

Whereas  the  power  but  not  the  juftice,  the  ven- 
geance but  not  the -wifdom  of  Great  Britain,  which  of 
old  .persecuted,  feourged,  and  exiled  our  fugitive  parents 

from 
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from  their  native  fhores,  now  purfues  us  their  guiltlefs 
children  with  unrelenting  feverity  :  And  whereas  this, 
then  favage  and  uncultivated  deferf,  was  purchaled  by 
the  toil  and  treafure,  or  acquiied  by  the  blood  and  va* 
lour  of  thofe  our  venerable  progenitors  ;  to  us  they 
bequeathed  the  dear  bought  inheritance,  to  our  care 
and  protection  they  con(i_ned  it,  and  the  mod  facred 
obligations  are  upon  us  to  tranfmit  the  glorious  pur- 
chafe  unfettered  by  power,  unclogged  with  (hackles  to 
our  innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  On  the  for- 
titude, on  the  wifdom  and  on  the  exertions  of  this 
important  day,  is  fufpended  the  fate  of  this  new 
world,  and  of  unborn  millions.  If  a  boundlefs  extent 
of  continent,  fwarming  with  millions,  will  tamely  fub« 
mit  to  live,  move  and  have  their  being  at  the  arbitrary 
will  of  a  licentious  minifler,  they  bafely  yield  to  volun* 
tary  slavery,  and  future  generations  fhall  load  their 
memories  with  inceffant  execrations.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  wearreft  the  hand  which  would  ranfack  cur  pockets, 
if  we  difarm  the  parricide  which  points  the  dagger  to 
our  bofoms,  if  we  nobly  defeat  that  fatal  ediGk  which 
proclaims  a  power  to  frame  laws  for  us  in  all  cafes 
whatfover,  thereby  entailing  the  endlefs  and  numberlefs 
curfes  of  ilavery  upon  us,  our  heirs  and  their  heirs  for- 
ever ;  if  we  fuccefsfully  refill  that  unparalleled  ufurpa- 
tion  of  unconftitutionai  power  whereby  our  capital  is 
robbed  of  the  means  of  life ;  whereby  the  flreets  of  Bcflon 
are  thronged  with  military  executioners  ;  whereby  our 
coails  are  lined  and  harbours  crowded  with  (hips  of  war ; 
whereby  the  charter  of  the  colony,  that  facred  barrier 
againft  the  encroachments  cf  tyranny  is  mutilated  and 

in 
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in  effe&  annihilated ;  whereby  a  murderous  law  is 
framed  to  (helter  villains  from  the  hands  of  juftice ; 
whereby  the  unalienable  and  ineftimable  inherit- 
ance, which  we  derived  from  nature,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  Britain,  and  the  privileges  warranted  to  us 
in  the  charter  of  the  province,  is  totally  wrecked,  an- 
nulled, and  vacated,  pofterity  will  acknowledge  that 
virtue  which  preferved  them  free  and  happy  ;  and 
while  we  enjoy  the  rewards  and  bleffings  of  the  faithful, 
the  torrent  of  panegy rifts  will  roll  our  reputations  to 
that  lateft  period,  when  the  flreams  of  time  (hall  be  ab- 

iorbed  in  the  abyfs  of   eternity. Therefore  we  have 

refolved,  and  dorefolvd 

1.  That  whereas  his  majefty  George  the  third  is  the 
rightful  fucceflor  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  and 
juftly  entitled  to  the  allegiance  of  the  Briiijh  realm, 
and  agreeable  to  compact,  of  the  Englijlt  colonies  in 
America,  therefore,  we  the  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  of  the 
firft  planters  of  this  colony,  do  cheerfully  acknowledge 
the  faid  George  the  third,  to  be  our  rightful  fovereign, 
and  that  faid  covenant  is  the  tenure  and  claim  on  which 
are  founded  our  allegiance  and  fubmifiion. 

2.  That  it  is  an  indifpenlible  duty  which  we  owe  to 
God  our  country,  ourfelves  and  pofterity,  by  all  law- 
ful  ways  and  means  in  our  power  to  maintain,  defend 
and  preferve  thefe  civil  and  religious  rights  and  liber- 
ties, for  which  many  of  our  fathers  fought,  bled,  and 
died,and  to  hand  them  down  entire  to  future  generations, 

3.  That  the  late  a£is  of  the  Btitijh  parliament  for 
blocking  up  the  haibour  of  Bo/Ion,  for  altering  the  efta- 
blifhed    form   of  government  in    this  colony,  and  for 

fcreening 
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fcreening  the  moft  flagitious  violators  of  the  laws  of  th« 
province  from  a  legal  trial,  are  grofs  infraftions  of  thofc 
rights  to  which  we  are  juftiy  entitled  by  the  laws  of 
nature,  the  Britifh    conflitution  and  the  charter    of  th« 

province. 

4.  That  no  obedience  is  due  from  this  province  to 
cither  or  any  part  of  the  afts  above  mentioned,  but  that 
they  be  rejeaed  as  the  attempts  of  a  wicked  adminifha- 
tion  to  enslave  America, 

5.  That  fo  long  as  the  juftices  of  our  fuperior  court 
of  judicature,  court  of  affizef&c.  and  inferior  court  of 
common  pleas  in  this  county  are  appointed,  or  hold 
their  places,  by  any  other  tenure  than  that  which  the 
charter  and  the  laws  of  the  province  direcl,  they  mud 
be  co  nfidered  as  under  undue  influence,  and  are  there- 
ore  unconftitutional  officers,  and  as  fach  no  regard 
ought    to     be  paid    to   them   by   the   people    of  this 

county. 

6.  That  if  the  juftices  of  the  fuperior  court  of  judi- 
cature, assize,  &a  juftices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
or  of  the  general  fessions  of  the  peace,  fhall   fit   and    a& 
during  their  prefenfc  difqualificd  ftate,  this    county  will 
fupport  and  bear  harmlefs  all  fherirls   and   their    depu- 
ties, conflables,  jurors  and  other  officers,  who  fhall  re* 
fufe  to  carry  into  execution  the    orders  of  faid    courts; 
and  as  far  as  possible  to  prevent    the   many    inconveni- 
ences  which  mud  be  occafioned  by  a  fufpenfion  of   the 
courts  of  juftice,  we  do  moil  earnelViy  recommend  it  to 
all  creditors  that    they    (hew    all    reafonable   and  even 
generous    forbearance  to  their  debtors  ;  and  to  all  deb- 
tors, to  pay  their  juli  debts  with  ail  possible  fpeed,  and 

if 
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if  any  difputes  relative  to  debts  or  trefpafTes  fhall  arife, 
which  cannot  be  fettled  by  the  parties,  we  recommend 
it  to  them  to  fubmit  all  fuch  caufes  to  arbitration;  and 
it  is  our  opinion  that  the  contending  parties  or  either  of 
them,  who  (hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  ought  to  be  conlidered 
as  co-operating  with  the  enemies  of  this  country. 

7.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  collectors  of  taxes, 
confiables  and  all  other  officers,  who  have  public  mo- 
nies in  their  hands,  to  retain  the  fame  and  not  to  make 
any  payment  thereof  to  the  provincial  county  treafurer 
until  the  civil  government  of  the  province  is  placed  up. 
on  a  conftitutional  foundation,  or  until  it  fhall  other- 
wife  be  ordered  by  the  propofed  provincial  congrefs. 

8.  That  the  perfons  who  have  accepted  feats  at  th» 
council  board,  by  virtue  of  a  mandamus  from  the  king 
in  conformity  to  the  late  acl;  of  the  Britijh  parliament, 
entitled  an  acl  for  the  regulating  the  government  of 
the  Massachufetts-Bay,  have  acled  in  direct  violation  of 
the  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  and  have  thereby 
given  great  and  juft  offence  to  this  people  ;  therefore  re» 
folved,  that  this  county  do  recommend  it  to  all  perfons, 
who  have  fo  highly  offended  by  accepting  faid  depart- 
ments, and  have  not  already,  publicly  refigned  their 
feats  at  the  council  board,  to  make  public  refignaiions  of 
their  places  at  faid  board,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
this  inftant  September  ;  and  that  all  perfons  refuting  fo 
to  do  fhall,  from  and  after  faid  day,  becenfidered  by 
this  county  as  obftinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  this 
country. 

9.  That  the  fortifications  begun  and  now  carrying  on 
upon  Bojlon  Neck,  are  juftly  alarming  to    this  county, 

and 
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an  1  gives  us  reafon  to  apprehend  Tome  hoftile  intention 
againft  that  town,  more  efpecially  as  the  commander  in 
chief  has  in  a  very  exlraoidinaiy  manner  removed  the 
powder  from  the  magazine  at  Ckarle/hwn,  and  has  alfo 
forbidden  the  keeper  of  the  magazine  at  Bojloft,  to  deli- 
ver out  to  the  owners  the  powder,  which  they  had  lodg- 
ed in  faid  magazine. 

ic  That  the  late  act  of  parliament  for  eftablifhing 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  and  the  French  laws  in 
that  extenfive  country  now  called  Quebec,  is  dangerous 
in  an  extreme  degree  to  the  protectant  religion  and  to 
the  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  all  America  ;  and  there- 
fore as  men  and  proteftant  chriflians,  we  areindifpenfa- 
bly  obliged  to  take  all  proper  measures  for  our  fecu- 
rity. 

11.  That  whereas  our  enemies  have  flattered  them* 
felves  that  they  (hall  make  an  eafy  prey  of  this    numer- 
ous, brave  and  hardy  people,  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
they    are    unacquainted  with   military    difcipline  ;  we 
therefore  for  the  honour,    defence   and   fecuiity  of  this 
county  and  province  advife  as  it  has   been  recommend- 
ed to  takeaway  all  commissions  horn  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  that  thofe  who  now  held  commissions,  or  fuch 
other  perfons  be  elected  in  eaeh  town  as  officers  in   the 
militia  as  mall  be  judged  of  fufficient  capacity  for   thai 
purpofe,  and  who  have  evidenced  themfelves  the  inflex- 
ible friends  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  and  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  thofe  towns  and  diiiricts,   who   are   qualified, 
do  ufe  their  utmofi  diligence    to   acquaint    themfelves 
with  the  art  of  war  as  foon  as    possible,  and  do  for  that 
purpofe  appear  under  arms  at  kail  once  every  week. 

12.  That 


fi  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  im# 

12.  That  during  the  prefent  hoftile  appearances  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  many 
infuks  and  oppressions  which  we  mod  fenGbly  refent, 
yet,  neverthclefs  from  our  affection  to  his  majefty,  which 
we  have  at  all  times  evidenced,  we  are  determined  to 
act  merely  upon  the  defenfive,  fo  long  as  fuch  conduct 
may  be  vindicated  by  reifon  and  the  principles  of  felf- 
prcfervation,  but  no  longer. 

13.  That  as  we  underftand  it  has  been  in  contempla- 
tion to  apprehend  fundry  perfons  of  this  county,  who 
have  rendered  themfelves  confpicuous  in  contending 
for  the  violated  rights  and  liberties  of  their  countrymen  ; 
we  do  recommend>  mould  fuch  an  audacious  meafure 
be  put  in  practice,  to  feize  and  keep  in  fafe  cuftody, 
every  fervant  of  the  prefent  tyrannical  and  unconftitu- 
tional  government  throughout  the  county  and  province, 
until  the  perfons  fo  apprehended  be  liberated  from  the 
hands  of  our  adverfaries,  and  reftored  fafe  and  unin- 
jured to  their  refpective  friends  and  families. 

14.  That  until  our  rights  are  fully  reftored  to  us, 
we  will  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  and  we  recommend 
the  fame  to  the  other  counties,  to  withhold  all  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
Weft-  Indies,  and  abftain  from  the  confumption  of  Britijh 
merchandize  and  manufactures,  and  efpecially  of  Eajh* 
India  teas  and  piece  goods,  with  fuch  additions,  al- 
terations, and  exceptions  only  as  the  general  congrefs 
of  the  colonies  may  agree  to. 

15.  That  under  our  prefent  circum fiances,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  encourage  arts  and  manufactures  a- 
mong  us  by  all  means  in  cur  power,  and   that  ■' 

be 
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be  an  1  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  conGder  of 
the  b-d  tfays  and  means  to  promote   and  eftibliih   the 
fame,  and  to  report  to  this  convention  as    foon  as    may- 
be. 

16.  That  the  exigencies  of  cur  public  affairs,  de* 
mand  that  a  provincial  congrefs  be  called  to  confulfc 
fuch  meafure»as  may  be  adopted,  and  vigoroufly  exe- 
cuted by  the  whole  people  ;  and  we  do  recommend  it 
to  the  feveral  towns  in  this  county,  to  choofe  members 
for  fuch  a  provincial  congrefs,  to  be  holden  at  Concord, 
onfhe  fecond  Tuefday  oi  OFttober,  nextenfuing. 

17.  That  this  county,  confiding  in  the  wifdom  and 
integrity  of  the  continental  congrefs  now  fitting  at  Phi* 
laddph'a,  pay  all  due  refpe&  *nd  fubmiffion  to  fuck 
meafures  as  may  be  recommended  by  them  to  the  colo- 
nies, for  the  refloration  and  e ft ablifh merit  of  their  juft 
rights,  civil  and  religious,  and  for  renewing  that  harmony 
and  union  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  fo 
earnestly  wifhed  for  by  all  good  men. 

1 8*  That  whereas  the  univerfai  uneafinefs  which 
prevails  among  all  orders  of  men,  arifing  from  the  wick- 
ed and  oppressive  meafures  of  theprefent  adminiftrati- 
on,  may  influence  fome  unthinking  perfons  to  commit 
outrage  upon  private  property,  we  would  heartily  re- 
commend to  all  perfons  of  this  community,  aot  to  en- 
gage in  any  routes,  riots,  or  licentious  attacks  upon  the 
properties  of  any  perfon  whatever,  as  being  fubvetfive 
of  all  order  and  government ;  but  hy  a  fleady,  manly, 
uniform,  and  perfevering  oppofition,  to  convince  our 
enemies,  that  in  a  conteit  fo  important,  in  a  caufe  fo 
folemn,  our  conduct  (hall  be  fuch  as  to   merit   the   ap* 

Vol.  I.  I  probation 
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probation  of  the  wife,  and  the  admiration  of  the   brave 
and  tree  of  every  age  and  of  every  country. 

10.  That  fhould  our  enemies,  by   any    fudden    ma- 
noeuvres, render  it  necelTiry  to  afk  the    aid    and   assist- 
ance of  our  brethren  in  the  country,   fome   one  of   the 
committee  of  cot refpondence,  or  a  fele6i  man    of    fuch 
town,  or  the  town  adjoining,  where  fuch  hostilities  fhall 
commence,  or  (hali  be  expected  to  commence,  fhall  dtf- 
patch  couriers  with  written  rnefFages  to  the    felecl;  men, 
or  committees  of  correfpondence,  of  the  feveral  towns  in 
the  vicinity,  with  a  written  account  of  fuch  matter,  who 
Iball  difoa  ch  others  to  committees  more   remote,  until 
proper  and  fuflicient    assiftance  be  obtained,    and    that; 
the  expence  of  faid  couriers,  be  defrayed  by  the  county, 
until  it  fhall  be    otheiwife  ordered  by   the    provincial 
congre  fs. 

At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  feveral  towns 
and  diftncls  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  held  at  Milton, 
on  Friday,  the  9  h  day  of  September,  1774. — voted 

That  Dr.  Jojeph  Warren,  oi  B;Jlon,  &c.  be  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  his  excellency  the  governor,  to  inform 
him,  that  this  county  are  alarmed  at  the  fortifications 
making  on  Bojlon  Neck,  and  to  remon (irate  againft 
the  fame  and  the  repeated  intuits  offered  by  the  foldie- 
Ty,  toperfons  passing  and  repassing  into  that  town,  and 
to  confer  with  him  upon  thole  fuhjecls. 

Atteji 

Wiluam  Thompson,  Clerk. 
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To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Gage  Efquirt,  Captain  Gener- 
al, and  commander  in  ChuJ  oj  hi*  Maje/ty's  Province 
of  Massachufetts  Bay, 

MAY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY, 

THE  county  of  Suffolk  being  great- 
ly, and  and  in  their    opinion  juftly,  alarmed  at  the  for- 
midable appearances  of  hoftiltty.   now    threatening    his 
majefty's  good  fubjefts  of  this  county,    and    more    par- 
ticularly of  the  town  of   Bo/ton,  the    loyal    and    faithful 
capital  of  this  province,  beg  leave  to  addrefs  your  excel- 
lency, and  reprefent  that  the  apprehenfions   of    the  peo- 
ple,   are  more  particularly  increafed  by  the    dangerous 
defi^n  now  carrying  into    execution,   ot    repairing  and 
manning  the  fortification   at    the  fouth   entrance  of  the 
town  of  Bojlon,  which    when    completed    m \y   at   any 
time  be  improved  to  aggrava'e  the    miseries  ot    that   al* 
ready  impovenfhed  and  diflreffed    city,  by  intercepting 
the  wonted  and  necelTary  intercom  fe  between  the  town 
and  country,  and  compel  the  wretched    inhabitants   to 
the  moil  ignominious  ftateof  humiliation  and  vaflalage, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  neceffary    Supplies  of   provisi- 
on, for  which  they  are  chiefly  dependant  on  that  com- 
munication :  we  have  been  informed,  that  your  excel- 
lency in  confequence  of  the    application   of  the    lelecl: 
men  of  Bojlon,  has  indeed  difavowed   any   intention    to 
injure  the  town   in  your  prefcnt  manoeuvres,   and    ex- 
preiTed  your  purpyfe  to  be  tor  the  fecuruy  of  the  troops 
and  his  majefty's  Subjects  in  the  to^vn,  we  are   therefore 
at  a  Jofs  to  gueis,  may  it  pleafe  your   excellency,    from 
whence  you*  waatoi  confluence  m  the  lo^al  and  order- 
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\y  people  of  this  vicinity  could  originate;  a  meafure  fo 
formidable  carried  into  execution  from  a  pre  conceived 
though  caufelefs  jealoufy  of  the  insecurity  of  his  ma- 
jelly's  troops  and  fubjec~ts  in  the  town,  deeply  wounds 
the  loyalty  and  is  an  additional  injury  to  the  faithful 
fubjedls  of  this  county,  and  affords  them  a  ftrong  motive 
for  this  application  :  we  therefore  intreat  your  excel- 
lency to  deGft  from  your  defign,  alluring  your  excellen- 
cy, that  the  people  oi  this  county,  are  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  injure  his  majefty's  troops ;  they  think  them- 
felves  aggrieved  and  opprefled  by  the  late  a£ls  of  parlia- 
ment, and  arc  refolved  by  divine  assiftance,  never  to 
fubmit  to  them,  but  have  no  inclination  to  commence  a 
war  with  his  majefty's  troops,  and  beg  leave  to  obferve 
to  your  excellency,  that  the  fermsnt  now  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  is  occafioned  hy  fome  late  tran fac- 
tions, by  feizing  the  powder  in  the  arfenal  at  Charles* 
town;  hy  withholding  the  powder  lodged  in  the  maga- 
zine of  the  town  of  Bofton,  from  the  legal  proprietors  ; 
infulting,  beating,  and  abufmg  paffengers  to  and  from 
the  town  by  thefoldiery,  in  which  they  have  been  en- 
couraged by  fome  of  their  officers ;  putting  the  people 
in  fear,  and  menacing  them  in  their  nightly  patrole  into 
the  neighbouring  towns,  and  more  particularly  by  the 
fortifying  the  fole  avenue  by  land  to  the  town  of 
Bo/ten, 

In  duty  therefore  to  his  majefiy  and  to  your  excel- 
lency, and  for  the  reftoration  of  order  and  fecurity  to  this 
county,  we  the  delegates  from  the  fcveral  towns  in  this 
county,  being  commissioned  for  this  purpofe,  beg  your 
excellency's  attention  to  this  cur  bumble  and  ftithfol 

;  efs  ; 
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addrefs ;  afTaring  you  that  nothing  lefs  than  an  imme- 
diate removal  of  the  ordnance,  and  refloring  the  en- 
trance into  the  town  to  its  former  (late,  and  an  effectu- 
al ftop  to  all  infults  and  abufes  in  future,  can  place  the 
inhabitants  of  this  county  in  that  (late  of  peace  and  tran- 
quility, in  which  every  free  fubject  ought  to  be. 

His  excellency  was  waited  on  to  know  if  he  would 
receive  the  committee  with  the  above  written  addrefs, 
but  defuing  he  might  have  a  copy  of  it  in  a  private 
way,  that  fo  when  be  received  it  from  the  committee, 
he  might  have  an  anfwer  prepared  for  them,  he  was  ac- 
cordingly furnifhed  with  a  copy,  his  excellency  then  de- 
clared, that  he  would  receive  the  committee  on  Monday , 
at  1 2  o'clock. 

The  Congrefi  taking  ike  foregoing  into  confi  deration. 

Refolved  unanimously,  that  this  affembly  deeply 
feels  the  fuffering  of  their  countrymen  in  the  Maffjachu* 
fctts-Bay,  under  the  operation  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel 
and  oppressive  a£is  of  the  Britifk  parliament — that  they 
moft  thoroughly  approve  the  wifdom  and  fortitude, 
with  which  oppolition  to  thefe  wicked  minifterial  mea- 
fures  has  hitherto  been  conduced,  and  they  ear- 
neftly  recommend  to  their  brethren  a  peifeverance  in 
the  fame  firm  and  temperate  conduct  as  expreffed  in 
the  refolutions  determined  upon,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
delegates  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  Tuesday  (he  6th 
inftant,  truiling  that  the  effect  of  the  united  efforts  of 
Nvrth  America  in  their  behalf,  will  carry  fuch  convic- 
tion to  the  Britifli  nation,  of  the    unwife,    unjuft,    and 

ruinous 
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ruinous  policy  of  the  prefent  adminiflration,  as  quickly 
to  introduce  better  men  and  wiler  meafures. 

Refolved  unanimously,  that   contributions    from    all 
the  colonies  for  (applying   the  necessities,  and  alleviat- 
ing the  diftrefses  of  our  brethren  at  B  >Jlon  ought   to    be 
continued,    in    fuch  manner,    and  fo  long  as  their  oc- 
caiions  may  require. 

Ordered.  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions  be 
tranfmitted  to  Bojlon  by  the  prefident. 

On  the  6th  day  of  October  1774,  an  exprefs  from 
Bo/ion  arrived  with  a  letter  from  the  committee  of 
correfpondence  dated  the  29th  of  September,  which 
was  laid  before  the  congrefs. 

In  this  the  committee  of  correfpondence  inform  the 
congrefs,  that  they  "  expected  fome  regard  would  have 
been  paid  to  the  petitions  prefented  to  their  governor 
againft  fortifying  their  town  in  fuch  a  manner  as  can  be 
accounted  for  only  upon  the  fuppolition,  that  the  town 
and  country,  are  to  be  treated  by  the  foldiery  as  declared 
enemies — that  the  entrenchments  upon  the  neck  are 
nearly  compleated — that  cannon  are  mounted  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town — that  it  is  currently  reported,  that 
fortifications  are  to  be  erscted  on  Corpfe-Hill,  Bacon* 
Hill,  Fort- Hill,  &c.  fo  that  the  fortifications,  with  the 
fhips  in  the  harbour  may  absolutely  command  every 
avenue  to  the  town  both  by  feaand  land— that  a  number 
of  cannon,  the  property  of  a  private  gentleman,  were  a 
few  days  a^o  fcized  and  taken  from  Ins  whart  by  order  of 
the  general — 'hat  ;rtm  ieveral  enenmhar  ces  mentioned 
in  the  letter,  there  ii>  reafon  io  appietiend  thut  Bvjlvn  is 

to 
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to  be  mule  and  kcot  a  §arrifotied  town  ;  that  from  all 
they  ran  hear  from  Britain,  adnrniftration  is  refolvcd  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to force  them  to  a  fubin-flion. — that 
wiiei  the  own  is  indole  I.  it  is  apprehended  the  inhabi- 
tants will  beheld  as  boftages  for  the  fubmiflion  of  the 
country,  they  ajp!>  therefore  to  the  COtigrefs  tor  ad- 
vice bow  to  ad that,  V  the  eoogrefe  advife    to    quit 

the  town,  they  obe>  —  i<  it  is  judged  that  b.     maintaia- 
injr  their  ground  they  can  better  ferv«  the  public  caufe, 
they  will  not  (hrink  f.u;n  hardfhtp  and  danger— finally, 
that  as  the  late  a&s  of  parliament  have  made  it  impossi- 
ble that  there  fhould  be  a  due  adminiftration  of    j  ittice, 
and  all  law  therefore  mud  be    fufpended--that   as    the 
governor  has  by  proclamation  prevented  the  meeting  of 
the  general  court,  they  therefore  requeft  the    advice  of 
the  congrefs." 

On  the  7th  day  of  Oflober  congrefs  Refolved;  That 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  his  ex- 
cellency general  Gage,  reprefenting  "  that  the   town  of 
Bojlon  and  province  of  Mafjachufctts-Bay,  are  confidered 
by  all  America  as  fullering   in  the   common   caufe,    for 
their  noble  and  foiriled  oppofition  to  oppressive  a6ls  of 
parliament  calculated  to  deprive  us  of  our  moil    facred 
rights   and     privileges/'— — Expressing    our    concern, 
that,  while  the  congrefs  are  deliberating    on    the  moft 
peaceable  means  for  refloring  American  liberty,  and  that 
harmony  and  intercourfe   which   fublifted  between   us 
and    the  parent  kingdom  fo   rieceffary  to   both,  his  ex- 
cellency, as  they  are    informed,  is    railing   fortifications 
around     the    town    of     Bojlon t   thereby    exciting   well 
grounded  jealoafies  in  the  minds  of  his  majefcy's   law- 
ful 
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ful  fubjects  therein,  that  he  means  to  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  them  and  their  brethren  in  the 
country,  and  reduce  them  to  a  flate  of  fubmi&sion  to 
his  will,  and  that  the  foldiers  under  his  excellency** 
command,  are  frequently  violating  private  property, 
and  offering  various  infults  to  the  people,  which  mufc 
irritate  their  minds,  and  it  not  put  a  flop  to  involve  all 
America  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  To  entreat  his 
excellency,  from  the  affuranee  we  have  of  the  peace- 
able difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bojlon 
and  the  province  of  the  Mdssachufctts*Bayy  to  difcontin- 
ue  his  fortifications,  and  that  a  free  and  fafe  communi- 
cation be  reftored  and  continued  between  the  town  pf 
Bojlon  and  the  country }  and  prevent  all  injuries  on  the 
part  of  the  troops,  until  his  majefty's  plealure  fhall  be 
known,  after  the  meafures  now  adopting  mail  have 
been  laid  before  him. 

On  the  8th  day  of  Otlohcr,  congrefs  refolvcd,  that 
this  congrefs  approve  the  oppolition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  execution  of  the  late 
acts  of  parliament :  and  if  the  fame  fhall  be  attempted  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  fuch  cafes  all  J- 
meriea  ought  to  fupport  them  in  their  oppression. 

On  the  10th  day  of  October.,  congrefs  refolved  unan- 
imoufly,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  people  of  Bojlon  into  the  country,  would  be, 
not  only  extremely  difficult  in  the  execution,  but  fo 
important  in  its  conlequences.  as  to  require  the  utmoffc 
deliberation  before  it  is  adopted  ;  but  in  cafe  the  pro- 
vincial meeting  of  that  colony  faould  judge  it  abfolutely 
necefiary,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  congrefs.- that  all  Ame- 
rica 
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rica  ought  to  contribute  towards  recompencing  them  for 
the  injury  they  may  thereby  fuftain ;  and  it  will  be  re- 
commended accordingly, 

Refolved,  That  the  congrcfs  recommend  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  colony  of  Majjachufetts  Bay,  to  fubmit  to 
a  fufpenfionofthe  adminiftration  of  juftice,  where  it 
cannot  be  procured  in  a  legal  and  peaceable  manner, 
under  the  rules  of  their  prefent  charter  ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  colony  founded  thereon. 

Refolved  unanimously,  That  every  perfon  and  per- 
ions  whomfocver,  who  iliall  take,  accept,  or  aft  under 
any  commiflion  or  authority,  in  any  wife  derived  from 
the  aft  paiied  in  the  late  fession  of  parliament,  chang- 
ing the  form  of  government,  and  violating  the  charter  of 
the  province  of  Massachufetts  Bay,  ought  to  be  held  in 
deteilation  and  abhorrence  by  all  good  men,  and  confi- 
dered  as  the  wicked  tools  of  that  defpoiifm,  which  is 
preparing  to  deftroy  thofe  rights,  which  God,  nature, 
and  compact,  have  given  to  America. 

On  the  11th  day  of  OSober,  a  copy  of  the  letter  to 
general  Gage,  was  brought  into  congrefs,  and  agreeable 
to  order,  figaed  by  the  prefident,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Philadelphia^  October  loth,  1774. 
"  SIR, 

"THE  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boflon 
have  informed  us,  the  representatives  of  his  majefly's 
faithful  fubj  e&  in  all  the  colonies  from  Nova  Scotia  to 
Georgia,  that  the  fortifications  creeling  within  that  town, 
the  frequent  invafions  of  private  property,  and  the  re- 
Vol.  I.  K  peated 
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peated  infults  they  receive  from  the  foldiery,  have  given 
them  great  reafou  tofiifpe&a  plan  is  formed  very  def- 
tru&ive  to  them,  and  tending  to  overthrow  the  liberties 
of  America, 

«•  Your  excellency  cannot  be  a  ftranger  to  the  fen- 
timents  of  America,  with  refpeel:  to  the    acts  of  parlia- 
ment, under  the    execution    of   which    thofe  unhappy 
people  are  oppreiTed,   the   approbation   uni  ver  fa  l!y  ex* 
preyed  of  their  conduct,  and  the   determined  refolution 
of  the  colonies,  for  the    prefervatien   of    their  common 
rights,  to  unite  in    their  oppoiition  to  thofe    acts*      In 
confequence  of  the(e  fentiments,  they    have    appointed 
us  the  guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  we  are 
under  the  deeped  concern,  that  whilft  we  are    puriuing 
dutiful  and  peaceable  meafures    to    procure    a    cordial 
and  effectual  reconciliation  between   Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies,  your  excellency  fhould  proceed   in  a  n 
ner  that  bears  fo  hoflile  an  appearance,  and  which    even 
thofe  oppressive  acts  do  not  warrant. 

We  entreat  your  excellency  to  confider  what  a  ten- 
dency this  conduct  muft  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  free 
people,  hitherto  well  difpofed  to  peaceable  meafures,  in- 
to hoftilities,  which  may  prevent  the  endeavours  of  this 
congrefs  to  reftorc  a  good  underftanding  with  our  pa- 
rent ftate,  and  may  involve  us  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war. 

In  order  therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  and  remove 
the  reafonable  jealouGes  of  the  people,  that  they  may 
not  be  driven  to  a  ftate  of  defperation,  being  fully  per- 
fuaoed  of  their  pacific  difpofirion  towards  the  king's 
troops,  could  they  be  aflared  of   their  own    fafery,   we 

hope 
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hope,  fir,  you  will  difcontinue  the  fortifications  in  and 
ab  ,it  Bjfton,  prevent  any  further  invafions  of  private 
,perty,  reftrain  the  irregularities  of  the  foldiers,  and 
aiveoiders  thaf  the  communication  between  the  town 
and  country  may  be  open,  unmoleded  and  free. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf 

O:  the  General  Congrefs 

Peyton  Randqlph,  Pre/idcnt. 

As  the  congrefs  have  given  general  Gage,  an  assur- 
ance of  the  peaceable  difpofition  of  the  people  o?  Bo  (Ion 
and  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  they  be  advifed  dill  to 
conduit  thernfelves  peaceably  towards  hi?  excellency 
general  Gage,  and  his  ma  jelly's  troops  now  flationed  in 
the  town  of  Bojlon,  as  faf  as  can  possibly  be  confident 
with  their  immediate  fafct}',  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
town  ;  avoiding  and  difcountenancing  every  violation 
of  his  majefty's  property,  or  any  infult  to  his  troops,  and 
that  they  peaceably  and  firmly  perfevere  in  the  line  they 
are  now  conducing  thernfelves,  on  the  defensive. 

On  the  14th  day  of  October,  congrefs  made  the  following 
declaration  and  refolves. 

WHEREAS,  fince  the  clofe  of  the  lad  war,  the 
Britiffi  parliament  claiming  a  power,  of  right,  to  bind 
the  people  oi  America,  by  llatutes  in  all  cafes  whatfoevsr, 
hath  in  fome  acls  exprefsly  inpofed  taxes  on  them,  and 

in 
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in  others,  under  various  pretences,  but  in  fact  for  the 
purpefeof  railing  a  revenue,  hath  impofed  rates  and 
duties  payable  in  thefe  colonies,  eftablifhed  a  board  of 
comtriusieners,  with  unconitiiutional  powers  and  ex- 
tended the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  admiralty,  not  only 
lor  collecting  the  faid  duties,  but  for  the  trial  of  caufes 
merely  arifing  within  the  body  of  a  county. 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  other  (fatutes,  jud- 
ges, who  before  held  only  eftates  at  will  in  their  offices, 
have  been  made  dependant  on  the  crown  alone  for  their 
falaries,  and  (landing  armies  kept  in  times  of  peace  : 
and  whereas  it  has  lately  been  refolved  in  parliament, 
that  by  force  of  a  flatute,  made  in  the  thirty- fifth  yearv 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  the  eighth,  coionills  may  be 
tranfported  to  England,  and  tried  there  upon  accufa- 
tions  for  trcafons  and  misprifions,  or  concealments  of 
treafons  committed  in  the  colonies,  and  bv  a  late  fla- 
tute,  fuch  trials  have  been  directed  in  cafes  therein  men- 
tioned. 

And  whereas,  in  thelaft  fession  of  parliament  three 
fiatutes  were  made  ;  one  entitled,  <!  an  act  todtfeor  «inue 
<J  in  fuch  manner  and  for  fuch  time  as  are  therein  men. 
"  tioned,  the  landing  and  difcharging,  lading,  or  (hip- 
u  ping  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  at  the  town, 
"  and  within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of 
'•  Massachiifelts  Bay  in  North  America  ;  another  entitled, 
<;  an  act  (or  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the 
"  province  of  Massachufttts  Bay  in  New -England  ,"  and 
another  entitled,  "  an  act  for  the  impartial  adminiftra- 
*J  tion  of  jullice,  in  the  cafes  of  perfons   qucftioned  for 

"  any 
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"  any  act  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  or 
M  for  the  fuppression  of  riots,  and  tumults  in  the  pro- 
"  vince  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  m  New  England  :"  and 
another  (tatute  was  then  made,  "■  for  making  moie  ef- 
"  fectual  provifion  for  the  government  of  the  province 
$i  of  Quebec,  &;."  All  which  Statutes  are  im  iolitic, 
unjuft,  aad  cruel,  as  well  as  u^conftitatioWal,  and  mod 
dangerous  and  deftructive  of  American  rights. 

And  whereas,  assemblies  have  been  frequently  dif- 
folved,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  me  people,  when  they 
attempted  to  deliberate  on  grievances  ;  and  theu  dutiful 
humble,  loyal,  and  reafonable  petitions  to  the  crown 
for  redrefs,  have  been  repeatedly  heated  with  contempt, 
by  his  majefty's  ministers  of  ft  a 

The  good  people  of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
Jliire,  Massachufetts  Bay,  Rhode  Idand,  and   Providence 
Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  New-Cajlle,  Kent,   and  Sussex    on    Delaware, 
Maryland,    Virginia,  North  Car olina,  and    South  Caro- 
Una,  jultly  alarmed  at  thefe    arbitrary    proceedings  of 
parliament  and  adminiftration,  have  feverally    elected, 
""conftituted  an3  appointed  deputies  to  meet  and  fit  in 
general  congrefs,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in   order 
to  obtain   fuch   eftabliihmM,   as    that    their    religion, 
laws,  and  liberties,  may  not  be  iu  I  verted  :    whereupon 
the  deputies  fo  appointed  being    row   assembled,  in  a 
full  and  free  reprefenfcation  of  thefe  colonics,  taking  into 
their  mod  ferious    confi deration,  the  beft  means  ot  at- 
taining the  ends  aforefaid,  do  in  the  firft  place,  as    En- 
gU&men  their  anceltors  in  like  cafes  have  ufually  done, 

for 
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for  asserting  and  vindicating  their  rights   and  liberties, 
declare. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  thz  Engli/h  colonies  in 
North  America,  by  the  immutable  la;vs  of  nature,  the 
principles  of  the  Engli/h  conftitdtion,  and  the  feveral 
charters  or  compacts,  have  the  following  rights. 

Re/olved,  N.  C.  D.  1.  That  they  are  entitled  to  life, 
liberty,  and  property  :  and  they  have  never  ceded  to 
any  fovereign  power  whatever,  a  right  to  difpofe  ot  ei- 
ther without  their  confent. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  2.  That  our  anceftors,  who  fir  ft 
fettled  thefe  colonies,  were  at  the  time  of  their  emigrati- 
on from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all  the  rignts 
liberties,  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  born  fub- 
je&s,  within  the  realms  of  England. 

Refolved,  N.    C.  D.    3.    That   by    fuch  emigration. 
they  by  no  means  forfeited,  furrenc  erel,  or  loft  any    of 
thofe  rights,  but  that  they  were,  and  their    defendants 
now  are,  entitled  to  the  exercife  and   enjoyment    of   all 
fuch  of  them,  as  their  local  and  other  circurnftances  ena- 
ble them  to  exercife  and  enjoy. 

Refolved,  4.  That  the  foundation  of  Engli/h  liberty 
and  of  all  free  government,  is,  a  right  in  the  people  to 
participate  in  their  legislative  council  :  and  as  the  En- 
ghjh  colonifts  are  not  reprefented,  and  from  their  local 
and  other  circurnftances  cannot  properly  be  reprefented 
in  the  Britijh  parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and 
excluuve  power  of  legislation  in  their  feveral  provincial 
legislatures,  where  their  right  of  representation  can  a- 
lone  be  preferved,  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  internal 
policy,  fubjea  only  to  the  negative  of  their  fove- 
reign 
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rei"ti  in  fuch  manner  as  his  heen  heretofore  ufedand  ac- 
cuftVmrd  :  but  from  the  necefficy  ot  the  cafe,  and  a   re- 
gard to  the  mutual  tnterefts  of  both  countries,  we  cheer- 
fully confent  to  the  operation  of  fuch  acts  of  the  Britijh 
parliament,  as  are  bona  fide   retrained  to  the  regulation 
ir  external  commerce,  for  the    purpefe  of  fecuriog 
commercial  advantages  of  the  whole  empire    to  the 
mother  country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its   ret- 
ve  members  ;  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation  in- 
ternal or  external,  for  rai fin ■:  a  revenue  on  the    fubje&s 
in  -America  without  their  confent. 

Itefolved.  N.  C-  D.  5.  That  the  refpeclive  colonies 
are  entitled  to  the  common  law  of  England,  and  more 
efpecially  to  the  great  and  ineftimahle  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  that  law. 

Refolvcd,  6.  That  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
fuch  of  the  Englifh  ftatute?,  as  exifled  at  the  time  of  their 
colonization  ;  and  which  they  have  by  experience,  ref- 
pectively  found  to  be  applicable  to  their  feveral  local  and 
other  circum  fiances. 

Refulvcd,  N.  C.  D<  7.  That  thefe,  his  majefty's  co- 
lonies are  likewife  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  and 
privileges  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  royal  char- 
ters, or  fecured  by  their  feveral  codes  of  provincial 
laws. 

Refolvcd,  N.  C,  D.  8.  That  they  have  a  right  peace- 
ably to  alienable,  conlider  of  their  grievances,  and  peti- 
tion the  king  ;  and  that  all  profecutions.,  prohibitory 
proclamations,  and  commitments  for  the  fame,  are  ille- 
gal. 

Refolvei 
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Refolved,  N.  C.  D,  g.  That  the  keeping  a  {landing 
army  in  thefe  colonies,  in  times  of  pe.ice,  without;  the 
confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that  colony  in  which  fuch 
army  is  kept,  is  againfi  law. 

Refolved,  N,  C.  D.  10.  It  is  indifpenfably  to  good 
government,  and  rendered  eflential  by  the  Englifh  con- 
llitution,  that  the  coi'ft;:uent  branches  of  the  legislature 
be  independent  of  eachother  ;  that,  therefore,  the  exer- 
cifeof  legiflative  power  in  feveral  colonies,  by  a  coun- 
cil appointed,  during  pleafure,  by  the  crown,  is  uncon- 
flitutional,  dangerous  and  deftructive  to  the  freedom  of 
American  legislation. 

All  and  each  of  which,  the  aforefaid  deputies  in  be- 
half of  themfelves,  and  their  conilituents,  do  claim,  de- 
mand, and  infill  on,  as  their  indubitable  rights  and  li- 
berties ;  which  cannot  be  legally  taken  from  them,  al- 
tered or  abridged  by  any  power  whatever,  without 
their  own  confent,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  their  fever- 
al provincial  legislatures. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  inquiry,  we  find  many  infringe- 
ments and  violations  of  the  foregoing  rights,  which, 
from  an  ardent  defire  that  harmony  and  mutual  inter- 
courfe  of  affection  and  intereflmay  be  reftored,  we  pafs 
over  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  ftate  fuch  acts  and 
meafures  as  have  been  adopted  Once  the  laft  war^  which 
demonflrate  a  fyftem  formed  to  enslave  America. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D,  That  the  following  acts  of  par- 
liament are  infringem' inis  and  violations  of  the  rights  of 
the  coionifts;  and  that  the  repeal  of  them  is  effentially 
necessary ;  in  ord-r  to  reftorc  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  viz. 

The 
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The  fcverul  acts  of  4.  Geo.  iii,  ch.  15.  and  ch.  34 — 
5.  Geo.  iii.ch.  25. — 6.  Geo.  iii .  ch.  52. — 7.  Geo.  iii. 
ch.  4'.  an  J  ch.  46.  —  8.  Geo.  iii.  ch.  22.  which  impofe 
duties  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a  revenue  in  America, 
extend  the  power  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their 
ancie  it  iimits  deprive  the  American  fubject  of  trial  by 
jury,  authoiile  the  judges  certificate  to  indemnify  the 
profecutor  from  damages,  that  he  migllt  otherwife  be  li- 
able to  requiring  oppreflive  fecurity  from  a  Claimant  of 
lhips  and  goods  feized,  before  he  fhali  be  allowed  to 
defend  his  property,  and  are  fubverfive  ot  American 
rig  itr. 

Alfo  12.  Geo.  iii.  ch.  24.  intitled,  "  an  a&  for  the 
*•  better  fecuring  his  majefty's  do  k  yards,  magazines, 
"  (hips,  ammunition  and  flores,"  which  declares  a  new 
offence  in  America t  and  deprives  the  American,  fub- 
jc6i  of  a  conltitutional  trial  by  jury  of  the  vicinage,  by 
author*  ling,  the  trial  of  any  perlon  charged  with  the  com. 
mirtino  any  offence  defcribed  in  the  faid  a£l  out  of  the 
realm,  to  be  indieled  and  tried  for  the  fame  in  any  {hire 
or  county  within  the  reaim. 

Alfo  the  three  acls  paffed  in  the  lafl  fefTion  of  parlia- 
ment for  Mopping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  harbour 
of  Bojkn,  for  altering  the  charter  and  government  of 
Massachnfetts-Bay,  and  that  which  is  entitled,"  an  aft 
for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juITice,  Sec," 

Alfo  the  acl  palled  on  the  fame  fession  for  eflablifh- 
ing  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  abolifbing  the  equitable  fyftern  of  Englifli  laws, 
and  ereQing  a  tyranny  there,  to  the  great  danger,  (from 
fo  total  a  dissimulariry  of  religion,  law,  and  government) 

Vol.  I.  L  of 
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the  neighbouring  Britijh  colonies,  by  the  abidance  of 
whofe  blood  and  treafure  the  faid  country  was  conquer- 
ed from  France. 

Alfo  the  a&  pafled  in  the  fame  fession  for  the  bet> 
ter  providing  fuitable  quarters  for  officers  and  foldiers 
in  his  majefty's  fervice  in  North  America. 

Alfo,  that  the  keeping  a  Handing  army  in  feveral  of 
thefe  colonies,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  confent  of 
the  legiflature  of  that  colony  in  which  fuch  army  is 
kept,  is  againft  law. 

To  thefe  grievous  acts  and  meafures  Americans  can- 
not fubmit,  but  in  hopes  their  fellow  fubje&s  in  Great 
Britain,  will,  on  a  revifion  of  them,  reftore  us  to  that 
ftate,  in  which  both  countries  found  happinefs  and 
profperity,  we  have  for  the  prefent  only  refolved  to  pur- 
fue  the  following  peaceable  meafures  ;  i.  To  enter  into 
a  non  importation,  non-confumption,  and  non-exporta. 
tion  agreement  or  aflbciation.  2.  To  prepare  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  memorial  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Britijh  America  :  and  3.  To  prepare 
a  loyal  addrefs  to  his  majedy,  agreeable  to  refoiutions 
already  entered  into. 

A  Letter  being  received  Jrom  feveral  gentlemen  in  Georgia 

ivas  read, 

On  the  18th  day  of  October,  congrefs  refumed  the 
confideration  of  the  plan  of  aOTociation,  Sec.  and  after 
fundry  amendments,  the  fame  was  agreed  to,  and  order- 
ed to  be  transcribed,  that  it  may  be  figned  by  the  fe- 
veral members.     On  the  20th  day  of  Otlobcr,  the  aiTo- 

ciatipn 


a.d.  1774  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.  83 

ciation  being  copied,  was  read  and  figned  at    the  table. 
And  is  as  follows. 

We,    his  majefty's    molt   loyal  fubjea*,    the   dele- 
gates of  the  feveral  colonies  of  New-Hampfhirc,   Majja- 
chufetts  Bay,  Rhode- Island,  Connecticut, New-York,  Nt&. 
Joj-v    Pennfylvania,   ihe  three  lower  counties  of  New* 
Lajtl'    Kent,  and   Sussex  on    Delaware,  Mai ylahd,  Vir- 
gin'■     North  Carolina,   and  South  Carolina,  deputed   to 
r ..  :.tei    it  thelm  in  a  continental  congrefs  held  in  the  ci- 
h  0    Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September,    1774, 
avow  ng  0   1  cJlegiance  to  his  majefty,our  affection  and 
regard  tor  our  fellow  fubjecls  in  Great  Britain  and  elie- 
where,  affected  with  the  deepeft    anxiety,  and  moft  a- 
larming  apprebenfions  at  thofe  grievances  and   diftrefs- 
es,  with  which  his  majefty's  American  fubje&s  are  op- 
preffed,  and  having  taken  under  our  moil   ferious   deli- 
beration, the  iiateof  the  whole  continent;  find,  that  the 
prefent  unhapoy  fituation  of  our  affairs  is  occaGoned  by 
a  ruinous  fyftem  of  colony   adminiilration  adopted  by 
the    Britijh  miniftry    about    the    year    1763,    evident- 
ly calculated  for    enslaving  thefe  colonies,   and,    with 
them,  the  Britijh  empire.       In   profecution    of   which 
fyftem,  various  acts  ot  parliament  have   been  paffed   for 
railing  a  revenue  in   America,  for  depriving  the  Ameri- 
can fubjecls,  in  many  inftances,    of  the    conftitutional 
trial  by  jury,  expofing  their  lives  to  danger,   by  direct-  j 
in^  a  new  and  illegal  trial  beyond  the  feas  for  crimes  al- 
lecked  to  have   been  committed  in    America  ;    and  in 
profecution  of  the  fame  fyliem,  feveral  late,  cruel,    and 
oppressive  acts  have  been  paffed  refpecting  the  town  of 
Bojion  and  trie  Massachusetts -Bay,  and   alio    an    act  for 

extending 
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extending  the  province  of  Quebec,  fo  as  to  border  on  the 
weftern  frontiers  of  thefe  colonies,  eftabliihiug  an  arbi- 
trary government  therein,  and  dtfcoafagiag  the  fettle- 
meat  ox  Britijh  fubjecb  in  that  wide  extended  country  ; 
thus  by  the  influence  of  civil  principles  and  ancient  pre- 
judices to  d'fpofe  the  inhabitants  to  ace  with  hoftility 
againft  the  free  proteflant  colonies,  whenever  a  wicked 
minillry  mail  choofe  to  direct  them. 

To  obtain  redrefs  of  thefe  grievances,  which  threat- 
en deftruction  to  the  lives,  liberty,  and  p;ori  rr.>  of  his 
r>:  jc fly's  fubjectsin  North  America i  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  anon  importation,  non  confumption,  and  non-ex- 
portaticn  agreement,  faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove 
the  moll  fpeedy,  effectual,  and  peaceable  meafure  :  and 
therefore  we  do,  for  ourfelves,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
feveral  colonies  whom  we  reprefent,  firmlv  agree  and 
aifociate  under  the  facred  ties  of  virtue,  honour  and  iove 
of  our  country,  as  follows  : 

ill.  That  irom  and  after  the  firft    day    of   December 
next,  we  will    not  import  into   Britijh   America  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, whatsoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any  fuch  goods, 
-are?,  of  merchandise  as  mail  have  been  exported  from 
GreatBritainox Ireland;  nor  willwe,  after  that  day,  import 
any  Ecjl  India  tea  from  any  part  of  the  world  ;  nor  any 
tnolaiTts  fierups,  paneles,    coffee,  or  pi«mento,  from  the 
Britijh  plantations   or  from    'Dominica  ;  nor  wines  from 
Madeira,  or  the  Weftern  lilands ;  nor  foreign  indigo. 
2d.  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchafe  any  Have 
orted  after  the  firftday  of  December  next ;  after  which 
llffie»  we  frill  wholly  difcontinue  tm  Have    trade,    and 

will 
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wiV  nei'her  be  concerned  in  it  ourfclves,  nor  will  we 
hire  our  vessel:,  nor  fell  our  commodities  or  manu- 
factures to  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it. 

3L  As  a  non-confumpuon  agreement,    ftrictly    ad- 
I  to,  will  be  an  effectual  fecuritv  lor   the  obferva- 
ixor  of  the  non -importation,  we  as    abo/e,  folemnty  a- 
gr  jfi  and  aflbciate,  that  from  this  day,  we  will    not   pur- 
er afe  or  ufe  any  tea  imported  0:1    account    of  the   Eaft 
India  company,  or  any  on  which  a  dutf  hath    been    or 
(half  be  paid  ;  and  from  and  afcer  I  be  firfl  iay  or  March 
next,  we  will  not  purchafe  or  ufe   any   £  i/l   India   tea 
v/hatever  ;  nor  will  we,  1  >i  n\  .11  any  perfon  for  or  under 
us,  purchafe  or  ufe  any  oi  thole  .^oo  \s}  wares,  or  merchan- 
dize, we  have  agreed  not    to   import,    which    we.  fh  :l 
know,  or  bave  caufeto  fufpect,  were  imported  after  fclje 
firildav  of  December,  except  fuch  as  come  under  ihe  rules 
and  directions  of  the  tenth   article  hereafter   mentioned. 
4th,  The  earnefl  define  we   have  not  to  injure    our 
fello  v  fubjectsin  Great  Britain,   Ireland,  or  the    IVefi 
Indies,  induces  us  to  fufpend  a    non  exportation,    until 
the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775,  at  which    time,  if  the 
faid  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  BritifJi  parliament  here- 
in after  mentioned  ;  are  not  repealed  we  will  not  directly 
or  indirectly,  export   any  merchandize  or    com  nodi ty 
whatfoever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft  Indict 
except  rice  to  Europe. 

gtb,  fuch  as  are  merchants,  and  ufe  the  BritiJJi  and 
Irijk  trade,  will  give  orders,  as  foon  as  possible,  to  their 
factors,  agents  and  correfpondents,  m  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  not  to  fhip  any  goods  to  them;  en  any  pre- 
tence whatfoever,  as  they  cannot  be  received  in  America; 

and 
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ami  if  any  merchant,  refiding  in  Great  Britain  or  /r«- 
land,  (hall  directly  or  indirectly  Ihip  any  goods,  wares 
or  merchandize  for  America,  in  order  to  break  the  faid 
non  importation,  agreement,  or  in  any  manner  contra- 
vene the  fame,  on  fuch  unworthy  conduct  being  well 
attefted,  it  ought  to  be  made  public  :  and,  on  the  fame 
being  fo  done,  we  will  not  from  thence  forth  have  any 
commercial  connexion  with  fuch  merchant. 

6ch.  That  fuch  as  are    owners  of  vessels  will   give 
pofitivc  orders  to  their  captains,  or  mailers,    not  to  re- 
ceive on  board  their  vessels    any   goods  prohibited    by 
the  faid  non  importation  agreement,  on  pain  of  imme- 
diate difmission  from  their  fervice, 

7.  We  will  ufe  our  utmofi  endeavours  to  improve 
ihe  bre  ed  of  fheep  and  increafe  their  number  to  the 
greateil  extent ;  and  to  that  end,  we  will  kill  them  as 
feldo  m  as  maybe,  efpeciaily  thofe  of  the  moil  profitable 
kind  ;  nor  will  we  export  any  to  the  Weji  Indies  or  elfe- 
where  ;  and  thofe  of  uss  who  are  or  may  become  over- 
flocked  with,  or  can  conveniently  fpare  any  fheep,  will 
difpofe  of  them  to  our  neighbours,  efpeciaily  to  the 
poorer  fort  on  moderate  terms. 

8»  We  will  in  our  feveral  flations  encourage  fruga- 
lity, ceconomy,  and  induftry,  and  promote  agriculture, 
arts  and  tliQ  manufactures  oi  this  country,  efpeciaily  that 
of  wool,  and  will  discountenance  and  difcourage  tvery 
fpecies  oi  extravagance  and  dissipation,  tipeciaiiy  all 
horfe  racing  and  all  kinds  of  gaming,  cock  ii^hun^,  e.v 
bibmons  ot  ihews,  pldys,  and  other  expeniive  Uivuiions 
and  entertainments  ;  and  on  the  death  ot  an)  reLuior;  a 
Jntnd3  uoiiC  U  us  ti  an)  oi  um   families    wiii   ^o   ii  o 

&uy 


a.  d.  1774.  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION,         %r 

any  farther  mourning  drefs  than  a  black  crape  or  rib- 
bon  on  the  arm  or  hat  for  gentlemen,  and  a  black  rib- 
bon and  necklace,  for  ladies,  and  we  will  difconcinue 
the  giving  ~>f  gloves  and  fcarfes  at  funerals. 

nth.  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  merchandize 
will  not  take  advantage  of  the  fcarcity  of  goods  that  may 
be  occafioned  by  this  affociation,  but  will  fell  the  fame 
at  the  rates  we  have  been  refpe&ively  accuftomed  to  do 
for  twelve  months  laft  pad.  And  if  any  vender  of 
goods  or  merchandize  fhall  fell  any  fuch  goods  on 
higher  terms,  or  mall  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  deviie 
whatfoever,  violate  or  depart  from  this  a^reemen',  no 
perfon  ought  nor  will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  iuch  per- 
fon,  or  his,  or  her  factor  or  agent,  at  any  time  neveafter 
for  any  commodity  whatever. 

10th.  In  cafe  any   merchant,   trader,   or  other  pcr^ 
fons  fhall  import  any   goods  or    merchandize   after  the 
firjl  day  of  December ,  and  before  the  jirjl  day   of   Fe- 
bruary next  the  fame  ought  forthwith,  at  the  election    of 
the  owner  ;  to  be  either  re  (hipped  or   delivered    up  10 
the  committee  of  the  county,  or  town  wherein  they  fhall 
be  imported,  to  be  (lored  at  the  rifque  of  the    importer, 
until  the  nonimportation  agreement  fhall  ceafe,  or    be 
fold  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  afore faid  :  and 
in  the  lafl  mentioned  cafe  the  owner  or  owners  oi    Inch 
goods  fhall  be  re-imburfed  out  of  the  fales,  the  firfl   coft 
and  charges  the  profit  if  any  be  applied  towards    reliev- 
ing and  employing  fuch  poor  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Bo/ion,  as  are  immediate  fuffexers  by    the   Boflon   port 
bill  1  and  a  particular  account  of  all  goods  fo   returned, 

flored 
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ftore<£  or  fold,  to  be  inferred  in  the  public  papers ;  and 
if  any  good:  or  merchandizes  (hall  be.  imported  after 
the  faid  fir fl  iayof  February,  the  fame  ought  forthwith 
to  be  fent  back  again,  without  breaking  any  of  the  pack- 
ages  thereof. 

Iith.  That  a  committee  be  chofen  in  every  county, 
cify,  and  town,  by  thofe  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for 
reorefentatives  in  the  legislature,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhali 
be  attentively  to  obferve  the  conduct  of  all  perfons 
touching  this  affectation  ;  and  when  it  ffull  be  made  to 
appear  to  the  fatisfaction  of  a  majority  of  any  fuch  com* 
mittee,  that  any  perfon  within  the  limits  of  their  ap- 
pointment has  violated  thii  association,  that  fuch  majo- 
rity do  forthwith  caufe  the  truth  of  the  cafe  to  be  pub- 
limed  in  the  gazette  ;  to  the  end,  that  all  fuch  foes  to 
the  rights,  of  Britijh  America  may  be  publicly  known, 
and  univerfally  contemned  as  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty  ;  and  thenceforth  we  refpectively  will  break  off 
all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

12th,  That  the  committee  of  cbrrefpondence  in  the 
refpective  colonies  do  frequently  infpect  the  entries  of 
their  cuftora  houfes,  and  inform  each  other  from  time  to 
time  of  the  true  ftate  thereof  and  of  every  other  material 
circumftance  that  may  occur  relative  to  this  associa- 
tion. 

13th.  That  all  manufactures  of  this  country  be  fold 
at  reafonable  prices,  fo  that  no  undue  advantage  be  taken 
of  a  future  fcarcity  of  goods. 

14th.  And  we  do  further  agree  and  resolve,  that  we 
will  have  no  trade,    commerce,  dealings  or  intercourse 
whatsoever,  with  any  colony  or  province  in  North  Ame- 
rica 
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rica,  which  fhall  not  acceieto,  or  which  (hall  hereafter 
viojatc  this  affociatio~,  but  will  holJ  them  as  unworthy 
of  ^he  rights  of  freemen,  and  as  inimical  to  the  liber- 
ties oi  their  country. 

And  we  do  folemnly  hind  ourfelves  and  our  confti- 
tuens,  under  the  ties  atorefaid,  to  adhere  to   this   asso- 
;h  parts  of  the  feveral  a£ls  of  parliamant 
pa  nee  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  as  impofe  or  con- 

tinue duties  on  tea,  wine,  in  Masses,  firups,  paneles,  cof- 
fee, fugir,  pi^mento,  indigo,  foreign   paper,    glass,   and 
painters  colouis,  imported  into  America  and  extend  the 
powers  of  the  admiralty  courts  beyond  their  ancient   li- 
mits, deprive  the  American  fubje£b  of  trial  by  jury,  au- 
thonfe  the  judge's  certificate  to  indemnify  the   profecu- 
tor  from  damagej  that  he  mi^ht  otherwife  be   liable    to 
from  a  trial  by  his    peera,    require    oppredive    fecurity 
from  a  claiman:  of  ihips  or  goods  feize  i  before  he   (hall 
be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  are  repealed.      And 
until  that  part  of  the  aft  of  the  12.  G.  3.  ch.    24,    enti- 
tled, M  an  act  for  the  better  fecurin^  his  majefly's   dock- 
yards, magazines,   fhips,  ammunition    and  flores/'  by 
which  any  perfons  charged  with  committing  any  of  the 
offences  therein  defcribed  in  America^  may  be  tried   in 
any  (hire  or  county  within  the  realm,  is  repealed.   And 
until  the  four  acls  pafsed  the  laft  fession  of  parliament, 
v\z.  that  for  flopping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  har- 
bour oi  B often.     That  for  altering  the   charter  and  go- 
vernment of  the  Maffaihufats  Bay.     And  that  which  is 
entitled,  "  an  a&  for  the  better  administration  of  juflice, 
&c."     And  that  "  for  extending  the    limits  of  Quebec, 
&:."  are  repealed.     And  we  recommend  it  to  the    pro- 
.VoL-  *•  ■¥  vincial 
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vincial  conventions,  and  to  tjie  commutees  in  the  ttf  • 
pe&ive  colonies,  toeftablifh  fuch  farther  regulations  as 
they  may  think  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  this 
association. 

The  foregoing  association  being  determined  upon 
by  the  congrefs,  was  ordered  to  be  fubferibed  by  the 
fcveral  members  thereof  ;  and  thereupon  we  have  here- 
unto fet  our  refpe&ive  names  accordingly. 

In  Congrefs 3  Philadelphia,  October  24. 

Signed  Peyton  Randolph,  Prefide nt. 

New-Hampfhire,  John  Sullivan,   Nathaniel  Fohom, 

Massachufetts-Bay,    Thomas  Cufhing,  Samuel   Adams, 

John    Adams,   Robert    Treat    Paine.       Rhode- ifl.    d, 

Stephen  Hopkins,  Samuel  Ward,    Connecticut,  Eli p ha  let 

Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  Silas  Deane.     Ntw  York,  lfaa 

Low,  John  Alf"pi    John   Jay,    James  Dunne,   William 

Floyd,  Henry  Wisner,    St    Beer  urn,    Philip   Livivgjlon. 

New-  Jerfey,  James  Kinfty,  William  Living  Jinn,  Si p ken 

Crane,  Richard  Smith,  John  De  Hart.      Peat&y Ivartia, 

Jofeph  Galloway,   John  Dickenfon,  Charles  Humphreys, 

Thomas  Mifflin,  Edward  Biddle,  John  Morton.  George 

Rofs.    Ncw-Cadle,  &c.  Caesar  Rodney,  Thomas  M'Keaii, 

George  Read.     Maryland,   Mathew    Tilghman,  Thcmas 

Johnfon,  William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe.     Virginia,  Rich- 

ard  Henry  Lee,    George   Wafhington.    P.    Henry,    junr. 

Richard  Bland,  Benjamin  Harrijon,  Edmund   Pendleton. 

North  Carolina,  William  Hooper,  Jofeph  Hews,  R.  Caf* 

welL 
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well.     South  Carolina,  Henry  Middleton,  Thomas  Lyncfi, 
Ckriflopher  Gadsden,  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Putledge. 

O.i  the  2 1  ft  day  of  Oftoler.     The  addrefs  to  ihe  people 
of  Great  Britain,  was  approved  and  is  as  follows : 

To  the  people  cf  Great  Britain,  from  the  Delegates,  ap- 
pointed by  the  fever al  Englilh  Colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
Jkire,MassachufeUs  Bay, Rhode  Island,  andProvidencc 
Plantations,ConneBicut,New-York,New'Jerfey,Penn' 
fylvania,The  Lower  Counties  en  Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  to  con* 
Cider  of  their  Grievances  in  General  Congress, 
at  Philadelphia,  September  §th,  1774. 

♦«  FRIENDS  AND  FELLOW  SUBJECTS, 

"  WHEN  a  nation  led  to  greatnefs  by  the  hand  of 
liberty,  and  possessed  of  all  the  glory  that  heroifm, 
munificence,  and  humanity  can  bellow,  defcends  to  the 
ungrateful  talk  of  forging  chains  for  her  friends  and  chil- 
dren, and  inftead  of  giving  fupport  to  freedom,  turns 
advocate  for  slavery  and  oppression,  there  is  reafon  to 
fufpect  fhe  has  either  ceafed  to  be  virtuous,  or  been  ex- 
tremely negligent  in  the  appointment  of  her  rulers. 

"  In  almoft  every  age,  in  repeated  conflicts,  in  long 
and  bloody  wars,  as  well  civil  as  foreign,  againfl  many 
and  powerful  nations,  againfl  the  open  affaults  of  ene- 
mies and  the  more  dangerous  treachery  of  friends,  have 
the  inhabitants  of  your  island,  your  great  and  glorious 
anceflors,  maintained  their  independence  and  tranfmit- 

ted 
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ted  the  rights  of  men  and  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  you 
their  pofterity. 

««  Be  not  furprized  therefore,  that  we,  who  are  def- 
cended  from  the  fame  common  aaceftors  ;  that  we,  whofe 
forefathers  participated  in  all  the  rights,  the  liberties, 
and  the  conftitution,  you  fo  juftly  boaft  of,  and  who 
have  carefully  conveyed  the  fame  fair  inheritance  to  us, 
guaranteed  by  the  plighted  faith  of  government  and  the 
mod  folemn  compacts  with  Britifh  fo^e^eigns,  mould 
refufe  to  furrender  them  to  men,  who  found  their  claims 
on  no  principles  of  realbn,  and  who  profecute  them 
with  a  deGgn,  that  by  having  our  lives  and  property  in 
their  power,  they  may  with  the  greater  facility  enslave 
you. 

The  caufe  of  America  is  now  the  objeft  of  univer- 
fal  attention  ;  it  has  at  length  become  very  ferious. 
This  unhappy  country  has  not  only  been  opprefied, 
butabufed  and  mifreprefenfed  ;  and  the  duty  we  owe  to 
ourfelves  and  pofterity^  to  your  intereft,  and  the  gener. 
al  welfare  of  the  Briti/Ji  empire,  leads  us  to  addrefs  you 
on  this  very  important  fubjecl;. 

Know  then,  That  we  confider  ourfelves,  and  do  in- 
fill, that  we  are  and  ought  ^to  be,  as  free  as  our 
fellow  fuhje&s  in  Britain,  and  that  no  power  on  earth 
has  a  right  to  take  our  property  from  us  without  our 
confent. 

That  we  claim  all  the  benefits  fecured  to  the  fub- 
jecl by  the  Englijh  conftitution,  and  particularly  that 
ineiiimable  one  of  trial  by  jury. 

That 
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.  That  we  hold  it  eflential  to  Englijh  liberty,  that  no 
man  be  condemned  unheard  or  punifbed  for  fuppofcd 
offences,  without  having  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
defence. 

That  we  think  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain 
is  nor  authorized  by  the  conftitution  to  efiablifh  a  re- 
ligion trau^ht  with  fanguinary  and  impious  tenets,  or, 
to  ere&  an  arbitrary  form  of  government  in  any  quarter 
of  the  globe.  Thefe  rights  we  as  well  as  you,  deem  fa- 
cred.  And  yet  facred  as  they  are,  they  have,  with  ma- 
ny others,  been  repeatedly  and  flagrantly  violated. 

Are  not  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  Great  Britain 
lords  of  their  own  property  -?  can  it  be  taken  from  them 
without  clieir  confent  ?  will  they  yield  it  to  the  arbitrary 
difo  >fal  o:  any  man,  or  number  of  men  whatever  ?  You 
kn-~w  they  will  not. 

Why  then  are  the  proprietors  of  the  foil  of  America 
lefs  lords  of  their  property  than  you  are  of  yours  ;  or 
why  fhould  they  fubmit  it  to  the  difpofal  of  your  parli- 
ament, or  any  other  parliament,  or  council  in  the  world, 
not  of  then  election  ?  Can  the  intervention  of  the  fea 
that  divides  us,  caufe  defpanty  in  rights,  or  can  any 
reafou  be  given  why  Englijh  fubje&s  who  live  three 
thoufand  miles  from  the  royal  palace,  mould  enjoy  lefs 
liberty  than  thofe  who  are  three  hundred  miles  diflant 
from  if.  ? 

Reafon  looks  with  indignation  on  fuch  ditlin&ions, 
and  freemen  can  never  perceive  their  propriety.  And 
yet,  however  chimerical  and  unjuft  fuch  difcrirninations 
are,  the  parliament  assert,  that  they  have  a  right  to  bind 
ws  in  all  cafes  without  exception,  whether  we  confent  or 

not 
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not  ;  that  they  may  take  and  ufe  our  property  when  and 
in  what  manner  tbey  pleafe  ;  thar  we  are  penfioners  on 
their  bounty  for  all  that  we  possess,  andean  hold  it  no 
longer  than  they  vouchfafe  to  permit  Such  declara- 
tions we  confider  as  herefies  in  Eiglifh  politics,  and 
which  can  no  more  operate  to  deprive  us  of  our  proper- 
ty, than  the  interdicts  of  the  pope  can  diveft  kings  of 
fceptres,  which  the  laws  of  the  land  and  the  voice  of  th* 
people  have  placed  in  their  hands. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war — a  war  rendered 
glorious  by  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  a  minifter,  to 
whofe  efforts  the  BritiJJi  empire  owes  its  fafety  and  its 
fame  :  at  the  conclufion  of  this  war,  which  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  an  inglorious  peace,  formed  under  the  auipices  of 
a  minifter,  of  principles,  and  of  a  family  unfriendly  to  the 
proteftant  caufe,  and  inimical  to  liberty.  We  fay  at  this 
period,  and  under  the  influence  of  that  man,  a  plan  for 
enflaving  your  fellow  fubjeds  in  America  was  concerted, 
and  has  ever  fince  been  pertinaciously  carrying  into  ex* 
ccution. 

Prior  to  this  aera  you  were  content  with  drawing 
from  us  the  weakh  produced  by  our  commerce.  You 
retrained  our  trade  in  every  way  that  could  conduce 
to  your  emolument.  You  extrcifed  unbounded  fo- 
vereignty  over  the  fea.  You  named  the  ports  and  na- 
tions to  which  alone  our  merchandize  fliould  be  carried, 
and  with  whom  alone  we  fhould  trade  ;  and  though 
fome  of  thefe  reductions  were  grieVous,  we  neverthelefs 
did  net  complain  ;  we  looked  up  to  you  as  to  our  pa- 
rent ft  ate  to  which  we  were  bound  by  the  ftronoeii  ties  : 

and 
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and  were  happy  in  being  inflrumental  to  your  profper* 
ity  ami  your  grandeur* 

We  call  upon  you  yourfelves,  to  witnefs  our  loyal- 
ty and  attachment  to  the  common  intereft  of  the  whole 
empire  ;  did  we  not,  in  the  laft  war,  add  all  the  ftrength  of 
this  vaft  continent  to  the  force  which  repelled  our  com- 
mon enemy  ?  Did  we  not  leave  our  native  chores,  and 
meet  difeafe  and  death,  to  promote  the  fuqecefs  otBriti/k 
arms  in  foreign  climates  ?  Did  you  not  thank  us  for  our 
zeal,  and  evenreimburfe  us  large  fums  of  money,  which, 
you  confessed  we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion, 
and  far  beyond  our  abilities  ?     You  did. 

To  what  caufe,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  the  fudder* 
change  ot  treatment,  and  that  syftem  of  slavery  which 
was  prepared  for  us  at  the  reftoration  of  peace. 

Before  we  had  recovered  from  the  diflresses  which 
ever  attend  war,  an  attempt  was  made  to  drain  thiscoun. 
try  of  all  its  money,  by  the  oppressive  Ramp  act.  Paint, 
glafs,  and  other  commodities  which  you  would  not  per- 
mit us  to  purchase  of  other  nations,  were  taxed  ;  nay, 
although  no  wine  is  made  in  any  country,  fubject  to  the 
BritiJIi  ftate,  you  prohibited  our  procuring  it  ot  foreign- 
ers without  paving  a  tax,  impofed  by  your  parliament, 
on  all  we  imported.  Thefe  and  many  other  imnoti'i- 
ons  were  laid  upon  us  mod  unjuftly,  and  unconflituti- 
.onally,  for  the  exprefs  purpose  of  railing  a  revenue.  In 
order  to  lilence  complaint,  it  was,  indeed,  provided,' 
that  this  revenue  should  be  expended  in  America,  for  its 
protection  and  defence.  These  exactions,  however  can 
receive  no  j unification  from  a  pretended  necessity  of 
protecting  and  defending  us.      They  are  lavishly  fquan- 

dered 
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dciedon   court   favourites    and  minifierial  dependents, 
generally  avowed  enemies  to  America,   and   employing 
tivmfelves,  by  partial   representations,   to   tradue.  and 
embroil  the  colonies.     For  the  neceilary  fupporo  of  go- 
vernment here,  we  ever  were  and  ever  ihali  be  ready  to 
provide.      And  whenever   the    exigencies  of  the    fla're 
may  require  it,  we  fhall,  as   we    have  heretofore  done, 
cheerfully  contribute  our   full   proportion  of  men  and 
money.     To  enforce  this  unconftilutional  and  unjuil 
fcheme  of  taxation,  every  fence  that  the  wifdom  of   our 
Britifi  ancellirs  had  carefully  erected  againfl  arbitrary 
power,  has  been  violently  throwa  down  in  America,  and 
the  ineftimable  right  of  trial  by  jury  taken  awayia  cafes 
that  touch  both  life   and   property.      It   was  ordained 
that  whenever  effences  mould  be  committed  in  the  co- 
lonies againfl  particular    ads   impofing    various   duties 
and  reflections  upon  trade,  the  profecutor  might   bring 
his  action  for  the  penalties  in  the   courts  of  admiralty  ; 
by  which  means  the  fubject  loft    the  advantage  of  being 
tried  by  an  honed  uninfluenced   jury  of  the   vicinage, 
and  was  fubjeeted  to  the  fad  necessity  of   being  judged 
by  a  fingle  man,  a  creature  of  the  crown,  and  according 
to  the  courfe  of  a  law  which   exempts  the   profecutor 
from  the  trouble  of  proving  his  accufation,  and   obliges 
the  defendant  either  to  evince  his  innocence,  or    to  fuf- 
fer,  to  give  this  new  indicatory  the  greater  importance, 
and  as,  if  with  deftgn  to  protect  falfe  accufers,  it   is   fur- 
ther provided,  that  the  judged  certificate  cf  there  having 
been  probable  caufes  of  feizure    and   profecution  fhall 
protect  the  profecutor  from  actions  at  common  law  for 
recovery  cf  damages. 

By 
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Bv  the  courfcotour  la  v,  offences  committed  in  fnchof 
the  Entijh  dominion  in  which  courts  are  eftabhlheJ  and 
jullice  duly  and  regularly  adrnmifter.  d,  (hall  be  there 
tried  by  a  jury  ot  me  vicinage,  Tiiere  the  offenders  and 
the  witnefles  are  known,  and  the  degree  of  credibility 
to  be  given  to  their  teilsmony,  can  be  afcertained. 

In  all  thefe  colonics,  juftice  is  regularly  and  impar- 
tially adrmmftered,  and  yet  by  the  con(tru&ion  of  foma 
and  the  direction  of  other  ac~b  of  parliament  offenders 
are  to  be  taken  by  force,  together  with  all  fuch  perform 
asmiy  be  pointed  out  as  witneiTes,  and  carried  to  Eng- 
land, there  to  be  tried  in  a  dillant  land,  by  a  Jury  of 
ftrangers,  and  fubject.  to  all  the  difadvantages  that  rei'ulc 
from  want  of  friends,  want  of  witneffes,  and  want  of  mo- 
ney. 

When  the  defign  of  railing  a  revenue  from  the  du- 
ties impofedon  the  importation  of  tea  into  America,  had 
in  great  meafure  been  rendered  ab  »rtive  by  our  ceafing 
to  import  that  commodity,  a  fcheme  was  concerted  by 
the  mini  dry  with  the  Eafl  India  company,  and  an  a£fc 
p-iffed  enabling  and  encouraging  them  to  transport 
and  vend  it  in  the  colonies.  Aware  of  the  danger  of 
giving  fuccefs  to  this  infidious  manoeuvre,  and  of  per- 
miting  a  precedent  of  taxation  thus  to  be  euablifhed  a- 
mong  us,  various  methods  are  adopted  to  elude  the 
flroke.  The  people  of  Bojlon  then  ruled  by  a  gover- 
nor, whom  as  well  as  his  predeeeffor  Sir  Francis  Bernard, 
all  America  confiders  as  her  enemy,  were  exceedingly 
cmbarrafled.  The  (hips,  which  had  arrived  with  the 
tea,  were  by  his  management  prevented  from  returning. 
The  duties  would  have  been  paid  ;  the  cargoes  landed 

Vol.  I.  N  and 
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and  exposed  to  fale,  a  governor's  influence   would  have 
procured  and  protected  many  purchafers.      While    the 
town  was  iofoended  by  deliberations  on  this  important 
fubjec\  the  tea  was  deftroyed.     Even  fuppofmg   a  tref- 
pafs  was  thereby  committed,  and  the  proprietors  of   the 
tea  entitled  to  damages,  the  courts  of   law    were    open, 
and  judges  appointed  by  the  crown   prefided  in  therm 
The  Eafi  India  company  however  did  not  think  proper 
to  commence  any  fuits,  nor  did  they  even  demand  fatif- 
fa&ion  either  from  individuals,  or  horn  the  community 
in  general.     The  miniftry,  it  feems  officiously  made  the 
cafe  their  own,  and  the  great  council  of  the   nation  des- 
cended to  intermeddle  with  a  difpute  about  private  pro- 
perty.    Divers  papers,  letters,    and  other    unauthenti- 
cated  txpart  evidence  were  laid  before  them  ;  neither  the 
perfons  who  deftroyed  the  tea,  nor  the  people  of  Bo/ion 
were  called  upon  to  anfwer  the  complaint.     The  min- 
iftry, incenfed   by   being   difappointed   in   a   favourite 
fcheme,  were  determined  to  recur  from  the   little  arts  of 
finefle,  to  open  force  and  unmanly  violence.     The  port 
of  Bo/ion  was  blocked  up  by  a  fleet,  and  an  army  plac- 
ed in  the  town.     Their  trade  was  to  be  fufoended,  and 
thoufands  reduced  to  the  neceOity  of  gaining  fubfiftence 
from  Charity  till  they  fhould  fubmit  to  pafs   under    the 
yoke,  and  confent  to  become  flives,    by    confefiing  the 
omnipotence  of  parliament,  and  acquiefcing  in  whatev- 
er difpoution  they  might  think  proper  to  make  ot   their 
lives  and  property. 

Let  juiiice  and  humanity  ceafe  to  be  the  boaft  of 
your  nation  !  consult  your  hifiory,  examine  your  re- 
cords of  former  tranfafHon^  nay  turn  to  the  annals  of 

the 
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the  many  arbitrary  dates  and    kingdoms  that  furround 
you,  and  mew  us  a  fingle   inftance  of  men  being  con- 
demned to  fuffer  for  imputed  crimes,  unheard,  unquef- 
tioned,  and  without  even  the  fpecious  formality  of  a  tri- 
al :  and  that  too  by  laws  made  exprefsly  for  the  purpofe, 
and  which  had  no  exiflence  at  the  time  of  the  fad  com- 
mitted.   If  it  be  difficult  to  reconcile  thefe  proceedings 
to  the  genius  and  temper  of  your  laws  and  constitution, 
the  talk  will  become  more  arduous,  when  we  call  upon 
cur  minifterial  enemies  to  juitify,not  only  condemning 
men  untried  and  by  hearfay,  but  involving  the  innocent 
in  one  common  puniihment  with  the  guilty,  and  for  the 
ac~l  of  thirty  or  forty,  to  bring  poverty,  dittr  fs,  and  ca- 
lamity on  thirty   thoufand  fouls,    and  thofe   not  your 
enemies,  but   your  friends,    brethren,    and  fellow  fub- 
jects. 

It  would  be  fome  conflation  to  us,  if  the  catalogue 
of  American  oppressions  ended  here.     It  gives  us    pain 
to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  reminding  you,  that 
under  the  confidence  repofed  in  the  faith  of  government, 
pledged  in  a  royal  charter  from  a  Britifh  fovereign,  the 
forefathers  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Massachusetts* 
Bay  left  their  former  habitations,    and  eftabhfhed    that 
great,    flourifhing,  and  loyal    colony.       Without  in- 
curring or  being  charged  with  the  forfeiture  of  their  rights, 
without  being  heard,  without  being  tried,  without  law, 
and  without  juflice,  by  an  a&  or  parliament,  their  char- 
ter is  deftroyed,  their  liberties  violated,  their  conflitution 
and  form  of  government  changed  :  and  all  this  upon   no 
better  pretence  than  becaufe   in  one  of  their    towns  a 
treffpafs    was  committed  on  fome   merchandize,  faid 

ta 
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to  belong  to  one  of  the  companies,  and  beeatife  the  rnin- 
iftrv  wereo^  opinion,  that  fuch  high  political  regulati- 
ons were  'ieceffiry  to  compel  due  tubordination  and  o« 
bed:  net*  to  their  m indues. 

Nor  are  thefe  th?  only  capital  grievances  under 
which  we  labour.  We  m'ghi  tell  of  diffolute,  weak, 
afi  i  wicked  governors,  having  been  let  over  us  ;  of  le- 
gi  ? .1  >n-es  being  fufpended  forafferting  the  rights  oi  ^n". 
Ujh  fubjecls;  of  needy  and  ignorant  dependents  on 
g  ,i  n  en  advanced  to  the  feats  of  juibce:  and  to  oti  er 
places  ot  >ruft  and  importance  ;  of  hard  reftri&tons  on 
commerce,  and  a  great  Virie^y  of  lesser  evils,  the  recol- 
hdipp  of  which  is  almofl  loft  under  the  weight  and 
prt.ffure  of  greater  and  more  poignant  calamities. 

Now  muk  the  progression  of   the  miniftenal  plan 
for  enflaving  us. 

Well  aware  that  fuch  hardy  attempts    to    take  our 

property  from  us.  to  deprive  us  of  tha   valuable  tight  of 

tnai  by  jury,  r  .  feizeour  pr>rfons,  and  carry  us  for  trial 

to  Great  Britain,  to  blockade  our  ports,  to  deflroy  our 

charters,  and  change  our  iorrns  of    government,    would 

cccafion,  and  had  already   occa (toned   great    difcontent 

m  the  colonies,  which  mi0ht  produceoppofition  to  thefe 

rneafures  ;  an  acl:  was  paffedto  protect,  indemnify,  and 

fcreen  ir*  n,  pi  mil  m  nt,  fuch  as  ought    be    guilty   even 

of  murder,    n  ei  devouring  to  carry  their  oppressive   e- 

dicta  into  execution;  and  by  another  a&  the    dominion 

01  Ca.-ada  is  to  be  so  extended,  txodeiled,  and  governed, 

a^  that  by  being  difunited  from  us,  detached    from    our 

in'erefis,  by  civil  as  weii  as  religions  prejudices,    that  by 

thejr  Cumbers  daily    fweiurg    with    catholic  err igrants 

from 
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fro  n  E-iropt,  an!  hv   their  devotion    to    adminiftration, 
fo  friendly  to  reli  i    ^    they  might  become    formi- 

dable to      ,  and  1   b  3  fie    inftruments  in   the 

hands  of  power  ;  to  reduce  the   ancienc,    *ree    proteftant 
colonies  to  the  fame  ftate  offlavery     itb  themfelves. 

I  his      tf       i  I  :ntly  the  object  of  the  act  :  and  in  this 
\-':c    .  b  sing  extremely  dangerous    to    our    Liberty    and 
cannot  forbear  comolaining  of  it  as    hoftileto 
B  itlfh  America.      Superadded    to  thefe  conGdcrations, 
we  cannot  help   deploring  the    unhaopy    condition  to 
which  it  has  reduced  the  man)   Englifll  fettlers,  who  en- 
couraged bv  the  royal    proclamation,  promoting  the  en- 
joyment ot  all  their   rights,    have    purchased   eftates    in 
that  c  unuy.     They  ate  now  the  fubjects  of  an  arbitrary 
government,    deprived   of    trial     by    fury,    and    when 
impnfoned  cannot  cia  m  the  benefit  ol  the  Habeus  Corpus 
acr,  that  great  bulwark  and  palladium  ot  Englifh  liberty  : 
Not  can  we  fupprefs   our  astoniCh  nenr,  that  a  Briti/h 
parliament  mould  ever  confent  to  eUabiifh  in  that  coun- 
try a  religion  that  has  deluged  your    1  aland    in    blood, 
and  difperfed  impiety,  bigotry  perfecuuon,  murder,  and 
rebellion  through  ev<  ry  parr  of  the  world. 

This  being  a  true  (late  ofiacts1  let  us  befeech  you 
toconfiderto  whatend  »hey  lead. 

Admit  that  the  mmiitry,  by  toe  powers  of  Britain, 
ani  the  aid  of  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours,  mould 
be  able  to  carry  the  point  of  taxation,  and  reduce  us  to 
a  date  of  perfect  humiliation  and  slavery  :  fuch  an  enter- 
prize  would doubtlefs  make  fome  addition  to  your  nati- 
onal debt,  which  already  prefses  down  your  liberties,  and 
/ills  you  with  penfioners  and  placemen.     We  prefurne, 

alio; 
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alfo,  that  your  commerce  will  fomewhat  be  diminifhed. 
However,  fuppofe  you  fhould  prove  victorious,  in 
what  condition  will  you  then  be  ?  What  advantages 
or  what  laurels  will  you  reap  from  fiich  a  con qu eft  ? 

May  not  a  miniiiry  with  the  iame  armies  insiave  you, 
—it  may  be  faid,  you  will  ceafe  to  pay  them, — but  re- 
member the  taxes  from  America,  the  wealth,  and  we  may 
add  the  men,  and  particularly  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
this  vaft  continent,  will  then  be  in  the  power  of  your 
enemies ;  nor  will  you  have  any  reafon  to  expect,  that 
after  making  slaves  of  us,  many  among  us  mould  refufe 
to  assift  in  reducing  you  to  the  fame  abject  ftate. 

Do  not  treat  this  as  chimeiical. — Know  that  in  lefs 
than  half  a  century,  the  quit  rents  referved  to  the  crown, 
from  the  riumberlefs  grants  of  this  vast  continent,  will 
pour  large  dreams  of  wealth  into  the  royal  coffers,  and 
if  to  this  be  added  the  power  of  taxing  America  at  plea  - 
iure,  the  crown  will  be  rendered  independent  of  you 
for  fupplies,  and  will  pofsefs  more  treafure  than  may 
be  necefsary  to  purchafe  the  remains  of  liberty  in  your 
island.  In  a  word,  take  care  that  you  do  not  fall  into 
the  pit  that  is  preparing  for  us. 

We  believe  there  is  yet  much  virtue,  much  juflice, 
and  much  public  fpirifc  in  the ■  Englijh  nation.— To  that 
juflice  we  now  appeal.  You  have  been  told  that  we 
are  feditious,  impatient  of  government  and  dehrous  of 
independency.  Be  assured  that  thefe  are  no  facts,  but 
calumnies.  Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  yourfelves,  and 
we  (hail  ever  eflcem  a  union  with  you  to  be  our  great- 
eft  glory  and  our  gfieatefi  happinefs,  we  mall  ever  be 
ready  to  contribute  all  in  cur  power   to   the  welfare  of 

the 
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the  empire,  we  (hall  confider  your  enemies  as  our   ene- 
mies, and  your   interelt  as  our  own. 

But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  minifters  fhall 
wantonly  fport  with  the  rights  of  mankind — If  neither 
the  voice  of  juftice,  the  diftites  of  the  law,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  conftitution,  or  the  fuggeftions  of  humanity 
can  reftrain  your  hands  from  fhedding  human  blood  irt 
fuch  an  impious  caufe,  we  muft  then  tell  you,  that  we 
will  never  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood  or  drawers  of 
water  for  any  miniftry  or  nation  in  the  world. 

Place  us  in  the  fame  fituation  that  we  were  at  the 
clofe  of  the  lafl  war,  and  our  former  harmony  will  be 
rellored. 

But  left  the  fame  fupinenefs  and  the  fame  inatten- 
tion to  our  common  intereft,  which  you  have  for  feveral 
years  fhewn,  mould  continue,  we  think  it  prudent  to  an- 
ticipate the  confequences. 

By  the  deftru&ion  of  the  trade  of  Bcflon,  the  minif- 
try have  endeavoured  to  induce  fubmissian  to  their  mea- 
fures.  The  like  fate  may  befall  us  all.  We  will  en- 
deavour therefore  to  live  without  trade,  and  recur  for 
fubhilence  to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our  native  foil, 
which  will  afTord  us  all  the  necefsaries,  and  iome  of  the 
conveniences  of  life.  We  have  fufpended  our  impor- 
tation from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ;  and  in  Ids  than 
a  year's  time,  unlefs  our  grievances  mould  be  redrefsed, 
shall  difcontinue  our  exports  to  thofe  kingdoms  and  the 
Weft  Indies. 

It  is  with  theutmofl  regret,  however,  that  we  find 
©mfelves  compelled  by  the  over-ruling  principles  of 
felf-prefcrvation,  to  adopt  meafures  detrimental  in  their 


con 
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confequences  to  numbers  of  our  fellow  fubjects  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  But  we  hope,  that  the 
magnanimity  and  juftice  ot  the  BntiJIi  nation  will  fur- 
nish a  parliament  of  fuch  wisdom,  independance,  and 
public  fpirit,  as  may  fave  the  violated  rights  of  the 
whole  empire  from  the  devices  ot  wicked  minifters  and 
evil  counfellors  whether  in  or  out  of  office  ;  and  there- 
by reftore  that  harmony,  friendship,  and  fraternal  affec- 
tion between  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  majefly's  king- 
doms and  territories,  fo  ardently  wished  for  by  every  true 
and  honeii  American. 


The  Memorial  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  Colo- 
nies, is  as  follows. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  of  New-Hampjkire,  Mas* 
sachufetts- Bay,  Rhode -Island,  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, Connecticut,  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Penn* 
fylvania,  the  Counties  of  New  Caflle,  Kent,  and  Sus* 
sex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Caroli- 
na, and  South -Carolina. 

«  FRIENDS  AND  COUNTRYMEN, 

"  WE  the  delegates  appointed  by 
the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  September  lafl,  for  the  purpofes  mentioned 
by  our  refpective  conftituents,  have,  in  purfuanceof  the 
truftrepofedin  us,  assembled,  and  taken  into  our  molt 
ferious  confideration,  the  important  matters  recommend- 
ed to  the  congrefs.      Our  refolutions   thereupon  will  be 

herewith  communicated  to  you.    But  as  the  fituations  of 

public 
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public  affairs  grows  daily  more  and  more,  alarming; 
and  as  it  may  be  mare  fatisfa&ory  to  you  to  be  informed 
by  us  in  a  colle&ive  body,  than  in  any  other  manner 
of  thofe  fentimentt  that  have  been  approved,  upon  a 
full  and  free  difcuflion,  by  the  reprefentatives  of  fo  great 
a  part  of  America,  we  cfteem  ourfelves  obliged  to  add 
thisaddrefs  to  thefe  refutations. 

In  every  cafe  of  oppofition  by  a  people  to  their  ru- 
lers,or  of  one  Mate  to  another,  duty  to  AlmightyGod,  the 
Creator  of  ail  requires  that  a  true  and  impartial  judge- 
ment be  formed  of  the  meafures  leading  to  fach  oppofi- 
tion; and  of  the  caufes  by  which  it  has  been  provoked, 
or  can  in  any  degree  be  juftified,  that  neither  affection 
on  the  one  hand  nor  refentment  on  the  other,  be- 
ing permitted  to  give  a  wrong  biass  to  reafon,  it  may  be 
enabled  to  take  a  difpaflionate  view  of  all  circumftances 
and  to  fettle  the  public  conduct  on  the  folid  foundati- 
ons of  wifdom  and  juflice. 

From  councils  thus  tempered  arife  the  fureft  hopes 
of  the  divine  favour,  the  firmed  encouragement  to  the 
parties  engaged,  and  the  flrongefl;  recommendation  of 
their  caufe  to  the  red  of  mankind. 

With  minds  deeply  imprefsed  by  a  fenfe  of  thefe 
truths,  we  have  diligently,  deliberately,  and  calmly  en- 
quired into,  and  conhdered  thofe  exertions,  both  of  the 
legislative  and  executive  power  of  Great  Britain,  which 
have  excited  fo  much  uneafinefs  in  America,  and  have, 
with  equal  fidelity  and  attention,  confidered  the  conduct 
of  the  colonies.  Upon  the  whole,  we  find  ourfelves 
reduced  to  the  difagreeable  alternative  of  being  filent 
and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  fpeaking  out  andcen- 
Vol.  J.  O  Turing 
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furing  thofe  we  wifh  to  revere.  In  making  our  choice 
of  thefe  diftressing  difficulties,  we  preter  the  courfe  dic- 
tated by  honefty,  and  a  regard  tor  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

Soon  after  the    conclufion    of  the   late    war,  there 
commenced  a  memorable  change   in  the    treatment    of 
thefe  colonies.     By  a  flatute  made  in  the  fourth  year  of 
the  prefent  reign,  a  time  of  profound  peace,    alledging, 
*•  the  expediency  of  new  provifions  and  regulations  for 
extending  the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  his 
majefty's  dominions   in   America,    and   the    necessity  of 
raiftng  a  Revenue  in  the  f^id   dominions   for   defraying 
the  expences  of  defending,  protecling  and  fecuring    the 
fame/'  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  undertook  to  give 
and  grant  to  his  majefty  many  rates  and  duties,  to  be 
paid  in  thefe  colonies.     To  enforce   the    obfervance   of 
this  ad,  it  prefcribes  a  great  number  of  fevere   penalties 
and  forfeitures ;  and  in  two  fedions  makes  a  remarkable 
diftin&ion  between  the  fubje&s  in  Great    Britain,  and 
thofe  in  America.     By  the  one,  the  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures incurred  there,  are  to  be  recovered  in   any   of  the 
kings  courts  of  record  at  Weftminfier,  or  in  the  court  »of  % 
exchequer  in  Scotland  ;  and  by  the  other,  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred  here,  are  to  be  recovered  in  any 
court  of  record,  or  in  any  court  of   Admiralty,    or    Vice 
Admiralty,  at  the  election  of  the  informer  or  profecutor. 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  confiding  in  the 
jufticeof  Great  Britain,  were  fcarcely  allow  el  fnjicient 
time  to  receive  and  confider  this  act,  before  another, 
Well  known  by  the  name  of  the  ft  amp  aft,  and  passed  in 
Ihe  fifth  year  of  this  reign,  engroffed  their  whole  atten- 
tion; 
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tion.  By  this  (latute  the  Britijh  parliament  exercifed 
in  the  moil  explicit  minner  a  power  of  taxing  us,  and 
ex  ending  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  ot  Admiralty  and 
Vice  Admiralcv  in  the  colonies,  to  matters  ariGng  within, 
the  ood)  ot  a  county,  and  directed  the  numerous  pen- 
al ies  and  forfeitures  thereby  inflicted,  to  be  recovered  in 
the  f  id  courts. 

]u  the  fame  year  a  tax  was  impofed  upon  us,  by  an 
a&  eftablifhmg  feveral  new  fees  in  the  cuftoms.  In  the 
next  year  the Jiamp  aft  was  repealed  ;  notbecaufe  it  was 
founded  in  an  erroneous  principle,  but  as  the  repealing 
act  recites,  becaufe  "  the  continuance  thereof  would  be 
attended  with  many  inconveniences,  and  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  confequences  crea  ly  detrimental  to  the  com- 
mercial mterefts  ot  Great  Britain. 

In  the  fame  year,  and  by  a  fubfequent  act  it  was 
declared,  "  that  his  majefly  in  parliament,  of  right  bad 
power  to  bind  the  people  of  thefe  colonies  by  (latutes  ity 
all  cafes  whatfoever. 

In  the  fame  year,  another  act  was  passed,  for  impel- 
ling rates  and  duties  payable  in  thefe  colonies.  In  this 
fiatute  the  commons  avoiding  the  terms  of  giving  and 
granting  "  humbly  belought  his  majefty  that  it  might 
be  enacted,  Sec."  but  from  a  declaration  in  the  preamble, 
that  the  rates  and  duties  were  "  in  lieu  ot"  feveral  o- 
thers  granted  by  the  ftatute  firft  before  mentionedy^r 
raising  a  Revenue,  and  from  fome  other  expreffions  it 
appears,  that  thefe  duties  were  intended  for  that  pur* 
pofe. 

In 
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In  the  next  year  (1767)  an  at>  was  made  "  to  ena- 
ble Vis  majefly  to  put  the  cuftoms  and  Qther  duties  ill 
America  under  the  management  of  commiflio  tiers,  &c." 
and  the  king  thereupon  ere&ed  the  prefeni  expenhve 
board  of  commissioners,  for  the  exprefs  purpole  of  car- 
rying into  execution  the  feveral  a&s  relating  to  the  re- 
venue and  trade  in  America. 

After  the  repeal  of  the  (lamp  aft,  having  again  re- 
signed ourfelves  to  our  ancient  unfufpicious  affections 
for  the  pa.  ent  Mate  ;  and  anxious  to  avoid  any  contro- 
verfy  with  her,  in  hopes  ot  a  favourable  alteration  in 
fentiments  and  meafures  towards  us,  we  did  not  prefe 
our  objections  againfl  the  above  mentioned  ftatutes 
made  fubfequent  to  that  repeal. 

Adminiftration,  attributing  to  trifling  caufes,  a  con- 
duct that  really  proceeded  from  generous  motives,  were 
encouraged  in  the  fame  year  ^1767)  to  make  a  bolder 
experiment  on  the  patience  of  America. 

By  a  flatute  commonly  called  the  glafs,  paper,  and 
tea]a&t,  made  fifteen  months  after  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp 
a&,  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  refumed  their  former 
language,  and  again  undertook  to  "  give  and  grant 
rates  and  duties  to  be  paid  in  thefe  colonies,"  for  the  ex- 
prefs purpofeof "  railing  a  revenue,  to  defray  the  charg- 
es of  the  adrniniftration  of  juflice,  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  and  defending  the  king's  dominions,"  on 
this  continent.  The  penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred 
under  this  flatute,  are  to  be  recovered  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, vviththofe  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  a#s.  , 

To  this  flatute  fo  naturally  tending  to  difturb  the 
tranquility    than    univeifal    throughout    the    colonies, 

pailiament 
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parliament  in  the  fame  Cession,  added  another    no  lefs 
extraordinary. 

Ever  fince  the  making  of  the  prefent  peace,  a  fland* 
ing  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies.  From  ref- 
ped  for  the  mother  country,  the  innovation  was  not 
onl/tcleratcd,  but  the  provincial  legislatures  generally 
made  provifion  for  Supplying  the  troops. 

The  affembly  of  the  province  of  New  York,  having 
pissed  an  acl  of  this  kind,  but  differing  in  fome  articles, 
from  the  directions  of  the  aci  of  parliament  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  this  reign,  the  houfe  of  representatives  in 
that  colony  was  prohibited  by  a  ftafute  made  in  the  laft 
fession  mentioned,  from  making  any  bill,  order,  refolu* 
tion,  or  vote,  except  for  adjourning  or  choofing  a  fptak* 
er,  un  il  provifion  ihould  be  made  by  the  faid  affembly 
for  furnifhing  the  troops  within  that  prov  ince,  not  only 
with  all  luch  neceffaries  as  weie  required  by  the  ftatute 
which  they  were  charged  wich  difobeying,  but  also  with 
thofe  required  by  two  other  (ubl  quent  Itatutes,  which 
were  declared  to  be  in  force,  until  the  twenty  fourth 
day  of  March,  1769. 

Thefe  ftatutes  of  the  year  1767,  revived  the  appre- 
iienfions  and  difcontents,  that  had  entirely  fubfided  on 
the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a£l  ;  and  amidfl  the  juft  fears 
and  jealoufies  thereby  occafioned,  a  flatate  was  made 
in  the  next  year  (1768)  to  eftablifh  courts  of  admiralty 
and  vice  admiralty  on  a  new  model,  exprefsly  for  the 
end  of  more  effectually  recovering  of  the  penalties  and 
forfeitures  infli&ed  by  acls  of  parliament,  framed  for  the 
purpole  of  railing  a  revenue  in  America,  &c. 

The 
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The  immediate  tendency  of  thefe  ftamtes  is,  to  fub« 
Vert  the  rights  of  having  a  (hare  in  legislation,  by  ien« 
dering  affemblics  ufclefs ;  the  right  of  property,  by  tak- 
ing the  money,  of  the  colonifts  without  their  confent  j 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  by  fubftituting  in  their  place 
trials  in  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty  courts,  where 
fingle  judges  prefide,  holding  their  commissions  during 
gleafure  ;  and  unduly  to  influence  the  courts,  of  corn- 
Dion  law  ;  by  rendering  the  judges  thereof  totally  de- 
pendant on  the  crown  for  their  falaries. 

Thefe  ftatutes,  not  to  mention  many  others  exceed- 
ingly exceptionable,  compared  one  with  another,  will 
be  found,  not  only  to  form  a  regular  fyftem,  in  which 
every  part  has  great  force,  but  alfo  a  pernicious  adher- 
ence to  that  fyftem,  for  fubjugating  thefe  colonies,  that 
are  not,  and  from  local  circumflances,  cannot  be  repre- 
fcnted  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  the  uncontroulable 
and  unlimited  power  of  parliament,  in  violation  of  their 
undoubted  rights  and  liberties,  in  contempt  of  their 
humble  and  repeated  ^applications. 

This  conduct  muft  appear  equally  aftonifhing  and 
unpllifiable,  when  it  is  confidered  how  unprovoked  it 
has  been  by  any  behaviour  of  thefe  colonies.  From 
their  firft  fettlement,  their  bittereft  enemies  never  fixed 
on  them  a  charge  of  diiloyalty  to  their  fovereign  or 
difaffection  to  their  mother  country.  In  the  wars  (he 
has  carried  on,  they  have  exerted  themfelves  whenever 
required,  in  giving  her  assiftance  ;  and  have  rendered 
her  fervices  which  fhe  has  publicly  acknowledged  to  be 
extremely  important.  Their  fidelity,  duty  and  ufelulnefs 

during 
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during  the  lafl  war,  we^e  frequently   and  affectionately 
confessed  by  his  late  majefty  and  the  prefent  king. 

The  reproaches  of  thofe,  who    are  molt  unfriendly 
to  the  freedom  of  America,   are    principally  levelled  a* 
gainft  the    province   of    Massac hufetts  Bay;    but   with 
what  little  reafon,  will  appear  by  tae  following  declara- 
tions  of  a  perfon,  the  truth  of  whofc  evidence,  in  theif 
favour,  will  not    be  queftioned.       Governor   Bernard 
thus    addrelTes    the    two   houfes    of   assembly — in  his 
fpeech  on  the  24th  of  April    1762.—"  The    unanimity 
atid  difpafch,  wuh  which  you  have  complied    with    thd 
teqiusitions  of  his  majejiys  require  my  particular  acknow- 
ledgment.      And  it  gives  me  additional  pleafure  to  ob* 
ferve,  that  you  have  therein  acted  under  no  other  influ* 
encethan  a  due  fenfe  of  your  duty,  both  as  members  of 
a  general  empire,  and  as  the  body  of  a  particular    pro* 
vince." 

In  another  fpeech  on  the  27th  of  May,  in  the  Fame 
year,  he  fays — "  Wnatever  (hail  be  the  event  of  the 
war,  it  muft  be  no  fmall  fatisfaction  to  us,  that  this  pro- 
vince hath  contributed  its  full  (hare  to  the  fupport  of  it. 
Every  thing  that  hath  been  required  of  it  hath  been  com- 
plied with  ;  and  the  execution  of  the  powers  committed 
to  me,  for  railing  the  provincial  troops  hath  been  as 
full  and  complete  as  the  grant  of  them.  Never  before 
were  regiments  fo  eafily  levied,  fo  well  compofed,  and 
fo  early  in  the  field  as  they  have  been  this  year  :  the 
common  people  feemed  to  be  animated  with  the  fpirit 
of  the  general  court,  and  to  vie  with  them  in  their  rea« 
dinefs  to  ferve  the  king/* 

Such 


4i*  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  1774; 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  the  Massacku- 

fctts  Bay  during  the  lad  war.     As    to   their    behaviour 

before  that  period,  it  ought  not  to  have    been  forgot  iri 

Great  Britain,  that  not  only  on  every  occafion  they  had 

conftantly  and  cheerfully  complied    with   the    frequent 

•-■•  royal  requifi lions — but  that  chiefly  by  their  vigorous  ef- 

*  forts,  Nova  Scotia  was  fubdued  in  1710,  and  Louisburgk 

in  1745. 

Foreign  quarrels  being  ended,  and  the  domeflic  diflur- 
bances,  that  quickly  fucceeded  on  account  of  the  (lamp 
act,  being  quieted  by  its  repeal*  the  assembly  of  Massa* 
chusetts  Bay  tranfmitted  an  humble  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
the  king  and  divers  noblemen,  and  foon  after  passed  a 
bill  for  granting  compenfation  to  the  fufferers  in  the 
diforder  occafioned  by  that  act, 

Thefe  circumftances  and  the  following  extracts  from 
governor  Bernard's  letters  in  1768,  to  the  Earl  of  Shel* 
lurne,  fecretary  of  Hate,  clearly  fhew  with  what  greatful 
tendernefs  they  drove  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  unhappy 
occafion  of  the  late  difcords,    and  with   what  refpectful 
deference  they  endeavoured  to  efcape   other  fubjects  of 
future  controverfy.     '«■  The  houfe,  ( fays  the  governor) 
from  the  time  of  opening   the   fession  to   this    day,   has 
\  fhewn  a  difpofition  to  avoid  all  difpute  with  me  :   every 
thing  having  passed  with  as  much  good    humour   as   I 
could  deGre,  except  only  their  continuing  to  act  in  ad* 
dressing  the  king  rcmonjlrating  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
and  employing  a  feparate  agent.     It  is  the  importance  of 
this  innovation,  without  any  wilfulness  of  my  own,  which 
induces  me  to  make  this  remonftrance  at  a   time   when 
I  have  a  fair  profpect  of  having",    in  all  Qthtr   businefs, 

nothing 
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nothing  but  good    to    by    of    the   proceedings  of  the 

re*. 

•«  They  havea&ed  in  all  thing* y  even  in  their  re- 
mnptrance,  with  temper  ami  moderation  ;  they  have  a* 
voided  fome  fubje&s  ofdifpute,  and  have  laid  afounda- 
ti  •  1  \or  removing  fome  caufes  of  former  altercation  ,"t 

14  I  b  ill   nake  fucb  a  prudent  and  proper  ufe  of  this 
letter,  as,  I  hope,  will  perfectly    reftore    the  peace    and 
tranquility  of  this  province^  for  which    purpofe    confi- 
ne fteps  have  been  made  by  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives."J 

The  vindication  of  the  province  of  Massachufdts* 
Bay  contained  in  thefe  letters,  will  have  greater  force, 
if  it  be  confidered,  that  they  were  written  federal 
months  after  the  frefti  alarm  given  to  the  colonies  by 
the  Itatutes  palled  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  place  it  feems  proper  to  take  notice  of  the 
infinuation  of  one  of  thofe  ftatutes,  that  the  interference 
of  parliament  was  neceffary  to  provide  for  "  defraying 
the  charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  the  fupport 
of  civil  government,  and  defending  the  king's  dominions 
in  America. 

As  to  the  two  fir  ft  articles  of  expence,  every  colony 
had  made  fuch  provjfion,  as  by  their  refpe&ive    affem* 
blies,  the  belt  judges  on  fuch  occafions,  was  thought  ex- 
pedient and  fuitabJe  to  their  feveral  circumftances  :  refc 
pecting  the  laft,  it  is  well  known  to    all   men,  the  leaffc 
acquainted  with  American  ilFjirs,  that  the  colonies  -to  the 
efiahliihed,  and  generally  defended  fchemfelves,   ^erwards 
theleaftassilhnce  from  Great  Britain  ;  and  th a/fie  general 
Vol   I.  P  ribed  by  the 

*  January  21,  1768.  f  January  30,  1768.  $  Febr*  charter, 
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time  of  her  taxing  them  by  tbe  ilaiutes  before  mentioned, 
mod  of  them  were  labouring  under  very  beavy  debts 
CQfltra&ed  in  the  laft  war.  So  far  were  they  from  fpar- 
ing  their  money,  when  their  fovereign,  conflitutionally 
alked  their  aids,  that  during  the  courfe  of  that  war,  par- 
liament repeatedly  made  them  compenfations  for  the 
expenccsof  thofe  flrenuous  efforts,  which,  confultmg 
their  zeal  rather  than  their  flrength,  they  had  cheei  fully 
incurred. 

Severe  as  the  a&s  of  parliament  before  me  ntioned 
are,  yet  the  conduft  of  adminiftration  hath  been  equal- 
ly injurious,  and  irritating,  to  this  devoted  country. 

Under  pretence  of  governing  them,  fo  many  new  in- 
flitutions,  uniformly  rigid  and  dangerous,  have  been  in- 
troduced, as  could  only  be  expected  from  incenfed  mat. 
ters,  for  collecting  the  tribute  or  rather   tbs    plunder  of 
conquered  provinces. 

By  an  order  of  the  king,  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  under  him,  of  the  brigadier  gen* 
crals,  in  time  of  peace,  is  rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  ci- 
vil governments  in  America ;  and  thus,  an  uncontroula- 
ble  military  power  is  veftcd  in  officers,  not  known  to 
the  conflitution  of  thefe  colonies. 

A  large  body  of  troops,  and  a  confiderabje  arma- 
ment of  (hips  otwar,  have  been  fent  to  assift  in  taking 
their  money  without  their  confent. 
a  Expensive  and  oppressive  offices  have  been  multi- 
and  ^and  the  acts  of  corruption  induRriously  practifed 
this  int&e  and  deflroy. 

induces  rud^cs  of  the    admiralty  and  vice   admiralty 
Ibaveafa*  courts 
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courts  impowered  to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from 
the  effects  to  be  condemned  by  themfeves. 

T'ie  commissioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  empowered  to 
bre  A  open  and  enter  houfes  without  the  authority  of 
any  civil  magifirate  founded  on  legal  information. 

J  idges  of  courts  of  common  law,  have  been  made 
entirely  dependant  on  the  crown  for  their  commission* 
and  falaries. 

A  court  has  been  eftablittied  at  Rhode-Island  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  colonifts  to    England  to   be  tried. 

Humble  and  reafonabie  petitions  from  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people,  have  been  frequently  treated  with 
contempt  :  and  aflemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  ar- 
bitrarily difiblved. 

From  forne  few  inftances  it  will  furTiciently  appear, 
©n  what  pretences  of  jullice  thofe  difolutions  have  been 

iounded  • 

The  tranquility  of  the  colonies  having  beeen   again 
difturbed  as  has  been  mentioned,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the 
year  1767,  the   Earl  of  Hillsborough,  fecretary   of  ftate, 
in  a  letter  to  governor  Bernard,  dated  April  22,    1768, 
cenfures  the  "  preemption"  of  the  houfe    of  reprefenta- 
tives  for  "  refolving  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  inflammatory 
a  nature,  as  that  of  writing  to  the  other  colonies,  on  thefub* 
jett  of their  intended  reprefentations  againflfome  late   afts 
of  parliament"  then  declares  that  "  his  majefty  confiders 
this  ilep  as  evidently   tending  to   create  unwarrantable 
combinations  to  excite  an  unjuftifiabie  oppofition  to  the 
conftitutional  authority  of  parliament :*'— and  afterwards 
adds,  "  It  is  the  kings  pleafurc,  that  as  foon  as  the  general 
court   is  a^ain,  affemokd  at  the  time  prefcribed  by  the 

charter, 
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charter  you  fhould  require  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta  fives 
in  hi&  maj.  ft)  *s  name,  to  rescind  the  refolution  which  gave 
birth  to  the  circular  letter  from  the  ipeaker,  and  to  de- 
cla  e  their  difapprobation  of,  and  chiTent  to  that  ram  and 
hafl  y  proceeding/' — If  the  new  affembly  fhould  refafe 
to  comply  with  his  majefty's  reafonahle  expectation,  it 
is  the  king's  pleafure,  that  you  fhould  immediately  dif- 
foJve  them." 

This  letter  being  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  the  re- 
folution not  being  refcinded  according  to  order,  the 
assembly  was  dissolved.  A  letter  of  a  hmilar  nature 
was  fent  to  other  governors  to  procure  refolutions  ap- 
proving the  conduct  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  be  rescinded  alfo  ;  and  the  houfes  of  reprefenta- 
tives in  other  colonies  refufing  to  comply,  affemblies 
were  dissolved. 

Thefe  mandates  fpoke  a  language,  to  which  the 
ears  of  Englijh  fubjeas  had  for  federal  generations 
been  ftrangers.  The  nature  of  affemblies  implies  a 
power  and  right  of  deliberation  ;  but  tjbefe  commands, 
prefcribing  the  exercife  of  judgment  on  the  propriety 
of  the  requifitions  made,  left  to  the  affemblies  only  the 
election  between  dictated  f  ubmiffion,  and  threatened 
punifhment  :  a  punifhment  too,  founded  on  no  other 
ad,  than  fuch  as  is  deemed  innocent  even  in  flaves — 
of  agreeing  in  petitions  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  that  e- 
qualiy  affcdall. 

The  hoftile  and  unjuftifiable  invafion  of  the  town  of 
Bojlon,  foon    followed   thefe  events  in  the  fame  year 
though  that   town,  the  province  in    which  it  jis  fituata- 
ted,  and  all  the  colonies  from  abhorrence  of  a  conteft 

with 
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wuh  heir  parent  dare,  permitted  the  execution  even  of 
t  ule  ft  autes,  agamft  which  they  fo  unanimously  were 
complaining,  remonftrating  and  fupplicating. 

Admimiiration,  determined  to    fubdue   a   fpirit    of 
freedom,  which  Engli/h  ministers  fhould  have    rejoiced 
tocherifh,    entered  into   a   monopolizing  combination 
with  the  Eaft  India  company,  to  fend  to  this   continent 
vaft  q  lan  ifies  of  tea,  an  article,  on  which    a   duty  was 
laid  by  a  ftarute,  thaf,  in  a  particular  manner,    attacked 
the  liberties  ot  America,  and  which  therefore   the   inha- 
bitants of  thefe  colonies   ha  1    refolved    not    to  import 
The  cargo  fent  to  South  Carolina  was    ftored,  and  not 
allowed  to  be  fold.      Thofe   U:nc    to    Philadelphia  and 
New  York    Here  not   permitted    to  be    landed.     That 
fent  to  Bo/ion  was  deftroyed,  becaafe  governor  Hutchiii* 
Jon,  would  not  fuller  it  to  be  returned. 

On  the    intelligence  of  thefe  tranfactions  arriving  in 
Great  Britain,  the  public  fpirited   town  laft  mentioned, 
was  fingled  out  for  deftrudtion,  and  it  was    determined 
the  province  it  belongs  to;  fhould  partake  of  its  fate.  la 
the  laft  fession  of  parliament  therefore  v/ere    palled   the 
a£fcs  f  >r  (hutting  up  the  port  of  Bojlon,  indemnifying  the 
murderers  of  the    inhabitants  of  2&aJjachuJeit$-Bay,  and 
changing  their   chartered    conflitution   of   government. 
To  enforce  thefe  ads  that  province  is  again  invaded   by 
a  fleet  and  army. 

To  mention  thefe  outrageous  proceedings,  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  explain  them.  For  though  it  is  pretended,  that 
the  province  of  Majfachusetts  Bay  has  been  particularly 
difrefpe&ful  to  Great  Britain,  yet  in  truth  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  in  other  colonies,  has  been  an  equal  "  op- 

pofiti  n 
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pofition  to  the  power  affamed  by  parliament."  No 
ftep  however  has  been  taken  againft  any  of  the  reft. 
This  artful  conduct  conceals  feveral  deGgns.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  wiH  be  irri- 
tated into  fome  violent  action,  that  may  difpleafe  the 
reft  of  the  continent,  or  that  may  induce  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of 
an  imprudent  and  exafperated  miniftry.  If  the  unex- 
ampled pacific  temper  of  that  province  (hall  difappoint 
this  part  of  the  plan,  it  is  hoped  the  other  colonies  will, 
be  fo  far  intimidated  as  todefert  their  brethren,  fuffer- 
ing  in  a  common  caufe,  and  that  thus  difunited,  all  may 
fee  fubdued. 

To  promofe  thefe  deGgns,  another  meafure  has  been 
purfued.  In  the  fession  of  parliament  laft  mentioned, 
an  aft  was  pafTed  for  changing  the  government  of  Quebec, 
by  which  act  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  inftead  of 
being  tolerated,  as  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  is 
eflablifhed  and  the  people  there  are  deprived  of  a  right 
to  an  assembly,  trials  by  jury,  and  the  Engli/Ji  laws  in 
civil  cafes  are  abolifhed,  and  inftead  thereof,  the  French 
laws  are  eftabiiihed,  in  direct  violation  of  his  majefty's 
promife  by  Lis  royal  proclamation,  under  the  faith  of 
which  many  Englifh  fubjects  fettled  in  that  province 
and  the  limits  of  that  province  are  extended  fo  as  to  com- 
prehend thofe  vafl  regions,  that  lie  adjoining  to  the 
northerly  and  wefterlv  boundaries  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  authors  of  this  arbitrary  arrangement  flatter 
themfelves  that  the  inhabitants,  deprived  of  liberty,  and 
artfully  provoked  again  ft  thofe  cf  another  religion,  will 
be  proper  inftrumects  (or  assifling  in  the  oppression  of 

fucfe 
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fucb,  as  diffar  from  them  in  modes  of  government   and 
faith. 

From  the  detail  of  facts  herein  before  recited,  as  well 
as  from  authentic  intelligence  received,  it  is  clear  be* 
yond  a  doubt,  that  a  refolution  is  formed  and  now  carry* 
ing  into  execution,  to  extinguifh  the  freedom  of  thefa 
colonies,  by  fubjecting  them  to  a  deipotic  government. 

At  this  unhappy  period,  we  have  been  authorized 
and  directed  to  meet  and  confult  together  for  the  wel- 
fare of  our  common  country.  We  accepted  the  important 
truft  with  diffiJence,  but  have  endeavoured  to  difcharge 
it  with  integrity.  Though  the  date  of  thefe  colonies 
would  certainly  juftify  other  meafures  than  we  have  ad- 
vifed,  yet  weighty  reafons  determined  us  to  prefer  thofe 
which  we  have  adopted.  In  the  firft  place,  it  appeared 
to  us  a  conduct  becoming  the  character,  thefe  colonies 
have  ever  fuflained  to  perform,  even  in  the  midft  of  tha 
unnatural  diilreffes  and  imminent  dangers  that  furround 
them,  every  ac~r.  of  loyalty,  and  therefore,  we  were  in- 
duced once  more  to  offer  to  his  majefly,  the  ,  petitions 
of  his  faithful  and  oppreCfed  fabje&s  in  America.  Se- 
condly, regarding  with  the  tender  affection,  which  we 
know  to  be  fo  univcrfal  among  our  countrymen,  the 
people  of  the  kingdom,  from  which  we  derive  our  origin 
we  could  not  forbear  to  regulate  our  fleps  by  an  expec- 
tation  of  receiving  lull  convi&llon,  that  the  colonilts  are 
equally  dear  to  them.  Between  thefe  provinces  and 
that  body  fubfifts  the  focial  band,  which  we  ardently 
wifh  may  never  be  diHolved,  and  which  cannot  be  dif- 
folved,  until  their  minds  mall  become  indisputably  hof- 
tile,  to  perfiftin  prcfecuting  with   the  powers  of  the 

realm 
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realm,  the  deftruclive  meafnres  alreadv  operating  a. 
gainftthecolonifts,  and  in  either  cafe^  (hall  reduce  the 
latter  to  fuch  a  iituation,  that  they  (hall  be  compelled 
to  renounce  every  regard,  but  "that  of  feif  prefervation, 
Notwiihftanding  the  violence  with  whicn  affairs  have 
been  impelled,  they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point. 
We  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion,  already 
alarmingly  rapid  ;  we  have  chofen  a  method  of  oppofi- 
tion,  that  does  not  preclude  a  hearty  reconciliation  wuh 
our  fellow  citizens,  on  the  other  Qde  of  the  atlantic. 
We  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  necessity,  that  presses 
us  to  an  immediate  interruption  of  commerce,  that  may 
prove  injurious  to  them.  We  trull  they  will  acq  jit  us 
of  any  unkind  intentions  towards  them,  by  reflecting, 
that  we  are  driven  by  the  hands  of  violence,  into  unex- 
perienced and  unexpected  public  convulfions,  and  that 
We  are  contending  for  freedom,  fo  often  contended  for 
by  our  anceilors* 

The  people  of  England  will  foon  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  their  fentiments  concerning  our  caufe. 
In  their  piety,  generofity,  and  good  fenfe,  we  repofe 
high  confidence  ;  and  cannot,  upon  a  review  of  paft  e- 
vents,  be  pcifuaded,  that  they,  the  defenders  of  true  reli- 
gion, and  theasseru-rs  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take 
part  againft  their  affe&ionate  proteftant  brethren  in  the 
colonies,  in  favour  of  our  open  and  their  own  fecret 
enemies,  whofe  intrigues,  for  feveral  years  paft,  have 
been  wholly  exercifedin  lapping  the  foundations  of  ci- 
vil and  religious  liberty. 

Another  reason,  that  engaged  us  to  prefer  the  com- 
mercial mode  of    oppofiiion,  arofe  from  an  assurance, 

that 
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*hat  the  mode  will  prove  efficacious  if  it  be  perfifted  in 
with  fidelity  and  virtue  ;  and  that  your  conduct  will  be 
influenced  by  thefe  laudable  principles,  cannot  br.  quef- 
uoned.*  Your  own  falvation,  and  that  of  your  poir-r- 
ky  now  depends  upon  youricl^c3.  You  have  already 
ihewn  that  you  entertain  a  proper  feofeof  the  blefii  igs 
you  are  driving  to  retain.  Againft  the  temporary  in- 
conveniences you  may  fuller  horn  a  itoppage  of  trade, 
you  will  weigh  in  the  oppofite  balance,  the  endlefs  mi- 
feries  you  and  your  defendants  mull  endure,  from  an 
eftabljfhed  arbitrary  power.  You  will  not  forget  the 
honour  of  yourcountry  that  mud  from  your  behaviour, 
take  its  title  in  the  eflimalion  of  the  world,  to  glory  or 
to  fhame  ;  and  you  will  with  the  deeped  attenlion,  re- 
ilea,  that  if  the  peaceable  mode  of  oppoution  recom- 
mended bv  us  be  broken  and  rendered  ineffectual,  as 
your  cruel  and  haughty  mimfterial  enemies,  trom  a  con- 
temptuous opinion  of  your  farmnefj,  infolently  preditt 
will  be  the  cafe,  you  muft  inevitably  be  reduced  to 
chopfe,  either  a  more  dangerous  conteft,  or  a  final,  ruin- 
ous, and  infamous  fubmi&sion. 

Motives  thus  cogent,  arifing  from  the  emergency  of 
your  unhappy  condition,  mult  excite  your  utmoft  dili- 
gence and  zeal,  to  give  all  possible  ftrength  and  energy 
to  the  pacific  meafures  calculated  for  your  relief .  but 
we  think  ourfeives  bound  in  duty  to  obferve  to  you, 
that  the  fchemes  agitated  againft  thefe  colonies,  have 
been  fo  conducted,  as  to  render  it  prudent,  that  you 
ihould  extend  your  views  to  mournful  events,  and  be 
in  all  refpe&s  prepared  for  every  contingency.  Above 
all  things,  we  earneftly  iotreat  you, with  devotion  of  fpi- 

Vsl.  I.  Q  &> 
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rit,  penitence  of  heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  to  hum- 
ble yourielves  and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God,  to  take  you  into  his  gracious  protection. 

Refolved,  That  an  addrefs  be  prepared  to  the  people 
of  Quebec,  and  letters  to  the  colonies  of  St.  'John's,  Nova 
Scotia,  Georgia,  Eaft  and  Weft  Florida,  who  have  not 
deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  this  congn  fs. — 

Upon  motion. — Rofolvtd,  That  the  fczing,  or  at- 
tempting to  feize  any  perion  in  America,  in  order  to 
tranfport  fuch  pe<fon  beyond  the  fea,  for  trial  of  -{Fen- 
ces committed  within  the  bodv  of  a  county  in  Amni- 
€a,  being  again fi  law,  will  jufiriy,  and  ought  to  meet 
with  rehftance  and  reprifal. 

On  the  the  2 2d  day  of  October,  the  hon.  Peytdn 
Randolph.  Efq.  being  unable  to  attend  eongrefs,  <>n 
account  of  indifpofin'on  ;  the  hon.  Heivy  MiddleUn§ 
Efq.  was  chofen  to  fupply  his  place  as  prehdeut. 


The  letter    to    the  colonies   of   St.   John's  Sec.    is  as 

follows, 

Philadelphia,  October  22,  1774* 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE  prefent  critical   and  truly  alarming 
/late  of  American  affairs,  having  been  con/tdered  in  a  gen* 
eral  eongrefs  of  deputies  from  the  colonies  0/ New- Hamp- 
shire, MalTachufetts-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,    Connecticut,     New-York,      New-Jezfey, 

Pennfylvania,  Newcaftle,  Ktnt,  end    SufTex    on   Dela- 
ware, 
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wue  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  -Carolina,  and  South 
Cirolma,  with  that  attention  and  mature  deliberation, 
wh.ch  the  important  nature  cfihe  case  demands,  they  have 
determined  far  tkemfelins  and  the  colonies  they  reprefent, 
on  the  meafui  es  contained  in  the  enclofed  papers  ;  which 
meafures  they  recommend  to  your  colony  to  he  adopted  with 
all  the  eamejlnefs  thai  a  well  directed  zeal  for  American 
liberty  can  pr  mpt 

$0  rapidly  violent  and  unjuft  has  been  the  late  con* 
dtiB  if  the  Britifh  adminiflration  againjl  the  colonies ,  that 
i  her  a  baft  and  slamjh  Jubmijfiqn,  under  the  lofs  of  their 
ancient,  juft  and  conflitutiunal  hberte,  mujl  quickly  take 
place,  or  an  adequate  opposition  be  formed. 

We  pray  God  to  take  you  under  his  protection,  and  to 
freferve  Vat  freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  whole  Britifh 
empire. 

By  Order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry  Middleton,  Prc/idcnt. 

On  the  25th  day  o\  October  congrefs,  Resolved,  that 
the  addrefs  to  the  king,  be  enclofed  in  a  letter  to  the 
fcverai  colony  agents, .in  order  that  the  fame  may  be 
by  them  prefented  to  his  majeay  ;  and  that  the  agents 
be  requeued  to  call  in  the  aid  of  fuch  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  as  are  efteemed  firm  friends  to  American 
liberty, 

Refolved,  That  this  congrefs  in  their  own  name3,  and 
in  behalf  of  all  thofe   who  a  they  reprefent,  do   prefent 
their  moil  grateful  acknowledgments  to  thofe  truly   no- 
ble, 
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ble,  honourable,  and  patriotic  advocates  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  who  have  fo  generoufly  and  powerfully, 
though  unfuccc '"  fully,  efpoufed,  and  defended  the  cau- 
fe  of  America^  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 


The  Letter  to  the  Agents  is  as  follows. 

Philadelphia,  October  26,  1774. 

GEHTLEMElf, 

WE  give  you  the  ftrorgeft,  proof  of  our 
reliance  on  your  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  happinefs 
of  America,  and  the  caufe  of  liberty,  when  we  commit 
the  enclofed  paper  to  your  care. 

We    defire  you  will  deliver   the  petition    into   the 
hands  of  his  majefty,  and  alter  it  has  been  prefenied,  we 
wilh  it  may  be  mace  public  through  the  prefs,  together 
with  the  lift  of  grievances.      And  as  we  hope    for  great 
assiftince  from  the  fpirit,  virtue,  and  juflice    of   the  na- 
tion, it  is  our  earned  defire,  that  the  moft  effectual  care 
be  taken,  as  ea^y  as  possible,  to  furnifli  the  trading  ci- 
ties, and  manufacturing    towns   throughout    the  united 
kingdom,  with   our   memorial   to  the    people  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  doubt  not  but  your  good  fenfe  and  difcernment 
will  lead  you  to  avail  yourfelves  of  every  assiftanc*, 
that  may  be  derived  from  the  advice  and  frienofhip  of  all 
great  and  good  men,  who  may  incline  to  aid  the  caufe 
of  liberty  and   mankind. 

The 
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The  gratitude  of  America,  exprefsed  in  the  enclofed 
vote  of  thanks,  we  <f  fire  may  be  conveyed  to  f!ie  de- 
fervin^  objects  of  it,  in  the  manner  you  think  vwll  b« 
moft  acceptable  to  them. 

It  is  propofed  that  another  congrefs  be  held  on  the 
tenth  of  May  next,  at  this  place,  but  in  the  mean  time, 
we  beg  the  favour  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  tranfmit  co  ».he 
fpeakers  or  the  feveral  assemblies,  the  earliell  informati- 
on of  the  moft  authentic  accounts  you  can  collect,  ot  all 
fach  conduct  and  designs  of  miniftty  or  parliament  a* 
it  may  concern  America  to  know. 

We  are  with  unfeigned  ejleem  and  Regard, 

Gentlemen,  &c. 

By  Order  and  in  Behalf  of  the  Congrefs, 

Henry    Middlet.in,  President. 

To  Paid  Wentworth,  Efq.  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin, 
William  Bollen,  Efq.  Doctor  Arthur  Lee  Thomas  Life, 
Efq,  Edmund  Burke,  Ef.  Charles  Garth,  Efq. 

The    addrefs    to   the    inhabitants   of    Q;?eb?c,   is  as 
follows. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Qu.bec. 

FRIENDS  AND  FELLOW  SUBJECTS, 

WE,  the  delegates  of  the  colo- 
nies of  New  Hampshire,  Massachufctts  Biy,  Rhode  Isla  4, 
and     Providence     Plantations,    Connecticut,    JScw  York, 

Nez*» 
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New-Jcrfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  Counties  of  New-Cajllc% 
Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  deputed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  colonies  to  reprefen*:  them  in  a  gen- 
eral congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  PtnnJyU 
vama,  to  confult  together,  concerning  the  beft  methods 
to  obtain  redrefs  of  our  wffl  ct<ng  grievances  ;  having 
accordingly  assembled  and  taken  into  our  molt  ferious 
confederation,  the  ftate  ot  public  affairs  on  this  conti- 
nent, h  ive  thought  proper  to  addrefs  your  province,  as  a 
member  therein  deeply  interefted. 

When  the  fortune  of  war,  after  a  gallant  and  glori- 
onr  refi (lance,  had  incorporated  you  with  the  body  of 
Edgbjh  lubjects,  we  rejoiced  in  the  truly  valuable  addi- 
tion, bo*h  on  our  own  and  your  account ;  expecting,  as 
courage  and  generofity  are  naturally  united,  our  brave 
enemies  would  become  our  hearty  friends,  and  that  the 
divine  being  would  blefs  to  you  the  dispenfations  of 
his  over- ruling  providence,  by  fecuring  to  you  and  your 
Jateft  pofterity,  the  ineflimable  advantages  of  a  free  En* 
ghfh  conftttution  of  government,  which  it  is  the  privilege 
of  all  Ergli/Ji  fubjects  to  enjoy. 

Thefe  hopes  were  confirmed  by  the  king's  proclama* 
tion,  issued  in  the  year  1763,  plighting  the  public 
faith  for  your  full  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages. 

Little  did  we  imagine  that  any  fucceeding  minif- 
ters  would  io  audacioufly  and  cruelly  abufe  the 
royal  authority,  as  to  with-hold  from  you  the  frui- 
tion of  the  irrevocable  rights,  to  which  you  were  thus 
juflly  entitled. 

Bufi 
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But  fince  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  unexpected  time, 
when  minifters  of  this  flagitious  temper,  have  dared  to  vio- 
late the  mod  facred  compacts  and  obligations,  and  as  you 
educated  under  another  form  ot  government,  have  ant  al- 
ly been  kept  from  discovering  the  unfpeakable  worth  of 
that  form,  you  are  now,  undoubtedly  entitled  to,  we  ef- 
teem  it  our  duty,  for  the  weighty  reafons  hereinafter 
mentioned,  to  explain  to  you  tome  of  its  moft  impart- 
ant  branches. 

11  In  every  human  fociety,"  fays  the  celebrated  Mar- 
quis Beccaria,  "  there  is  an  effort  continually  tending  to 
confer  on  one  part  the  heigth  of  power  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  to  reduce  the  other  to  the  extreme  of  weak- 
nefs  and  miiery.  The  intent  of  good  laws  is  to  oppofe 
this  effort,  and  to  difTufe  their  iiifluence  univerfally  and 
equally/' 

Rulers  flimulated  by  this  pernicious  "  effort"  and 
fubjecls  animated  by  the  juft  "  intent  ot  oppoling  good 
laws  againfl  it/'  have  occafioned  that  vaft  variety  of  e- 
vents,  tha-  fill  the  hiftories  of  fo  many  nations.  All 
thefe  hiftories  demonflrate  the  truth  of  this  Ginple  po- 
iition,  that  to  live  by  the  will  of  one  man,  or  fet  cf  men, 
is  the  production  of  mifery  to  all  men. 

On  the  folid  foundation  of  this  principle  Englifh^ 
men  reared  up  the  fabric  of  their  conftitution  with  fuch 
a  flrength,  as  for  ages  to  defy  time,  tyranny,  treachery, 
internal  and  foreign  wars  :  and,  as  an  illuftrious  author* 
of  your  nation,  here  -after  mentioned,  obferves, — "  They 
gave  the  people  of  their  colonies,  the  form  of  their  own 
government,  and  this  government  carrying  profperity  a- 

long 

5  Montesquieu* 
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long  with  it,  they  have  grown  great  nations  in    the  for- 
ells  they  were  fent  to  inhabit." 

In  this  form,  the  fir  ft  grand  right  is  that  of  the  peo- 
ple having  a  (hare  in  their  own  government,  by  their  re- 
prefentaiives  chofen  by  themfelves,  and  in  confequence, 
of  being  ruled  by  laws,  which  they  themfelves  approve, 
not  by  edicts  of  men,  over  whom  they  have  no  con- 
troul.  This  is  a  bulwark  furrounding  and  defending 
their  property,  which  by  their  honed  cares  and  labours 
they  have  acquired,  To  that  no  portions  of  it  can  legally 
be  taken  from  them,  but  with  their  own  lull  and  free 
confent,  when  they  in  their  judgment  deem  itjuft  and 
neceffary  to  give  them  for  public  fervices,  and  precifely 
direct  the  eaheft,  cheapelt,  and  moft  equal  methods,  in 
which  they  mall  be  collected. 

The  influence  of  ibis  right  extends  ftill  farther.  It 
money  is  wanted  by  rulers,  who  have  in  any  manner 
oppnjliid  the  people,  they  may  retain  it,  until  their  grie- 
vances are  redref&ed  ;  and  thus  peaceably  procure  relief, 
without  trufting  to  dcfpifed  petitions,  or  dillurbing  the 
public  tranquility. 

The  next  great  right  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  Tnis 
provides,  that  neither  life,  liberty,  nor  property,  can  be 
taken  from  the  poffjlfor,  until  twelve  of  his  unexception- 
able countrymen  and  peers,  of  his  vicinage,  who  iroin 
that  neighbourhood,  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  be 
acquainted  with  his  character,  and  the  characters  of  the 
witnesses,  upon  a  fair  trial,  and  full  enquiry  tace  to  face, 
in  open  court,  before  as  many  of  the  people,  as  choofe  to 
attend,  (hall  pais  then  fentence  upon  oath  againlt  him  ; 
a  fentence  ihatc^anol  fnjure  him,  without  injuring  their 

own 
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own  reputation  and  probably  their  intereft  alfo  ;  as  tho 
queflion  m  w  turn  on  ooints,  that,  in  Lime  degree,  con- 
cern the  general  welfare  ;  and  if  it  does  not,  their  verdict 
may  form  a  precedent,  that,  on  a  fimilar  trial  of  their 
o    n.  miy  militate  agi.inft  ibemfelves. 

Another  right  relates  merely  to  the  liberty  of  the 
perfoa.  If  a  fubjeel  is  feized  and  imprifoncd,  though  by 
or  deif  of  government,  he  may,  by  virtue  of  this  right, 
immediately  obtain  a  writ,  termed  a  Habeas  Corpus,  from 
a  judge*,  whofe  fworn  duty  it  is  to  grant  it,  and  there- 
upon procure  any  illegal  reftraint  to  be  quickly  enquir- 
ed into,  and  redieffed. 

A  fourth  right,  is  that  of  holding  lands  by  the  ten- 
ure of  cafv  rents,  and  not  by  rigorous  and  opprefiive 
lervices,  frequently  forcing  the  poffefTors  from  their  fa- 
milies and  their  bufmefs.  to  perform  what  ought  to  be 
done,  in  all  well  regula:ed  dates  by  men  hired  for  the 
purpofe  ■ 

The  lad  right  we  mail  mention  regards  the  freedom 
of  the  prefs.  The  importance  of  this  confids,  befides 
the  advancement  of  truth,  fcience,  morality,  and  arts  in 
general,  in  its  diffufion  of  liberal  fentirncnts  on  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  government,  its  ready  communication  of 
thoughts  between  fubje&s,  and  its  confequenrial  promo- 
tion of  union  among  them,  whereby  opprefiive  officers 
are  foamed  or  intimidated,  into  more  honourable  and 
jail  modes  of  conducting  affairs, 

Thcfe  are  the  invaluable  rights,  that  form  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  our  mild  fyftexn  of  government  ;  that, 
fending  its  equitable  energy  through  all  ranks  and  claf- 
fes  of  men,  defends  the  poor  from  the  rich,  the  weak  from 

Vol   I.  R  thf 
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the  powerful,  the  induftrious  from  the  rapacious,  the 
peaceable  from  the  violent,  the  tenants  from  iho 
lords,  and  all  from  their  fuperiors. 

Thefe  are  the  rights,  without  which  a  people  can- 
not be  free  and  happy,  and  under  the  protecting  and  en- 
couraging influence  of  which,  thefe  colonies  have  hither- 
to fo  amazingly  flourifhed  and  increaied.  Thefe  are  the 
rights,  a  profligate  miniiliy  are  now  ft  riving,  by  force 
of  arms,  to  ravifli  from  us,  and  which  we  are,  with  one 
mind,  refolved  never  t©  refign,  but  with  our  lives. 

Thefe  are  the  rights,  you  are  entitled  to,  and  ought 
at  this  moment  in  perfection  to  exercife.  And  what  is 
offered  to  you  by  the  late  act  of  parliament  in  their 
place  ?  Liberty  of  confcience  in  your  religion  ?  No, 
God  gave  it  to  you  ;  and  the  temporal  powers  with 
which  you  have  been  and  are  connected,  firmly  flipu- 
lated  for  your  enjoyment  of  it.  If  Jaws,  divine  and  hu- 
man, could  fecure  it  againft  the  defpotic  caprices  of 
wicked  men,  it  was  fecured  before.  Are  the  French 
laws  in  civil  caies  reftored  ?  Itfeemsfo.  But  obferve 
the  cautious  kindnefs  of  the  minifters,  who  pretend  to 
be  your  benefa&ors.  The  words  of  the  flature  are— 
that  thofe  "  laws  fhall  be  the  rule,  until  they  mail  be 
varied  or  altered  by  any  ordinances  of  the  governor  and 
council."  Is  the  certainty  and  lenity  of  the  criminal 
law  ol  England  and  its  benefits  and  advantages,"  com- 
mended in  the  laid  flatute,  and  faid  to  "  have  been  fen- 
fibJy  felt  by  you"  fecured  to  you  and  your  defendants  ? 
No,  they  too  are  fubjecled  to  arbitrary  "  alterations"  by 
the  governor  and!  council  ;  and  a  power  is  expressly  re- 
ferved  of  appointing  "  inch  courts  of  criminal,  civil,  and 

ecdmaMical 
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tcchsiastical)\ix'\$&\&\ony  as  mail   be   thought    proper." 
Such  is  the  precarious   tenure  of   mere    will,  by  which 
you  hold  your  lives  and  religion.     The  crown  and   it» 
miniflers,  are  empowered  as  far   as    they  could    be    by 
parliament,  to  eftablifh  even  the  ioquifition  itfelf  among 
you.      Have  you  an  affembly  compofed  of  worthy  men, 
elected  by  yourfelves,  and  in  whom  you  can  confide,  to 
make  laws  for  you,  to  watch  over  your  welfare,    and   to 
dire£t  in  what  quantity,  and  in  what  manner,  your  mo- 
ney (hall  be  taken  from  you  ?      No,  the  power  of  maL 
ing  laws  for  you  is  lodged  in  the  governor  and  council, 
all  of  them  dependent  upon,  and  removeableat'the  plea* 
Jure  of  a  mini'ler.     Befides,  another  late  ftatute,    made 
without  your  confent,  has  fubje&ed  you  to  the  impofi- 
tions  of  exeife  ;  the  horror  of  all  free  Mates  ;    thus   wreli- 
ing  your  property  from  you  by  the  moil  odious  of  taxes, 
and  laying  open  to   infolent   tax-gatherers,  houfes,   the 
fcenes  of  domeflic  peace  and  comfort,    and  called   the 
caftles  of  Englijli  iubje&s  in  the  books  of  their  law.  And 
in  the  very  act  for  altering  your  government,  and  intend- 
ed to  flatter  you,  you  are  not  auchonied  to  "  afTefs,  levy 
or  apply  any  rates  and  taxes,  but  for  the  inferior  purpo- 
ies  of  making  roads,  and  erecting   and   repairing  public 
buildings,  or  for  other  local  conveniences,   within  your 
refpective  towns  and  diftricts."      Why   this    degrading 
diftinction  ?     Ought  not  the  property  honeilly  acquir- 
ed by  Canadians  to  be  held  as  facred  as  that  of  Englifli- 
men  ?     Have  not  Canadians  fenfe  enough  to   attend  to 
any  other  public  affairs,  than  gathering  frones  from  on* 
place  and  piling  them  up  in  another  ?     Unhappy  peo- 
ple 1  who  are  not   only  injured*   but  intuited.     Nay 

more! 
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more  !  with  fuch  a  fuperlative  contempt  of  your  under- 
ftanding  and  fpirit  has  an  infolent  minifter  prefumed  to 
think  of  you,  our  refpectable  fellow  fubjects,  according 
to  the  information  we  have  received,  as  firmly  to  per- 
fuade  themfelves  that  your  gratitude,  for  the  injuries 
and  infults  they  have  recently  offered  to  you,w'll  engage 
you  to  take  up  arms,  and  render  yourfelves  the  ridi- 
cule and  defoliation  of  the  world,  by  becoming  tools, 
in  their  hands,  to  ass?ft  them  in  taking  that  freedom 
from  us,  which  they  have  treacheroufly  denied  to  yu  ; 
the  unavoidable  confequence  of  which  attempt,  if  fuc- 
cefsful  would  be  the  extinction  of  all  hopes  of  you  or 
your  polterity  being  ever  reltored  to  freedom  :  for  idiocy 
itfelf  cannot  believe,  that,  when  their  drudgery  is  per- 
formed they  will  treat  you  with  lefs  cruelty  then  they 
have  us,  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves. 

What  would  your  countryman,  the  immortal  Mem 
tefquieu,  have  faid  to  fuch  a  plan  of  domination,  as  has 
been  framed  for  you  ?  Hear  his  words,  with  an  inlenfe- 
Befs  of  thought  fuited  to  the  importance  of  the  fubjecl> 
"  In  a  heQ  flafce,  ^vcry  man,  who  is  luppofed  a  Uttt  a- 
gent,  cvght  to  be  concerned  in  his  own  government  ^there- 
fore the  legislative  mould  refide  in  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  or  their  reprefentatives"—"  The  political  li- 
berty ot  the  fubjeft  is  a  tranquility  oj  mind,  aiifing  horn 
the  opinion  each  perfon  has  of  his  safety.  In  order  to 
have  this  liberty,  it  is  requifite  the  government  be  fo 
cenfiituted,  as  that  one  man  need  not  be  a/raid  of  ano- 
ther. When  the  power  of  making  laws  and  the  power 
of  executing  them,  are  united  in  the  fame  perfon,  or  in  the 
fame  body  of  magiftrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty  ;  becaufe 

apprehea* 
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apprehcnfions  may  arife  left  the  fame  monarch  oifcnatc 
fhould  enact  tyrannical  laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyran- 
nical manner/' 

"  The  power  of  judging  ILou'd  be  exercifed  by  per. 
fons  taken  from  the  body  of  the  people,  at  certain  times  of 
the  year,  and  purfuant  to  a  form  and  manner  prefcribed 
by  law.  There  is  no  liberty  if  the  po  ver  of  judging  be 
not  Jeparated  from  the  legislative  and  executive  pow- 
ers." 

"  Military  men  belong  to  a  profefTion,  which  may 
be  ufeful,  but  is  often  dangerous."  "  The  enjoyment 
of  liberty,  and  even  its  fupport  and  prefervation,  con« 
lifts  in  every  man's  being  allowed  to  fpeak  his  thoughts, 
and  lay  open  his  fentiments. 

Apply  thefe  decifive  maxims,  fan&ified  by  the   au- 
thority of  a  name  which  all  Europe  reveres,  to  your  own 
date.     You  have  a  governor,  it  may  be    urged,   vefled 
with  the  executive  poxvers,  or  the  powers  of  adminiflra- 
tion  :      In  him,  and  in  your  council,  is  lodged  the  pow- 
er  of  making  laws.     You  have  judges,  who  are  to  decide 
every  caufe    affecting   your  lives,    liberty  or  property. 
Here  is,  indeed,  an  appearance  o:  the  levcral  powers  be- 
ing  separated  and  dijiributed   into    different  hands,    for 
checks  one  upon  another  ;  the  only  eiieaual  mode  ever 
invented  by  the  wit  of  men,  to  promote  their    freedom 
and  profperity.     But  (corning  to  be  iliuded    by   a  tin- 
feled  outfide,  and  exerting  the  natural  fagactty  of  French* 
men,  examine  the  fpecious  device,  and  you  will  find  it,  to 
uf«  an  expression  ot  holy  writ,    u  a  waited    fepulchie," 
for  burying  your  lives,  liberty  and  propcity. 

Your 
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Your  judges,  and  your  legislative  council  as  it  is  cal- 
led, are  dependant  on  your  governor %  and  he  is  depen- 
4ant  on  the  fervant  of  the  crown  in  Great  Britain.  The 
legislative,  executive,  and  judging  powers  are  all  moved 
by  the  nods  of  a  minifter.  Privileges  and  immunities 
lad  no  longer  than  his  fmiles.  When  he  frowns  their 
feeble  forms  diflblve.  Such  a  treacherous  ingenuity 
lias  been  exerted  in  drawing  up  the  code  lately  offered 
you  that  every  fentence,  beginning  with  a  benevolent: 
pretention,  concludes  with  a  deftru&ive  power  ;  and  the 
Jubilance  of  the  whole,  diverted  of  its  fmooth  words,  is 
—that  the  crown  and  its  miniliers  (hall  be  as  abfolute 
throughout  your  extended  province,  as  the  defpots  of 
Asia  or  Africa.  What  can  protect  your  property  from 
taxing  edicts,  and  the  rapacity  of  necessitous  and  cruel 
matters  ?  Your  perfons  from  Letters  de  Catchet,  goals, 
dungeons  and  oppressive  Cervices  ?  Your  lives  and 
general  liberty  from  arbitrary  and  unfeeling  rulers  ?  We 
defy  you,  calling  your  views  upon  every  fide,  to  difco- 
ver  a  fin-gle  circumftance,  promifing  from  any  quarter 
the  fainted  hope  of  liberty  to  you  or  your  pofterity,  but 
from  an  entire  adoption  into  ths  union  of  thefe  colonies. 
What  advice  would  the  truly  great  man  before  men- 
tioned, that  advocate  of  freedom  and  humanity,  give 
you,  was  he  now  living,  and  knew  that  we,  your  nu- 
merous and  powerful  neighbours,  animated  by  a  juft 
love  of  our  invaded  rights,  and  united  by  the  indiilolu- 
ble  bands  of  affection  and  intereft,  called  upon  you,  by 
every  obligation  of  regard  for  yourfeives  and  your  chil- 
dren, as  we  now  do,  to  join  us  in  our  righteous  conteft, 
to  make  common  cause  with  us  therein,  and  take  a  noble 

chance 
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chance  for  emerging  from  a  humiliating  fu;:>je&ion  unJtr 
governors,  intendants,  and  military  tyrants,  into  the 
firm  rank  and  condition  of  Englifli  freemen,  whofe  cuf« 
torn  it  is,  derived  from  their  ancestors,  to  make  thofe 
tremble,  who  dare  to  think  of  making  them  mifera- 
ble? 

Would  not  this  be  the  purport  of  his  addrefs  * 
"  Seize  the  opportunity  prefented  to  you  by  providence 
itfelf.  You  have  been  conquered  into  liberty  if  you 
a&  as  you  ought.  This  work  is  not  of  man.  You  are 
a  fmall  people,  compared  to  thofe  who  with  open  arm* 
invite  you  into  a  fellowfliip.  A  moment's  refie&ioa 
fhould  convince  you  which  will  be  mod  for  your  inter- 
est and  happinefs  to  have  all  the  reft  of  North- America 
your  unalterable  friends,  or  your  inveterate  enemies. 
The  injuries  of  Bojlon  have  roufed  and  alTociated  every 
colony,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia,  Your  province 
is  the  only  link  wanting  to  compieat  the  bright  and 
ftrong  chain  of  union.  Nature  has  joined  your  country 
to  theirs.  Do  you  join  your  political  interefts.  For 
their  own  fakes,  they  never  will  defert  or  betray  you. 
Beaffured,  that  the  happinefs  of  a  people  inevitably  de- 
pends on  their  liberty,  and  their  fpirit  to  affert  it.  The 
value  and  extent  of  the  advantages  tendered  to  you  are 
immenfe.  Heaven  grant  you  may  not  difcover  them 
to  be   blessings    after   they  have  bid  you    an   eternal 

adieu." 

We  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  liberality  of  fen- 
timent'difiinguifhing  your  nation,  to  imagine,    that  dif* 
fcrence  of  religion  will  prejudice   you  again  ft  a  hearty 
amity  with  us.     You  know,  that  the  tranicendant  na- 
ture 
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ture  of  freedom  elevates  thofg  who  unite  in  her  caufe, 
above  ali  fuch  low  minded  infirmities.  The  Swiss  can- 
tons fumifh  a  memorable  proof  of  this  truth.  Their  u- 
nion  is  compofed  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Proteftant 
flares,  living  in  the  utmofl  concord  and  peace  with  one 
another,  and  thereby  enabled,  ever  fince  they  bravely 
vindicated  their  freedom,  to  defy  and  defeat  every  tyrant 
that  has  invaded  them. 

Should  there  be  any  among  you,  as  there  generally 
are  in  all  focieties,  who  prefer  the  favours  of  minifters 
and  their  own  private  interefts,  to  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  the  temper  of  fuch  fe'flfti  perfons  will  render 
them  incredibly  a^ive  in  oppofmg  all  public  fpirited 
meafures,  from  an  expectation  of  being  well  rewarded 
for  their  fcidid  induflry,  by  their  fuperiors  ;  but  we 
doubt  not  you  will  be  upon  your  guard  againft  fuch 
men,  and  not  facrifke  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the 
whole  Canadian  people  and  their  pofterity,  to  gratify  the 
avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals. 

We  do  not  afk  you  by  this  addrefs,  to  commerce 
afts  of  houility  againil  the  government  of  our  common 
fovereign.  We  only  invite  you  to  confult  your  own 
glory  and  welfare,  and  not  to  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  in. 
veighed  or  intim:datedby  infamous  miniftcrs,  fo  far,  as 
to  become  the  inftruments  ot  their  cruelty  and  defpo- 
tism  ,  but  to  unite  with  us  in  one  focial  compacr,  form- 
edon  the  generous  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and  ce- 
mented by  fuch  an  exchange  of  beneficial  and  endear- 
ing offices  as  to  render  it  perpetual.  In  order  to  com- 
plete  this  highly  defirable  union,  we  fubmit  it  to  your 
confideration,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  for   you 

t* 


a.d.  1774-  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION,        137 

to  meet  together  in  your  feveral  towns  and  diltricts,  and 
elect  deputies,  who  afterwards  meeting  in  a  provincial 
congrefs,  may  choofe  delegates  to  reprefent  your  pro- 
vince in  the  continental  congrefs  to  be  held  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  tenth  day  of  May,  1775. 

In  this  prefent  congrefs,  beginning  on    the  fifth  of 
the  lad  month,  and  continued  to  this    day,  it    has  been, 
with  univerfal  pleafure  and  an  unanimous  vote,  refolvcd, 
that  we  mould  confider  the  violation  of  your  rights,    by 
the  ad  for  altering  the  government   of  your    province, 
as  a  violation  of  our  own,  and  that  you  mould  be  invit- 
ed to  accede  to  our  confederation,  which  has    no  other 
objects  than  the  perfect  fecutity  of  the  natural  and  civil 
rights  of  all  the  conftituent  members,  acccording  to  their 
refpective  circumllances  and  the  preservation  of  a  happy 
and  lading  connection  with  Great  Britain,  on  the    falu- 
tary  and  conftitutional  principles  herein  before  mention- 
ed.    For  affecting  thefe  purpofes,  we  have  aidrefled  an 
humble  and  loyal  petition  to  his  majefty,  praying  relief 
of  cur  and  your  grievances  ;  and  have  affociated  to  flop 
all  importations  from  Great  Britain  and    Ireland,    after 
thtjirji  day  of  December,  and  all  exportations    to   thofe 
kingdoms  and  the  We  [I  Indies  alter  the  tenth  day  of  next 
September ;  unlefs  the  faid  grievances  are  redreffed. 

That  Almighty  God  may  incline  your  minds  to  ap- 
prove our  equitable  and  neceilary  meafures,  to  add  your- 
felves  to  us,  to  put  your  fate,  whenever  you  fuffer  inju- 
ries which  you  are  determined  to  oppofe,  not  on  ths 
lrnail  influence  of  your  finglc  province,  but  on  the  con- 
folidated  powers  of  North  America  ;  and  may  grant  to 
Vol.  I.  S  our 
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our  joint  exertions  an  event  as  happy  as  cur  caufe  is 
]uil,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  us,  your  fincere  and  affecti- 
onate friends  and  fellow  fubjecis. 

By  Order  of  the  Ccxgrcfs, 

Henry  MiddlIton,  PrcfidenS. 

Letter  from  General  Gage.    To  Ptyicn  Randolph,  Efq. 
Boston,  October  20th,  1774* 

SIR, 

REPRESENTATIONS  fhould  be  made 
with  candour,  and  matters  dated  exactly  as  they  fland. 
People  would  be  led  to  believe,  from  your  letter  to  me 
of  the  lpth  inft.  that  works  were  railed  againft  the  town 
oi  Boflon,  private  property  invaded,  the  foldiers  (offered 
toiniult ;  the  inhabitants,  and  the  communication  bet- 
ween the  town  and  country  Oiut  up,  and  molefted. 

v   '.'  ;r  from    the    true    fiiuafion  of 

this  place  thar.  reflate.     There   is    not  a  (ingle 

It  the  town,  no   man's   property    has 
beenfetzedor  .:  the  king's   by   the    people's 

\w,  bricks,    &c.    bought    for  his  fervice. 
No  troop-.  lelscaufc  ;aint,and  great- 

er :  .         as  ncvei  taken  to  pv  3  iach  care  and 

Option  v.  a  •  never  m  .  :~e  jn.fqlts  and 

provoca  to  ho;h    officers    and    (elders. 

The  n  between  the  town  and  country   has 

bee-   3  e  and  uiji  s  fo  ftill; 

Two  works  of  es  en    railed   at    fome   dif- 

tarace  from  the  totrn,  wids  off  the  read,  and  guns,   put 

in 
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in  them.  The  remainder  of  old  works,  going  out  of  tho 
town,  have  been  ftrengthened,  and  guns  placed  th^re 
likemfe.  People  will  think  differently,  whether  the  iiof- 
tle  preparation  throughout  the  country ,  and  the  mena- 
ces of  blood  and  slaughter,  made  this  neceffary  ;  but  1 
am  to  do  my  duty. 

It  gives  me  pleafure  that  you  ate  endeavouring  at  a 
cordial  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  which, 
from  what  has  tranfpired,  I  have  defpaired  of.  No 
body  wifhes  better  fuccefs  to  fuel*  meafuies  than  my- 
felf.     I  have  endeavpure  >r,  if  I  could 

efhblifh  a  foundation  to  work  •  d  have  fire 

urged  it  to  people  here  to  pay  for  the  tea,  and  lend  a 
proper  memorial  to  tjie  king*  which  wo .3 Li  be  a  good 
beginning  on  their  fide,  and  give  their  friends  the  op- 
portunity ih<zy  fcek,  to  move  in  tkeir  fupport. 

I  do  not  believe  thai  menaces,  and  unfriendly  pro* 
ceedinss*  will  have  tke  effect  which  too  many  conceive* 
The  fpirirof  the  Briti/k  aatioa  wjs  high  when  I  left 
Er.gland,  and  fueh  meafures  will  not  abate  it.  But 
I  mould  hope  that  decency  and  moderation  here 
would  create  the  fame  difpoktion  at  home;  and  I  ar- 
dently wifh  that  the  common  enemies  to  both  countries 
m  iv  fee  to  their  disappointment,  thatthftfe  difputes  bet- 
ween the  mother  country  and  the  colonies  have  termi- 
nated like  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  aod  increafed  the  af- 
fection ^hich  ihzy  ought  to  feaar  to  each  other. 


I  am,  Sir, 


Your  mofi  obedient  bumble  fcrvant, 
THOMAS  GAGE. 
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The  Petition  of  Congrefs. 

To  the  Kings  moft    excellent    Mijefly. 

'  MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

WE,  your  majgfty's  faithful 
fubjects  of  the  colonies   of   New  Hampfoire,   MassacliU' 
fetts  Bay,    Rhode- Island,   and     Providence   Plantations, 
ConneBicut,    New-York,    Newjerfty,    Pennfylvania,   the 
Counties  of  New-Caflle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South  Carolina, 
in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, who  have  deputed  us  to  reprefent  them  in  general 
congrefs,  by  this  our  humble  petition  beg  leave  to  lay 
cur  grievances  before  the  throne. 

A  Handing  army  has  been  kept  in  thefe  colonies, 
ever  Gnce  theconclufion  of  the  late  war,  without  the 
confent  of  our  affemblies  :  and  this  army,  with  aconhder- 
able  nival  armament  has  been  employed  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  taxes. 

The  authority  of  the  commander  in  chief,  and  under 
him  of  the  brigadiers  general  has  in  time  of  peace,  been 
rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civil  governments  \v\  America. 
The  commander  in  chief  of  all  your  majefty's  for- 
ces in  North* America,  has,  in  time  of  peace,  been  ap- 
pointed governor  of  a  colony. 

The  charges  of  ufuai  offices  have  been  greatly  in- 
creafed;  and,  new,  expenfive,  and  oppressive  offices 
have  been  multiplied. 

The  judges  of  admiralty  and  vice- admiralty  courts 
are  empowered,  to  receive  their  falaries  and  lees  from 
the  effects  condemned  by  themfeives. 

The  officcis  of  the  cufloms  are  empowered  to  break 

open 
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open  and  enter  houles  without    the  authority   of  any  cL 
vil  magiftrate  founded  on  legal  information. 

The  judges  o(  courts  of  common  law  have  been  madt 
entirely  dependent  on  one  part  of  the  legislature  for 
their  falaries,  as  well  as  for  the  duration  of  their  commis- 
(ions. 

Councellors  holding  their  commiffions  during  plea- 
fure  exercife  legislative  authority. 

Humble  and  reafonable  petitions  from  the  reprefen* 
tatives  of  the  people  have  been  fruitlefs. 

The  agents  of  the  people  have  been  difcountenan- 
ced,  and  governors  have  been  inftru&ed  to  prevent  the 
payment  of  their  falaries. 

Aflemblies  have  been  repeatedly  and  injurioufly 
dissolved. 

Commerce  has  been  burthened  with  many  ufelefo 
and  oppreflive  reltri&ions. 

By   feveral  a&s    of  parliament  made  in  the  fourth, 
fifth,  fixth,  fevenih,  and  eighth  years  of  your  majefty  s 
reign,  duties  are  impofed  on   us,  for  the  purpofe  of  rail- 
ing a  revenue;    and  the  powers  of  admiralty  and  vice- 
admiralty    courts  arc  extended  beyond  their  ancient  li- 
mits,  whereby  our  property    is   taken  from  us  without 
our  confent,  the  trial  by  jury  in  many  civil  cafes  is  abol- 
ifhed,  enormous  forfeitures  are  incurred  for  slight  offen- 
ces, vexatious    informers,    are  exempted  from    paying 
damages,  to  which  they  arejuftly  liable,  and  oppreflive 
fecurity  is  required  from  owners  before  they  are  allowed 
to  defend  their  right. 

Both  houfes  of  parliament  have  refolved,  that  colo- 
nifts  may  be  tried  in  England  for  offences  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  in  America  by  virtue  of   a  ftatute 

pafsed 
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paflfrd  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  Henry  the  eighth  ;  and 
in  confluence  thereof  attempts  have  been  made  to  en- 
force  that  Hatute. 

A  ftahue  was  paTTed  in  the  twelfth  year  of  your  ma- 
jetty's  reign,  directing,  that  perfons  charged  with  com- 
mitting any  offence  therein  defcribed,  in  any  place  out 
of  the  realm,  may  be  indi&ed  and  tried  for  the  fame  in 
any  (hire  or  county  within  the  realm,  whereby  inhabi- 
tants of  chefr  colonies  may.  in  fundry  cafes  by  that  fta- 
tute  made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial  by  their  peers 
of  the  vicina    ■. 

In  the  Iaft  fefsion  of  parliament,   an  a£i  was  paffed 
for  blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofion  ;  another  crnpow. 
ering  the  governor  of  the  MaJJcekitfeits+Boy  to  fend  per- 
fons  indicled  for  murder   in   that  province   to  another 
colony,  orevco  to  Great  Britain  (or  trial,  whereby  fuch 
offenders  may  efcape  legal  puniihment  ;   a  third  for  al- 
tering the  chartered  cooiiitution  of  government  in  that 
province  ;  and  a  fourth  for  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec, 
abolifhing  the  Englijh   and   rcftoring   the  Irench  laws, 
whereby  great  numbers  of  Britijh  freemen  are  fubjedtcd 
to  the  latter,  and  eQablifhing   an  abfolutc    government 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  leligioa  throughout  thofe  vast 
regiens,  that  border  en  the  wefterly  and  northerly  boun- 
daries of  the  free  proic&ant  Englijh  fettlemente  ;  and  a 
fifth  for  the  better   providing   fuitable  quarters  for  offi- 
cers and  fciaiers  in  his  njajelty's  fervice  in   North  Am** 
rica. 

To  a  fovereigo,  who  glories  in  the  name  of  Briton  ; 
the  bare  recital  of  thefe  a&s  mtfft,  we  pieiume,  jufiity 
the  loyal  fubje&a,  whm  fl  to  the  foot  of  his  throne,  and 
implore  his  clemency  for  protection  againft  them, 

From 
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From  this  deftru&ir*  fyilem  of  colony  adminifhra. 
tion,   idopted  conclufion  of  the  lair,  war,  hare* 

fl  wed  thofe  diftrefses,  dangers,  fears,  and  j<:aloufies,  that 
over  v  1  your  m  j  t  's  dutiful  color-ills  with  afflict 
tion  :  and  we  defy  our  moll  fubtle  and  inveterate  ene- 
my's to  trace  the  unhappy  differences  between  deal 
Britain  and  thfcfe  colonies,  from  an  earlier  perioj.  or 
from  other  caufes,  than  we  have  afsi^ned.  Had  they 
proceeded  en  our  part  from  a  reftlefs  leviry  of  temper, 
unjuft  impulfes  of  ambition,  or  artful  fug^eftions  of  fe- 
ditious  perfons,  we  fhould  merit  the  opprobious  ter  ns 
frequently  bellowed  upon  us  by  thofe  wc  revere.  Bat 
fo  (ar  from  promoting  innovations,  we  have  only  oppo- 
fed  them ;  and  can  be  charged  with  no  offence,  unlefs 
it  be  one  to  receive  injuries,  and  be  fenfibie  of  them* 

Had  our  creator  been  pleafed  tog  ive  us   exiftence 
in  a  land  of  flavery,  the  senfe  of  our  condition  might 

e  been  mitigated  by  ignorance  and  habit.  But  thanks 
be  >o  hi  le   goodnefs,  we    were   born  the    heirs 

of  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  the  aus- 
pices of  your  royal  ancestors,  whofe  family  was  feated 
on  the  Briti/h  throne,  to  rescue  and  feenre  a  pious  and 
gallant  nation  from  the  popery  and  defpotifrn  of  a  fu- 
perflitious  and  inexorable  tyrant.  Your  majefty,  we 
are  codi dent,  juftly  rejoices,  thai  your  title  to  the  crown 
is  thus  founded  onahe  title  of  ysur  people  to  liberty  ; 
and  th^reiore  we  doubt  not  but  your  royal  wisdom 
mud  approve  theic  \  that  teaches  your  fubjects 

anxioufly  to  guard  the  bkffing  they  received  from  di- 
vine providence,   and  thereby  to  prova  the  performance 

of 
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of  that  compact,  which  elevated  the  illuflrious  houfc  of 
Brunfwick  to  the  imperial  dignity  it  now  pofTeiies. 

The  apprehenfion  of  being  degraded  into  a  state  of 
fervitude,  from  the  pre-eminent  rank  oi  English  freemen, 
while  our  minds  retain  the  ftrongefl  love  of  liberty  and 
clearly  forefee  the  miferies  preparing  for  us  and  our  pof- 
terity,  excites  emotion*  in  our  breads,  which  though  we 
cannot  defcribe,  we  mould  not  wifia  to  conceal.  Feel- 
inf*  as  men,  and  thinking  as  fubjecb  in  the  manner  we 
do,  filence  would  be  difloyalty.  By  giving  this  faith- 
ful information,  we  do  all  in  our  power  to  promote  the 
great  objects  of  your  royal  cares,  the  tranquility  of  your 
government  and  the  welfare  of  your  people. 

Duty  to  your  majefty,  and  regard   for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  ourfelves  and  our  pofteuty,  the  primary  obliga- 
tions of  nature  and  fociety,  command  us  to  entreat  your 
royal  attention  ;  and  as  your  majesty  enjoys  the  fignal 
distinction  of  reigning  over  freemen,  we  apprehend  the 
language  of  freemen  cannot  be  difpleafing.     Your  roy- 
al indignation,  we  hope,  will  rather  fall  on  thofe  defign- 
ing  and  dangerous  men,  who  daringly  interpofing  them- 
felves  between   your    royal    perfon   and   your  faithful 
(objects,  and  for  feveral  years  pad  inceffantly  employed 
todiffolve  the  bonds  of  fociety,  by  abufing  your  majefly'i 
authority,  mifreprefenting  your  American   fubjects  and 
profecuting  the  molt  defperate  and  irritating  prcjects  of 
oppresfion,  have  at  length  compelled  us  by  the  force    of 
accumulated  injuries,  too  feverc  to  be  any  longer  tolera- 
ble, to  diilurb  your  m^jefty's  repofe  by  our  complaints. 

Thefe    fentiments    are    extorted  from    hearts,    that 
mnch   more   willingly  would   bleed  in   your  majesty's 

femes 
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ffTvicc.  Yet  (o  greatly  have  we  been  mifreprefented, 
that:  a  neceffity  has  been  alledged  of  taking  our  proper- 
ty from  us  without  ourconfent,  "  to  defray  the  charge 
of  the  adminiftiation  of  juftice,  the  fupport  of  civil  go- 
vernment, and  J  he  defence,  protection,  and  fecurity  of 
the  colonies/'  But  we  beg  leave  to  afTire  your  majef- 
ty  that  fuch  provifion  has  been,  and  will  be  made  tor 
defraying  the  two  firft  articles,  as  has  been  and  (hall  be 
judged,  by  the  legislatures  of  the  feveral  colonies,  juft 
and  fuitable  to  their  refpedive  cireumftances  :  and  for 
the  defence,  protection,  and  fecurity  of  the  colonies* 
their  militia,  if  properly  regulated,  as  they  earneftly  de- 
fire  may  immediately  be  done,  would  be  fully  fufficient, 
at  lead  in  times  of  peace  ;  and  in  cafe  of  war,  your 
faithful  colonifls  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they  ever 
have  been,  when  constitutionally  required,  to  dernoti- 
ftrafe  their  loyalty  to  your  majefty,  by  exerting  their 
tnoli  ftrenuous  efforts  in  granting  luppties  and  raiftttg 
forces.  Yielding  to  no  Bntijli  fu&jeSs  in  aflfeaionate 
attachment  to  your  majefty's  perfon,  family  and  govern- 
ment ;  we  too  dearly  prize  the  privilege  of  expreffing 
that  attachment  by  thofe  proofs,  that  are  honourable  to 
the  prince  who  receives  them,  and  to  the  people  who 
give  them,  ever  to  refigri  it  to  any  body  of  men  upon 
earth. 

Had  we  been  permitted  to  enjoy,  in  quiet,  the  inher- 
itance left  us  by  our  fore  fathers,  we  mould,  at  this  time, 
have  been  peaceably,  cheerfully,  and  ufefully  employ- 
ed in  recommending  onrfelves,  by  every  tetlimony  of 
devotion,  to  yo-ir  rmjefty,  and  of  veneration  to  the  iiate, 
from  which  we  derive  our  origin.     Buc  thougU  now  ex-" 

Vol,  I.  T  poled 
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pefed  to  unexpefted  and  unnatural  fcenesof  diftrefs  by 
a  contention  with  that  nation,  in  whofe  parental  gui- 
dance on  all  important  affairs  we  have  hitherto,  with  fi- 
lial reverence.  conftantJy  trufled,  and  therefore  can  de- 
rive no  infiru&ion  in  our  prefent  unhappy  and  per- 
plexing circumftances  from  any  former  experience  ;  yet, 
we  doubt  not,  the  purity  of  our  intention  and  the  integ- 
rity of  our  conduct  will  juilify  us  at  that  grand  tribu- 
nal, before  which  all  mankind  rauft  fubmit  to  judge- 
ment* 

We  a  Ik  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafety.  We  wifh 
not  a  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  folicit 
the  grant  of  any  new  light  in  our  favour;  Your  royal 
authority  over  us  and  our  connexion  with  Great  Britain, 
we  mall  always  carefully  and  zealously  endeavour  to 
fupport  and    maintain. 

•  Filled  with  fentiments  of  duty  to   your  rrajefly  and 
of  affeclion  to  our  parent  (late,  deeply  impreffed  by  our 
education,  and  ftrongly  confirmed    by   our  reafon,  and 
anxious  to  evince  the  fincerity  of  thefe  difpofitions,  we 
prefent  this    petition   only   to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievan- 
ces, and  relief  from  fears  and    jealousies,   occafioned   by 
the  fyilem  oi  tiatutes  and  regulations  adopted    fince  the 
clofe  of  the  late  war,  for  railing  a   revenue  in  America—* 
extending  the  powers  of  couns  of  admiralty  and  vice  ad- 
rniralti — trying  perfons  in   Great   Britain  for  offences 
alledgcd    to   be  committed  in    America  -  -affecting  tbe 
province  of  Massachusetts  Bay — -and  altering  the  govern- 
ment and  extending  the  limits  of  Quebec  ;    by  the  aboli- 
tion of  which fyftern,  the  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
and  thefc  cole-rues,  fo  neceffary  to  the  happine^  of  | 

and 
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and  fo  ardently  defired  by  tbe  latter,  and  the  ufml  in- 
tercourfes  will  be  immediately  reftored.  In  the  mag- 
nanimity and  juftice  of  your  majefty  and  parliament  we 
confide  for  a  redrefs  of  our  other  grievances,  truftmg, 
that  when  the  caufes  of  our  apprehenfions  are  removed, 
our  future  conduct  will  prove  us  not  unworthy  ot  the 
regard,  we  have  been  accuflomed,  in  our  happier  days, 
to  enjoy.  For  appealing  to  that  being,  who  fearches 
thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  folemnly  pro- 
ofs, that  our  councils  have  been  influenced  by  no  other 
motive,  than  a  dread  of  impending  deflruction. 

Permit  us  then,  mod  gracious  fovereign,  in  the  name 
of  all  your  faithful  people  in  America,  with  the  utmoft 
humility  to  implore  you,  for  the  honor  of  Al- 
mighty God,  whofe  pure  religion,  our  enemies  are 
undermining  ;  for  your  glory,  which  can  be  advanced 
only  by  rendering  your  fubjects  happy,  and  keeping 
them  united  ;  for  the  interefts  of  your  family  depending 
on  an  adherence  to  the  principles  that  enthroned  it ;  for 
the  fafety  and  welfare  of  your  kingdoms  and  dominions, 
threatened  with  almoft  unavoidable  dangers  and  did refs- 
es,  that  your  majefty,  as  the  loving  father  of  your  whole 
people,  connected  by  the  fame  boads  of  law,  loyalty  > 
faith,  and  blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries, 
will  not  Coffer  the  tranfeendant  relation  formed  by  thefe 
ties,  to  be  farther  violated,  in  uncertain  expectation  of 
effects,  that  if  attained,  nsver  caa  compenfate  for  the  ca 
lamities,  through  which  they  mull  be  gained. 

We  therefore  moil  earneftly  befeech    your  majefty, 
that  jour  royal  authority  and  interpoiition  may  be  ufed 

for 
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for  our  relief,  and  that  a  gracious  anfwermay  be  given  to 
this  petition. 

That  your  majefly  may  enjoy  every  felicity  through 
a  long  and  glorious  reign  over  loyal  and  happy  fub- 
jecls,  and  that  your  descendants  may  inherit  your  prof- 
perity  and  dominions  till  time  mail  be  no  more,  is,  and 
always  will  be  our  fincere  and  fervant  prayer. 

The  petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king  was  finned  at  the 
table  by  all  the  members, 

Congrefs  having  finifhed  their  bufmefs  diffolved 
themfelvcs  on  the  26. h  day  of  03oher}  after  giving  their 
opinion,  that  another  congrefs  mould  be  held  on  the 
aoth  day  of  May  next  at  Philadelphia,  unlefs  the  re- 
drefs  of  their  grievances  (liould  be  obtained  before  that 
time.  They  recommended  that  all  the  colonies  ihould 
choofe  deputies  as  early  as  poflibk  Co  be  ready  to  attend 
at  that  time  and  place,  fhouid  events  make  their  meet- 
ing then  neceflary. 

One  half  of  the  continental  congrefs  of   1774,    was 
compofed  of  lawyers,  they  had  acquired  the  efteem  and 
confidence  of  the  people,  by  their  unremitting  exertions 
in  the  common  caufe.     They  were  among  the  foremoft 
to  defcry  every  attack  made  on  the  people's  rights  and 
liberties.     The  previous  ways  and  meafures  adopted  in 
the  refpe&ive  colonies,  had   been  planned   and    carried 
into  effeel:  more  by  lawyers  than  by  any  other  order  of 
men.     Gentlemen  of  that  profession  made  a  diitinguifh. 
cd  figure  in  the  meeting   of   the   people,    having   been 
bred  in  the  habits  of  public  fpeaking,  they   were  parti- 
cularly able  to  explain  the  nature  and  tendency  of   the 
late  a&s  of  parliament.      Zealous  in  advocating   the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  their  couotry  they  exerted  their  utmoft  abilities 
an  1  influence .  They  were  rewarded  and  honoured 
with  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  proceedings  of  congrefs  having  been  publifhed, 
they  were  univerfally  admired,  the  people  paid  the  moll 
Uriel;  and  implicit  obedience  to  them.  The  powers 
congrefs  were  veiled  wilh  were  only  to  confult  upoa 
meafures  to  be  purfued  for  obtaining  a  redr^fs  of  grie- 
vances. Though  their  authority  was  only  advifory, 
yet  their  recommendations  were  more  regarded  and  ref- 
peefctd,  and  more  cheerfully  and  effectually  carried  in- 
to execution,  than  the  laws  of  the  beft  regulated  govern- 
ment. Every  individual  felt  his  rights  and  liberties 
upon  the  point  of  diflblution,  and  was  imprcITed  with 
an  idea,  that  his  on]y  real  fafety  confided  in  union.  To 
ward  off  a  common  danger  and  calamity,  every  one 
united  his  influence  and  intereft.  The  inhabitant*  of 
the  twelve  colonies  to  every  appearance  have  one  mind, 
assemblies,  conventions,  congrefses,  committees,  nay  ci- 
ties, towns,  private  clubs  and  circles,  are  feemingly  ani- 
mated by  one  great,  wife,  a£iive  and  noble  fpirit.  There 
are  fomepfthe  inhabitants  in  every  colony,  who  difap- 
prove  of  the  meafures  of  congrefs,  but  they  are  few  in 
companion  to  the  bulk  of  the  people. 

All  the  regular  con  ftiuu  ional  assemblies  ga^e  their 
assent  to  the  meafures  recommended  hy  the  continental 
congrefs,  The  New- York-assembly  was  the  only  le- 
giflature  which  withheld  its  approbation.  The  city  of 
New- York,  had  for  a  length  of  time  been  head  quarters 
of  the  Britifh  forces  in  America,  and  many  of  their  mod 
reputable  families  wqtq  connected  with  people  of  inter- 

eft 
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eft  and  influence  in  Great  Britain.  The  party  for  roy- 
al government  was  more  numerous  wealthy  and  refpe&a- 
ble  in  the  province  of  New  -York  than  in  any  of  the  o- 
thers. 

The  assembly  of  Pennfylvania,  met  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  year,  though  compofed  of  a  majority  of 
Oaakers,  were  the  firft  legal  body  of  reprefentatives  that 
ratified  unanimously  all  the  acts  of  the  general  con- 
grefssand  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  the 
new  congrefs  to  be  held  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next 
enfuing. 

The  Pennfylvania  convention  on  the  23d  day  of 
January  1775,  declared,  "  that,  if  the  petition  of  the  con- 
tinental congrefs  Ihould  be  difregarded,  and  the  Britifh 
adtniniflration  fhould  determine  by  force  to  effect  a 
fubmission  to  the  la'e  arbitrary  a&s  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment: in  fuch  a  filiation,  we  hold  it  our  indifpenfable 
duty  to  refill  fuch  force,  and  at  every  hazard  to  defend 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  America/'  They  recom- 
mended to  the  people  to  the  making  of  fait,  gun  pow- 
der, faltpetre  and  fieel.  Among  the  many  fons  of  li- 
berty of  Pennfylvania,  Mr.  Charles  Thompfon,  whofe 
inflexible  fpirit  is  highly  commended,  but  Mr.  Thomas 
Mifflin,  enlightens  and  invigorates  every  thing  around 
him,  by  his  natural  and  acquired  accomplifliments,  un- 
wearied exertions,  zeal,  addrefs  and  fpnghtlinefs.  He 
is  at  the  very  foul  and  capital  of  the  province. 

The  Maryland  convention,  have  taken  the  power  of 
the  militia  out  of  the  hands  of  the  governor  and, 
eflablifhed  it  by  their  own  authority.  They  have 
appointed  a  fum  of  money   for    the   purchafe  of  arm* 

ammuni- 
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ammunition,  &c.  many  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
are  ambitious  of  appearing  underarms,  their  generofity 
towards  contributing  to  the  purchafe  of  arms,  &ct  is 
very  liberal  ;  every  perfon  lefuQng  is  accounted  an  en- 
emy to  his  country.  Delaware  ac~fo  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. 

A  provincial  congrefs  was  convened  by  the  general 
committee  in  Charleftown  South-Carolina,  on  the  nth 
January  1775.  The  number  of  reprefentatives,  confid- 
ed upwards  of  two  hundred,  they  unanimously  approv- 
ed the  proceedings  of  the  continental  congrefs,  and  re- 
folved  to  carry  them  into  execution.  They  appointed 
committees  of  infpection  and  obfervation  whofe  bufi- 
nefs  is  to  fee  that  the  public  refolutions  are  generally  and 
univerfally  obeyed. 

The  new  provincial  MafTachufetts  congrefs  met  at 
Cambridge  on  the  ill  of  February,  and  unanimoufly 
chcfe  Mr,  Hancock  prefident.  They  palled  refolutions 
for  the  providing  and  making  of  mufkets,  bayonets,  &c. 
They  recommended  in  the  ftrongefl:  terms,  that  the 
militia  and  minute  men,  fpare  neither  time,  pains  nor 
expence,  ior  perfecting  themfelves  in  military  discipline. 
In  about  two  weeks  they  adjourned  to  Concord,  to  af- 
ford them  greater  perfonal  fecurity  from  tneafures  gover- 
nor Ga6e  might  undertake.  In  the  beginning  of  Jan- 
uary the  committee  o!  fafety  had  directed  all  the  milita- 
ry ordnance  Ihojld  be  deported  at  Worceftor  and  Con- 
cord, and  while  the  congrefs  was  fetting,  agreed,  "  That 
the  committee "of  (applies  do  purchafe  all  the  powder 
they  can,  and  alfo  all  kind  of  warlike  (lores,  fufficient 
for  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufanii  men  to  take  the  fij$W/* 

General 
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^General  Gage  having  received  intelligence,  that  can- 
non, carriage?  &c,  were  depofited  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Salem,  detached  on  the  ±6:h  February  a  body  of 
troops  from  the  caftle,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Leslie,  on  board  a  tranfport,  to  take  and  bring 
them  away4  They  landed  at  Marblehead,  and  from 
thence  marched  to  Salem,  finding  nothing  there,  they 
paffed  on  to  tbe  drawbridge  leading  to  Danvers.  A 
number  of  people  having  affembled  took  up  the  bridge 
to  prevent  their  crossing.  Colonel  Leslie  ordered  it  to 
be  let  down,  the  people  abfolutely  refufed,  faying,  "  It 
is  a  private  ro?.d,  and  you  have  no  authority  to  demand 
a  paffage  this  way."  The  colonel  then  determined  to 
make  ufe  of  the  boats  which  were  at  hand,  the  owners 
of  them  perceiving  his  intention  jumped  into  their  own 
boats,  and  with  their  axes  fcuUled  them,  during  the 
tranfaclion  a  conliderable  fcufflle  enfued  between  them 
and  the  private  foldiers.  Affairs  were  apparently  tend- 
ing to  an  extremity. Upon  this  the  reverend  Mr.  Bernard, 
and  fome  other  gentlemen,  begged  the  people  in  let- 
ting down  of  the  draw-bridge,  to  which  they  complied, 
but  not  till  a  confiderable  time  wasfpent,  during  which 
period  the  articles  the  colonel  was  after  were  conveyed 
away.  When  the  opportunity  of  crossing  offered,  he 
marched  with  his  men  to  the  fpot,  where  the  artificers 
had  been  employed  in  making  carriages,  but  finding 
nothing,  and  drawing  towards  evening,  he  returned  and 
went  on  board  the  tranfport,  without  meeting  any  fur- 
ther interruption.  This  expedition  was  undertaken  on 
the  Lord's  day,  which  might  contribute  to  its  ending 
happily  without  mifchief. 

The 
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The  general  afferribly  of   Ne-v  Y  nk   renounced  all 
concern  ivir1!  the  late  continental  congrefs, they  declined 
chooftng  delegates  (or  the   intended    mw  one,  and   in 
tivir  o.vti  Gngle  opacity,  fent  a  petition  to  the    king,    a 
memorial  to  the  lords,  and  a  remonftrance  to  the  houfe 
of  commons.      In  the  remonftrance  they  ilated  the  grie- 
vances under  which  they  laboured,  by    the  innovation! 
that   had    ben   made    fince    the  clufe    of  the   laft    war. 
They  renounced  the  moil  diflant  thought  or  defire  of  in- 
dependence, acknowledged  the  fupreme  government  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  over  the  whole  empire,  and  their 
authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the    colonies.      They 
remonftrated  in  behalf  of  their  brethren    in    Maflachu- 
fetts,  for  whofe  diftrefles  they  could    not  help    feeling  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  exprefled   their   difapprobation  of 
the  violent  meafures  purfued  in  Tome  of   the    colonies. 
They   claimed   a   reftoration    of   thofe    privileges    and 
rights  which  they  enjoyed  before  the  clofe    of   the  war; 
but  without  entertaining    an  idea   of  diminishing   the 
power  of  the  moiher  country,  or  leiTening  the  dignity  of 
parliament. 

The  Tons  of  liberty  of  New.  York,  being  defirous  of 
having  delegates  for  the  new  continental  congreh ;  after 
the  allembly's  having  declined  to  appoint  them,  they 
contrived  means  to  cellecl;  the  people  on  the  5th  of 
March,  with  a  view  to  obtain  their  opinion.  When  af- 
fembled  there  was  a  great  uproar  and  cry  of  "  congrefs 
or  no  congrefs/'  Alter  coniiderable  difputing,  the  to- 
nes began  to  deal  about  their  blows.  The  whigs  fuffer- 
ing  mod,  till  a  few  of  them  lan  to  an  adjoining  coop- 
er's yard  from  whence  they  were  fupplied  with  a  num. 
Vol.  I.  U  ber 
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bcr  of  hoop- flicks,  which  were  diftributed  among  the 
whigs,  who  foon  carried  the  day  by  club  law,  and  beat 
the  tories  clear  off  the  ground.  The  battle  royal  is 
thought  will  be  the  means  of  turning  in  favour  of  the 
fonsot  liberty  in  carrying  their  point  of  fending  dele- 
gates. The  tories  are  not  a  little  terrified  mould  they 
make  any  further  oppoGtion  that  a  mob  will  be  railed 
and  headed  by  captain  Sears  whom  they  term  in  a  way  of 
reproach  king  Sears. 

The  Malfachufetts  congrefs  recommended  the  16th 
of  March  to  be  obferved  as  the  annual  day  for  failing, 
humiliation  and  prayer,  which  was  devoutly  kept  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  no  lefs  than  of  the  country. 

The  people  for  fome  time  both  within  and  without, 
conveyed  from  Bofton  into  the  country,  all  kinds  of  mili- 
tary articles,  which  might  be  wanted  in  cafe  of  a  rupture. 
Gannon  balls,  &c.  were  put  into  carts  and  conveyed  out 
over  the  neck,  under  the  appearance  of  loads  of  dung, 
&c.  Half  barrels  of  gun- powder  were  fixed  into  butch- 
ers peds,  or  the  hampers  of  the  market  people,  and  car- 
ried out  as  they  returned  home.  Cartridges  were  pack- 
ed np  in  candle  boxes  and  taken  off  under  that  decep- 
tion. The  foldiers  and  guard  on  the  neck  made  but 
few  prizes,  exceptingon  the  18th  of  March  they  feized 
13,425  mufket  cartridges,  with  3000  lb.  weight  of  ball. 
On  the  23d  March,  the  felecl  men  of  Belerica,  pre- 
fented  a  fpiritcd  rernonftrance  to  general  Gage,  on  ac- 
count of  an  inhabitant  being  tarred  and  feathered,  and 
otherwife  greatly  infulted  abufed  and  injured  on  the 
8th  in  ft  ant  by  a  party  of  his  majefty's  47th  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  colonel  Nefcit, 

For 
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For  the  fpacc  of  nine  months,  after  the  arrival  of 
general  Gage  the  behaviour  of  the  people  of  Bofton  is 
worthy  of  imitation,  they  avoided  every  kind  of  outrage 
and  violence,  preferved  peace  and  good  order  among 
themfelves.  Though  refolved  to  bear  as  fevere  and 
long  as  prudence,  and  policy  dictated,  they  were  flill 
at  the  fame  time  preparing  for  the  lad  extremity.  They 
were  furni(hin<£  themfelves  with  arms  ammunition,  and 
every  warlike  apparatus.  The  provincial  (lores  having 
hitherto  been  depoficed  at  Woiceftor  and  Concord. 
General  Gage  being  continually  peflered  by  the  felici- 
tations of  the  tories  to  feize  the  (lores  at  the  latter  place. 
They  perfuaded  him  there  would  be  n-o  dagger  of  re- 
refiftance,  their  whig  countrymen  being  too  timid  and 
cowardly.  He  therefore  determined  without  taking  the 
opinion  or  advice  of  the  council,  when  and  in  what 
manner  to  attemptthe  feizure  of  them  in  that  place. 
At  eleven  o'clock  at  night  on  the  18th  of  April,  eight 
hundred  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  the  flower  of  the 
royal  army,  embarked  at  the  common,  proceeded  and 
landed  at  Phipp's  farm,  from  whence  they  marched  for 
Concord  under  the  direction  and  command  of  lieutenant 
colonel  Smith.  & 

About  two  in  the  morning  on  the  19th  of  April  the 
Lexington  militia,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  repaired  to  the  green,  clofe  in  with  the  meeting 
houfe,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Britifh  troops,  but  the 
air  being  chilly  and  cold,  and  intelligence  refpe&hng 
them  uncertain  ;  the  militia  were  difmissed  with  orders 
€0  appear  again  if  neceffary  at  beat  of  drum.  Som$ 
went  home,  others  to  the  adjoining  public  houfe.  Bet- 
ween 
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wesn  four  and  five  o'clock  woid  being  brought  that  the 
regulars  were  not  far  off,  they  that  were  at  hand  collect- 
ed  to  the  number  of  about  feventy.  There  were  alfo 
prefent  at  the  time  about  forty  fpectators  without  arms. 
Soon  after  the  Britjfh  made  their  appearance  Major 
Pitcairn,  who  led  the  advanced  corps,  rode  up  to  them 
and  called  out,  "  difperfe  you  rebels,  throw  down  your 
arms  and  difperfe."  They  flill  continued  in  a  body, 
on  which  he  advanced  nearer  difcharged  his  piflol, 
flourifhed  his  fword,  and  ordered  his  foldiers  to  fire. 
This  was  done  with  a  huzza.  The  confequence  was  a 
difperfion  of  the  militia,  but  the  firing  of  the  Biitifh  troops 
was  nevertheless  continued.  Individuals  finding  they 
were  filed  upon  though  difperfing,  had  bravery  fufxicient 
to  flop  and  return  the  fire.  Three  or  four  of  the  militia 
were  killed  on  the  green,  the  reft  making  the  whole 
number  of  the  slain  eight,  were  fhot  after  they  had  be- 
gun to  difperfe.  The  royal  detachment  proceeded  on 
to  Concord,  and  executed  their  commiflion.  They 
difabled  two  24  pounders,  and  deftroyed  their  carriages 
and  feven  wheels  for  the  fame,  ivith  their  limbers,  befide 
fix  teen  wheels  for  brafs  three,  pounders.  They  threw 
500  )b.  of  ball  into  the  river,  wells,  and  other  places, 
and  broke  in  pieces  about  fixty  barrels  of  flour. 

Upon  the  Biitifh  troops  arriving  at  Concord,  Mr. 
John  Buttenck  of  that  place,  who  being  major  of  a  mi- 
rsrte  regiment,  not  being  informed  of  what  had  happen- 
cd  at  Lexington,  defired  the  men  not  to  give  the  firft 
fire  fo  that  the  provincials  might  not  be  the  aggrellbrs. 
Upon  his  approaching  near  the  regulars  they  fired  and 
killed  captain  Ifaac  Davis  (who  with  his    company    of 

minute 
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minute  men  made  the  front)  an  I  one  of  the  priva.es. 
The  fire  was  returned  and  a  fldrmllh  enfued-  The  roy- 
al troops  having  executed  their  bufinefs,  began  their  re- 
treal  towards  Bofton.  This  was  conduced  with  great 
expedition,  for  the  aopcent  inhabitants  had  aflembled 
in  arms,  and  began  to  attack  them  in  every  direction. 
In  their  return  to  Lexington  they  were  exceedingly  an- 
noyed, both  by  thofe  who  preffed  on  their  rear,  and  o- 
thers  who  pouring  in  from  all  fides,  fired  from  behind 
ftone  walls,  &c. 

At  Lexington  the  king's  troops  were  joined  by  a  de- 
tachment under  Lord  Percy,  confiding  of  fifteen  com- 
panies of  foot,  and  a  number  of  marines  in  the  whole 
nine  hundred  men,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  had 
been  fent  out  by  general  Gage  to  fupport  colonel 
Smith.  The  royal  troops  marched  out  playing  by  way 
of<conten>pt,  Ydnkte  Boodle.  A  fmart  boy  obferving 
it  as  the  troops  marched  through  Roxbury,  made  him- 
felf  extremely  meny  with  the  circumftance,  running  up 
and  down  jumping  and  laughing.  The  boys  behavi- 
our attracted  the  notice  of  Lord  Percy,  who  called  to 
him  and  afked  him  at  what  he  was  laughing  fo  heartily  ; 
the  boy  aniwered,  "  To  think  how  you  will  dance  by 
and  by  to  Chevy  Chace."  It  is  faid  the  repartee  (luck 
by  his  Iordihip  the  whole  day.  This  reinforcement  aw- 
ed the  provincials,  and  kept  them  at  a  greater  diftance, 
but  they  continued  a  conftant,  though  irregular  and  Scat- 
tering fire.  The  clofe  firing  from  behind  the  walls  put 
the  regulars  in  no  fmall  confufion,  but  they  nevertheless 
kept  up  a  brifk  retreating  fire  on  the  militia  and  minute 
men.     The  Britifh  were  confiderably   incommoded  by 

the 
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,  the  wind's  blowing  the  fmoke    immediately   back  upon 
them  all  the   time   they   were    retreating  during    which 
they  burnt  fome  houfes,  and  plundered  others  of  every 
thing  valuable,  deftroying  what  they  could  not  carry  off. 
They  killed  feveral  innocent  unarmed  perfons,  and  mur- 
dered two  old  men  at  Menotomy.     Before  they  reached 
this  place,  a  few  Americans  headed  by  the  reverend  Mr. 
Pay  fen  of  Chelfea,  attacked  a  party  of  twelve   regulars, 
carrying  off  (lores    they   had    plundered,    killed  one, 
wounded  feveral,  made  the  whole  prifoners,  and  gained 
polltffion  of  their  arms3  (lores,  &c.  without  any  lofs   to 
themfelves.     A  little  after  fun-fet  the  regulars    reached 
JBunkerVhill,  worn  down  with  exceflive    fatigue,  hav- 
ing marched  that  day  between  thirty  and  forty  miles. 

The  Britiih  troops  crossed  Chanetlown  ferry  on  the 
20th  of  April  and  returned  to  Boilon.     There  were  ne- 
ver more  than  about  four  hundred   provincials  together 
attacking  at  one  and  the  fame  time  ;    and    feldom  fcarce 
that  number.     But  as  fome  tired  and  gave    out,    others 
came  up.      There  was  fcarcely  any  discipline  or  regula- 
rity among  thern.     Officers  and  privates  fired  when  they 
were  ready  without  waiting  for  the  word    ot  command. 
Their  knowledge  or  the  country  enabled  them    to    gain 
opportunities  by  crofting  fields  and  fences,  ot  aeiirig    as 
flanking  parties  againfl  the   regulars,  who    kept   to  the 
main  road.     The  regulars  had  65  killed,  180  wouiiue  i9 
and  28  made  prifoners  total   273.       Oi   the  provincial* 
50  were  killed,  and  38  wounded  and  missing  tocal   83. 
The  following  officers  and  gentlemen  are  of  tne  number^ 
viz.  Juflice  ifaac  Gardner  ui   Brookime,   captain    J>aa« 
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Davis  of  Acton,  captain  Jonathan  Wilfon  of  Bedford, 
lieutenant  John  Bacon,  and  ferjcant  Eliffca  Mills  of 
Needham,  and  deacon  Jofiah  Haynes  of  Sudbury,  kil- 
led. Captain  Eleazer  Kingsbury  of  Needham,  captain 
Samuel  Williams  of  Cambridge,  captains  Charles  Miles, 
Nathaniel  Barret,  and  George  Minot,  of  Concord. 
Captain  Oliver  Barnes,  and  deacon  Aaron  Chamber- 
lain, of  Chelmsford  wounded,  James  Howard  a  pri- 
vate in  the  Acton  company,  and  a  regular  coming  out 
of  a  houfe,  caught  fight  of  each  other,  and  difcharged 
their  pieces  at  the  fame  inflant  ;  both  fhots  taking  ef- 
fe£t,  the  laft  droptdown  dead,  and  the  firft  expired  a 
few  hours  after. 

April  20th,  The  MafTachufetts  congrefs  delivered 
to  general  Ward  a  com  million  as  commander  in  chief 
oi  all  the  MafTachufetts  Bay  troops. 

On  the  2 2d  April,  the  Maflachufetts  congrefs  re- 
folved,  "  That  an  army  of  30  OOO  men  be  immediately 
raifed  and  eflabliihed  ;  that  13.600,  be  by  this  pro- 
vince, and  that  a  letter  and  delegate  be  fent  to  the  Te- 
veral  colonies  of  Hampfhire,  Connecticut  and  Rhode- 
Island." 

On  the  23d  April,  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Mas- 
fachufetts  chofe  general  John  Thomas,  lieutenant  gen- 
eral. 

April  26. h,  the  whole  of  the  military  flores  now 
in  poiTeflion  of  the  provincials,  amounting  only  to  fix- 
teen  fidd  pieces,  df  which  number  fcarcely  one  half  are 
fit  for  actual  fervice.  There  are  four  brafs  cannon  of  a 
fmall  fize  that  may  anfwer  fome  purpofe,  a  few  large 
iron,  two  or    three  mortars   and  howitzers*      Cannon 

ball 
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ball  and  (hells,  but  the  whole  of  the  powder  belonging  to 
the  public  (tore  being  only  eighty-two  half  barrels. 

A  committee  having  beei  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  damages  done  on  the  o/h  of  April  at  Ca?nbridge, 
Lexington,  and  Concoid,  reported  that  by  fire  rob- 
bery and  deftruction,  the  whole  amounts  to  ^2428,- 
14,  11  \  (telling,  the  accounts  were  exhibited  on 
oath. 


DoBorJofephWarren  Chairman  of 'the  committee  of Maf- 
Jachufetts  covgref$x  wrote  on  the  26th  April  10  general 
Gage  as  follows. 

«  SIR, 

THE  unhappy  fituation  into  which  this  co- 
lony is  thrown,  gives  iho   greateft    uneafinefs    to    every 
man  who  regards  the  welfare  of  the  empire,  or  feels  tor 
the  digresses  of  his  fellow- men  :  but    even   now   much 
may  be  done  to  allevia  e  thole  misfortunes  which  cannot 
be  entirely  remedied  ;    and    I    think  it    of    the    utmofl 
importance   to   us,     that    our    conduct    be    fuch,     as 
that   the   contending  parties   may    entirely    rely    upon 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  each    other,    for    the    punc- 
tual    performance     of   any    agreement    that    (hall    be 
made   between    them.       Your   excellency,    I    believe, 
knows  very  well  the  part    I  have    taken  in    public   af- 
fairs.   I    ever  fcorned  df6uife.     I  tWfk    I   have  done 
my  duty  ;  fome  may  think  otherwife  ;   but  be   assured, 
Sir,  as  f^r  as  my  influence  goes,  every  thing,  which  rea- 
fonably  can  be  required  of  us  to  do,  (hall  be  done  ;   and 

every 
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every  thing  promifcd  fh-11  be  religiously  performed.     I 
(hould  now  be  very  gl.id  to  know    from   you,    fir,   how 
many  days  you  defire  may  be  allowed  for  fuch  as  defire  to 
remove  to  Bolton  with  their  effecb,  and  what  time  you 
will  allow  the  people  in  Bofton  for  their  removal.  When 
I  have  received  the  information,  I  will  repair  to  congrefs, 
and  haften  as  far  as  I  am  able  the  issuing  a  proclamati- 
on.    I  beg  leave  to  fag^eft,  that  the  condition  of  admit- 
ting only  thirty  waggons  at  a  time  into  the  torrn,  appears 
£0  me  very  inconvenient,  and  will  prevent  the  good  ef- 
fects of  a  proclamation  intended  to  be  iCfued  for  encou* 
raging  all  waggoners  to   assift   in    removing  the  effecis 
from  Bofton  with  all  possible  fpeed.     If  your  excellen- 
cy will  be  pleafcd  to  take  the  matter  into  confederation, 
,,iid  favour  me  as  fcon  as  may  be  with  an  anfwer,  it  will 
lay  me  under  a  great  obligation,  as  it  To  nearly  concerns 
the  welfare   of  my  friends   in   Bofton.     I    have   many 
things  which  I  wifh  to  fay  to  your  excellency,  and  mod 
fincerely  wifh  I    had  broken    through    the    formalities 
which  I  thought  due  to  your  rank,  and  freely  told  you 
all  I  knew  or  thought  of  public  affairs  ;  and  I  mull  ev- 
er confefs,  whatever  may  be  the  event^  that  you    gener- 
oufly  gave  me  fuch  an  opening  as  1  now  think   I  ought 
to  have  embraced  ;  but  the  true  caufe   of  my    not  do- 
ing it  was    the   knowledge  I  had  of  the  vilenefs    and 
treachery  of  many  perfons  around  you,  who  I    fuppofe 
had  gained  your  entire  confidence. 

I  am,  &c.  &e. 


Vol.  I.  W  General 
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Oeneral  G^>ge  to  prevent  the  people  within  Boflori 
fj<  m  co  operating  with  their  friends  without,  by  taking 
1  p  aims  again!!  the  king's  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  aifault 
which  was  daily  expe&ed,  agreed  on  the  22d  of  Aorif, 
ivith  a  committee  of  the  town,  that  upon  the  inhabitants 
lodging  their  arms  in  Faaeuil-Hail,  or  aoy  other  conve- 
nient place  under  the  care  of  the  iele£!  men,  all  fuch  as 
choff  ir.ight  depart  Bom  the  town  with  their  families 
and  i.ffeds ;  by  the  27th  of  April,  the  inhabitants  lodg- 
ed with  the  felcffc  men  according  to  agreement  with 
general  Gjge  177$  ^re  arms,  634  pi&ols,  273  bayonets, 
and  38  blundeibuifes. 

A  circular  letter  was  fent  to  the  feveral  towns  of  the 
colony  of  MaSachufctts  on  the  &$th  April  ;  after  noting 
the  affair  of  the  19th  April,  (aid,  "  We  conjure  you,  by 
all  that  is  dear,  by  all  tbat  is  facred,   that  you    give  all 
afliftanee  possible  la  forming  the  army.      Our    all  is  at 
flake.     Death  and    devedatioa   are   the    certain   conse- 
quences oi  delay.    Every  moment  is  infinitely  piecious. 
An  hour  left  may  deluge  ycur  country   m   blood,    and 
entail  perpetual  flavery  upon  the  few  of  your    polTerity, 
who  may  furvive  the  carnage.     We  beg  and  intreat,  as 
you  will  anfwer  it  to  your  country,  to  your  confek 
ar.d  above  all  as  you  will  anfwe*  it  to  God  himielf,thac 
you  will  haiien  and  encourage,  by  all    possible    means, 
the  ciiiiitrnent  of  men  to  form  the  army  ;  and  lend  them 
forward  to  kead  quarters  at  Cambridge,  tjiat  expe- 

dition which  the  vaft  importance  and  mflaiu  urgency  cf 
this  affair  dcrnaad.*' 

A  be  latter  e::d   of    April,    the    r.ews  of    the 

Lexington  battle  reached  the  oi   the    coloaisa,  it 

Iprc  ad 


ad.  1775  AMERICAN  !l£/OLUTIO>J.        1'gj 

fpread  with  the  u'lnoft  rapidity,  and  influenced  the 
minds  of  all  pctfon^~anfwcr»ble  to  their  various  apprc- 
henfions  and  attachments;  When  the  news  readied 
New. York,  captain  Sears,  confultcd  Mr.  Lamb,  upon 
the  expediency  of  fto  >  ring  all  vessels  going  to  Quebec* 
Newfoundland,  Georgia  and  B  jfton,  the  latter  coacur- 
red  in  the  meafuie.  Tiiey  then  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
committee  of  Philadelphia,  and  figned  it  with  their 
names,  assuring  th*m  that  all  vessels  would  be  ftopt  at 
New- York  ;  airer  the  exprefs  being  tent  off,  they  con- 
trived means  to  collect  the  people,  and  when  they  were 
assembled  it  was  agreed  upon  to  (hu:  up  the  cuftorn 
houfe.  The  officer  was  waited  on  for  the  purpofe  who 
confidercd  the  expediency  of  a  compliance,  ordered  the 
keys  to  be  delivered  up  to  captain  Sears.  The  assur- 
ance that  had  been  given  to  the  Philadelphia  committee, 
cauled  them  to  conduct  matters  in  fuch  way  that  it  was 
agreed  to  (hut  up  their  port  aifo  againil  all  vessels  go- 
ing to  the  fame  places  before  mentioned.  The  New- 
Jerfey  people  immediately  upon  the  news  arriviag  there 
took  possession  of  the  province  ireafury,  in  which  there 
was  about  £  20GOO.-— The  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  in 
M:i: yland,  feized  upon  the  provincial  magazine,  con- 
taining about  1500  ilaad  ©farms. 

When  the  news  arrive  1  in  Virginia  of  the  Lexington 
battle  the  minds  of  the  people  were  then  coouderaniy 
irritated  at  the  processings  of  Lord  Dunmore  the  go- 
vernor. They  were  preparing  in  enrolling  th&  rmhtia 
.and  railing  volunteer  companies.  Lord  Dun  more  had 
engaged  the  captain  of  an  armed  vessel  in  James'i  river, 
toconvev  by  night  on  the  20  hof  April  on    board    his 
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jhip  from  the  public  magazine  in    WilHamsburgh,   fif- 
teen  half  barrels  of  powder  containing  501b.  each.    The 
news  of  the  feizure  of  the  powder  foon  reached    Hano- 
ver county.     Mr.  Patrick  Henry  with  upwards   of   150 
volunteers  from  the  county  immediately  accoutred  them- 
felves  and  advanced  within  fifteen  mUes  of  the    capital. 
They  marched  with  an  avowed  defign  to  obtain  reditu* 
tion  of  the  powder,  and  to    take  meafures    for    fecuring 
the  public  treafury.     The  receiver  general  to  compen- 
fate  for  the  powder  paid  a  fufBcLent  fum  of  money,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Williamsbui]h  engaging  to  guard  the 
public  treafury  and  magazine,    they    difperfed  and   re- 
turned to  their  refpeclive  homes.     Lord  Dunmere  was 
very  much  vexed  and  threw  out  threats.     Thofe  of  fct- 
ticg  up  the  royal  flandard,  of  enfranchising  the   negroes, 
and  arming  them  againfl;  their    mailers.     Thofe   and  o- 
ther  fimilar  exprefsions  caufed  a  general  alarm  through 
the  whole  colony.     When  the  news  of   the    Lexington 
engagement  reached  Charleflown  in  South  Carolina.    A 
number  of  the  priacipal  gentlemen  of  the  town,   on  the 
night  after  possessed  themlelves  of  twelve  hundred  ftand 
of  arms  with  the  accoutrements  ;   removed    them    from 
the  royal  arfenal,  and  diftributed  them  among  the  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  Benedict  Arnold  of  New- Haven,  when  the 
news  of  the  Lexington  engagement  reached  him,  imme- 
diately assembled  his  company,  (having  fhortly  beiore 
teen  chofen  captain  of  a  volunteer  company  by  the  in- 
habitants) when  the  company  met,  he  afked  them,  whe- 
ther they  would  march  with  him  by  the  next  morning 
lor  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofion,  diftant    one   hundred 
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and  fifty  miles.  They  cheerfully  agreed.  He  thea 
paraded  them  before  a  public  houfe  where  a  committee 
was  fitting.  Captain  Arnold  applid  to  them  for  pow- 
der  and  ball  ;  ;hey  demurred  fupplying  him,  as  he  wa* 
uot  duly  authorized.  He  then  propofed  to  the  volun- 
teers of  procuring  the  (apply  by  force,  to  which  they 
confented.  He  afterwards  feat  for  the  committee  and 
informed  them  of  his  unalterable  determination.  Colo- 
nel David  Woofter  came  out,  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  defift  and  wait  till  he  had  received  proper 
orders ;  to  which  captain  Arnold  anfwered,  "  None  but 
God  Almighty  Jhall prevent  my  marching?  The  com- 
mittee perceiving  his  fixed  refolution,  Supplied  him,  he 
then  inftantly  marched  off,  and  with  his  company  by 
the  29th  of  April  reached  ihe  American  head  quarters. 
When  the  Lexington  news  was  brought  to  colonel 
Ifrael  Putnam,  he  was  bufiiy  engaged  in  improving  his 
farm,  be  was  then  working  in  a  leathern  frock  and  apron 
at  a  (lone  wall  ho  was  building  to  fence  in  fotne  of  his 
lands,  being  at  that  time  in  a  civil  line  of  life,  and  occu- 
pying a  tavern  with  a  farm  annexed  to  it.  The  news 
was  brought  him  about  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  After 
giving  his  workmen  directions  how  to  proceed  with  the 
wall  ;  got  his  horfe  and  rode  to  the  neighbouring  towns 
acquainted  the  militia  officers  and  others  with  what  had 
happened. As  he  was  returning,he  found  feveral  hundreds 
of  the  people  muttered,  who  informed  him,  that  they  had 
appointed  him  their  general,  and  were  determined  to  march 
off  under  him  immediately.  He  told  them  that  he  was 
not  ready,  that  he  mull  go  home  and  get  fome  money,  as 
ke  had  none  about  him,  Upon  which  they  fupplied  him 
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from  among  themfelves.  He  thengave  orders  for  t7ieir 
marching  after  him  with  a  quick  flep,  and  he  rode  for- 
wd  in  his  check  fhirt  u.oon  ths  fame  ho-fe,  and  arriv- 
ed at  Concord  by  fun-rife  the  next  morning.  Having 
rode  as  he  fuppofrd  within  eighteen  hours  not  lefs  than 
a  hundred  miles.  The  militia  that  followed  him  march- 
ed oh  till  they  reached  the  place  of  deftination. 

At  the  requeft  of  feveral  of  the  foos  of  liberty  Mr. 
Quincy  failed  for  Great  Britain  in  September  laft. 
"Whiltt  there  he  was  very  unwell:  Doctor  Fothergiil 
who  attended  him  recommended  to  him  the  Briftol  air 
and  water,  believing  both  would  refiore  him  to  perfect 
health.  But  feveral  of  his  friends  in  England,  advifed 
liim  to  fail  dire&ly  for  Bofton,  urging  that  it  would  add 
to  his  health,  and  if  he  (hould  arrive  fafe  to  his  own 
country  ;  that  his  prefence  there  mull  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  American  caufe.  Accordingly  he  \tk 
England,  but  it  was  againft  his  own  opinion  and  incli- 
nation to  undertake  the  voyage.  The  fhip  in  which  he 
failed  arrived  at  Cape  Anne,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
April.  He  has  facrificed  his  life  for  the  fake  of  his 
country.  He  lived  net  to  get  on  (hore,  or  to  hear  and 
^  rejoice  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  Lexington  battle.  His  re- 
mains were  honourably  and  decently  interred  by  his  re- 
lations and  a  number  of  friends.  May  his  memory  be 
dsar  to  pofteriiy. —  May  he  be  numbered  with  the  A- 
merican  patriotic  heroes  who  may  fall  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty  And  may  his  oaly  furviving  child,  a  fon  of 
abf3ut  three  years  old  live  to  inherit  his  excellent  virtues, 
and    to   tranfmtt   his  name    down   to   future   gen 
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ons. — Among  Mr.  Ouincy's  papers  the  following   was 
taken  from  his  journal, 

November  nth,  1774.  Viewed  Plymouth  docks. 
My  ideas  of  the  riches  and  powers  of  this  great  nation 
are  ihfcreafed  to  a  degrefe  i  fhould  not  have  believed, 
if  it  had  been  predicted  to  me.  I.am  not  in  any  meafure 
recorjcJel  to  the  Britiih  plan  of  taxing  America,  but  I 
fhould  with  cheerfulnefs  accede  to  a  contribution  f  >rn 
the  colonies,  (they  being  the  fole  judges  of  the  time  and 
quantity  of  their  grants)  towards  the  charges  of  the  Bh- 
tifh  government. 

November  18th.  This  morning  J.  Williams,  Efq. 
informed  me,  that  governor  Hutchinfon  has  repeatedly 
allured  the  mini  dry,  that  a  union  «f  the  colonies  was 
utterly  imprj  fciea  \a  ;  that  the  people  were  greatly  di- 
vided among  thernfdves  in  every  colony  ;  and  that  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  all  America  would  fubmit  ; 
that  they  mult,  and  would  foon.  Several  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  miniftry  allured  Dr.  Franklin  of  the  fame 
rafts. 

November  19th,  Lord  N— — —  repeatedly  faid 
to  me, «  we  mult  try  what  we  can  do  to  fupport  the  au- 
thority we  have  claimed  over  America;  if  we  are  detec- 
tive in  power,  we  mult  fit  down  contented  and  make  the 
bell  terms  we  can  ;  and  no  body  then  can  blame  us  af- 
ter we  have  done  our  utmoft  ;  but  till  we  have  tried  what 
we  can  do,  we  can  never  bejulliied  in  receding;  and 
we  ought  t©,  a.ni  ihali  be  very  careful  not  to  iudg#  a 
thing  impoiiibls,  becaufe  it  may  De  aifficuit  j  nay,  we 
ougtit  to  try  what  we  can  efTeSt,  before  yvs  can  determine 

H|ion  its  impraShca&ility/* 
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November  21th.  To— ,  "  The  followir^    Ian- 
guage  hath  been  reiterated  to  me  in  various  companies./* 
^-«*  We  are  afraid  of  nothing    but   your   divifion,  and 
your  want  of  perfeveranee. — Unite  and  perfevere  ;  you 
mud  prevail— you  mutt  triumph/'    "  From  parliament 
cxpea  no  favor,  but  what  proceeds  from  fear.     Depend 
rot  upon  commercial  plans  for  your  fafety.—Dr.  Frank- 
lin is  an  American  in  heart  and   foul.     His    ideas    are 
not  contra&ed  within    the  narrow  limits    of  exepmtion 
from  ta\cs,  but  are  extended  upon   the    broad    fcale  of 
total  emancipation; — He  is  explicit  and  bold  upon  the 
fubjed." 

November   26ch.  Governor  P- — ,   affured  me, 

that  all  the  meafcres  againd  America  were  planned  and 
pufhed  on  by  Bernard,  and  Hutchinfon.  They  were 
incevUnt  in  their  applications  to  adminiflration,  and 
gave  the  molt  politive  afiurances  Gf  fuccefs. 

December  6th.    Mr.  cornmiffioner  M— — ,  waited 
on  me.     In  the  courfe  of  conversion  he   faid,    M    You 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  taxes  of  this  kingdom,    and  the 
diltress  of  cur    poor.       They    are    extreme    poor    and 
wretched  indeeJ — every  thing  here  is  taxed  to  the  ut- 
moft.     Tne  colonies  rnuft  relieve  us  ;  they  mud  eafe  us 
of  cur  taxes  &c."     Healfo  affirmed  to  me,   that  gover- 
nors Bernard, and  Hutchinfon,  were  principally  attend- 
ed to  in  the  late  meafures  againft  the  colonies.     But  he 
added,  that  government   had   found   many   things  had 
turned  out  different  from   Hutchinfon's    reprefentation, 
and  had  not  been  at  all  conformable  to    what  he  fore- 
told. 

To 
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To ',  <;  My  whole  time  is  employed  in  en- 
deavouring to  fer .e  my  country.  1  find  every  body 
eager  to  hear,  mod  people  ivillmg  to  be  fet  right,  and  al* 
mod  all  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  American  world.  It  is 
agreed  on  all  hands,  that  your  courage — your  courage, 
I  repeat  it— will  be  brought  to  the  ted.— Should  it 
prove  anfwerable  to  your  orientations,  and  worthy  ot 
your  ancedors,  your  fiends  will  amazingly  increafe,  your 
hearty  friends  will  be  in  raptures.  Prepare,  prepare  I 
fay  for  the  word. 

"  Many  of  your  friends  here  in  both  houfes  will 
not  take  adecifive  part  till  they  fee  how  you  a&  in  Ame- 
rica. For  mould  they  take  a  determined  part  now  in 
favour  of  that  country,  and  in  a  fhort  time  America 
give  buck,  their  hopes  of  rife  into  power  and  office 
(which  are  the  hopes  of  all  Bririfh  ftatesmen)  would  be 
forever  at  at  end.  Therefore  till  the  celonids  difcover 
that  union  and  fpirit,  which  all  parties  here  agree  mud 
force  fuccefs,  you  are  not  to  expecH  any  great  exertion* 
in  your  favor.  But  when  once  there  is  a  convf&ion 
that  the  Americans  are  in  earned,  that  they  are  rcfolv- 
ed  to  endure  ail  hazards  with  a  fpirit  Worthy  the  prize, 
(and  not  till  then)  will  you  have  many  firm,  a&ive  per- 
fevering,  and  powerful  friends.  For,  Grange  as  it  mdy 
feem,  there  is  a  great  doubt  here,  among  many,  whether 
you  are  really  in  earned,  in  the  full  force  and  extent  oi 
thofe  words/' 

December  12th.  Lord appeared  a    very    warm 

friend  to  the  Americans ;  and  faid,    M    If  they    continue 
united,  they  mud  have  ail  they  afk  "      He    particularly 

mentioned,  that  Lord  M — .,    lad  feffions,   affured 
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the  houfe  of  lords,  that  the  plan  they  had  laid  would 
go  do^n  ia  America  Si?ic  Clade  ;  and  alfo,  that  he  had 
the  beft  intelligence  what  might  be  carried,  through 
there.  His  lordfh-p  had  no  doubt  that  fuch  affurances 
was  grounded  on  Hutchinfon's  information. 

December  14th.    To  E "  Your  countrymen 

mud  feal  their  caufe  with  their  blood  They  muft  pre- 
ferve  a  confiliency  of  character.  They  mujl  not  delay. 
They  muft— or  be  trodden  down  into  the  vileft  vaffa- 
lage — che  (corn — the  fpu rn  of  their  enemies — a  by-word 
of  infamy  among  all  men/' 

December  16  h.  To  E ,  "  Permit  me  to  con- 
gratulate my  countrymen  on  the  integrity  and  wifdom 
with  which  the  congrefs  have  conducted-  Their  poli- 
cy, fpirit,  and  union,  have  confounded  their  foes,  and 
infpived  their  friends.      Ail  parties  agree  in  giving  them 

a  tribute  of  honor  and   applaufe.      My  Lord  N — 

endeavoured  to  explain  away  his  expreffion,  «  I  will 
have  America  at  my  feet.  Beware  of  the  arts  of  nego- 
tiation." 

"  Bv  the  way.  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  miniftry 
fent  large  funis  to  New- York,  in  order  to  bribe  your 
continental  delegates.  Jr.  was  openly  avowed  and  vin- 
dicated ;  and  great  bpaft  was  made  of  mimfterial  fuccefs 
in  this  way,  with  the  delegates  from  New- York.  It  was 
faij,  that  they  had  affe&ed  a  dif-union  which  would  be 
fatal  to  the  caufe  of  America.  You  cant  well  imagine 
the  chagrin  with  which  the  miniflry  received  the  refult 
of  that  glorious  body.  They  are  viewed  as  the  northern 
con/lellation  of  glorious  worthies,  illuminating  and  warm- 
ing the  new  world," 

To 
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To  Jofeph  Reed,  Efq.  {oj  Philadelphia.) 
t 

December  17th.  "  Sure  I  am  that  the  min- 
iflry  have  no  where  fuch  fanguine  hopes  of  a  defection  as 
from  that  quarter  (Mew  York  )  Their  influence  is  no 
where  fo  forcibly  extended  ;  it  is  certain  they  will  be  af- 
tonifliingly  difappo  nted  if  fhey  do  not  find  a  fenfibility 

to  their  touch.      Lord  C faid    in    the    houfe   of 

lords,  the  other  day,  "  Were  I  an  American,  I  would 
refill  to  the  la  ft  drop  of  my  blood."  Your  parliamen- 
tary friends  fay,  fnatch  the  opportunity  for  peace  and  re- 
conciliation. Your  fanguine  and  warm  partisans  fay, 
*'  You  are  united  and  infpired  now,  circumiiances  that 
may  never  happen  again.  Seize  the  happy  and  glori- 
ous opportunity  for  eitablifhing  the  freedom  and  facial 
felicity  of  all  America.  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs 
of  men." 

January  2d,  177.-.  While  (at  Bath)  viewing  the 
mod  magnificently  elegant  new  rooms^n  company  wiik 
col.  Barree,  he  faid  pointing  to  the  pictures  taken  from 
the  ruins  found  at  Heiculaneum,  "  I  hope  you  have  not 
the  bcoks  containing  the  draughts  of  thofe  ruins  with 
you."  I  replied,  "  There  was  one  fetj  believed  in  the 
public  library  at  our  college/'  M  Keep  them  there  (faid 
he)  and  they  may  be  of  fame  fervice  as  a  matter  of  cu« 
nofity  for  the  fpeculative,  but  let  them  get  abroad  and 
you  are  ruined.  They  will  infufe  a  tafle  for  buildings 
and  fculpture  ;  and  when  a  people  get  ataUe  for  the  fi  »e 
arts,  they  are  ruined.  'Tis  tafle  that  rums  whole  king- 
doms.    'Tis  taiie  that   depopulates  whole   nations.     I 

couid 
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could  not  help  weeping  when  I  furveyed  the  ruins  at 
Rome,  All  the  remains  of  the  Roman  grandeur  are  of 
works  which  were  finifhed,  when  Rome  and  the  fpirit 
of  Romans  were  no  more,  un-efs  I  except  the  ruins  of 
the  Emilian  baths.  Mr.  Q.iincy,  let  your  countrymen 
beware  of  tafle  in  their  buildings,  equipage,  and  drefs, 
as  a  deadly  poifon/' 

Colonel  Barre  alio  added  in  the   courfe  of  converfa- 
tion,  «*  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  3g  »,  I  was  through 
a  considerable  part  of  your  country  ;  for  in  the  expedi- 
tion againft  Canada,  my  bufinefs.  called  me  to    pafs  by 
land  through    Pennfylvania,    New- jerfey,    York,    and 
Albany  ;  and  when  I  returned  again  to  this  country,  I 
Was  often  fpeaking    of   America,    and    could  not    help 
fpeaking  well  of  its  climate,  foil  and    inhabitants  ;  for 
you  mull  know,  fir,    America    was    always    a   favourite 
with  me.      But  will  you  believe  it,  fir,  yet  I  a (Tu re    you 
it  is  true,  more  than  two  thiids    of   this   ifland    at  that 
time,  thought  the  Americans  were  all  negroes/'       I    re- 
plied, "  I  did^ot  in  the  lead  doubt  it  ;  for  if  I  was    to 
judge  by  the  late  a&s  of  parliament,  I    fhould    fuppofe 
that  a  majority  of  the  people    of    Great    Britain    dill 
thought  fo,  for  I  found   that   their    reprefentatives  (till 
treated  them  as  fuch."      He  failed,    and    the  difecurfe 
dropped.     The  colonel  was  among  thofe  who  voted  for 
the  Boflon  port- bill. 

December  20th.  Attended  the  debates  of  the  houfe 
of  lords. — Good  fortune  gave  me  one  of  the  bsfi  places 
for  taking  a  few  minutes. 

Lord  Chatham  rofe  like  Mareellus.  "  Virosfupe* 
rhncni  timnes"     He  fecmed  to  teel  himfelf  fuperjor  to 
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thofe  around  him.  His  language  voice,  and  gefture, 
were  more  pathetic  than  I  ever  faw  or  heard  before  at 
the  bar  or  fenate.  He  fecmcd  l:ke  an  old  Roman  fena- 
tor,  tifing  with  the  dignity  of  age,  yet  fpeaking  with  the 
.fire  of  youth. 

The  illuftrious  fage  flretched  forth  his  hand  with  the 
d<  cent  folemntty  of  a  Paul  and  riling  with  the  fubjett, 
he  fmote  his  breaft  with  the  energy  and  grace  of  Demof- 
thenes.  He  opened  with  fame  general  obfervations  on 
the  importance  and  magnitude  of  the  American  quarrel 
(as  he  called  it.)  He  enlarged  upon  the  dangerous 
and  ruinous  events  that  were  coming  upon  the  nation 
in  confequence  of  the  prefent  difpite,  and  the  meafures 
already  begun  and  now  carrying  on  by  his  majefty's 
mimfters.  He  arraigned  their  conduct  with  great  feve- 
why  and  freedom.    He  then  proceeded  : 

'•  My  lords,  thefe  papers  from  America,  now  laid  for 
the  firft  time  before  your  lordfhips,  have   been    to    my 
knowledge,    five   or    fix    weeks    «*    the   pocket    of   the 
minifter.      And    notwithstanding  the  fate  of  this   king- 
dom hangs  upon  the  event  of  this  great  controvcrfy,  we 
are  but  this  moment  called  to  a  conuderation  or  this  im- 
portant fubje-S.      My  lords,  I  do  not  want  to  look  into 
one  oftbofe  papers;  I  know  their  contents  well  enough 
already,  I  know  that  there  is  not  a  member  in  this  houfe 
but  is  acquainted  with  their  purport  alfo.      There  ought 
therefore  to  be  no  delay  in  entering  upon  this   matter  ; 
we  ought  to  proceed  to  it  immediately.      We  ought  to 
ieize  the  firft  moment  to  open  the  door  of  reconciliation. 
The  Americans  will  never  be  in  a  temper  or  flate  to  be 
reconciled  (they  ought  not  to    be}    till    the   troops  are 

with- 
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withdrawn.  The  troops  are  a  perpetual  irritation  to 
th^Te  people  :  they  are  a  bar  to  all  confidence,  and  all 
cordial  reconcilement.  I  therefore,  my  lords,  move.— 
That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
mod  humbly  to  advife  and  befeech  his  majefty,  that  in 
order  to  open  the  way  towards  an  happy  fettlement  of 
the  dangerous  troubles  in  America,  by  beginning  to  al- 
lay ferments,  and  fofien  animofities  there  ;  and  above  all 
for  preventing,  in  the  mean  time,  any  fudden  and  fatal 
cataftrophe  at  Bo  Hon,  now  fufTering  under  the  daily  ir- 
ritation  of  an  army,  before  their  eyes,  polled  in  their 
town  it  may  graciously  pleafe  his  majefty,  that  imme- 
diate oiders  may  be  difpatched  to  general  Gage,  for  re- 
moving his  majeftVs  forces  from  the  town  of  Bofton, 
as  foon  as  the  ruor  of  the  feafon  and  other  circumftan- 
cesindifpeniible  to  the  fafety  and  accommodation  of" 
the  faid  troops,  may  render  the  fame  pra&i cable." 

"  The  way,  my  lords,  muft  be  immediately  opened 
for  reconciliation.  It  will  foon  be  too  late.  I  know 
not  who  advifed  the  pre  fen  t  nuafures.  I  know  not  who 
advifes  to  a  perieveranceand  enforcement  of  them  ;  but 
this  I  will  fay,  .that  whoever  advifes  them  ought  to  an- 
fwer  for  it,  at  his  utmoft  peril.  I  know  that  no  one 
will  avow,  that  he  advj'cd,  or  that  he  was  the  au- 
thor of  thefe  meafures  :  every  one  (brinks  from  the 
charge.  But  fornebody  has  advifed  his  majefty 
to  thefe  meafures,  and  if  his  majefty  continues  to 
hear  fuch  evil  counccliors,  his  majefty  will  be  undone. 
His  majefty  indeed  may  wear  his  cro  n  ;  but  the  Ame- 
rican jewel  out  of  it,  it  will  not  be  worth  the  wearing." 

«  What  more  lhaU  I  lay  ?     1  muft  not  fay,  that  the 

king 
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king  is  betrayed;  but  this  I  will  fay,  the  nation  is  ruined. 
W  ha*  foundation  have  we  for  our  chims  over  Ameiica  ? 
What  is   our   right  to  per fi ft  in   fuch  <:ruel  and  vindic- 
tive meafures  againft  that  loyal  and  refpeftable  people? 
They  fay  you  have  no  right  to  tax  them   without    their 
confent.     They  fay  truly.       Reprefentation   and    taxa- 
tion muft  go  together  :  they  are  infeperable.      Yet  there 
is  hardly  a  man  in  our  ft^ets,  though  fo    poor  as   fcarce 
to  be  able  to  get  his  daily  bread,  but    thinks  he   is    the 
leoiflitorof  America.      Our  American  fubjecis  is  a  com- 
mon phrafein  the  mouth  of  the  loweft  orders  of  our  ci- 
tizens ;  but  property,  my  lords,  is  the   fole    and    entire 
dominion  of  the  owner  :  it  excludes  all    the    world    be- 
sides the  owner.      None  enn  intermeddle  with  it.     Icis 
a  unity  ;  a  mathematical  point.  It  is  an  atom  ;    untangi- 
ble  by  any  but    the    proprietor.       Touch   it—  and   the 
owner  lofes  his  whole  property.  The  touch  contaminates 
the  whole    ma fs ;    the  whole   property'  vanishes.     The 
touch  ot  another  annihilates  it— for    whatever  is  a  man's 
own,  is  abfolutely   and   excluiively  his  own." 

"  In  the  laft  parliament  all  was  anger— all  was  rage. 
Adminiftiation  did  not  confider  what  was  practicable, 
but  what  was  revenue.  Sine  clade  viBoria  was  the  Ian- 
guage  of  the  miniftry  laft  feiBons,  but  every  body  knew, 
an  idiot  might  know,  that  fuch  would  not  be  the  iffue. 
But  the  ruin  of  the  nation  was  a  matter  of  no  concern, 
if  adminiflration  might  be  revenged,  Americans  were 
abufed  mifreprefected,  and  traduced  in  the  mod  atroci- 
ous manner,  in  order  to  give  a  colour,  and  urge  on  to 
the  molt  precipitatefunjua,  cruel  and  vindictive  mea- 
fures that  ever  difgractd  a  nation." 

Gnoffius 
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GnoJJius  hoc  Rhadamanthus  hahet  duHJfimd  regnd, 
Cafligatque,  Audit  jtte  dolos. 

"  My  lord*,  the  very  infernal  fpirits,  they    cha/lize^ 
tajlig-iquc  :  fed  audit  que,  rnv  lords.      Jfa  very  fpints  of 
the  infernal  regions  hear  before  they  ptinifu       But  how- 
have  their    Ht  editable   peor^le^behaved   under  all  their 
grievance*  ?      With   un^x^mpled  patience,   with  unpa- 
ralleled wifdom.      They    chafe  delegates   by  their    tree 
fujtfrages  :  no  bribery,  no  coirvption,  no  influence  here, 
my  lords.      Their  reprefenratives    meet  with  the    fenti- 
ments  and  temper,  and  (peak  the  lenfe  oi  the  continent. 
For  genuine  fagacity,  for  lingular  moderation,    for  folid 
wifdom,  manly  fpirit,  fublune  (entiments  and  frmplicity 
of  language,  fot£ver,y  thing  refpe6lable  and    honoura- 
ble, the  congrefs  ot  Philadelphia  fhine  unrivalled.    This 
wise  people  fpeak  out.    They  do  not  hold  the  language 
of  Haves  :  they  tell  you  what  they  mean.-  -They  do  not 
afk  you  to  repeal  your  laws  as  a  favor  ;  they  claim  it  as 
aright  :  they  demand  it.      They  tell  you  they  will    not 
fubmit  to  them  :  and  I  tell  you  the  acts  muft  be  repeal-^ 
ed  ,  they  will   be    repealed   you  cannot  enforce  them. 
The  rniniftry  are  checker  mated.     They   have  a    move 
to  make  on  the  board  ;  and  yet  not  a  move  but  they  are 
ruined. 

Repeal,  therefore,  my  lords  I  fay:  But  bare  repeal 
will  not  fatisfy  this  enlightened  and  fpmted  people. 
What  !  repeal  a  bit  of  paper  :  repeal  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment !  That  alone  won't  do,  my  lords.  You  mulfe 
go  through.     You  muft  declare  you  have  no   right   to 

tax: 
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tax  :  then  they  may    truft    you  :    then  they    will   have 
confidence  in  you.      I  have  heard  a    noble  lord   fpeak, 
who  feerned  to  by  fome  blame  upon  general    Gage.      I 
think  that  honourable  gentleman  has  behaved  with  great 
prudence  and  becoming  caution.      He    has   entrenched 
himfeif,   and  ftrengtheued    his   fortifications.       1    don't 
know  what  he  couid  do  more.      His  ii' nation    puts  me 
in  mind  of  a  fimilar   tran faction   in    the   civil    wars    of 
France,  when  the  great  Conde  on  one  fide,  and  Marfh  ill 
Turenne  on  the  other  with  large  armies  lay  many  weeks 
very  near  each  other.    Turenne,  confcious  of  the  terrible 
co •••fequences  ol  a  victory  to  himfeif  and  country,  though 
the  armies  were  feveral  days  in  fight  of  each  other;  never 
came  to  a  battle.      O.i  his  return  to  the  court  oi  France, 
the  queen  afked  him,  "  Why,  M.rfhal!,  I  think  you  lay 
feveral  days%  fight  of   your    enemy,   and    you   might 
have  been  up  with  him  at  any  time  ;  pray  why  did  v  ou 
not  take  him  ?"     The    general   very    fhtewaly   replied, 
**  Should  I  have  taken  him  pieafe  your  ma  jelly  J    1    was 
afraid  all  Paris  would  have  taken  me."      Mv  hi:dr,.  there 
are  three  millions  ot  whigs.      Three  millions    of  whig*, 
my  lords,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  are  a  very  forrrii&a- 
bJe  body.     'Twas  the  whigs,  my  lords,  that  fet   his   ma*, 
jetty's  royal  anceftors  upon  the  throne  of   England,     I 
hope  my  lords  there  is  yet  double  the  number,    of  whig! 
in  England  that    there  are   in   America.      I    hope    the 
whigs  of  both  countries  will  join  and   make  a  common 
caufe.      Ireland  is  with  the  Americans  to  a  man.     The 
whigs  of  that  country  will,   and    thofe  of  this    country 
ought,  to  think  the  American  caufe  their  own.     They 
are  allied  to  each  other  in  fentiment  and  intcreft,   unifc- 
Vol.I.  Y  ted 
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cd  in  one  great  principle  of  defence  and  refiftance  ;  they 
ought  therefore,  and  will  run  to  embrace  and  fupport 
their  brethren,  The  caufe  of  fhip  money  was  the  caufe 
of  all  the  whigs  of  England.  You/hall  not  take  my  money 
-without  my  confent,  is  the  doctrine  an<i  language  of  whigs. 
It  is  the  doclnne  and  voice  of  whigs  in  America,  and 
whigs  here.  It  is  the  doctrine  in  fupport  of  which  I  io 
not  know  how  many  names  I  could.-.  1  may  call  in  this 
houfe  :  among  the  living  I  cannot  fay  how  many  I 
could  to  join  with  me  and  maintain  thefe  doctrines  with 
their  blood  ;  but  among  the  dead  I  could  raife  an  hofl 
innumerable,  And,  my  lords,  at  this  day,  there  are  ve- 
ry many  found,  fuhilantial,  honeft  whigs,  who  ought 
and  who  will  confider  the  American  controverfy  as  a 
great  common  caufe/* 

««  My  lords,  confident  with  the  pripfreeding  doc- 
trines, and  with  what  I  have  ever  and  (hall  continue  to 
maintain,  I  fay,  I  (hall  oppofe  America  whenever  I  fee 
her  aim  ing  at  throwing  off  the  navigation  a&,  and  other 
regulatory  a£ts  of  trade,  made  bona  fide  for  that  purpofe, 
and  wifely  framed  and  calculated  for  reciprocation  of  in- 
tereft,  and  the  general  extended  welfare  and  fecurity  of 
the  whole  empire.  It  is  iuggeded  fuch  is  their  defign. 
I  fee  no  evidence  of  it.  But  io  come  at  a  certain  know- 
ledge of  their  fentiments  and  defign s  on  this  head,  it 
would  be  proper  firft  to  do  them  jult'ce.  Treat  them 
as  fufcjects,  beiore  you  treat  them  as  aiians,   rebels    and 

traitors." 

"  My  lords,  deeply  imprefsed  with  the  importance 
of  taking  Lome  healing  meafures  at  this  moft  alarming 
diaraaed  Hate  of  our  affairs,  though  bowed  down  with 

a  cruel 
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a  cruel  difeafe,  I  have  crawled  to  this  houfe,  to  give  you 
my  b-  ft  experience  and  counfei  ;  and  my  advice  is  to 
befeech  his  majefty,  &c.  Sec.  This  is  the  bePi  I  can 
think  of.  It  will  convince  Ame-ica,  that  you  mean  to 
try  hercaufe  in  the  fpirit  and  by  the  laws  of  freedom 
and  fair  inquiry,  and  not  by  codes  of  blood.  How  can 
(he  now  truft  you,  with  the  bayonet  at  her  bread  ?  She 
has  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  now  to  believe  you  mean 
her  death  or  bondage." 

«*  Thus  entered  on  the  threfhold  of  this  bufinefs,  I 
will  knock  at  your  gates  for  juftice  without  ceafing,  un- 
lefs  inveterate  infirmities  (lay  my  hand.     My    lords,    I 
pledge  myfelf  never  to  leave  this  bufinefs :  I    will   pur- 
fue  it  to  the  end  in  every  fhape.      I  will  never  fail  of  my 
attendance  on  it,  at  every  flep  and  period  of   this    great 
matter,  unlefs  nailed  down  to  my   bed  by    the   feverity 
of  difeafe.     My  lords,  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft;  every 
moment  is  big  with  dangers.     Nay,  while    I    am   now 
fpeaking,  thedecifive  blow   may  be  ftruck,  and  millions 
involved  in  the  confequence.      The  very    firft   drop  ot 
blood  will  make  a  wound,  that  will  not  eafily  be  fkm- 
ed  over.      Years,  perhaps  ages  may  not  heal  it.      It  will 
be  irritabik  vulnus,   a  wound  of  that  rancorous,  malig- 
nant, corroding,  feftering  nature,  that  in  all   probability 
it  will  mortify  the  whole  body.     Let  us  then,  my  lords, 
fet  to  this  buGnefs  in  earned,  not  to  take  it    up   by   bits 
and  fcraps  as  formerly,  juft  as  exigencies   preiTed,    with- 
out any  regard  to  the  general  relations,  connections  and 
dependencies.      I  would  not  by  any  thing   I    have  (aid, 
my  lords,  be  thought  to  encourage  America  to  procetd 
beyond  the  right  line,     I  reprobate  ail  atis  of  violence 

by 
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by  her  mobility  but  when  her  inherent  conftitutional 
rights  ait  invaded,  thole  rights  that  (he  has  an  equitable 
claim  to  the  full  enjoyment  of,  by  the  iundamental  laws 
of  the  Englilh  conituution,  and  ingrafted  thereon  by  the 
fundamental  laws  of  nature,  then  I  ov/n  myfelf  an  Ame- 
rican, and  feeling  my  fell  fuch,  (hail,  to  the  verge  of  my 
life,  vindicate  thofe  rights  againrt  all  men,  who  ilrive  to 
trample  upon  or  oppofe  them." 

From  the  effects  of  this  fpeechon  the  great  audience 
without  the  bar,  and  from  my  own  emotions  and  feel- 
ings, the  miracles  of  ancient  eloquence.-  the  blaze  of 
genius  and  thehurjl  of  thought*  -with  which  Grecian  and 
Roman  orators  have  been  faidto  work  wonders  in  the 
fenate  and  the  field,  no  longer  appeared  fabulous. 

Lord  Camden  fpoke  next  on  the  fide  of  America 
and  infupport  of  the  motion.  He  equalled  Lord  Chat- 
ham in  every  t\  ing  but  that  fire  and  pathos  which  are  the 
forte  of  hh  loidfhip.  In  learning,  perfpicuity,  and 
pure  eloquence,  probably  no  one  e\er  lurpafied  lord 
Camden. 

His  lordfnip  opened  briefly  upon  the  nature  of  pro. 
perty,  tha  right  of  taxation,  and  irs  infeparabiiity  from 
representation.  "  My  lords  (he  (aid)  I  will  not  enter 
v ,0  1;.-  large  field  of  collateral  reajfoning  applicable  to 
theabliiufe  d.flinaions  touching  the  omnipotence  of 
parliament.  The  occlaiatory  law  ieaied  my  mouth. 
But  this  I  will  fay,  not  only  as  a  (busman,  politician 
and  philufopher,  but  as  a  ammcn  lawyer,  my  lords,  you 
have  no  rir;ht  to  tax  America. .  1  have  fearched  the  mat- 
ter. 1  le^eatit,  my  lords,  y  >u  Lave  no  right  to  tax 
Ameiica.     The  natural  rights  of  man,  and  the  immuu- 

table 
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table  la  •/■*  of  mt ure  art    !!    with    that    people.       Much 
■ftrefs  is  lii  1   01    the  fqprerne   legislative  authority    of 

Great  Britain,  a  H  (&  for  as  the  d  -c  trine  is  directed  to  its 
prouer  objetl  Lac  )  it.      Bit  it  is  equally  true,  ac- 

cording toall  approved  writers  on  government,   that  no 
man,  agreeable  to  the  principle!  of  natural  or  civil  liber- 
ty, can  be  divefted  of  any  part  of  his   property    without 
his  content.      Every  thing  has  been  ftaked  on  this  {ingle 
pofition,  that  a&s  of  parliament   mull  be    obeyed  :   but 
this    general,      unconditional,    unlimited    afl'ertion.      I 
am  far  from  thinking  applicable   to  every   poffible   cafe 
that  may  arile  in  the  turn  of  times.     For  my  part  I  im- 
agine that  a  power  rcfulting  from  a  truft   arbitrarily  ex- 
ercifed,  may  be  lawfully  refilled  ;  whether  the  power  is 
lodged    in  a  collective  body  or  lingle^  perfon,  in  the  few 
or  the  many.     However  modified  makes  no  difference. 
Whenever  the  truft  is  w  re  (led  to  the  injury  of  the  peo- 
ple, whenever    oppression  begins,  all    is   unlawful   and 
unjuft,    and    refinance    of  courfe    becomes   lawful  and 
right.      But  fome  lords  tell  us  feriously,   that    adminif- 
tration  mud    reduce   the  Americans  to    obedience  and 
fubmission,  that  is,  you  mud  make  them    abfolute   and 
infamous  slaves,   and  then  what  ?      We  will,    fay   they, 
give  them  full  liberty.      Ah  !  is  this  the  nature  of  man  ? 
No,  my  lords,  I  would  not  truft  myfelf,  American  as  I 
am,  in  this  lunation.      I  do  not  think  I  fhouid,    in  that 
cafe,  be  myfelf  for  giving    them    liberty.      No,  if    they, 
fubinited   to  luch  unjuft,   fuch  cruel,   fuch   degrading 
slavery,  I  fhouid  think  they  were  made  for  slaves  ;  thai: 
fertility  was  fuited  to  their  nature  and  genius.    I  fhouid 
think  they  would  bell  fexve  this  country  as  their  slaves ; 

that 
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that  their  fervility  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  Great- 
Britain;  and  I  (hould  be  for  keeping  fuch  Cappadocians 
in  a  Mate  of  fervitude,  fuch  as  was  fuited  to  their  con- 
ftitution,  and  might  redound  much  to  our  advan- 
tage." 

"  My  lords,  fome  noble  lords  talk  very  much  of  re- 
finance to  ads  of  parliament.  King,  lords  and  com- 
mons are  fine  founding  names.  But,  my  lords,  ads  of 
parliament  have  been  refilled  in  all  ages.  King,  lords 
and  commons  may  become  tyrants  as  well  as  others. 
Tyranny  in  one  or  more  is  the  fame.  It  is  as  lawful  to 
refill  the  tyranny  of  many  as  of  one.  Somebody  once 
afked  the  great  Mr.  Seldon,  in  what  law-book,  in  what 
lecoids  or  archieves  of  the  ftate  you  might  find  the  law 
for  refilling  tyranny.  "  I  don't  know  (foid  Mr.  Sel- 
don) whether  it  is  worth  your  while  to  look  deeply  into 
the  books  upon  this  matter;  but  I'll  tell  you  what  is 
moft  certain,  that  it  has  always  been  the  cuftora  of 
England  and  the  cuftomof  England  is  the  law  of  the 
land." 

*'  There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  need  not  name,  his 
works  are  well  received  and  well  known,  who  avoids  Hat- 
ing any  rule  when  refitlance  is  lawful ;  and  he  lays  down 
the  revolution  as  the  only  precedent.     He  fays,  that  the 
various  circumflances,  events  and  incidents  that  may  juf- 
tify,  cannot  be   defined  ;  but  the  people   at  large  will 
judge  of  their  welfare  and  happinefs,  and  ad  according- 
ly.    The  fame  writer  lays,  that  whenever  a  cafe  exad- 
ly  fimilar  in  all  its  parts  and  circumflances  to  the   revo- 
lution, when  a  c?fe  (hall  run  upon    all  Jours    with    that, 
than  the  law  feems  to  be  ftttied,  that  icftftance  is  law- 
ful. 
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ful.  I  «o  not  pretend  to  quote  his  words.  I  think  his 
meaning  is  very  much  as  I  have  it  ited  it-  But  undoubt- 
edly in  cafes,  in  many  refpe&s  diflimilar,  but  in  equal 
degree  tyrannical  and  oppressive,  refiftance  may  be 
lawful,  and  the  people  in  all  ages,  countries  and  climes, 
have  at  times  known  thefe  things,  and  they  have  aud 
will  for  ever  act  accordingly." 

Lord  Shelburne,  in  the  courfe  of  his  argument,  faid, 
•c  My  lords,  we  know,  we  all  know,  that  juftice  and  m- 
juftice,  right  and  wrong,  are  not  at  all  conudered  in  the 
courfe  of  our  parliamentary  proceedings.  We  ail  know 
that  nothing  is  debated  in  parliament  for  information 
or  conviction,  but  for  mere  form.  Every  thincr  is  con- 
fidered  in  the  cabinet  and  brought  into  parliament,  and 
not  for  confederation  but  for  the  fanftion  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  the  fcreening  the  councellors  of  the  king.  T'ie 
meafures  of  parliament  are  the  meafures  of  the  mia- 
ifter  ;  and  the  meafures  of  this  minifter  are  very  often 
thofe  of  his  commissioner/'  The  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham alfo  fupported  the  motion. 

Lords  Littleton,  Suffolk,  Gower,  Townfend,  Roch- 
ford  and  Weymouth  fpoke  in  oppofiuon.  I  omit  re- 
lating what  their  IprdQiips  faid,  left  I  ihould  be  fuf- 
pected  by  any  who  may  fee  this  journal,  of  an  unfair  re- 
port of  their  fpeechcs.     Bat  a  very    remarkable   faying 

of  Lord  G ,  I  cannot  omit.      His   lordffcip  faid, 

"  I  am  for  enforcing  these  meafures  (and  with  great 
fneer  and  contempt)  let  the  Americans  fit  talking  about 
their  natural  and  divine  rights,  their  rights  as  men  and 
citizens,  their  rights  from  God  and  nature/' 

The 
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The  houfe,  at  about  ten,  divided  after  the  proceeding 
debates,  on  tbequeilion,  contents  18,  non  contents  77, 
including  proxies. 

Thus  far  from  the  journal  of  Mr.  Ouincy. — 

On  the  9th  of  February  1775,  n^s  rcajefty  was  pre- 
fented  with  a  joint  addrefs  from  both  lords  and  com- 
mons, "  wherein  "  they  returned  thanks  for  the  commu- 
riitation  of  the  pipers  relative  to  the  (late  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  in  America,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a 
rebellion  actually  exifled  in  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  and  befeeched  his  majefly  that  he  would  take  the 
mofl  effectual meafures  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  authority  of  the  fupreme  legitlature,  and  begg- 
ed in  the  moil  folemn  manner  to  affure  his  majefty  that 
it  Was  theii  fitted  refolution,  at  the"  hazard  of  their  lives 
and  properties  to  Hand  by  his  majefty* againfl:  all  rebel- 
lious attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  juft  rights  of 
his  majefty,  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament."  The 
king  in  his  anfwer  allured  both  houfes  that  f  hey  might 
depend  upon  his  taking  the  moft  fpeedy  and  falutary 
meafures  for  enforcing  doe  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legislature. 

Thelotds  Richmond,  Cravan,  Archer,  Abergavea- 
ny,  Rockingham,  Wycombe,  Courtenay,  Torrington, 
Ponfonby,  Cholmondeley,  Abingdon,  Portland,  Gam - 
den,  Effingham,  Stanhope,  Scarborough,  Fitzwilliam, 
and  Tankerville  protefled  againft  "  an  addrefs  amount- 
incr  to  a  declaration  of  war,  which  is  founded  on  ho  pro- 
per  parliamentary  ^formation,  which  follows  the  rejec- 
tion of  every  mode  of  conciliation,  which  holdout  no 
iubfiantial  offer  of  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  wjhich  pro- 
mi  fes 
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mif-s  fupport  to  thofe  minifters  who  have  inflamed  A- 
merica.  and  g'ofsL,  rnifcohdu&ed  the  affairs  of  Great 
Britain." 

Oa  the  io'h  of  February,  Lord  North  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reft  rain  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  the  provinces  of  Maffichufetts -Bay,  and  New- 
Id  ampfhire,  the  colonies  of  Conneciicut  and  R'ioie- 
Iftand,  and  Providence  Plantations  in  North  A:nerica, 
to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britifli  IfLnds  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  to  prohibit  fuch  provinces  and  colo- 
nies from  carrying  on  any  fiihery  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland, or  other  places  therein  to  be  mentioned, 
under  certain  condiMois,  and  for  a  limited  time  — 
The  motion  for  a  bill  was  earned  by  a  majority  of  three 
to  one. 

On  the  20  h  of  February  lord  North  brought  into 
parliament  a  proportion  which  had  the  d  ;uhle  recom- 
mendation of  hold  rig  forth  the  femblance  of  concilia- 
tion, and  the  profpeii  of  an  eafement  of  Briiilh  taxes, 
by  a  productive  revenue  from  the  colonies.  It  thus 
fet  forth,  "  Refolved,  That  when  the  governor,  councd, 
and  aflembly,  or  general  court,  or  any  of  his  majefty's 
provinces  or  colonies  in  America,  mall  propofe  to  make 
provinon  accordng  to  the  condition,  circumftances,  and 
fituations  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  for  contributing 
their  proportion  for  the  common  defenca  (fuch  propor- 
tion to  be  raifed  under  the  authority  of  the  general  court 
or  general  alfemhly  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  anddifpo* 
fable  by  parliament)  atid  (hall  engage  to  make  pro.viiion 
aHoforthe  fupport of  the  civil  government,and  the  admin- 
iftration  of  jutlice  in  fuch  province  or  colony,  it  will  be 

Vol,  I,  Z  proper 
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proper,  if  fuch  propofal  fhall  be  approved  by  his  majefty 
and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch 
provifion  (hall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in  ref- 
pecl;  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax, 
or  affeflrnent,  except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  continue  to  levy  or  to  impofe  for  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  lafl 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch  province 
or  colony  refpe&ively." 

The  above  refolution  amazed  all  parties.  It  was  in- 
troduced in  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  the  minifter  affert- 
ed  that  it  would  be  an  infallible  touch  ftone  to  try  the 
Americans  ;  he  laid,  "  If  their  opposition  is  only  found- 
ed on  the  principles  which  they  pretend,  they  muft  a- 
gree  with  this  proportion,  but  if  they  have  defigns  in 
contemplation  different  from  thofe  they  avow,  their  re- 
fufal  will  convict  them  of  duplicity."  The  oppofitions 
to  the  motion  originated  among  thofe  who  had  fupport- 
ed  him  in  previous  questions.  They  heard  the  propor- 
tion with  honor  and  detection,  they  confidered  them- 
felves  as  abandoned  or  betrayed,  They  objected  to  the 
propofal  that  in  effect  it  was  an  acknowledgment  of 
fomething  grievious  in  the  idea  of  taxing  America  by 
parliament,  and  that  it  was  therefore  a  (hamcful  prevari- 
cation, and  a  icandalous  mean  departure  from  their  own 
principles.  They  declared  that  they  would  make  no 
concessions  to  rebels  with  arms  in  their  hands; 
and  that  they  would  enter  into  no  agreement  or  mea- 
fure  for  a  feifclernenl  with  the  Americans,  in  which  an 
exprefs  and  definitive  acknowledgement  irom  them  of 
the  fupremacy  of  parliament  was  not  a  preliminary  ar- 
ticle. 
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Lord  North  was  likely  to  be  deferred  by  a  number  of 
bis  adherents  and  particular  partizans  till  others  explain- 
ed the  confiflcncy  of  the  fcheme  with  their  former'  de- 
clarations. The  gentlemen  in  oppofiticn  faid  4*  The 
motion  is  infidious  bafe  and  treacherous  in  the  higheft 
degree."  The  minifter  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  cheat, 
and  dcfigned  as  the  moft  eligible  method  for  the  purpofe 
of  diluniting  the  Americans,  he  faid  "  If  it  does  no  good 
in  the  colonies,  it  will  do  good  here,  it  will  unite  the 
people  of  England  by  holding  out  to  them  a  diftinct 
object  of  revenue,  He  farther  faid,  u  As  it  tends  to  u- 
nite  England  it  is  likely  to  difunite  America,  for  if 
only  one  province  or  colony  accepts  theGtTer,  their  con- 
federacv,  which  only  makes  them  formidable  will  be 
broken/'  The  queftion  was  carried  on  a  divifion  of 
274  to  88. 

The  earl  of  EfSngham,  perceiving  that  the  regiment 
in  which  he  ferved  was  at  length  deflined  for  America, 
On  the  12th  of  March  177511c  fent  his  refignation  to 
the  fecretary  of  war.  In  his  letter  he  deeply  regretted 
of  being  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  the  military 
profession,  but  faid,  "  I  cannot  without  reproach  trom 
my  own  confeience,confent  to  bear  arms  againft  my  fel- 
low fubjects  in  America,  in  whata  to  my  difcemment,  is 
not  a  clear  caule,"  The  earl  confidered  it  ineonsiftent 
with  his  character,  and  beneath  bis  dignity  to  enforce 
measures  with  his  fword,  which  he  had  (o  utterly  con* 
demncd  in  his  legislative  capacity  ;  having  uniformly 
eppofed  the  whole  (yiiern  of  meaiures  puriued  againft 
the  Americans. 

During 
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During  the  fVflion  of  parliament  of  1 774, — 1775,  ^ 
number  of  petitions  were  delivered  in  favour  of  America, 
from  the  merchants,  traders  and  others,  of  London,  Brif- 
tol,  Glafgowy  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Manchefler,  Bir- 
mingham, Wolverhampton,  Dudley,  and  o'her  places  ; 
all  of  which,  on  their  being  preferred,  were  configned  to 
what  the  oppofi  ion  bampurouify  termed  "  the  commit- 
tee of  oblivion  :''  of  courfe  they  met  a  final  rejection. 

In  the  progrefs  oi  the  fishery  bill,  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  London,  petitioned  agunlt  it.  In  confe- 
quence  a  great  number  of  witnefses  were  examined,  and 
it  appeared,  that  in  1764  the  bur  New-England  colo- 
nies employed  in  their  ieveral  fifheries  45  880  ton  of 
(hipping,  and  6002  men,  and  that  the  produce  of  their 
fifheries  in  the  foreign  markets  for  that  year  amounted 
in  flerling  money  to  ^322,220:  iS  Hillings  ; — That 
the  fifheries  were  greatly  increafed  ;  that  all  the  materi- 
als used  in  them  except  fait,  and  the  timber  of  which 
their  veifels  were  built,  ^rere  taken  from  England,  and 
that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  hfh  were  remitted  to  Great 
Britain  ;  anu  that  there  was  near  a  million  of  mo- 
ney owing  from  Ne.w:-£ngland  to  the  city  of  London; 
The  petition  Rated,  tha*  the  calamities  conft  q  icnt  upon 
the  bid  mutt  fall  in  a  particular  degree  upon  the  inno- 
c*nt.  The  eafe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  would 
be  particularly  hard*  They  amounted  to  fome  thou- 
sands, nine-tenths  of  them  Quakers,  inhabiting  a  barren 
land  ;  but  by  an  aftonifhjng  indufhy  they  kept  140  vef- 
fels  in  conftant  employ,  eight  in  the  importation  of  pro- 
vifions  for  the  island,  and  the  reft  in  the  ^hzh  fifhery. 

The 
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The  Quakers  prefented  a  <)e  ition  in  behalf  of   their 
brethren  and  others,  the  nts    ot    Nantucket,   in 

whic  .         .  nnoccnec  indnftry,  Sec.  the 

utility  or  their  labours  to  themfelve^i  and  the  communis 

ty  ;  tne  penis  attending  their  occupation,  and  the  un- 
certainty of  their  gains,  ;  and  (bowed  that  if  the  bill  pafs- 
ed  into  a  law,  they  mail  fhortly  beexpofed  to  all  the 
miseries  01  a  famine. 

The  marq  lis  of  Rockingham,  upon  the  motion  for 
committing  the  fifhery  bill  alter  the  fecond  reading  op- 
pofed  it  flrenuous?y  in  the  courfe  0!  his  fpeech  he  ihew- 
ed  that  in  1  o^.  the  whole  amount  of  the  exports  to 
the  New -England  colonies  was  only  about  £jo  000  an- 
nually ;  that  in  17:4  it  had  an  fen  to  £i  80.000  in  the 
fucceeding  ten  years  to  £  4O0,Cfo0  and  in  the  lalt  ten 
years  had  nearly  doubled  that  fum. 

Lord  North  introduced  a  bill  on  the  9  h  of  March, 
"  to  re  ft  rain,  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of 
New^Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  a^d 
Sou;h  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Bri- 
tish islands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  under  certain  conditions 
and  limitations/'.  A  number  of  evidences  in  behalf  of 
the  Well- India  merchants  and  planters,  was  laid  before 
the  houfe  ;  while  this  bill  was  in  agitation  ;  upon  a  mo- 
derate computation  it  appeared  that  the  capital  in  the 
Weft- India,  Islands,  consifting  oi  lands,  buildings,  ne- 
groes, and  Mock  of  all  kinds,  did  net  amount  to  lets  than' 
£6q,o^o  000  flerling,  that  their  exports  of  late  )  ears  to 
Britain,  ran  to  about  190. coo  hogsheads  and  punche- 
ons of  fugar  and  rum  annual]}  ;   amounting  in  weight; 

to 
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to  95,000  tons,  and  in  value  abont  £4,000,000 
exclusive  of  a  great  number  of  fmaller  articles,  and  of 
their  very  great  export  to  North  America;  that  their 
growth  was  fo  rapid,  and  improvement  fo  great,  that 
within  a  few  years,  their  export  of  fugar  to  this  kingdom 
was  increafed  40,000  hogsheads  annually,  amounting 
to  £800000.  The  probability,  was  apparent,  that 
more  than  half  of  the  capital  of  £6o5ooo,000  was  either 
the  immediate  property  of  perfons  refident  in  this  coun- 
try, or  owing  to  them  ;  and  alfo  that  the  revenue  gain- 
ed above  £700,000  a  year  upon  the  direel  Weft-India 
trade,  exclu five  of  its  eventual  and  circuitous  produces, 
and  of  the  African  trade. 

His  ma  jelly  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers  on  the    13th 
March,  and  gave  Che  royal  affent  to  the  bill  for   reftrain- 
ing  the  trade  of  New* jerfey,    Pentifylvania,    Sec. — Mr, 
Burke,  made  a  number  of  conciliatory  propositions  with 
refpeci  to  the  colonies,  on  the  20th  March.       He  made 
it  appear,  that  the  whole  exports  to  North-America,  tke 
Wen- Indies  and   Africa,   in    1704,    from    England    a- 
mounted  only  in  value  to  ,£"569,930  ;  and  in  1772    the 
s  exports  to  the  fame  places  amounted    to   no    lefs   than 
£6,024,171.     He  alfo   mewed  that    the   whole    export 
trade  of  England,  including   that  to   the   colonies,   a- 
mounted  in  1704,  only  to £6,509,000.     Thus  the  trade 
to  the  colonies    a]one  was    in    1772,    within  lefs   than 
half  a  million  of  being  equal  to  what  was  carried  on   by 
England  with  the  whole  world,  at  the   beginning  of  the 
prefent  century.      However  aftoniChing  the    inereafe    of 
the  colonies  may  appear  ;  that  of  the  province  of  Pimn- 
fvlvania  is  fliil  more  extraordinary,    In  1704,  the  whole 

exports 
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exports  to  that  colony  amounted  to  no  more  than 
£  11,4V).  ana*  in  1772  they  were  rifea  to  .£507,909  — 
Mr,  Burke's  proportions  were  rejected.  Mr.  Hartley, 
notwiihftanding  the  ill  fuccefs,  which  attended  all  con- 
ciliatory proportions  was  not  deterred  from  making  a 
fimilar  one.      His  motion  was  rejected  without   a   divi- 

fion. An  additional  claufe  was  moved    for  by    the 

mini  tier,  during  the  progrefs  of  the  fecond  reftraining 
bill  ;  whereby  the  counties  of  New  Caflle,  Kent,  and 
Suffex  on  the  Deleware,  were  included  in  the  prohibi- 
tions of  that  bill,  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

The  merchants,  traders,  and  other  citizens  of  Lon» 
don,  not  dit  ;ouraged  by  the  ill  fate  of  former  applicati- 
ons. On  the  loth  of  April  once  more  approached  the 
throne,  with  an  addrefs,  remonflrance  and  petition.  In 
this  remonftranee  they  recapitulated  the  whole  catalogue 
of  American  grievances  ;  declared  their  abhorrence  of 
the  meafures  which  had  been  puriued  and  were  then 
purfuing  ;  and  juRifiecl  the  refiftance  to  which  the  A- 
rnericans  had  be-n  driven,  upon  the  great  principles  of 
the  confutation.  They  befeeched  hismajefty  to  difrni fs 
immediately  and  for  ever  from  his  councils,  thofe  wick- 
ed mini  Iters  and  advifers,  who  had  been  at  the  bottom 
oi  the  proceeding  meamrcs.  His  majefty  returned  the 
following  anfwer.  "  Ic  is  with  the  utrnoft  aftonifhment, 
that  I  find  any  of  my  fubje&s,  capable  of  encouraging 
the  rebellious  difposkion  which  unhappily  exius  in  my 
colonies  in  North  America.  Having  entire  confidence 
in  the  wifdom  of  my  parliament,  the  great  council  of  the 
nation,  I  will  ileadily  purfue  thole  mgaiures  which  they 
have  recommended  for  thefupport  of  the  ccnftitutional 

rights 
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rights  of  Great  Britain  and  tbc  prote&ion  of  the    com- 
mercial rights  of  my  kingdom/' 

The  Maflachufetrs  congrefs  on  the  3d  of  May,  em- 
powered the  receiver  general  to  borrow  feventy  five 
tboufrnd  pounds  fteiling  upon  notes,  bearing  an  inter- 
eft  oi  fix  per  cent,  in  order  to  (up port  their  forces  ;  they 
alfu  forwarded  a  letter  to  the  continental  congrefs,  con- 
taining accounts  of  iheir  proceedings.  In  which  thsy 
mentioned,  "the  fudden  e\:g  ncy  of  our  pub'  c  affairs, 
preduded  the  poffi  nlity  of  waiting  for  your  direction  in 
thefe, important  rn?afurrc.rir.>ie  efpecially  as  a  conri.i^r- 
able  reinforcement  from  Great  Britain  is  daily  expected 
in  this  colony,  and  we  ait  now  reduced  to  the  fad  alterna- 
tive oi  defending  ouifelves  by  arms,  or  fubmitdng  to  be 
flaugnrered." 

The  Maffachuferts  congrefs  on  the  5th  May,  refold- 
ed, "  That  general  Gdge  has,  by  the  late  tranfa&ions, 
and  many  other  means,  utterly  difquaiified  himfelf  from 
ferving  his  colony  as  a  governor,  or  in  any  other  capaci- 
ty ;  and  that  therefore  no  obedience  is  in  future  due  to 
him  ;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be  confidtr- 
ed  and  guarded  againft  as  an  unnatural  and  inveterate 
enemy  to  the  country." 

The  city  ot  New-Yoik  after  the  hofliliries  in  the 
Maffachufeits,  was  thrown  into  fuch  a  fiate  of  tumult 
and  confufion,  that  it  was  considered  expedient,  with  a 
view  of  reftoring  tranquility  and  oi  der,  to  appoint  a  gen- 
eral committee  confiding  of  a  hundred  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New-Yoik.  This  committee  on  the  5th  of 
May,  addreiTed  a  letter  to  tbe  lord  mayor,  alderman  and 
common  council  of  the  city   of  London,  it    was  figned 

by 
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QT  The  reader  will    pleafe  to   obferve,    that   after 
baling  read  the  paragraph    refpe^in:*  the    merchants, 
traders  and  other  citiz-ns  of  London,  &cz.  and  to  which 
his  majefty  returned  an  anfver.      He  will  then  read.  th« 
following  letters   pal^d    between    governor    Tiumball 
and  general  Gage;  after  which,  he  will  read  on  at  the 
place  where  it  fays  ;  The  Mallachufetts  Congrefs  on  the 
3d  of  May,  empowered  the  receiver  general  8cz.  &c.— ^ 
The  author  of  this  hiftory  apologifes  for  the  fame,  hav- 
ing    inadvertently    omitted    inferring    them    in    their 
proper  place;    and  in    no  other   way  could  he   recti- 
fy the  miflake  than  in  the  manner  it  now  appears,  as,the 
printer    had    proceeded   in    printing   this    edition   be- 
yond  it  a  great  many  pages,  before  the  author  difcover* 
cd  the  miflake  or  ozniilion. 


The  general  aflemhly  of  Connecticut  appointed 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  Oliver  Wolcot,  Efq.  a  committee 
from  their  body,  to  wait  upon  general  Gage,  and  deSr- 
ed  governor  Trumbull  to  write  to  the  general  in  be- 
halt  of  the  general  ailembly  of  faid  colony,  relative  to 
the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and  the  late  unfortunate 
tranfa&ions  in  the  MaiTacauleits.  On  the  28th  of  A- 
pril  he  wrote  as  folio.vs  : 

Hartford,  April  28th,  1775. 
SIR, 

THE  alarming  fifcuation  of  public  affairs  in  this 

country,  and  the  late    unfortunate   tranfadions   in    the 

province  of  the  Maffachuletts  Bay,  having  induced  the 

general  affembly  of  this  colony,  now    fitting    ia    this 

Vol.  I.  place 


192  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE     a.d.  1775; 

place,  to  apooinra  com  nitr.ee  of  their  body  to  wait  up- 
on voir  excellency,  an1  to  dafire  Tie,  in  their  name, 
to  write  to  you  relative  to  thefe  very  iaterefting  mat. 
ters. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  people  of  your  province,  and  edeem 
themfelves  bound  by  the  ftrongell  ties  of  friend fhip,  as 
well  as  of  common  intered,  to  regard  with  attention 
whatever  concerns  them.  You  will  not  therefore  be 
furpri  fed  that  your  fird  arrival  at  Bo  (Ion,  with  a  body 
of  his  majefty's  troops,  for  the  declared  purpofeof  car- 
rying into  execution  certain  a&s  of  parliament,  which, 
in  their  apprehends,  were  unconditional  and  op- 
preflive^  mould  have  given  the  goad  people  of  this  co- 
lony a  very  juft  and  general  alarm  ;  your  fubfequ^nt 
proceedings  in  fortifying  t^e  town  of  Badon,  and  other 
military  preparations,  greaily  increafed  their  apprehen- 
lion  for  the  fafeiy  of  their  friends  and  brethren  ;  they  could 
not  be  unconcerned  Delators  of  their  (offerings  in  thac 
which  they  e  deemed  the  common  caufe  of  this  coun- 
try ;  but  the  late  ho'tile  and  fecret  inroads  of  fome  of 
the  troops  under  your  command  into  ihe  heart  of  the 
country,  and  the  violences  they  have  committed,  have 
driven  them  almod  into  a  dare  of  defperation.  Tney 
feel  nuw  no:  only  lor  th  ir  friends,,  but  for  themfelves, 
ana  their  dcareli  interefis  and  connections.  We  wifh 
no*;  toexa^erate,  ^e  ar^  not  fuve  of  every  part  ot  our 
information  ;  but,  by  the  belt  intelligence  that  we  have 
yet  been  a-?.l<j  10  obtain,  the  Idte  tranfafrion  was  a  moil; 
unprovoked  attack  upon  the  lives  and  property  of  his 
majeiiy's  fubjecfo;  and  it  is  reprefented  to  us,  that  luch 

out* 
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outrages  have  been  committed  as    would   difgrace  even 
barbarians,  and  much  more  Britain,    fo  highly    famed 
for  humanity  as  well  as   bravery  :  it  is  feared  therefore 
that  we  are  devoted  to   deftrucii  >n,  and  that  you  have 
it  in  command  and  intention  to  ravage  and  defolate  the 
country.     If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  permit  us  to  ail,  why 
have  thefe  outrages    been  committed  I      Why    is    the 
town  of  Bofton  now  (hut  up?      Aid  to    what  end  are 
all  the  hoftile  preparations  that  are    daily  making,   and 
why  do  we  continually  hear  of  freih  Jeftinatiqoj  of  troops 
for  this  country  ?    The  people  of  this  colony,  you  may 
rely  upon  it,  abhor  the  idea  of  taking  arms  again  It  the 
troops  of  their  fovereign,  and  dread  nothing  fo  much  as 
the  honors  of  a  civil  war;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  beg 
leave  to  affure  your  excellency,  that  as  they  apprehend 
themfelvesjuftified  by  the  principle  of  felf   defence,  fo 
they  aremoft  firmly  refolved  to  defend  their  rlzhts  and 
privileges  to  the  lad  extremity;  nor  will  they    be    ref- 
trained  from  giving  aid  to  their  brethren,  if  any  unjusti- 
fiable attack  is  made  upon  them.     Be  fo   good,    there* 
tore,  as  to  explain  yourfelf  upon  this    moil   important 
fubjeft,  as  far  as  is  confident   with  your    duty    to    oar 
common  fovereign.— Is  there  no  v±y   to  prevent  this 
unhappy  difpute  from  coming  to  excre  nicies  ?     Is  there 
no  alternative  but  abfolute  fubmi  Son,  or  the   defMati- 
onsofwar?    By  that  humanity    which   conlitute*    fo 
amiable  a  part  of  your  character,  for  the  ho  loir  of  our 
fovereign,  and  by  the  glory  of  the   Britiih    empire,  ure 
intreat  you  to  prevent  it,  if  it  be  po(Sole  ;  furely  it  is  to  03 
hoped  that  the  temperate  wifdo.n  ot  the   empire  migit, 
evea  yet,  find  expedients  to  reliore   peace,  that    fo  all 

part 
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parts  of  the  empire  may  enjoy  their  particular  rights, 
hononrs  and  immunities  :  certainly  this  is  an  event 
mo.n  devoutly  to  be  wifhed  for  ;  and  will  it  not  be  con- 
fident with  your  duty,  to  fufpend  the  operations  of  war 
on  your  part,  and  enable  us  on  ours  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people,  at  lead  till  the  refult  of  fome  further  de- 
liberations may  be  known,  The  importance  of  * 
will,  we  doubt  not,  fuffici  for  the  eameftnefs  with 

you,  and  any  feeming  may  attend  it  as 

well  as  induce  you  to  give  us  the  mod  explicit  and  fa- 
vourable anfwer  in  your  power, 

I  am,  with  great  efteem  and  refpecl:, 
In  behalf  of  the  general  affembly, 
Sir,  &c. 

JON.  TRUMBULL, 

His  Excellency  General  Gage's  anfwer,  to   the  foregoing 

letter. 

Boston,  May  the  %d,  1775. 

SIR, 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettef 

of  the  28th  of  April  laft,  in  behalf  of  the  general  aiTem- 
bly  of  your  colony,  relative  to  the  alarming  fituation  of 
public  affairs  in  this  country,  and  thi  late  tranfa&ions 
in  this  province:  that  this  fituation  is  greatly  alarm- 
ing, and  that  thefe  transactions  are  truly  unfortu- 
nate, are  truths  to  be  regretted  by  every  friend 
to  America,  and  by  every  well  wither  for  the  peace, 
profperity  and  happinefs  of  this  province.  The  inti- 
mate 
t 

•  The  feir  words  wanting  the  author  of  this  history  could  not  discern 
being  defaced  and  worn  out,  that  they  were  entirely  unintelligible  i  and  he 
terould  not  venture  to  substitute  anj  in  their  place. 
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mate  connexion  and  (Iron jt  tics  of  friendmip   between 
the  inhabitants  of  your  colony,  and  the  deluded  people 
of  >bi§  province,  caanot  tail  ot    inducing  the  fVrner  to 
interpofe  their  g  >od  offices  to  convince  the  Utter  of  the 
impiopiiety  of  their  pad  conduct,  and  to  perfuaiethem 
to  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  to   feelc  redrels  of  any 
fuppoled  grievances,  in  thofe  decent  and  conftitutional 
methods  in  which  alone  they  can  hope  to  be  fuccefsfuL 
Thit  troops  fhould  be  employed  for  the  purpofe  of 
protecting  the  magiitrates  in  the  execution  of  their  duty, 
when  oppofed  by  violence,  is  not  a  new  thing  in    the 
Englifh  or  any  other  government  :  that  any  a6fcs  of  the 
Bntifh  parliament  are  unconditional  or  oppreflive,  I 
am  nor  to  iuppoie  ;  if  any  fuch  there  are,  in  the  appre- 
henfion  of  the  people  of  this  province,  it  had  been  hap- 
py for  them,  if  they  had  fought  for  relief  only  in    the 
way  which  the  conflitution,   their  reafoa  and   their  in- 
ter eft  pointed  out. 

You  cannot  wonder  at  my  fortifying  the  town  of 
Bofton,  or  my  making  any  other  military  preparations, 
when  yea  are  allured,  that  previous  to  my  taking  thefe 
ileps,  fuch  was  the  open  threats*  and  fuch  the  warlike 
preparations  throughout  this  province,  as  rendered  it 
my  indifpenfible  duty  to  take  every  precaution  in  my 
power,  for  the  protedion  of  his  majedy's  troops  under 
my  command,  againil  any  hcilile  attempts.  The  in* 
telli  to  have  received,  relative  (ion 

of  a  body  of  troops  altogether  injurious  and 

contrary  to  the  true  (late  of  fa£b  ;   the  troops   difclaim, 
with  indignation,  the  barbarous  outrages  of  which  they 

are 
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are  accufed,  fo  contrary  to  their  known  humanity.  I  have 
taken  the  greateft  pains  to  difcover  if  any  were  commit-, 
ted  and  have  found  examples  of  their  tendernefs  both 
to  the  young  and  the  old,  but  no  veflage  of  cruelty  or 
barbarity  :  it  is  very  poflibls  that  in  firing  into  houTes, 
from  whence  they  were  fired  upon,  that  old  men,  wo- 
men and  children  may  have  fuffered  ;  but  it  any  fuch 
thing  has  happened,  it  was  in  their  defence,  and  unde- 
figned.  I  have  no  command  to  ravage  and  defolate 
the  country,  and  were  it  my  intention  I  have  had  pre- 
tence to  begin  it  upon  the  fea  ports,  who  are  at  the 
mercy  of  the  fleet.  For  your  bitter  information  I  en- 
clofe  you  a  narrative  of  that  affair,  taken  from  gentlemen 
of  indifputable  honour  and  veracity,  who  were  eye  wit- 
nefTes  of  all  the  tranfa&ioos  of  that  day.  The  leaders 
here  have  taken  pains  to  prevent  any  accounts  of  this 
affair  getting  abroad,  but  fuch  as  they  have  thought  pro- 
per to  publifh  themfelves  ;  and  to  that  end  the  poll  has 
been  flopped,  the  mails  broke  open,  and  letters  taken 
cut ;  and  by  thefe  means  the  mod  injurious  and  inflam* 
matory  accounts  have  been  fpread  throughout  the  con. 
tinent,  which  has  ferved  to  deceive  and  inflame  th« 
minds  of  the  people. 

When  the  refolves  ot  the  provincial  Congrefs 
breathed  nothing  but  war,  when  thofe  two  great  and  ef- 
fential  prerogatives  of  the  king,  the  levying  of  troops, 
and  dipofing  of  the  public  monies  were  wrefted  from 
him  ;  and  when  magazines  were  forming,  by  an  affembly 
of  men  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  for  the  declared 
purpofe  of  levy ing  war  againft  the  king,  you  muff  ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge  it  was  my  duty,  as  it  wis  the  di&ate  of  hu- 
manity to  prevtnt,  it  pofFible,  the  calamities  of  civil 
wai,  by  deftroying  (uch  magazines.  Tnis,  and  this  a- 
lone,  I  attempted.  You  a'.k,  why  is  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  now  fhut  up  ?  I  can  only  refer  you  for  an  anfwec 
to  thofe  bodies  of  armed  men  .who  now  furround  the 
town,  and  prevent  all  accefs  to  it.  The  boftile  prepa- 
rations you  mention,  are  fuch  as  the  condr^  of  the 
people  of  this  province  has  rendered  it  prudent  to  make, 
for  the  defence  of  thofe  under  my  command. 

You  affure  me  the  people  of  your  colony  abhor  the 
idea  of  taking  up  arms  againfl:  the  troops  of  their  fove- 
reign  ;  I  wifh  the  people  of  this  province,  for  their  own 
fakes,  could  make  the  fame  declaration.  You  enquire, 
is  there  no  way  to  prevent  this  unhappy  difpute  from 
corning  to  extremities  ?  Is  there  no  alternative,  but 
abfolutefubmiffion  or  the  defolations  of  war  ?  I  an- 
fwer, I  hopeihere  is  ;  the  king  and  parliament  feem  to 
hold  out  terms  of  reconciliation,  confident  with  the 
honour  and  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  rights  of 
the  colonies  ;  they  have  mutually  declared  their  readi- 
nefs  to  attend  to  any  real  grievances  of  the  colonies,  and 
to  afford  them  every  ju ft  and  reafonable  indulgence, 
which  (hall,  tn"  a  dutiful  and  conftittrtional  manner  be 
laid  before  them  ;  and  his  majefty  adds,  it  is  his  ardent 
wifh,  that  this  difpohu  #n  may  have  a  happy  effect  oa 
the  temper  and  conduct  of  his  fubje:is  in  America  :  I 
muft  add  likewiie  the  resolution  o»  the  27th  of  Feb.  on 
the  grand  riiipute  of  taxation  and  revenue,  leaving  it  to 
the  colonies  to  tax    themfeives,   under  certain  conditi. 

OOS. 


*$%  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.  d.  1775, 

ons.  Here  is  furely  a  foundation  far  an  accommyia- 
tion,  to  people  who  wiih  a  reconciliation  rather  thai  a 
deftruftive  war,  between  countries  fo  nearly  conrrc&tfl 
by  the  ties  of  blood  and  iniered  ;  but  I  fear  the  leader! 
of  this  province  have  been,  and  dill  are  intent  only  on 
fhedding  blood. 

Iain  much  obliedby  your  favourable   fentiments 
of  my  peifonal  character,  and  allure  you  as  ic  has  been 
my  conftant  wifh   and  endeavour   hitherto,    fo  I    (hall, 
continue  to  exeu  my  utmod  efforts,   to    protei  all  his 
nr>a  jelly's  liege  fubje&s  under  my  property.     You  ask 
whether  it  will  noi  be  confident  vith  my  duty  to   fuf- 
peni  the  operations  of  war  on  my    pare  ?  1    have  com- 
menced no  operations  ot  war  but    deenfive  :    fuch  as 
you  cannot  wilh  metofufpsnd,  whiie  I  am  furrounded 
by  an  armed  countrv,  who    have    already    begun,   and 
threaten  farther  to  profecute  an  offenfive  war,  and    are 
now  violently  depriving    me,   the    king's   troops,   and 
many  other  of  the  kind's  fubje&s  under  my  immediate 
protection,  of  all  the  conveniences  and   neceHaries  of 
life,  with  which  the  country  abounds ;  but  it  mud  quiet 
the  minds  of  all  reafonable  people,  when  I  allure  you, 
that  I  have  no  difpofition  to   injure  aad   moled  quiet 
and  peaceable  fubjra*;  but  on  the  contrary  (hail  elleern 
it  my  greateft  bappinefs  to  defend  and  profef*   them  a- 
gainft  every  fpeaes  of  violence  and  oppression. 

1  am,  Sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  GAGE. 
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bv  feventy.feven  of  them.  Therein  they  declared,  that 
"  The  difpofal  of  their  own  property  with  perfecl  fpon- 
tanicty,  and  in  a  manner  wholly  divefted  of  every  ap- 
pearance of  Co  n  (If  a  in  t,  is  their  indefectible  birth  right*. 
This  exalted  bleffingthey  are  abfolutely  determined  to 
defend  with  their  blood,  and  to  transfer  uncontaminated 
to  their  p  >flerity."  They  profefTed  their  willingnefs  in 
fub  nitting  to  a  regulation  of  commerce,  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  mother  country,  excluding  in  its  nature,  ev- 
ery iJea  of  taxation  ;  but  reprobitcd  with  deteflation 
lord  North's  conciliatory  plan.  They  gave  affirance, 
"  that  America  is  grown  fo  irritable  by  oppression,  that 
the  lead  (hock  in  any  part  is,  by  the  mod  powerful  and 
fympatbetic  affeclion,  inftantaneously  felt  through  the 
whole  continent.  That  while  the  whole  continent  are 
ardently  wifhing  for  peace  on  fuch  terms  as  can  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  Englifbmen,  they  are  indefatigable  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  lad  appeal."  Toward  the  clofe  they  fa.J, 
"  We  fpeak  Uhe  real  fentimenfs  of  the  confedera  ed  co- 
lonies on  the  continent,  from  Nova -Scotia  to  Georgia, 
when  we  declare,  that  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war  will 
never  compel  America  to  fubmit  to  taxation  fy  authori- 
ty of  parliament. 

On  the  6h  of  May,  upwards  of  a  thoufand  of  the 
principal  nhab;tan<s  of  die  city  aud  county  of  New. York, 
figned  an  affociation.  Wherein  they  declared  in  the  mofl 
folemn  manner,  that  they  associated  to  endeavour  carry- 
ing into  execution,  whatever  rneafures  might  be  recom* 
mended  by  the  continental  cngvefs  or  the  refolutions 
by  their  own  provincial  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of 
preferving  their  confutation,  and  oppoGng  the  execu- 
Vol.  I.  A  a  tion 
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tionofthe  cpprefsiveaas  of  the  Britifh  parliament,  until 
a  reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on 
. conditional  principles  lliall  be  obtained;  that  they 
would  follow  in  every  thing  the  advice  of  their  general 
committee,  refpefling  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  the  prefer- 
vation  of  peace  and  good  order,  *nd  the  fafety  of  indi- 
viduals and  private  property. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  assembly  of    Pennfylvania, 
added  three  more  deputies  to  their  number  to   reprefent 
them  in  general  congrefs.      Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin, 
who  having  lately  arrived   from    England    was    chofen 
firlt  on  the  lift.      Bo&or  Franklin    whilft   at    England 
a&ed  as  agent  for  feveral  of  the  colonies.      Several   let- 
ters had  been  written  by  governor  Hutchinfon,   lieuten- 
ant governor  Oliver  and  others  in  Bofton   in    the    year 
J773>  t0  pe^cr.s  in  power  and  ofSce  in  England,  which 
contained  a  very  unfavourable  reprefentation  of   public 
affairs,  and  tended  to  (hew  the  necessity  of  coercive  mea- 
fores,  &c.      Thefe  lettters    fell    into   the    hands   of  the 
Doclor,  who  tranfrnitted  them  to  Bofion.       Soon  after 
the  assembly  of  Massachufetts,  agreed  on  a  petition  and 
remonitrance  to  his  majefty,  wherein  they  declared  their 
governor,  and  lieutenant  governor  to  be  enemies  to  the 
colonies  and  prayed  for    juilice    againft    them,  and    for 
their  i'peedy  removal  from  their    places  ;    they    charged 
them  with  bang  betrayers  of  their  ti  ufts,  aid  of  the  people 
they   governed,  and  of  giving  private,  partial,  and   falle 
information.      The  merits  of  this  petition   and    remon- 
itrance, were  difcuffed  before  his  majefty 's   privy  coun- 
€il.     Mr.  Wedderburne,  who  defended    the   governor 

and 
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and  lieutenant  governor.  In  the  courfe  of  his  pleadings, 
inveighed  againft  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  fevcrefl  language 
as  the  fomenter  of  the  difputes   between  the   two  coun- 
tries ;  he  poured  forth  fuch  a  torrent  of  virulent  abufe  as 
fcarce  ever  before    took  place   in  judicial  proceedings. 
Doftor  Franklin  whilft  in  England  gave  great  umbrage 
to  the  miniftry,  by  his  popular  writings  in  favor  of  Ame- 
rica ;  two  pieces  of  his   in   particular  attracted   a   large 
fliare  of  public  attention,  and  had  an  extenfive  influence 
on  both  udes  of  the  Atlantic.      In  thofe  pieces  he  expof- 
ed  the  claims  of  the  mother  country,  and    the   proceed- 
ings of  the  Britifh  miniftry,  with  the  feverity    of   poig- 
nant fatire.     The  firfl  purported  to  be  an  edict  from  the 
king  of  Prussia.,  for  taxing  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain as  descendants  of  emigrants    from    his   dominions. 
The  other  was  entitled,  "  rules  for  reducing  a  great  em- 
pire to  a  fmall   one."      DoQor    Fanklin    having   given 
fuch  high  offence  by  thofe  writings,  and  the  tranfmisst- 
on  of  the  letters  of  governor    Huthinson,  and  lieutenant 
governor  Oliver,  that  he  was  immediately  difmissedfrorri 
the  office  of  deputy   pofi  mailer  general  for  the  colonies 
which  he  held  under  the  crown. 

On  the  26:0  February  1775,  a  petition  was  offered 
from  Mr.  Bollen,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Lee,  to  the 
houfe  of  commons;  dating  that  they  were  authorifed, 
by  the  American  continental  congrefs,  to  prefent  a  pe- 
tition to  the  king,  which  petition  his  majefty  had  referr- 
ed to  that  houfe.  They  mentioned  that  they  were  ena- 
bled to  throw  great  light  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  at  the  ba',  in  iupport  oi  the  laid  peti- 
tion 
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lion.     After  a  violent  debate  it  was  rejected    by  218    to 
68. 

Lord  Chatham  on  the  8  b  of  Febnary  1775,  b1  ought 
into  the  houre  of  lords,  the  outlines  of  a  bill,  under  the 
title  of  "  a  provincial  a6l  for  fe.tling  the  troubles 
in  America,  and  for  afferting  the  fupreme  legislative  au- 
thority, and  fuperintending  power  of  Great  Britain  over 
the  colonies."  This  bill  octalioned  a  variety  of  difcuf- 
fion.  His  lcrdfhip  a^ter  he  explained  and  fupported 
every  part  of  it,  fat  down.  Lord  Dartmouth  then  rofe 
and  faid,  "  it  contained  matter  of  fuch  magnitude  as  to 
require  confederation,  and  therefore  hoped,  that  the  no- 
ble earl  did  not  expeft  their  lordfhips  to  decide  upon  it 
by  an  immediate  vote,  but  would  be  willing  it  mould  lie 
on  the  table  for  confideration."  Lord  Cha  hd.n  anfwer- 
ed,  "  I  expect  no  more."  Upon  this  lord  Sandwich 
rofe,  and  in  a  petulent  peevifk  manner,  oppofed  its  be- 
ing received  at  all,  he  faid,  "  it  ought  immediately  to  be 
rcjefted  with  the  contempt  it  delerved. — That  he  could 
not  believe  it  to  be  the  production  of  any  Britifh  peer. 
— That  it  appeared  to  him  rather  the  woik  of  f  me  A- 
merican."  And  turning  himfelf  towards  Dr.  Franklin 
who  was  leaning  on  the  bar,  faid,  "  he  iuncied  he  had 
in  his  eye  the  perfon  who  drew  it  up,  one  of  the  bitter- 
eft  and  moil;  mifchievous  enemies  this  country  had  ever 
known,"  Lord  Chatham,  in  reply  to  lo'd  Sandwich, 
declared,  "  The  conciliatoiy  bill  propofed  by  him  to 
be  entirely  his  own,  but  he  made  no  touple  to  declare 
that  if  he  were  the  f i 2  it  minifler  of  the  country,  and  had 
the  care  of  letting  this   momentous    bun^efs,  he  mould 

not 
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not  be  aftnmed  of  publicly  calling  to  his  assiflance  a 
per  Ton  fo  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  the  whole  ot  the 
American  affairs  as  the  gentleman  alluded  to  (Dr. 
Franklin)  and  fo  injuriously  reflected  upon.  One 
whom  all  Europe  held  ia  high  eftirnation  for  his  know- 
ledge and  wifdom,  and  ranked  with  her  Boyles  and  her 
N  jwioms — vho  was  an  honour,  not  only  to  the  En- 
glim  nation,  but  to  human  nature." 

D  >&or  Fother^ilJ,  who  in  the  courfe  of  his  daily 
vifits  among  fhe  high  an  i  great  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  had  the  bed  opportunity  of 
knowing  their  undifguifed  fentiments,  wrote  to  Doctor 
Franklin,  on  the  evening  before  he  left  London.  "  That 
whatever  fpecious  pretences  were  offered,  they  were  all 
hollow,  and  that  to  get  a  larger  field  on  which  to  fatten 
a  herd  of  worthleis  parafites,  was  all  that  was  in- 
tended." 

It  is  aflerted  that  many  ludicrous  (lories  have  been 
told  of  the  Americans,  in  both  houfts  of  parliament, 
greatly  to  the  entertainment  of  miniflry.  They  have 
been  pronounced  daiiardly  cowards  and  poltroons,  to  be 
looked  into  fubmijfion  at  the  approach  of  a  regiment.  It 
is  faid,  that  an  American  durlt  not  lock  at  a  red  coat,  or 
a  grenadiers  cap.  This  languag3  thefenator  holds  lurch 
n  the  fenate;  and  the  general  at  the  head  of  an  army. 
General  Grant  has  declared,  that  with  five  regiments  on- 
ly he  would  be  capable  of  marching  fuccelslully  from 
one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.  Every  fubaltein 
upon  half  pay  conceives  himfelf  as  qualified  for  fubdu- 
ing  America.     This  paffes  for  a  maxim,  and  to  doubt 

it 
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it  is  thought  fcepticifm.  If  a  man  fays  otherwife,  he  is 
pointed  at  as  an  enemy  of  his  country.  Some  gentlemen 
of  high  rank  in  the  Britifh  army,  have  treated  with  the 
utmoft  indignity  and  contempt  all  idea  of  refinance  by 
the  Americans.  They  have  faid,  "  They  are  neither 
foldiers,  nor  ever  can  be  madefo,  being  naturally  of  a 
pusillanimous  difpofition,  and  utterly  incapable  of  any 
fort  of  order  and  difcipline  ;  and  by  their  lazinefs,  un- 
cleanlinefs,  and  radical  defect  of  conftitution,  they  are 
difabled  from  going  through  the  fervice  of  a  campaign, 
but  will  melt  away  with  Gcknefs  before  they  can  face  an 
enemv  ;  fo  that  a  slight  force  will  be  more  than  lufficient 
for  their  complete  reduction/' 

The  Massachusetts  committee  of  fafety  on  the  gth  of 
May  ordered  the  commanding  officers  to  march  one  half 
of  the  militia,  and  all  the  minute  men  of  ten  neighbour- 
ing towns  fortwith  to  Roxbury,  in  order  that  the  Bri- 
ti(h  might  not  poUefs  themfelves  of  that  poll.  On  the 
4th  of  May  they  rceeived  advice,  that  a  number  of 
tranfports  with  troops  had  arrived  at  Bo  (Ion  from  Eng. 
land.  Information  was  alfo  obtained  that  general  Gage 
enteitained  a  defign  of  taking  pofTession  of  it.  General 
Thomas,  who  having  the  command  there,  in  order  to 
fruil rate  the  de(ign  of  general  Gage  ;  began  marching 
his  troops,  which  con  (Hied  only  of  feven  hundred 
men,  round  and  round  the  hill,  by  which  he  multiplied 
their  appearance  to  fuch  who  was  reconnoirering  them 
at  Bofton.  The  drefs  of  his  men  was  various,  confid- 
ing of  their  common  cloathing,  which  prevented  thedif. 
covery  of  a  deception.  This  impofition  probably  pre- 
vented general  Gage  from  attacking  the  poll. 

An 
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An  expedition  was  early  planned  in  Connecticut 
by  Messrs.  Deane,  Woofter,  Parfons,  Stevens,  and  o- 
thers,  of  fecuring  Tyconderoga.  Situated  on  a  pro- 
montary,  formed  at  the  junction  of  the  waters  of  Lake 
George  and  Lake  Champlain ;  being  the  key  of  all 
communication  between  New-York  and  Canada.  In 
order  for  obtaining  possession  of  this  valuable  poll. 
They  applied  to  the  aflembly  for  a  loan  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollar?,  which  was  furnifhed,  and  after  a  fuffi. 
cient  quantity  of  powder  and  ball  being  provided  they 
fet  off  tor  Bennington  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  colo- 
nel Ethan  Allen  of  that  place.  Two  hundred  and  fe« 
ventv  men,  who  are  called  green  mountain  boys,  were 
fpeedily  collected  at  Caitleton,  which  was  fixed  on  as  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  At  this  place  colonel  Arnold, 
who,  though  attended  only  with  a  fervant,  was  profe- 
cuting  the  fame  object;  unexpectedly  joined  them.  Ar- 
nold was  appointed  col  jnel  on  ihe  3d  of  May,  by  the 
committee  of  Maflaehufetts.  The  day  after  his  getting 
to  Cambridge  with  his  volunteer  company,  he  attended 
en  the  Maflaehufetts  committee  of  fafety,  and  reported 
that  there  were  at  Tyconderoga  80  pieces  of  heavy  can- 
non, 20  ofbrafsfrom  4  to  18  pounders  about  a  dozen 
mortars,  a  number  of  frnall  arms,  and  confiderable 
ftores,  and  that  ih&  fort  was  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and 
as  he  believed  garrifoned  by  about  forty  men.  After 
being  commissioned  he  received  inftructions  to  enliik 
four  hundred  men  with  all  fpeed  and  to  take  Tyconde- 
roga. 

The  leaders  of  the  party  which  had  previously  met 
at  CalUeton,  admitted  colonel  Arnold  to  join  them,  and 

it 
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it  was  agreed  that  colonel  Allen  mould  be  the  Com' 
inanderin  chief  of  the  expedition,  and  that  colonel  Ar- 
nold m  »uld  be  the  fecond  in  command.  They  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  and  arrived  at  Like  Champiain, 
on  the  gth  of  May  at  night,  oppofi  e  to  Tyconderoga. 
Colonels  A'len  and  Aniold,  eroded  over  with  eighty 
three  men,  and  lanHed  n?ar  the  garrifon.  Here  a  dif- 
pute  took  place,  who  fhould  have  the  honor  to  go  in 
fifft,  the  latter  inGded  and  fwore  he  would,  the  other 
fwore  he  should  not  that  he  would.  The  gentlemen 
prefent  interpofed,  an  1  the  matter  was  accommodated, 
upon  the  footing  that  both  lliould  go  in  together.  They 
advanced  along  fide  of  each  other,  colonel  Allen  on 
the  right  hand  of  colonel  Arnold,  and  entered  the  port 
leading  to  the  fort  at  the  dawning  of  day  May  lo^h,  a 
fentry  fnapped  his  piece  at  colonel  Allen,  and  then  re- 
treated through  the  covered  way  to  the  parade.  The 
Americans  followed  and  immediately  drew  up.  Cap- 
tain De  La  Place  the  commander  was  furprized  in  Ihis 
bed,  he  was  called  upon  to  furrender  the  fort,  Heaflc- 
cd  by  what  authority  ?  Colonel  Allen  replied  "  P  de- 
mand it  in  the  name  of  the  great  Jehovah,  and  of  the 
continental  congrefs."  No  refiftance  was  made,  and 
the  fort  with  all  i:s  ftores  and  forty  eight  pnfoners  fell 
into  their  hands. 

After  colonel  Allen  had  landed  the  boats  were  fent 
back  for  the  remainder  of  the  men  under  colonel  Seth 
Warren,  but  the  place  was  fuprizei  before  he  could 
get  over.  Immediately  upon  his  joining  the  fuccefsful 
party  ^  he  was  fent  olno  take  possession  of  Ciown -Point, 

where 
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wVre  a  fergeant  and  tvelve   m?n    performed    garrifon 
duty.     This  was  fpesdily  effected,  and  upwards  of  one 
hundred  pieces  or  cannon  were  taken.      The    next    ob- 
jedt  of  the  Americans  was  to  obtain  a  sloop    of  war,    ly- 
ing at  St.  John's  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  L  ike* 
With  the  view  of  cipturin^  this  floop  it  was    agreed    to 
man  arrl  arm  a  fchooner  lying  at  South  Bay,    and  that 
colonel  Arnold  ih  >j  1  com  nand  her,  and  that  colonel 
Allen  mould  command  the  bdtteaux  on  the    fame  expe- 
dition.    The  wind  being  fr<  fh    n  the  fou'h,  the  fchoon- 
er outfailed  the  batfeux,  and  colonel  Arnold    furpriz  1 
the  sloop,     "l  he   wind  fhifiing  fuddenly  to    the   north, 
and  bloving    frefh,  in  about  an  hours  time  colonel  Ar- 
nold failed  with  the  p:ize  and  fchooner  \ur  Tycon  lero- 
ga  and  met  colonel  AILn  whom  he  r.joinei    In  this  ra- 
pid manner  the  poffession  of  T) condVroga  and  the  com- 
mand of  Lake  champlain  was  obtained  bj  aJew  refolute 
determined  men. 

Soon  after  it  had  been  concluded  in  council  to  fet  off 
the  next  morning  for  Tycorjderoga,  fome  of    the  mana- 
gers retired  ;  a  fecond  council  was  held,    occafioned  by 
the  return  of  captain  Noah  Phelps,  who  having  difguif- 
ed  himfelf  the  day  before,  entered  the  fort  at    Skeensbo- 
aough,  in  the  character  of  a  countryman   wanting   to  be 
fhaved.      In  looking   for  a   barber,   he  obferved  every 
thing  being  in  a    carelefs   and   irregular   manner,    after 
afking  a  number  of  ruflic  queiiions,  and  affecting   great 
ignorance  he  pafled  unfufpe&ed.     In  this  fecond  coun- 
cil it  was  determined  that    Meffrs.    Biggelow,   Blagdtn, 
and  Nichols,  with  a  party  of    man   to   the    number    of 
thirty  including  officers,  march  early  in  the  morning  for 
Vol.  I.  Bb  Skseof- 
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Skeenfborough  to  fecure  Major  Skeen,  his  negroes  and 
tenants.  Captain  Phelps  guided  them  to  the  place, 
the  fuprize  was  fo  conducted  that  the  negroes  were  all 
fecured,  and  Major  Skeen  the  fon  taken  while  out 
{hooting  game,  and  the  pafs  gained,  and  his  (Irong 
houfe  polTessed  without  any  bloodfhed.  The  attempt 
mult  have  been  fruftrated  had  the  major  received  the 
leaft  information,  for  he  had  about  fifty  tenants  nigh  at 
hand,  befides  eight  negroes  and  twelve  workmen. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  met  at  10,  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  fame  day  of  which  Ticonderoga  was  ta. 
ken.     They  chofethe  honourable  Peyton  Randolph  pre- 
fident,  and  Mr.  Charles  Thompfon  fecretary,  each    with 
a  unanimous  voice.      Previous  to  the  dissolution  of  con- 
grefs on  the  26th  of  October    1774,    they    recommended 
to  the  colonies,  to  chufe  members  for    another  to   meet 
on  the   tenth  of  May  17 7 5,   unlefs    the    redrefs   of  their 
grievances  was  previously  obtained.     The  time  of  the 
meeting  of  this  fecond  congrefs  was  fixed  at   fo    diiiant 
a  time  in  order  that  an  opportunity  might  be  offered  for 
obtaining  information  of  the  plans  adopted  by  the  Par- 
liament in  the  winter  of  1774 — l775>     Had  thefc  ^een 
favourable  the  delegates,   would  either  not  have  met,  or 
difperfed  immediately  after  convening,  but  as  the   refo- 
lutions  was  then  fixed  to  compel  the  iubmission  of  the 
colonies,  and  hoftilities  had  already  commenced,  it    be- 
came highly  neceifary  for  congrefs  to  meet  on   the  day. 
—  Congrefs,  agreed,  that  the   reverend    Mr.   Unche,   be 
lequefled  to  open  the  congrefs  with  prayers  to  moirow 
morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  Willing ,  Mr.  Sullivan,  2ind  Mr. 

Bland* 
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Bland,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  Mr.    Duche,  and  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  requeft  of  the  congrefs. 

Congrefs  then  adjourned  till  to  the  next  day  at  11 
c'clock: 

Thursday,  May  nth,  1775,  A.  M. 

AGREEABLE  to  the  order  ot  yeflerday  the  con- 
grefs was  opened  with  prayers,  by  the  reverend  Mr„ 
Duche.  After  prayers,  the  congrefs  according  to  ad- 
journment proceeded  to  bufinefs. 

The  delegates  from  the  feveral  colonies  produced 
their  refpe&ive  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approv- 
ed as  follows, 

NEW- HAMPSHIRE. 

At  th*  Convention  of  Deputies,  appointed  by  the  feveral 
Towns  in  the  Province  aforefaul,  held  at  Exeter,  on 
the  tzjih  day  of  January  1775. 

The  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Efq.  in  the  Chair, 

Voted,  That  John  Sullivan,  and  John  Langdont 
Efqrs.  be  delegated  to  reprefent  this  province  in  the 
continental  congrefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  PhiladeU 
jthia,  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and  that  they  and 
each  of  them  in  the  abfence  of  the  other,  have  full 
and  ample  power,  in  behalf  of  this  province,  to  confent 
and  agree  to  all  meafures  which  faid  congrefs  (hall  deem 
ueccGTary  to  obtain  redrefs  of  American  grievances. 

True  Copy  Attefled,  ^ 

MasheciWeare,  Clerk  to  the  Covcntion* 

Province 
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Province  of  the  MaJJachusetts-B^y,   in  Provincial  Con* 
grefs,  Cambridge,  December  5,  1774. 

Rrfolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  American  con- 
tinental cpngrefs,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  5th  day 
of  September  laft,  and  reported  by  the  honourable  dele- 
gates from  this  colony,  have  with  the  deliberation  due  to 
their  high  importance,  been  confidered  by  us,  and  the 
American  bill  of  rights  therein  contained  appears  to  be 
formed  with  the  greater!  ability  and  judgement  to  be 
founded  on  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  and  reafon, 
the  principles  of  the  Englijli  cc-nftitution,  and  refpec- 
tive  charters  and  conituutions  of  the  colonies,  and 
to  be  worthy  of  their  mofl  vigorous  fupport  as  efTeniidlly 
neceiTary  to  liberty  ;  l.kewife  the  ruir.ous  and  iniquitous 

mea fares,  which  in  violation  of  thefe  rights,    at   prefenfc 
convuile  and  threaten  deiiruction  to  America,  appear  to 

be  clearly  poinied  out,  and  judicious  plans  adopted  for 
defeating  them. 

Fefolved,  That  the  mod  grateful  acknowledgements 
are  due  to  the  truly  honourable  and  patriotic  members 
of  the  continental  ccngvef% for  their  wife  and  able  exer- 
tions iu  the  caufe  of  American  liberty  ;  and  this  congrefs 
in  their  own  names  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  do 
hereby,  with  the  utmoft  hV.'Cerity,  exprefs  the  fame. 

Rtptvtd,  Thar  tie  hcnc  J  hn  Eanccck,  the  hon. 
Th  <"  mas  Cu  ft  itrg,  K  fqrs  M  r ,  6 1  mv.  tl  Ado  m  Kjihn  A  dam  5, 
and  Robert  l)tut  Paine.  1<  ifqrs,  or  any  three  of  tfcern,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  autbonf  d  to  je-pre- 
ient  this  colony,  on  the  tt%th  of  May  next,  or  fooner   if 

necc.sr.ry 
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r,try,  at  the  American  congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Plula* 
ddpki.i  ;  with  full  power,  with  the  delegates  from  the  o- 
ther  American  colon;.*,  to  concert,  agree  upon,  direct 
and  order  fuch  further  meafures,  as  (hall  to  them  appear 
to  be  bed  calculated  for  the  lecovery  and  eHablifhrnent 
of  American  rights  and  liberties,  and  1  br  lciloring  har- 
moi.y  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

i 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 

Benjamin   Li  ncoln,  Secretary. 

In  Provincial  Ccngyefs,  Cambridge,  Fcbrunry  6, 1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  hon.  Jchn  Jlanppck,  the  hon. 
Thomas  CufJiing,  Efqrs.  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  John  A* 
dams,  and  Robert  Treat  Paint,  Efqrs.  appointed  by  the 
lalt  provincial  congrefs  to  repreknt  this  colony,  on  the 
tenth  of  May  next,  or  foorer  if  nectflary,  at  the  -American 
congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorifed  and  impowered,  with  the  delegates 
from  the  other  American  colonies,  to  adjourn  from  time 
to  time,  and  place  to  place,  as  (hall  be  judged  necefsa- 
ry,  and  to  continue  in  being,  as  delegates,  for  this  colony, 
until  the  thirty  fir (I  day  of  Detembeme&t  enluing,  and 
no  longer# 

A  true  Copy  oj  Record, 

Benjamin   Lxncgin,   Secretary. 


In 
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In  thehoufe  of  Reprcfentatives  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
November  3,  A.  D,  1774. 

THIS  houfe  proceeded  to  nominate,  chufe,  and  ap- 
point delegates,  to  attend  the  general  congrefs  to  be  hoi- 
den  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  and 
made  choice  of  the  hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  hon.  Rodger 
Sherman,  Silas  Deane,  Titus  Hofmer,  and  Jonathan 
Sturgefs  Efqrs.  to  be  their  delegates,  any  three  of  whom 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  attend  faid  congrefs,  in 
behalf  of  this  colony,  to  join,  confult  and  advife  with  the 
delegates  of  the  other  colonies  in  Britifk  America,  on 
proper  meafures  for  advancing  the  bell  good  of  the  co- 
lonies. 

William  Willi ams,  Speaker* 
Airue  Copy,  extracted  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe. 
Attefled,  Richard  Law,  Clerk. 

AT  'a  provincial  convention  formed  of  deputies 
from  the  city  and  county  of  New-  York,  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  and  the  counties  ot  Dutchefs,  Uljler, 
Orange,  We/l-Chefler,  King's,  and  Suffolk,  held  at  the 
city  of  New-York  the  22d  day  of  April  1775,  tor  the 
purpofe  of  appointing  delegates  to  reprefent  the  colony 
of  New-York,  in  the  next  continental  congrefs,  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  ot  May  next,  Phi- 
lip Livingflm.  James  Duane,  John  Alscp,  Jvhn  Jay, 
Simon  Boerum,  William   Iloyd,    Henry   V/ifner,    Philip 

Schuy» 
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SchuyUr,  George  Clinton,  Lewis  Morris,  Francis  Lewis, 
and  Robert  R.  Living Jlon,  Junr.  Efqrs,  wete  unani- 
mously ele&ed  delegates,  to  reprefent  this  colony  at  fucb 
congrefs,  with  full  power  to  them  or  any  five  of  them, 
to  meet  the  delegates  from  the  other  colonies,  and  to 
concert  and  determine  upon  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  be 
judged  mod  effectual  for  the  prefervation  and  re-efU* 
blifhment  of  American  rights  and  privileges,  and  for 
the  reftoration  of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  colonies. 

Signed,  Leonard  Lifpenard,  Ifaac  Roofvelt,  Abraham 
Walton,  Alexander  M'Doitgall,  and  twenty-four  others. 

We  the  fubfcribers  do  in  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
thofe  freeholders  of  Queen's  county,  at  whofe  requeft  we 
attended  the  convention,  fignify  our  assent  to,  and  ap- 
probation of  the  above  delegation. 

Signed,  John  Fidman,  Ztbulon  Williams  Jacob 
Blackwell,  Jojeph  Robin/on. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

In  Assembly,    PeHh-Amboy,  Tuefday  January  24,  1775. 

Refolved  unanimously,  That  James  Kmfey,  Stephen 
Crane,  William  Livingston,  John  De  Hart,  and  Richard 
Smith,  Efqrs.  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  to  attend  the  continental  congrefs  of 
the  colonies,  intended  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philade.U 
phia  in  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  and  place  ;   and 

that 
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that  they  report   their  proceedings  to   the  next  feflfon 
of  general  assembly. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Journals, 

RichardSmith,  Clerk  of  the  Ajfembly. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  A.semhJy,  December,  15,  1774.  A.  M. 

Upon  motion,  Replv.d  N    C   D,  Thai  the  honour- 
able Edward  Biddle,  Johi   Dickenfon,    Thomas  Miffltn, 
Charles   Humphreys   Jofci    Morton,  and   George   Rofs, 
Efqrs,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  deputies  on  the 
part  of  this  province,    to    a-tend   the    general  congress, 
propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,   on   the 
tenth  day  of  May  next;  and  that  they  or  any  four  of  them 
do  meet  the  faid  congrefs  accordingly,   unlefs  the  pre- 
fent  grievances  of  the  American  colonies  ihall  before    that 
time  be  redressed*  \ 

Extract  from  the  Journals, 

Charles  MooK£}Clerk  of  the  Assembly. 

In  Assembly ,  May  6,  1775.  A.  M. 

Refolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  Benjamin  Franklin,  the 
hon.  J ho;:ias  Willing,  and  James  Wilfon,  Efqrs.be,  and 
they  are  hereby  added  to  the  deputies  appointed  by  this 
houfe,  to  attend  the  continental  congrefs,  expected  to 
meet  the  tenth  inllant  in  this  city. 

Extract f  rem  the  Journals, 

Charles  MoORi.Clerkof  the  Assembly 

LOWER 
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LOWER.  COUNTIES  OM  DELAWARE. 

In  Assembly,  Thurfday,  March  ,6,  1775.  A.  M. 

ON  motion,  Rejolved,  N.  C.  D.  That  the  honoura- 
ble Cccfar  Rodney,  Thomas  M'Kean,  and  George  Read, 
Efqrs.  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  authorif- 
ed  to  repi  efent  this  government  at  the  American  con- 
grefs,  propofed  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next,  or  at  any  other  time  or 
place,  with  full  power  to  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  to- 
gether with  the  delegates  from  the  other  American  colo- 
nics, to  concert  and  agree  upon  iuch  farther  meafures, 
as  fhall  appear  to  them  beft  calculated  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  on  a  constitutional  foundation, 
which  the  houfe  moll:  ardently  wifh  for.  and  that  they 
report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  feflions  of  general 
affembly. 

True  copy  of  the  minutes  of  assembly, 

Davtd  Thomson,  Clerk  to  the  Assembly* 

MARYLAND. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  appointed  by  the  fe- 
Veral  counties  ol  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city 
of  Annapolis,  by  adjournment  on  the  8tii  day  of  De- 
cember 1774,  and  continued  till  the  :2th  day  of  the  fame 
men  th. 

VoL*  I-  C  c  Refolved 
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Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  honourable   Mathetfi 
Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnson,  Juor,  Robert    Goldsborough, 
William  Paca,  Samuel  Chafe,   John    Hall,    and    Thomas 
Stone,  Efqrs,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  delegate* 
to  reprefent  this  province,  in  the  next  continental  con- 
grefs  ;  and  that  ihey  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  have 
full  and  ample  power  to  confent  and  agree  to    all    mea- 
fines,  which  fuch  congrefs  mail  deem  neceffary    and  ef- 
fectual, to  obtain  redrefs  of  American  grievances  ;   and 
this  province  bind  themfelves  to  execute  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power,  all  refolutions   which    the    faid    congrefs 
may  adopt.     And  further,   if   the    faid    congrefs  fhall 
think  neceffary    to  adjourn,  we  do    authorize  our    faid 
delegates  to    reprefen  t    and    a&   for  this  Province,  in 
any  one  congrefs,  to  be  held  by  virtue  of  fuch  adjourn- 
ment. 

Signed  by  order, 

John  .Ducket,  Clerk* 

VIRGINIA. 

At  a  convention  of  delegates  for  the  counties  an4 
corporations  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  at  the  town  of 
Richmond  iri  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday  the  20tfe 
of  Maich  1775. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  eleclion  of  dele- 
gates by  ballot  to  reprefent  this  colonv  in  general  con- 
grefs to  be  hel  I  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth 
day  of  May.  next  when  the  honourable  Peyton  Randolph,, 

George 
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George  fVa/Jiington,  Patrick  Henry t  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Benjamin  Harrifa,  and  Richard 
Bland,  Efqis.  were  chofen  for  that  purpofe. 

Peyton  Randolph,  Prefident. 
John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  the  Convention. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  in  convention  at  Necvbern^  the  5th  day 
of  April,  1775. 

Prefenr,  the  hon.    John    Harvey,   Efq.    Moderator 
and  68  members. 

On  motion,  refolved,  that  William  Hooper,  [ofeph 
Hewes,  and  Richard  Cafvvell,  Erqrs.  be,  and  are  here- 
by appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  general  congrefs  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  nexr, 
or  at  any  other  time  and  place  that  (hall  be  appointed' 
for  that  purpofe,  and  they  are  hereby  invefted  with 
fuch  powers  as  may  make  any  a&s  done  by  them,  or  any 
of  them,  or  confent  given  in  behalf  of  this  province, 
obligatory,  in  honour,  upon  every  inhabitant  thereof. 

A  true  Copy  /rem  the  Minutes, 

John  Harvey,  Moderator? 

Mtefted  by  Andrew  Knox,  Ckik. 
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In  the  Assembly,  7th  of  April,  1775. 

Revived,  That  the  houfe  do  highly  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  continental  congrefs  lately  held  at 
Philadelphia,  and  that  they  are  determined,  as  members 
of  the  community  in  general,  that  they  will  ftri&ly  ad- 
here to  the  (aid  refolutions,  and  will  ufe  what  influence 
they  have,  to  induce  the  fame  obfervance  in  every  indi- 
vidual of  this  province. 

This  houfe  having  received  information,  that  Wil- 
liam Hooper,  Jofeph  Hewes,  and  Richard  Cafwell, 
Efqrs,  were  appointed  by  the  convention,  held  at  New- 
bern,  as  delegates  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  conti- 
nentsl  congrefs,  foon  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  ; 

Refolved,  That  the  houfe  approve  oi  the  choice,  made 
by  the  faid  convention. 

4  true  Copy , from  the  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Assembly, 
James  Green,  Junr.  Clerk*. 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

In  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Assembly,  Friday,    February 
3-,  1775- 

WHEREAS  the  continental  congrefs,  held  at  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  in  September  laft,  amongft  other 
things,  recommended  to  the  feveral  colonies  in  North- 
Ameiica,  to  chuse  deputies  as  foon  as  pcflible,  to  hold 
another  congrefs  at  the  fame  place,  on  the   tenth  day  of 

May 
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May  next,  and  this  houfe  being  fully  fatisfied  with  th« 
conduft  and  fidelity  of  their  late  deputies  at  the  con- 
grefs, do  hereby  dominate  and  appoint  the  honourable 
Henry  Middleton,  Efq  Tiiomas  Lynch,  Chriftophcr 
Gadfden,  John  Rutledge,  and  Edward  Rutledge,  Efqrs. 
deputies  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  meet  the 
deputies  appointed  or  to  be  appointed,  on  the  part  and 
behalf  ofj  the  other  colonies,  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
or  any  other  place,  that  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  the  faid 
deputies  in  general  congrefs,  with  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  concert,  agree  to,  and  effectually,  profecute 
fuch  meafures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  deputies 
and  the  deputies  to  be  aflembled,  fhall  be  mod  likely  to 
obtain  a  redrefs  of  American  grievances. 

Resolved,  That  the  deputies  hereby  appointed  on  the 
part  and  behalf  of  this  colony,  are  authorifed  and  im- 
powered  to  agree,  that  the  continental  congrefs  may 
meet  at  any  future  time,  and  at  fuch  place,  as  fhall  be 
agreed  on,  and  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time  ;  provided 
it  do  not  exeeed  nine  months  from  the  date  of  their 
meeting  in  May  next. 

j4ttejlc&  Thomas  Far r,  Junr.  Clerk. 

Extrac"i  from  the  Journals  of  the  provincial  congrefs 
of  South- Carolina,  publifhed  by  order  of  the  congrefs, 
the  11th  of  January,    1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  honourable  Henry  Middleton, 
Efq.  Thomas  Lynch,  Chnftopher  Gadsden,  John  Rut- 
ledge  and  Edward  Rutledge,  Efquires,  or  any  three  of 
Jhem,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  authorifed 

to 
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to  rep*efent  this  colony  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  next, 
or  fooner,  if  neceflfrry,  at  the  American  congrefs  to  be 
held  at  Philadelphia,  or  elfewhere  ;  with  full  power  to 
concert,  agree  upon,  direct  and  order  fuch  further 
meafures,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  laid  deputies,  and  the 
delegates  of  the  other  American  colonies  to  be  assem- 
bled, (hill  appear  to  be  necefTary  for  the  recovery  and 
eftablifhrnent of  American  rights  and  liberties,  and  for 
reftoring  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies. 

Upon  motion, — Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the 
congrefs  be  given  to  the  reverend  Mr,  Duchet  for  per- 
forming divine  lervice,  agreeable  to  the  deftre  of  the 
congrefs,  and  for  his  excellent  prayer  lo  well  adapted  t* 
the  prefent  occaGon. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Willing,  and  Mr. 
Sullivan,  be  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mrt  Duche,  and 
return  the  thanks  of  the  congrefs,  agreeable  tto  the 
above  refolution. 

Upon  motion,— Refolved,  That  the  doors  be  kept 
fhut,  during  the  time  of  bufinefs,  and  that  the  members 
confider  themfelves  under  the  ft rongea  obligations  of 
honor  to  keep  the  proceedings  fecret,  until  the  majority 
fhall  direct  them  to  be  made  public. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  agents  William  Bolton, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Efqrs.  directed  to 
the  fpeakers  of  feveral  alfemblies  and  fundry  papers 
therein  referred  to,  w-ie  laid  before  the  congrefs  and 
read ;  the  letter  is  as  follows; 


London, 
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London,  February  5,  I775.- 

SIS, 

"  Our  lad  letter  informed  you,  that  the  king 
had  declared  his  intentions  of  laying  the  petition  before 
his  two  houfes  of  parliament.  It  has  accordingly  been 
laid  before  each  houfe,  but  undiflinguifhed  among  a  va- 
riety of  letters  and  other  papers  from  America, 

M  A  motion  rmde  by  Lord  Chatham,  to  withdraw 
the  troops  from  Bojlon.  as  the  fit  ft  ftep  towards  a  conci- 
liating plan,  was  r<  jocled  ;*and  the  mimftry  have  declar- 
ed in  both  houfes  the  determination  to  inforce  obedi- 
ence to  all  the  late  laws.  For  this  purpofe  we  under* 
fland,  that  three  regiments  of  foot,  one  of  dragoon5,  fe- 
ven  hundred  marines,  itx  Hoops  of  war,  and  two  frigates, 
are  now  under  orders  for  America t 

Ci  We  think  it  proper  to  inform  you,  that  your  caufe 
was  well  defended  by  a  ccnfiderable  number  of  good 
and  wife  men  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  though  far 
from  being  a  majority  ;  and  that  many  of  the  commer- 
cial and  manufa&uring  parts  of  the  nation,  concerned  in 
the  American  trade  have  prefented,  or  as  we  underftand, 
are  preparing  to  prefent  petitions  to  parliament,  declar- 
ing their  great  concern,  for  the  prefent  unhappy  contro- 
verfies  with  America,  and  praying  exprefjy,  or  in 
effecT,  for  healing  meafures,  as  the  proper  means  of  pre- 
fer ving  their  commerce,  riow  greatly  fuffering  or  endan- 
gered. But  the  treatment  the  petitions  already  prefent- 
ed have  hitherto  received  is  fuch,    as  in   our  opinion, 

•an 
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can  afford  you  no  reliance  on  the  prefent  relief  through 
their  means* 

"  As  foon  as  we  learnt  that  the  petition  of  the  con- 
grefs  was  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  we  thought  it 
cur  duty  to  fupport  it,  if  we  might  be  permuted  Co  to  do, 
as  there  was  no  other  opportunity  for  the  numerous  in- 
habitants of  the  colonies  to  be  heard  in  defence  of  their 
rights  :  accordingly  we  joined  in  a  petition  for  that  pur- 
pofe  Sir  Ceorge  Saville  kindly  undertook  lo  prefent  it* 
But  on  previously  opening  the  purport,  of  it,  as  the 
order  is,  a  debate  arofe  on  the  propriety  of  receiving  it, 
and  on  a  divifion,  it  was  rejected  by  a  great  ma- 
jority. 

"  The  following  extracl;  of  a  letter  from  general  Gage 
to  lord  Dartmouth,  as  laid  before  parliament,  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  tranfmit,  viz. 

"  December  15,  1774.  Your  lordfhip's  idea  of 
difarming  certain  provinces,  would  doutlefs  be  confid- 
ent with  prudence  and  fafety,  but  it  neither  is,  nor  has 
been  practicable,  without  having  recourfe  to  force,  and 
being  mailers  of  the  country."    . 

f  It  was  thrown  out  in  debate  by  a  principal  mem- 
ber of  adminiftration,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  alter 
the  charters  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode- Island. 

•'  Inclofed  we  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  refolutions 
palled  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  Thursday 
laft,  which  are  to  be  reported  on  Monday.  It  is  faid  that 
thefe  refolutions  are  to  be  the  foundation  of  feveral  bills 
to  be  brought  in,  but  the  purport  of  thofe  bills  we  have 
not  yet  learnt  with  fufficient  certainly. 

We 
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Wefead  you  like  wife  a  copy  of  lord  Chatham's  firft 
motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  ai  1  of  his  plan  of  a  bill 
for  fettling  the  troubles  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies ;  both  which  were  reje&ed  on  the  firft  read- 
ing. 

With  great  refpeel;  we  are, 
Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Signed, 

WILLIAM  BOLLAN, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 

ART  HUR  LEE." 

Mr.  Hancock,  laid  before  the  congrefs  a  letter  from 
the  provincial  congrefs  of  Alassachufeth-Bay,  together 
with  certain  refolutions  formed  by  faid  congrefs,  and  a 
copy  of  a  letter  lent  by  faid  congrefs  to  their  agent  in 
England,  and  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, on  the  late  engagement  between  the  troops  under 
geneiai  Gage,  and  the  inhabitantsof  Malfachufetts-Bay  ; 
alfo  a  number  of  depofitions  duly  attefted,  relative  to 
the  commencement  of  faid  hoftilities,  ail  which  were 
read  and  are  as  follows  : 

In  Provincial  Congrefs,  Watertown,  May  3, 1775. 

To  the  honourable   American   continental   congrefs,  to  be 
convened  at    Philadelphia,  on  the  tenth  of  May  inft. 

•«  MAT  IT  PLEASE  TOUR  HONOURS, 

THE  congrefs  of  this  colony, 

impreffed  with  the  deepelt  concern  for    their  country, 

under  the  prefent  critical  and  alarming  Rate  of  its   pub- 

Vol,  I.  D  d  lie 
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lie  affairs,  beg  leave  with  the  utmoft  fubmission,  whilfl 
deling  in  fupport  of  the  caufe  of  America,  to  requeft 
the    direction   and  assi fiance    of   your   refpe&able    af- 

iembV- 

The  inclofed  Packet,  containing  copies  of  the  depo- 
fitions,  which  we  have  difpatched  for  London,  alfo  aa 
addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  letter 
to  our  colony  agent,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq.  are  hum- 
bly fubmitted  to  your  confideration. 

The  fanguinary  zeal  of  the  minifterial  army,  to  ruiri 
and  deflroy  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  this  congrefs  hath  rendered  the  eftablifhment  of 
an  army  indifpenfably  neceilary  ;  we  have  accordingly 
palled  an  unanimous  refolve  for  thirteen  thoufand 
fix  hundred  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  by  this  colony, 
and  propofals  are  made  by  us  to  the  congrefs  of  New- 
Hatr.pfhire,  and  governments  of  Rhode-lfland,  and 
Connecticut  colonies,  for  furnifhing  men  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

The  fudden  exigency  of  our  public  affairs,  preclud- 
ed the  possibility  of  waiting  for  your  direction  in  thefe 
important  meafures,  more  efpecially,  as  a  confiderable 
reinforcement  from  Great  Britain  is  daily  expected  in 
this  colony,  and  we  are  now  reduced  to  the  fad  alterna- 
tive of  deiending  ourf elves  by  arms,  or  fubmitting  to  be 
flaughtered. 

With  the  greatefl  deference,  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft, 
that  a  powerful  a'my  on  the  fide  of  America^  hath  been 
confidered  by  this  congrefs,  as  the  only  means  left  to 
flim  the  rapid  progieirs  of  a  tyrannical  miniflry.  With- 
out a  lorte  iu^enci  to  our  enemies,  we  mud  reafonably 

expect 
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expeft  to  become  the  viclims  of  their  relentlefs  fury. 
With  fuch  a  force,  we  may  Mill  have  hopes  of  feeing  an 
immediate  end  put  to  the  inhuman  ravages  of  mercenary 
troops  in  America,  and  the  wicked  authors  of  our  mi- 
feries,  brought  to  condign  punifhment,  by  the  juft  in- 
dignation of  our  brethren  in  Great  Bri'ain. 

We  hope  that  this  colony  will,  at  all  times,  be  rea- 
dy to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  the  caufe  of  America.  It 
is  nevertheless,  a  misfortune  greatly  operating  to  its  dis- 
advantage, that  it  has  a  great  number  of  fea  port  towns, 
expofed  to  the  approach  of  the  enemy  ,by  fea  ;  from- 
many  of  which,  the  inhabitants  have  removed,  and  are 
removing  their  families  and  effccls,  to  avoid  deftruction 
from  mips  of  war.  Thefe,  we  apprehend,  will  be  gen- 
erally dill  re  (Ted  from  want  of  fab (i Hence,  and  difabled 
from  contributing  aid  for  Supporting  the  forces  of  the 
colony  ;  but  we  have  the  greatefl  confidence  in  the  wif- 
dom  and  ability  of  the  continent  to  Support  us  fo  far  as 
it  fhali  appear  necefiary  for  Supporting  the  common 
caufe  of  the  American  colonies. 

We  alfo  inclofe  Several  refolves  for  impowering  <md 
directing  our  receiver  general  to  borrow  the  Turn  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  lawful  money,  and  to  iflue 
his  notes  for  the  fame  ;  it  being  the  only  meafures 
which  we  could  have  recourfe  to  for  fupporting  our 
forces  ;  and  we  requeft  your  affiltance  in  rendering  our 
meafures  effe&uaJ,   by    giving   our  notes   a    currency 

through  the  continent. 

» 

Joseph  Warren,,  Prefldent,  P.  T. 

The 


■' 
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The  papers  inclofed  and  referred  to  in  the  above,  are  as 

follows : 

In  Provincial  Congrefs,   TVatertown,  May,  3,  1775. 

Rcfolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  hereby 
is  impowered  to  borrow  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  lawful  money,  and  issue  colony  fecurity 
for  the  fame,  payable  with  annual  intereft,  at  fix  per 
cent.  June  1,  1777,  and  that  the  continental  congrefs  be 
defired  to  recommend  to  ths  f  everal  colonies  to  give  a 
currency  to  fuch  fecurities. 

A  true  extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman,  Secretary,  P.  Tj 


In  provincial  congrefs,  Watertown,  May  3,  1775. 

Refolved>  That  the  fecurities  given  by  the  receiver 
general  tor  the  monies1  borrowed  by  him  in  purfuance  of 
the  aforegoing  refolve,  be  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

COLONY  of  the  MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 

No  the  day  of  A.  D. 

17  borrowed  and  received  of  A.  B. 

the  fum  of  lawful  money,   for    the    ufe   and 

fervice  of  the  colony  of  the  Massachufetts- Bay,  and  in 
behalf  of  faid  colony.  I  do  hereby  promise  and  ob- 
lige myfelf,  and  fucceffors  in  the  office  of  treafurer  or 
receiver  general,  to  repay  to  the  faid  or  to  his 

order  the  firft   day  of  June,  1777,  the  aforefaid  fum   of 
lawful  money,  rn  Spanifh   milled   dol- 
lars 
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lars,  at  fix  (hillings  each,  or  in  the  feveral  fpecies  of. 
coined  Over  and  gold,  enumerated  in  an  a&  made  and 
palled  in  the  23d  year  of  his  late  majefty  king  George 
the  fecond,  entitled,  "  An  act  for  afcertaining  the  rates 
at  which  coined  filver  and  gold,  Englifh  half  pence  and 
farthin  js,  may  pafs  within  this  government  ;"  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rales  therein  mentioned,  v/ith  interefi  to 
be  paid  annnually,  at  fix  per  cent.  Witnefs  my  hand. 

A,  B. 

C.  D. 

E.  F. 

And  whereas  inconveniences  may  arife,  by  the  re- 
ceiver general's  issuing  notes  for  fmall  (urns,  therefore, 

Refolved,  That  the  receiver  general  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  not  to  issue  any  notes  for  a  lefs  fum  than 
four  pounds  lawful  money. 

XA  true  extr aft  from  the  minutes, 

SamuelFreeman,  Secretary,  P.  T, 

To  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,    Efq ;   at  Lon- 
don. 

In  Provincial  Co?igrefsi  Watertown,  April   26,    1775. 

"  SIR, 

"  FROM  the  entire  confidence  we  repofe  in 
your  faithfulnefs  and  abilites,  we  confider  it  the  happi- 
nefs  of  this  colony,  that  the  important  truft  of  agency 
for  it,  in  this  day  of  unequalled  diftrefs  is  devolved  on 
your  hands,  and  we  doubt  not  your    attachment  to  the 

cause 
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caufe  and  liberties  of  mankind  will  make  every  possible 
exertion  in  our  behalf,  a  pleafure  to  you  ;  although  our 
£ircum  fiances  will  compel  us  often  to  interrupt  your 
repofe,  by  matters  that  will  furely  give  you  pain,  A 
lingular  inftance  hereof  is  the  occafion  of  the  prefenfc 
letter.  The  contents  of  this  packet  will  be  our  apology 
for  troubling  you  with  it. 

"  From  thefe  you  will  fee  how  and  by  whom  we  are 
at  lad  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  a  mod  unnatural 
war. 

"  Our  enemies,  we  are  told,  have  difpatched  to  Great 
Britain  a  fallacious  account  of  the  tragedy  they  have 
begun ;  to  prevent  the  operation  of  which  to  the  pub- 
lic injury,  we  have  engaged  the  veffei  that  conveys  this 
to  you,  as  a  packet  in  the  fervice  of  this  colony,  and  we 
requeft  your  assiftance  in  fupplying  captain  Derby, 
who  commands  her  with  fuch  necessaries  as  he  fhall 
want,  on  the  credit  of  your  conflituents,  in  Massachu- 
setts Bay. 

"  But  we  moll  ardently  wish  that  the  feveral  papers 
herewith  inclofed  may  be  immediately  printed  and  difperf- 
ed  throgh  every  town  in  England,  and  especially  commu- 
nicated to  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  council  of  the 
city  of  London,  that  they  may  take  fuch  order  thereon, 
as  they  may  think  proper.  And  we  are  confident  your 
fidelity  will  make  fuch  improvement  of  them,  as  fhall 
convince  all  who  are  not  determined  to  be  in  everlailing 
blindnefs,  that  it  is  the  united  efforts  of  both  Englands, 
that  can  save  either.  But  that  whatever  price  our  breth- 
ren in  the  one,  may  be  pleased  to  put  on  their  ccnititu- 

tionaj 
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tional  liberties,  we  are  authorised  to  assure  you,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  other,  with  the  greateft  unani- 
mity, are  inflexibly  resolved  to  sell  theirs  only  at  the 
price  of  their  lives. 

Signed  by  o?der  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs, 

Joseph  Warren,  Prefident,  P.  T. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  minutes, 

Samuel  Freeman,  Secretary,  P.  T." 

The  depositions  relative   to  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities, are  as  follows. 

Lexington,  April  25,  I775J 

"  WE  Solomon  Brown,  Jonathan  Loring,  and  Eli- 
jah Sanderson,  all  of  lawful  age,  and  of  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay in  New-  England,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  18th  of  April  inftant,  being  on  the 
road  between  concord  and  Lexington,  and  all  of  us 
mounted  on  horfes,  we  were  about  ten  of  the  clock,  fud- 
denly  furprifed  by  nine  pei  Tons,  whom  we  took  to  be 
regular  officers,  who  rode  up  to  us,  mounted  and  arm- 
ed, each  having  a  pilloi  in  his  hand,  and  after  putting 
piftols  to  our  breads  a.:d  ieizing  the  bridles  of  our  hor- 
fes,  ihey  fwore,  if  we  (lined  another  flep,  we  mould  be 
all  dead  men,  upon  which  we  furrendered  ourfelves. 
They  detained  us  until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
in  which  time  they  fe arched  and  greatly  abufed  us,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  firft  enquired  about  the  magazine  at  Concord,  whe- 
ther am  guards  were  polled  there,  and  whether  tho 
bridges  were  up,  and  faid  four  or  five  regiments  of  regu* 
lars  would  be  in  poflession  of  the  ftores  foon.  They 
then  brought  us  back  to  Lexington,  cut  the  horfes,  bri- 
dles and  girths,  turned  them  loofe,  and  then  left  us. 

SOLOMON  BROWN, 
JONATHAN  LORING, 
ELIJAH   SANDERSONS 


Lexington,  April  25th,  1775. 

11 1  Elijah  Sanderfon,  above  named,  do  further  tefti- 
fy  and  declare,  that  I  was  on  Lexington  common,  the 
morning  of  the  19th  of  April,  aforefaid,  having  been 
difmissed  by  the  officers  above  mentioned,  and  faw  a 
large  body  of  regular  troops  advancing  towards  Lexingj- 
ton  company,  many  of  whom  were  then  disperfing.  I 
heard  one  of  the  regulars,  whom  I  took  to  be  an  officer 
fay,  "  damn  them,  we  will  have  them  ;"  and  immediate- 
ly the  regulars  fhouted  aloud  run  and  fired  upon  the 
Lexington  company,  which  did  not  fire  a  gun  before  the 
regulais  discharged  on  them.  Eight  of  the  Lexingtoa 
company  were  killed  while  they  were  dispelling,  and  at 
a  confiderable  diflance  from  each  other,  and  many 
wounded,  and  allhough  a  spectator,  I  narrowly  escaped 
with  my  life. 

ELIJAH  SANDERSON." 

Lexing- 
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Lexington,  April  23,  1775- 

"  I  Thomas  R:ce  Willard,  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify 
and  declare, th^t  being  in  the  houfe  of  Daniel  Harring- 
ton, n<  furl  Lexington,  on  the  19^1  inft.in  the  morning, 
af)Out  half  an  hour  before  fan  rifV.  looked  out  at  the 
window  of  faid  houfe,  and  faw  (as  I  fuppofe)  about 
four  hundred  regulars  in  one  body,  coming  up  the  road, 
and  marched  towards  the  North  part  of  the  common, 
back  of  the  meeting-houfe  of  faid  Lexington,  and 
as  foon  as  faid  regulars  were  againfi  the  Eaft  end  of  the 
meeting  houfe,  the  commanding  officer  faid  fomething 
what  I  know  not,  but  upon  that  the  reg:lais  ran  till 
they  came  within  ab)ut  eight  or  nine  rods  of  about  an 
hundred  of  the  militia  ot  Lexington,  who  were  collected 
on  faid  common,  at  which  time  the  militia  of  Lexington 
dilp<.r(ed  then  the  officers  made  an  huzza,  and  the  private 
foldiers  iuccce.kd  them,  directly  after  this  an  officer  rode 
belore  the  regulars  to  the  other  Gde  of  the  body,  and 
hollowed  after  the  militia  of  faid  Lexington,  and  faid, 
"  lay  down  your  arms,  damn  you,  why  don't  you  la/ 
down  your  arms,'*  and  that  there  was  not  a  gun  fireS 
til!  the  militia  ot  Lexington  were  difperfed,  and  further 
faith  not. 

THOMAS  RICE  WILLARD." 


Lexington,  25th   April,  1775. 

"  Simon  Windfhip,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of 

Middlefex,  and  province  of    MaiiachuleUs-Bay,  Newr- 

Vol.I.  Ee  ,  England, 
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England,  being  of  lawful  age,  teflifieth  and  faith,  that  on 
the  19/h  of  April  in  ft.  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  paflingthe  public  roaJ  in  faid  Lexing- 
ton, peaceably  and  unarmed,  ab:)ut  two  miles  and  an 
half  diftant  from  the  meeting  houfe  in  faid  Lexington, 
he  was  met  by  a  body  of  the  king's  regular  troops,  and 
being  flopped  by  fome  officers  oi  faid  troops,  was  com- 
manded to  difmount,  upon  afking  why  he  mull  dis- 
mount, he  was  obliged  by  force  to  quit  his  horfe,  and 
ordered  to  march  in  the  midfl  of  the  body,  and  being 
examined  whether  he  had  been  warning  the  minute  men, 
he  anfwered  no,  but  had  been  out,  ani  was  then  return- 
ing to  his  fathers.  Said  Winfhip,  farther  teftifies,  that 
he  marched  with  faid  troops,  till  became  within  about 
halfaquarter  of  a  mile  oi  faid  meeting  houfe,  where  an 
officer  commanded  the  troops  to  halt,  and  then  to  prim« 
and  load,  this  being  done,  the  faid  troops  marched  on 
till  they  came  writhip  a  few  rods  of  captain  Parker's 
[company,,  who  were  partly  collected  on  the  place  of  pa- 
rade, when  laid  Winfhip,  obferved  an  officer  at  the 
head  of  fard  troops,  (loin  idling  his  fword,  and  with  a 
loud  voice  giving  the  word  fire,  fire,  which  was  inftant- 
ly  followed  by  a  difcharge  of  arms  from  faid  regular 
troops,  and  faid  Winfhip  is  pofitive  and  in. the  molt 
folemn  manner  declares,  that  there  was  no  difcharge  of 
arms  on  either  fide  till  the  word  fire  was  given  by  faid 
officer  as  above. 

SIMON  WINSH1P." 

Lexington 
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Lexington,  d-pril  25,  1775. 

"I  John  Parker  of  lawful  age,  and  commander  of 
the  militia  in  Lexington,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  011 
the  tq'h  inftant,  in  the  morning,  about  one  of  the  clock, 
being  informed  that  there  were  a  number  of  regular  of- 
ficers riding  up  and  down  the  road,  flopping  and  infult- 
ing  people  as  they  pafLd  the  road  ;  and  alfo  was  in- 
formed that  a  number  of  regular  troops  were  on  their 
march  from  Bofton,  in  order  to  take  the  province  (lores 
at  Concord,  ordered  our  militia  to  meet  on  the  com- 
mon in  faid  Lexington,  to  confult  what  to  do,  and  con- 
cluded not  to  be  dilcovered,  nor  meddle  or  make 
with  faid  regular  troops  (if  they  fhould  appro  >ch) 
unlefs  they  fhould  infuk  or  melt  ft  us  ;  and  upon 
their  fudden  approach  I  immediately  ordered  our 
militia  to  difperfe  and  not  to  fire.-— rlmnuediaiely  faid 
troops  made  their  appearance  and  rufhed  furiously,  fir- 
ed upon  and  killed  eigfy;  o!  our  party,  without  receiving 
any  provocation  there I ore  from  us. 

JOHN  PARKER." 


Lexington,  April  2^  177 5. 

I  John  Robins,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and 
fay,  that  on  the  iq'ch  inft.  the  company  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  John  Parker,  being  dravn  up  (fome 
time  before  fun  rife)  on  the  green  or  common,  and  I  be- 
ing in  the  front  rank,  there  fuddfrnly  appeared  a  n  im- 
ber  of  the  king  s  troops,  aboat  a  thoufaad  as    I  thought, 

at 
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at  tbediftanceofaboit  fixty  or  feventy  yards  from  us 
huzzaing,  and  on  a  quick  pace  towards  us,  with  ihree 
officers  in  their  front  on  horfe  back  and  on  fuil  gallop 
towards  u%  the  forernoft  of  which  cried,  throw  down 
your  arms  ye  villains,  ye  rebels,  upon  which  fa  d  com- 
pany difpesfing,  the  foremeft  of  the  three  offices  ordered 
their  men,  faying  fire,  by  G,d  fire,  at  which  moment 
ive  received  a  very  heavy  and  clofe  fire  from  them,  at 
which  inftant  being  wounded  I  fell,  and  ieveral  of  our 
men  were  fhot  dead  bv  me,  captain  Parker's  men  1  be- 
lieve had  not  then  hied  a  gun,  and  further  the  deponent 

faith  not. 

JOHN  ROBINS/ 

Lexington,  April  25,  1 775- 

"  We  Benjimin  Tidd,  o;  Lexington,  and  Jofeph 
Abboc  ol  Lincoln  in  the  counf)'  of  Middlefex  and  colo- 
ny of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  in  New-England  of  lawful 
age,  do  teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
a  9th  of  April  inftant.  about  five  o'clock  being  on  L  x- 
ingcon  common,  and  mounted  on  horfes,  we  faw  a  bo- 
dy of  regular  troops  marching  up  to  the  Lexington 
company  which  was  then  difperfing  ;  foon  after  the  re- 
gulars fired,  firft  a  few  guns  which  we  took  to  be  pifluls, 
from  foroe  of  the  regulars  who  were  mounted  on  horfes, 
and  then  the  faid  regulars  fired  a  volly  or  two,  before 
any  guns  were  fireJ  Dy  the  Lexington  company  ;  our 
borses  immediately  ttarted,  and  we  rode  off.  And  fur- 
ther faith  not. 

BENJAMIN  TIDD, 
JOSEPH  ABBOT. 

Lexington 
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Lexington,  April  25,  1775. 

WE  Nathaniel  Mallokin,  Philip  Ruffel,  Mufes 
Hatrington  Junr.  Thomas  and  D  miet  Harrington, 
William  GrH-nrA}  William  Tidd,  lf»ac  Haftin^s,  Jonas 
e,  Jun.  Jones  Wymm,  Thaddeus  Harrington, 
]ohn  Chandler,  Jofriua  Reed,  Jun  Jofeph  Simonds, 
Phirieas  Smith.  John  Chandler,  Junr.  Reuben  Cook, 
Joel  Vies,  Na'han  Reed,  Samuel  Tidd,  Benjamin 
Lock,  Thomas  Windfhip,  Simon  Snow,  John  Srnrh, 
Moles  Harrington  the  3d,  Jofhua  Reed,  Ebenrzer  Par- 
john  Harrington,  Enoch  Willington,  John  Hor- 
mcr,  Kaac  Green,  Phineas  Stearns,  Ifaac  Durant  and 
Thomas  Headlev,  Junr.  ail  of  lawful  age,  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of  MiddkTcx,  and 
colony  ot  the  Matsachufetts-Biy  in  New-En^l,md,  do 
teftify  and  declare,  that  on  the  19th  of  April  inftant, 
about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  being  inform, 
ed  that  feveral  officers  of  the  reguUrs  had  the  evening 
before  been  riding  up  and  down  the  road,  and  had  de- 
tained and  inluUed  the  inhabitants  palling  the  fame;  and 
alio  underfiandtng  that  a  body  of  regulars  were  march- 
ing irom  Bofton  towards  Concor  1,  with  intent  (as  it  was 
fuppofed)to  take  the  ltores  belonging  to  the  colony  in 
that  town,  we  were  alarmed,  and  having  met  at  the  place 
of  our  company's  parade,  were  difmifTed  by  our  captain 
John  Parker,  for  the  prefent,  with  orders  to  be  ready  to 
attend  at  the  beat  of  the  drum.  We  further  teftify  and 
declare,  that  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  hearing 
our  drum  beat,  we  proceeded  towards   the  parade,  and 

foon 
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foon  found  that  a  large  body  of  troops  were  marching 
towards  us  :  fome  of  our  company  were  coming  up  to 
the  parade,  and  others  had  reached  it,  at  which  time  the 
company  began  to  difperfe  ;  whilft  our  backs  were  turn- 
ed on  the  troops  we  were  fired  on  by  them,  and  a  num- 
ber  of  our  men  were  inflantly  killed  and  wounded. 
Not  a  gun  was  fired  by  any  person  in  our  company 
on  the  regulars  to  our  knowledge,  before  they  fired  or 
us,  and  they  continued  firing  until  we  had  all  made  our 
elcape. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  above  deponents. 


Lexington,  25th  of  April,  1775* 

WE  Nathaniel  Parkburft,  Jonas  Parker, John  Mun- 
roe,  Junr.  ]obn  Winfhip,  Solomon  Pierce,  John  Muz- 
zy, Abner  Meeds,  John  Bridge,  Junr.  Ebenezer  Bow- 
man, William  Munroe  the  3d,  Micah  Hager,  Samuel 
Saunderson,  Samuel  Hadings.  and  James  Brown,  of 
Lexington  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  colony  of 
the  MafTachufelts-Bay,  in  New.  England,  and  all  of  law- 
ful age,  do  teflify  and  fay,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
nineteenth  of  April  intiant,  about  one  or  two  o'clock, 
being  informed,  that  a  number  of  regular  officers  had 
been  riding  up  and  down  the  road  the  evening  and  night 
preceedm^,  and  that  feme  of  the  inhabitants  as  they 
were  palling,  had  been  intuited,  by  the  officers,  and 
flopped  by  them  ;  and  being  aifo  informed,  that  the  re- 
gular troops  were  on  their  march  from  Bofton,  in  order 
as  (It  was  laid)  to  take  the  colony  (tores,  then  depofited 

at 
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at  Concord,  we  met  on  the  parade  of  our  company  in 
this  town  ;  after  the  company  had  collected,  and  were 
ordered  by  captain  Parker  (who  commanded  us)  to  dif- 
perfe  for  the  prefen?-,  and  to  be  ready  to  attend  the  beat 
of  the  drum,  and  accordingly  the  company  went  into 
houfes  near  the  place  of  parade.  We  further  teftify 
and  fay,  that  about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  at- 
tended the  beat  of  our  drum,  and  were  farmed  on  the 
parade,  we  were  faced  towards  the  regulars  then  march- 
ing up  to  us,  and  fomeof  our  company  were  coming  to 
the  parade  with  their  backs  towards  the  troops,  and  o- 
thers  on  the  parade  began  to  difperfe  when  the  regulars 
fired  on  the  company  before  a  gun  was  fired  by  any  of 
our  company  on  them.  They  killed  eight  of  our  com- 
pany, and  wounded  feveral,  and  continued  their  fire,  un- 
til we  had  all  made  our  efcape. 

Signed  by  each  of  the  deponents* 


LexingL.„t  April  2^tht  1775. 

I  Timothy  Smith,  of  Lexington,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  and  colony  o(  Niassacnufetts-Bay,  in  New- 
England,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  Ceftif/and  declare,  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  April  inft.  being  on 
Lexington  common  as  a  fpeftator,  I  faw  a  large  body 
of  regular  troops  marching  up  towards  the  Lexington 
company  then  difpeiiing,  and  likewife  faw  the  regular 
troops  fire  on  the  Lexington  company,  before  the  lat- 
ter fired  a  gun  ;  I  immediately  ran,  and  a  voily  was  d.f- 

charged 
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charged  a*  me  which  put  me  in  imminent  danger  ofloof- 
ing  my  life;  I  foon  returned  to  the  comnvn  and  faw 
e:  hfoftbe  Lexington  men  who  were  killed  and  lay 
bleeding  at  a  confi deranle  didance  from  each  other  ; 
and  fevcral  were  wounded,  and  further  faith  not. 

TIMOTHY    SMITH. 


Lexington,  April  25,  *775» 

WE  Levi  Mead,  and  Levi  Harrington,  both  of 
Lexington,  in  the  county  of  Middkfex,  ?nd  colony  of 
MalTachu  lefts  Bay,  in  New  England,  and  o!  lawful 
age.  do  teftify  ant  declare,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  oi  Apul,  being  01;  Lexington  commons  as  fpecta* 
tors,  we  law  a  large  oody  of  regular  troops  marching 
up  towards  to  tiae  Lexington  company,  and  fome  of  the 
regulars  on  horses  * horn  we  to  :k  10  be  officers,  fued  a 
piftoiortwoon  the  L  xington  company  which  was  then 
difperliug  ;  thefe  were  tne  hi  it  guns  that  were  fired,  and 
they  were  immediately  followed  by  feveral  vollies 
frum  the  regulars,  by  which  eight  men  belonging 
to  laid   company  were  killed,  and  leveral  wounded. 

LEVI  HARRINGTON. 
LEVI  MEAD/' 


I  William  Draper,  of  Lawful  age,  and  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Colrain,  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire,  and  colo- 
ny of  Missachnfeits  Bay,  in  New-England,  do  teftify 
and  declare,  that  being  t>n  the  parade  offaid  Lexington, 

April 
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Aoril  i<,rh  in^.  about  halt  an  hour  before  fun-rife,   the 
ki    Vs  regular  troops  aprwred  at  the  meeting   hWe  of 
L  -xing'on,  capt.  Paiker'*  cmoanv,    who   were   drawn 
ur>  bark  of  faid    meeting  houfe   on   the    pa»aJe  turned 
from  faid  ironps,  making  their    efcape   by    difperfing; 
in  the  mean  time  the  regular  troops  made  an  huzza  and 
ran  towards  capt.  P-iibi's  company   who    were  difper- 
fing, a<id  immediacy  after    the  huzza    was   made,    the 
commanding  (nicer  of  faid  troops  (as  I  took  nim)  gave 
the  command  to  the  Hud  troops  fire!  *'  fire  !  damn    you, 
fir^  !"  and  immediately  they  fired  before  any  of  caprain 
Piker's  corn  pan)  filed,  I    ihtn    being   within    three  or 
four  rods  ol  faid  regular  troops  :  and  further  fay  not, 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 


L exington,  Ap ril  23,  1775. 

I  Thomas  Fefienden,  of  lawful  age.  teftify  and    de- 
clare, that  being  m  a  pailure  near  the  meeting  houfe,  at 
faid  Lexington,  on  Wednefday  laft,   at   about   half  an 
hour  before  fun  rife,  I  faw  a  number  of  regular  troops 
pafs  fpeedily  by  faid  meeting-houfe,  on    their    way    to- 
wards a  company  of  militia    of   faid    Lexington,  who 
were  assembled  to  the  number  ol  about  one  hundred    in 
a  company,  at  the  diflance  of  eighteen  or    twenty   rods 
from  faid  meeting  houfe  3  and  after  they  had    paffed    by 
faid  meeting  houfe,  I  faw  three  officers  on  horfe  back  ad- 
vance to  the  front  of  faid   regulars,    when    one  of    them 
being  within  fix  rods  of  the  faid  militia,  cried  out,  "  dif- 
perf  e  you  rebels  immediatly ,"  on  which  he   brandifhed 
Vol.  I,  F  f  his 
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his  fword  over  his  head  three  times ;  mean  while  the  fe- 
cond  officer,  who  was  about  two  rods  behind  him,  fired 
a  piftol,  pointed  at  faid  militia,  and  the    regulars    kept 
huzzaing  till  he  had  finifhed  brandiftiing  his   fword,  he 
pointed  it  down  towards  faid   militia,    and   immediately 
on  which  the  faid  regulars  fired  a  volley   at  the    militia, 
and  then  I  ran  offas  fa  ft  as  I  could,  while  they  continu- 
ed firing  till  I  got  out  of  their  reach.     1  further  teftify, 
that  as  foon  as  ever  the  officer  cried,  "  difperfe  you    re- 
bels/' the  faid  company  of  militia    difperled  every  way 
as  fall  as  they  could,  and  while  they  were  difperfing,  the 
regulars  kept  firing  at  them  inceffantly,  and  further  faith 
not. 

THOMAS  FESSENDEN. 


Lincoln,  April  23,  1775. 

I  John  Bateman,  belonging  to  the  fifty  fe con d  regi* 
ment,  commanded  hy  colonel  Jones,  on  Wednefday 
morning,  on  the  19th  day  of  April  inftant,  was  in  the 
party  marching  to  Concord,  being  at  Lexington,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  being  nigh  the  meeting  houfe 
in  faid  Lexington,  there  was  a -final  1  party  of  men  ga- 
thered together  in  that  place,  when  our  faid  troops 
marched  by,  and  I  teftify  and  declare  that  I  heard  the 
word  of  command  given  to  the  troops  to  fire,  and  fome 
of  faid  troops  did  fire,  and  I  faw  one  of  faid  fmall  party 
lay  dead  on  thegtound  nigh  faid  meeiing  houfe  ;   and  I 

teftiry 
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teftify  that  I  never  heard  any  ot  the  inhabitants  fo  much 
as  fire  one  gun  on  faid  troops. 

JOHN   BATEMAN. 

Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 

WE  John  Hoar,  John  Whithead,  Abraham  Gar- 
field, Benjamin  Munroe,  Ifaac  Parks,  William  Hofrner, 
John  Adams,  Gregory  Stone,  all  of  Lincoln,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  MafTachufetts-Bay,  all  of  lawful 
age,  do  teftfy  and  fay,  that  on  Wednefday  laft  we  were 
affembled  at  Concord,  in  the  morning  of  faid  day,  in 
confequence  of  information  received,  that  a  brigade  of 
regular  troops  were  on  their  march  to  the  faid  town  of 
Concord,  who  had  killed  fix  men  at  the  town  of  Lex- 
ington ;  about  an  hour  afterwards  we  law  them  ap- 
proaching, to  the  number,  as  we  apprehended,  of  about 
twelve  hundred,  on  which  we  retreated  to  a  hill  about 
eighty  rods  back,  and  the  faid  troops  then  took  pollef- 
lion  of  the  hill,  where  we  were  firlt  polled  ;  prefently  af- 
ter this  we  faw  the  troops  moving  towards  the  North- 
Bridge,  about  one  mile  from  the  laid  Concord  meeting 
houie,  we  then  immediately  went  before  them  and  paf- 
fed  the  bridge  jufi  before  a  party  of  them  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  two  hundred,  arrived  ;  they  there  left  about 
one  half  of  their  two  hundred  at  the  bridge,  and  proceed- 
ed with  the  reil  towards  Col.  Barretts,  about  two  miles 
from  the  faid  bridge ;  we  then  feeing  feveral  fires  in  tha 
town,  thought  the  houfes  in  Concord  were  in  danger  ; 
and  marched  cowards  the  faid    bridge,   and   the  iroops 

thai 
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that    were  Rationed    there,    obferving  our     approach, 
marched  back  over    the  bridge,  and  then  took  up  fome 
of  the  planks ;  we  then  haftened  our  march  towards    the 
bridge,  and  when  we  had   got    near    the    bridge    they 
fired  on  our  men,  firft  three  guns,  one    after   the  other, 
and  then  *  confiderabh  number  more  ;    and  then,  and 
not  before,  (having  orders  from  our    commanding   offi* 
cers  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upon)  we    fired    upon 
the    regulars   and    they    retreated.       On  their   reireat 
through  the  town  of  Lexington  to  Charleflown,  they  ra- 
vaged and  cL-ftroyed  private  property,  a»id  burnl  three 
houfes,  one  barn,  and  one  (hop. 

Signed  hy  each  of  the  deponents. 

Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 

WE,    Nathan    Barrot,  captain ;    Jonathan    Farrar, 
Jofeph    Butler,    and    Francis     Wheeier,    lieutenants ; 
John  Barret,  enfign  ;  John  Brown,  Silas    Walker,    E- 
phraim  Melvin,    Nathan    Buttnck,    Stephen    Hofmer, 
Junr.  Samuel  Barret,  Thomas  Jones,   Jofeph    ChancL 
ler,  Peter  Wheeler,  Nathan  Pierce,  and  Edward  Rich- 
ardfon,  all  of  Concord,  in  the  county    of  Middlelex,  in 
the  province  of  MaiTachuietts-Bay,  of  lawful  a^e,  teflify 
and  declare,  that  on  Wednelday  the  19  th  inft,  about  an 
hour  after  fun- rife  we  aflembled  oa  a  hill  near  the  meet* 
ing  houfe  in  Concord,  aforefaid,  in    confequence  ot    an 
mtormation  that  a  number  ot  regular  troops    had   killed 
iix  ot  our  countrymen  at  Lexington,  and  were  on   their 
ti  arch  to  laid  Concord  j  and  about  an  hour  afterwards 

we 
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we  faw  them  approaching,  to  the  number,  as    we   ima* 
gin.-,  or  ao.vit  twelve  nun drH  ;  on  which    we    retrea-ed 
to  a  hill  about  eighty  rods  back   and  the  aforcfaid  troops 
then  took  pofTefli  m  of  a  hill  where  wewere  fiift  poftcdL 
Prefently    after   this    we    faw  them  moving  to  vaHs  the 
north-bridge,    about   one  mile  from  laid  meeting  houfet 
we  then   immediately  went  before  them,  and  pafled   the 
bridge   jult  before  a  party  of  them  to  the  number  of  a- 
bout  two  hundred,  arrived.     They  there  left    about  one 
half  of  thofe  two  hundred  at  the  bridge,  and    proceeded 
with  the  reft  towards  colonel   Barrets,  about  two  mile* 
from  the  faid  bridge.      We  then  feeing  feveral    fires    in 
the  town,  thought  our  houles  were  in  danger,    and  im- 
mediately marched  back   towards  (aid   bridge,  and  the 
troops  who    were    Rationed    there,    obferviiig    our  ap- 
proach, marched  back  over  the    bridge,    and    then  took 
up  fome  of  the  planks.     We    then   hatlened  our   fteps 
towards  the  bridge,  and  when  we  had  got  near  the  bridge, 
they  fired  on  our  men,  fiift  three  guns  one  after   the     o- 
ther,  and  then  a  confiderabie  number  more  :  upon  which 
and    not^  before,  (having  orders  from  our  commanding 
officer  not  to  fire  till  we  were  fired  upoijj  we  fired  upon 
the   regulars,    and  they  retreated.     At  Concord  and  on 
their  retreat  through  Lexington,  they    plundered  many 
houfes,  burnt  three  at  Lexington,  together  with   a  fhop 
and  barn,  and  committed  damage  more  or  lefs  to  alaajfk 
every  houfe  from  Concord  to  Charleitown. 

;   ;  .  Signed  by  each  of  the  deponents. 

WE 
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WE,  Jofeph  Butler,  and  Ephraim  Melvin,  do  tefti- 
fy  and  declare,  that  when  the  regular  troops  fired  upon 
our  people  at  the  north-bridge  iu  Concord,  as  related  in 
the  foregoing  depofitions,  they  (hot  one,  and  we  be- 
lieve two,  of  our  people,  before  we  fired  a  fingle  gun  at 
them. 

JOSEPH  BUTLER, 
EPHRAIM  MELVIN, 
Lexington,  April  23,  1 775- 


Concord,  j4pril,  23.  1775. 

I  Timothy  Minot,  Junr.  of  Concord  on  the  19th 
day  of  this  inftant  April,  after  that  I  had  heard  of  the 
regular  troops  firing  upon  Lexington  men,  and  fearing 
that  hoflilities  might  be  committed  at  Concord,  thought 
it  my  incumbent  duty  to  fecure  my  family.  After  I 
had  fecured  my  family,  fome  time  after  that,  returning 
towards  my  own  dwelling,  and  finding  that  the  bridge 
on  the  north  part  of  laid  Concord  was  guarded  by  regu- 
lar troops,  being  a  fpe&ator  of  what  had  happened  at 
faid  bridge,  declare,  that  the  regular  troops  Rationed  on 
faid  bridge,  after  they  faw  the  men  that  were  collected 
on  the  wefterly  fide  of  faid  bridge  marched  towards  faid 
bridge  then  the  troops  returned  towards  the eaflerly  fide 
of  faid  bridge  and  formed  thernfelves,  as  I  thought  for 
regular  fight :  after  that  they  fired  one  gun,  then  two  or 
three  more,  before  the  men  that  weie  ftationed  on  tha 
wefterly  part  of  faid  brige  fired  upon  them. 

TIMOTHY  MINOT,  Jun. 

Lexingion, 
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Lexington,  April  23,  1775. 

I  James  Barret,  of  Concord,  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  militia  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  do  teflify  and  fay, 
that  on  Wednefday  morning  laft,  about  day  break,  I 
was  informed  of  the  approach  of  a  number  of  the  regular 
troops  to  the  town  of  Concord,  where  were  fome  maga- 
zines belonging  to  this  province,  when  there  was  aflem- 
bled  fome  of  the  militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
towns,  I  ordered  them  to  march  to  the  north  bridge  (fo 
called)  which  they  had  palled  and  were  taking  up.  I 
ordered  faid  militia  to  march  to  faid  bridge  and  pafs  the 
fame,  but  not  to  fire  on  the  king's  troops  unlefs  they 
were  firft  fired  upon.  We  advanced  near  faid  bridge, 
when  the  faid  troons  fired  unon  our  militia  and  killed 
two  men  dead  on  the  spot,  and  wounded  feveral  others^ 
which  was  the  firfl  firing  of  suns  in  the  town  of  Con- 
cord  :  my  detachment  then  returned  the  fire,  which  kil- 
led and  wounded  fevcrai  of  the  king's  troops. 

JAMES  BARRETT. 


WE,  Bradbury  Robinfon,  Samuel  Spring,  Thadde- 
us  Bancroft,  all  of  Concord  j  and  James  Adams,  of 
Lexington,  all  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  all  of  lawful 
age,  do  teflify  and  fay,  that  on  Wednefday  morning 
laft,  near  ten  of  the  clock,  we  faw  near  one  hundred  of 
the  regular  troops,  being  in  the  town  of  Concord  at  the 
north  bridge  in  faid  town  (fo  called)  and  having  palled 
the  fame  they  were  taking  up  faid  bridge,  wii«n  about 

three 
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three  hundred  of  our  militia  were  advancing  toward  faid 
bridge,  in  order  to  pass  f dd  bridge,  when,  without  fay- 
ing any  thing  to  us,  they  difcharged  a  number  of  guns 
on  us,  which  killed  two  men  dead  on  the  fpji,  and 
wounded  feveral  others  :  when  we  returned  the  fire  on 
them  which  killed  two  of  them  and  wounded  feveral, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  hoiiilities,  in  the  town  of 
Concord. 

BR  AD  BURY  ROBINSON, 
SAMUEL  SPRING, 
TH  YDDEUS  BANCROFT, 
JAMES  ADAMS. 

Worcejler  April  26.  1775. 

u  Hannah  Bra^ifh,  of  that  partof  Cambridge,  cal- 
edMonotomy,  and  daughter  of  Timothy  Paine  ot  Wor- 
cefter,  in  the  county  ol  Worceftei,  E>q;  of  lawful  age, 
teflifies  and  fays,  that  about  5  o'clock  on  Wednefday 
laft,  afternoon,  being  in  her  bed  chamber  ;  with  her  in- 
fant child,  about  eight  days  old,  fhe  was  furprized  by 
the  firing  of  the  kings  troops  and  our  people,  on  their 
Te'urn  from  Concord.  She  being  weak  and  unable  to 
go  out  of  her  houfe,  in  order  to  fecure  herself  and  fami- 
ly, they  all  retired  into  the  kitchen,  in  the  back  part  of 
the  house  She  foon  found  the  houfe furrounded  with 
the  kind's  troops  ;  that  upon  obfervation  made,  at  leaft 
feventy  bullets  were  (hot  into  the  front  part  of  the  houfe; 
feveral  bullets  lodged  in  the  kitchen,  where  (he  was,  and 

one 
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one  patted  through  an  eJv  c'yat  fh  -  \\  \  juft  gone  From. 
The  door  of  the  front  0  irt  of  the  houfc  ;vas  broke  open  ; 
fhe  did  not  fee  any  Toilers  in  the  noufe,  but  fuppofed, 
by  the  noife,  they  were  in  fhe  front.  After  the  troops 
had  gone  off,  fhe  miffed  the  following  things,  which, 
fhe  veHy  believes,  were  t  -ken  out  of  the  houfe  by  the 
kin^s  troops,  v<z.  oae  rich  brocade  gown  called  a  negli- 
gee, one  lateftring  gOA-n,  one  white  quilt,  one  pair  of 
brucade  (hoes,  three  fhifts  eight  white  aprons,  three 
caps,  one  cafe  of  ivory  knives  and  forks,  and  feveral  o« 
ther  finall  articles. 

HANNAH  BRADISH. 

Province  of  the  Mas-  ?    JKr       a       rr    a      i    c 

sachuletts-B.y.         \   Worceftcr.J.  April  26.  1775. 


"  Mns.  Hannah  Bradifh,  the  above  deponet  rnaketh 
oath  before  us,  the  (ubfcnbers,  two  of  his  majefty's  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Worcefter,  and  of 
the  quorum,  that  the  above  depoGtion,  according  to  her 
befl  recoile&ion,  is  the  truth.  Which  depofition  is  ta- 
ken in  perpetuara  rei  memoriam. 

THOMAS  STEEL, 
TIMOrdY  PAINE. 


Concord,  April  i j,  I775* 

I,  JamesMarr,  of  lawful  age,  tellify  and  fay,  that  in  the 

evening  of  the  i8th  inft;  I  received  orders  from    George 

Vol,  I.  G  g  Hutchin,- 
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Hutchinfon,  adjutant  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  re- 
gular troops  Rationed  at  Boflon,  to  prepare  and  march  5 
to  which  cider  I  at  ended,  and  marched  to  Concord, 
where  J  was  ordered  by  an  officer  with  about  one  hun- 
dred mrn,  to  guard  a  certain  bridge  there  ;  while  attend* 
\  ing  that  fervice,  a  number  of  people  came  along,  in  or- 
der ;  as  I  fuppofe,  to  crofs  laid  bridge,  at  which  time  a 
number  of  the  regular  troops  foil  fired  upon  them. 

JAMES  MARR. 


Medford,  April  25,  1775. 

I,  Edward  Thoroton  Gould,  of  his  majefty's  own 
regiment  of  foot,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  teftify  and  de- 
clare,, that  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  inftant,  under  the 
orders  of  general  Gage,  I  embarked  with  the  light  in« 
fantry  and  grenadiers  of  the  line,  commanded  by  colo- 
nel Smith,  and  landed  on  the  marfhes  of  Cambridge, 
from  whence  we  proceeded  to  Lexington  ;  on  our  arri- 
val at  that  place,  we  faw  a  body  of  provincial  troops 
armed,  to  the  number  of  about  fixty  or  feventy  men,  on 
our  approach  they  difperfed  and  foon  after  firing  began, 
but  which  paity  fired  firft  I  cannot  exa&ly  fay,  as  our 
t  -os  lulhed  on  fhouting,  and  huzzaing,  previous  to 
tl  e  firings  which  was  continued  by  our  troops  fo  long 
, as  any  of  the  provincials  were  to  be  ken.  From  thence 
we  marched  to  Concord,  on  a  hill  near  the  entrance  of 
the  town,  we  taw  another  body  of  provincials  aiTem- 
blc?d,  the  light  infantry  companies  were  ordered  up  the 
bill  to  difperie  them ;  on  our  approach  they  retreated 

towards 
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towards  Concord  ;  the  grenadiers  continued  the  road 
under  the  hill  towards  the  town.  Six  companies  of 
light  infantry  were  ordered  down  to  take  poffeflion  of 
the  bridge  which  the  provincials  retreated  over  :  the 
company  I  commanded  was  one,  three  companies  of  the 
above  detachment  went  forwards  about  two  miles :  in 
the  mean  time  the  provincial  troops  returned,  to  the 
number  of  about  three  or  four  hundred  :  we  drew  up 
on  the  Concord  fide  of  the  bridge,  the  provincials  came 
down  upon  us,  upon  which  we  engaged  and  gave  the 
firft  fire;  this  was  the  fit  It  engagement  after  the  one  at 
Lexington  ;  a  continued  filing  from  both  parties  lafted 
through  the  whole  day  ;  I  myfelf  was  wounded  at  the  at- 
tack of  the  bridge,  and  am  now  treated  with  the  greateft 
humanity,  and  taken  all  poifible  care  of  by  the  provin* 
cials  at  Medford 

EDWARD  THOROTQN  GOULD,  Lieut. 

Kingi  own  Regiment^ 
Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  Mid- 


rovmce  of  Maliachufetts-Bay,  Mid-1 
dlefex  County,  Apnl  25,  1775.      / 


Lieut,  Thoroton  Gould,  aforenamed,  perfonally 
made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  declaration  by 
him  fubferibed,  before  us, 

Thad.  Masson,  jofiah  Johnfon,  Simon  Tufts, 
juftices  of  the  peace,  for  the  county  alorefaid,  Quorum 
unuu 

Province  of  Massachafetts-Bay,  CharleJlown9]J. 

"  I,    Nathaniel    Gorham,    Notary   and   Tabellion 
Public,  by  lawful  authority  duly  admitted  Land  fworn, 

hereby 
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hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  con- 
cern. That  Thadeus  Mafon,  J  >Gah  Johnfon,  and  Si- 
mon Tufts,  Efqrs,  are  three  of  his  majefty's  juftices  of 
the  peace  (Quorum  unus)  for  the  county  of  Middlefex; 
ana  that  full  faith  *nd  credit  is,  and  ought  to  be  given 
te  their  tranfadtions  as  fuch  both  in  court  and  out.  In 
witnefs  whereof,  i  have  hereunto  affiixed  my  name  and 
feal,  this  twenty  fixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one 
thoufand  [even  hundred  and  (even tv -five. 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  Notary  Public/' %   l    s    % 

(All  the  above  depofitions  are  fworn  ro  before  juf- 
tices of  the  the  peace,  and  duly  actefted  by  Notaries 
public,  in  manner  of  the  iaft  one.) 


In  Provincial  Congrefs,  Watertown,  April  26,  1775* 
To  the  Inhabitants  oj  Great  Britain. 

*  FRIENDS  AND  FELLOW  SUBJECTS, 

HOSTILITIES,  are  at  length 
commenced  in  this  colony  by  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  general  Gage,  and  it  b,eing  of  the  greateft 
importance,  that  an  earh^  true,  and  authentic  account 
of  this  inhuman  proceeding  fhouid  be  known  to  you, 
the  congrefs  of  this  colony  have  tranfmkted  the  fame, 
and  from  want  of  a  feffion  of  the  hon.  continetal  Con- 
grefs, think  it  proper  to  addiefs  you  011  the  alarming  oc- 
cafion. 

By 
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By  the  chared  der>ofitions  relative  to  this  trana&ion, 
it  will  appear  that  on  the  night  proceeding  the    10/h  of  * 
April,  inftmt,  a  body  ot  the  k'n^s'    troops,    under   the 
command  ot  col.  Smith,  were  iecretly  landed   at    Cam- 
bridge, with  an  apparenc'defi^n  to  take  or    deftroy    the 
military   and  other  (lores  provided  for  the  defence  of  this 
colon v,    and    depofited    at    Cuncord,      That    fome  in- 
habitants   of    the  colony,    on  the  night  afoiefaid,  whilft 
travelling  peaceably  on  the  road    between    Bofton,  and 
Concord,   were  ieized  and  greatly  abufed  by  armed  men, 
who  appeared  to  be    officers    of  general    Gage's   army, 
that  the  town  of  Lexington  by  thefe  means  was  alarmed, 
and  a  company  of  the  inhabitants  muttered  on  the   oc- 
caGon.      That  the  regular  >rojps,  on  their  way  to  Con- 
cord, marched  into  the  faid  town  of  Lexington,  and  the 
faid  company    on    their    approach    be^an    to    difperfe 
That  notwithftanding  this,  the  regulars  rufhed     on  with 
great  violence  and  fit  ft  began   hoflilities,    by    firing  on 
faid  Lexington  company,  wcreby  they  killed   eight  and 
wounded  fev^ral  others.      That  the  regulars   continued 
their  fire  until  thole  o!  faid  company  who    were  neither 
killed  nor  wounded,  had  made  their  efcape.      That  col- 
Smith,  with  the  detachment  then  marched  to   Concord, 
where  a  number  of  provincials  were  again  fired    on   by 
the  troops,  two  of  them    killed   and    feverai    wounded, 
before  the  provincials  fired  on  tbtm,  and  that  thefe  hof- 
tile  meafures  of  the  troops  produced  an  engagement  that 
lafted  through  the    day,    in    which   many  of   the    pro- 
vincials,   and    more  of  the    regulai  troops  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

To 
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To  give  a  particular  account  of  the  ravages  of 
the  troops,  as  they  retreated  from  Concord  to  Charles- 
town,  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable  ;  let 
it  fuftice  to  fay,  that  a  great  number  of  the  houfes  on 
the  road  were  plundered  and  rendered  unfit  for  ufe :  fe- 
veral  were  burnt ;  women  in  child-bed  were  driven,  by 
the  foldiery,  naked  into  the  ftreets  ;  old  men  peaceably 
in  their  houfes  were  fhot  dead  ;  and  fuch  fcenes  exhi- 
bited as  would  difgrace  the  annals  of  the  moil  unciviliz* 
ed  nations. 

Thefe,  brethren,  are  marks  of  minifterial  vengeance 
againft  this  colony,  for  refuftng,  with  her  lifter  colonies, 
a  fubmifiion  to  flavery  ;  but  they  have  not  yet  detached 
us  from  our  royal  fovereign.  We  profels  to  be  his  loy- 
al and  dutiful  fubje&s,  and  fo  Hardly  dealt  with  as  we 
have  been  are  ftill  ready,  with  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  defend  his  perfon,  family,  crown,  and  dignity. 
Neverthelefs,  to  the  perfection  and  tyranny  of  his 
cruel  miniftry  we  will  net  tamely  fuhmit — appealing  to> 
heaven  for  the  uflice  of  our  caufe,  we  determine  to  die 
or  be  free. 

We  cannot  think  that  the  honour,  wifdom,  and  va- 
lour of  Britons  will  fuffer  them  to  be  long  inactive 
fpe&ators  of  meafures,  in  which  they  themfelves  are  fo 
deeply  interefted. — Meafures  purfued  in  oppofition  to 
the  folemn  proteftsof  many  noble  lords,  and  exprefTed 
fenfe  of  confpicuous  commons,  whofe  knowlege  and 
virtue  have  long  characterized  them  as  fome  of  the  great- 
er! men  in  the  nation. — Meafures  executing  contrary 
to  the  intereft,  petitions  and  refolves  of  many  large  ref- 
pettable  and  opulent  counties,  cities,  and    boroughs   in 

Great 
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Great  Britain.  Meafures  highly  incompatible  with  jut* 
tice,  but  (till  purfued  v/ith  a  fpecious  pretence  of  eafing 
the  nation  of  its  burthens,  Meafures  which  if  fuccels* 
ful,  mud  end  in  the  ruin  and  slavery  of  Britain,  as  well 
as  the  perfected  American  colonies. 

We  ilncerely  hope,  that  the  great  fovereign  of  the 
univerfe,  who  hath  fo  often  appeared  for  the  Englifti  oa* 
don,  will  fupport  you  in  every  rational  and  manly  ex- 
ertion with  these  colonies,  for  faving  it  from  ruin  ;  and 
that  in  a  conflitutional  connection  with  the  mother  coun- 
try,we  mail  foon  be  altogether  a  free  and  happy  people. 

Per  Order, 

Joseph  Warren,  Prefident,  P.  T* 

Refolved,N.  C.  D.  That  the  Congress  will  on  Monr 
day  next  refolve  itfelfinto  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  America. 

On  Saturday  May  13th.  The  continental  Congrefs 
being  informed,  that  doctor  Lyman  Flail  attended  at 
the  door  as  a  delegate  from  the  parifh  of  St.  John's,  ia 
thecolony  of  Georgia,  and  defired  to  know  whether,  as 
fuch  he  may  be  admitted  to  this  Congress. 

Agreed  unanimously,  That  he  be  admitted  as  a  de- 
legate from  the  parifli  of  St*    John's  in    the   colony  of 
Georgia,fubje&  to  fuch  regulations  as  the  Congrefs  ihall 
determine,  relative  to  his  voting. 

Mr,  Lyman  Hall  being  accordingly  admitted,  pro- 
duced 
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duced  his  credentials,  which  were  read  and    approved, 
and  are  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  honourable  gentlemen  of  theCo-^efs,  r]eGgn- 
ed  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Mar,  A    D,  1775. 

The  Address  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parijh  of  St,  John's 
in  the  Province  of  Georgia. 

GENTLEMEK, 

TO  give  a  particular  detail  of  our  many 
^rugg'es  m  tne  cattfe  of  liberty, the  many  meetings  there- 
by occasioned  and  held  in  this  panfh?  the  endeavours 
we  have  uted  to  induce  the  seit  of  'this  province  to  con- 
cur with  us,  the  attendance  cf  our  committee  on  the 
provincial  conventions  held  at  Savanrfah  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  particularly  that  of  the  t8ih  of  January  lair, 
h  if h  their  proceedings,  and  the  reafons  ot  our  dilTent  from 
them,  we  think  would  be  tedious  to  you,  and  therefore 
fend  a  fbmma*y  a^ftraiSfc,  which  with  die  account,  that 
may  be  given  by  Lyman  Hah',  Efq.  appointed  a  dele- 
gate to  iepr?fent  and  acl  for  this  parifh  in  the  general 
continental  Congress,  to  be  field  in  May  next,  and  the 
teflimonies  of  the  honourable  delegates  from  South  Ca- 
rolina, we  hope  will  be  fatisfa&ory* 

Immediately  upon  om  being  honoured  with  an  an- 
swer to  tie  representation  of  our  case  tranfmitted  to  the 
honourable  Congrefs  which  fat  at  Philadelphia  laft  year, 
withacoyy  of  the  affociation  there  entered  into,  we  had 
a  meeting  and  our  proceedings  then  and  hnce  that  time, 
will  in  brief  appeai  from  the  following  abfira&s  of  an  ai- 

ctrefs 
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drefs  from  this  parifti  to  the  co-nmittec  of  correspon- 
dence in  Charleftown,  South  Carolina,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

+*  GENTLEMEN 

HEREWITH  will  be  communicated 
to  you,  the  feveral  Heps  taken  by  this  panfhin  their  en- 
deavours to  conform,  as  near  as  pofliole,  to  the  refolu- 
tions  entered  into  by  the  other  colonies  :  and  the  par- 
ticular mcifures  now  adopted,  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  continental  allocution,  which  we  embraced  the 
earlicit  opportunity  ot  acceeding  to,  by  fubfcribing  it, 
on  condition  that  trade  and  commerce  with  the  other 
colonies  be  continued  to  us  the  lubfcribers;  and  there- 
upon mould  have  immediately  fenc  to  you  lor  your  ap- 
probation and  indulgence,  but  were  delayed  by  a  fura- 
mons  to  attend  a  provincial  congrefs  in  Savannah  on 
the  18th  of  January  laft,  for  the  purpofe  as  we  under- 
flood  of  a  general  affrciation  with  the  other  colonies, 
and  chufing  delegates  :  ?:  which  time  and  place  we  at- 
tended, and  acquainted  the  other  panfhes  affembled  on 
that  occaiion,  that  we  had  already  acceeded  fo  the  gen- 
eral aiibciation,  on  condition,  as  above  mentioned,  and 
carnelUy  requeued  them  to  do  the  fame.  Had  they  ac- 
ceeded fully  to  the  general  affociaiion,  we  fhould  have 
had  no  occafionto  trouble  you  with  this  addrefs ;  but  at 
they  did  not,  we  now  apply  to  you,  to  admit  us  the  lub- 
fcribers to  an  alliance  with  you,  requefting  that  you 
will  allow  trade  and  commerce  to  be  continued  to  us, 
the  lame  to  be  conducted  under  fuch  regulations  and 
reftriaions,  as  (hall  be  confident  with  the  continental 
Vol.  I,  H  h  affocla* 
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aiTociation,  and  which  on  our  part  we  engage  with  all 
possible  care  to  keep  inviolate.  As  we  of  this  pariflb 
are  a  body  detached  from  the  reft  (i.  e.  of  this  province) 
by  our  leiolutioas,  and  fufficiently  diilinft  by  local  utii- 
ation,  large  enough  for  particular  notice,  adjoining  a  par- 
ticular port  and  in  that  refpecl  capable  of  conforming 
to 'be  general  association  it  connected  with  you,  with 
the  {fcme  fidelity  as  a  diliant  parifh  of  your  own  pro- 
vince ;  we  mufl  be  conuVered  as  comprehended  within 
the  fpuit  and  equitable  meaning  of  the  continental  asso- 
ciation, and  hope  you  will  not  condemn  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  efpecially  when  a  due  reparation  is  made 
between  them. 

Give  us  leave  to  aclc'only,  that  we  wait  your  anfwer, 
fhall  be  glad  of  your  advice,  and  are,  with  efteem, 

Gentlemen,  yours  &c» 

St.  John's  gth  February  1775. 


To  which  we  received  the  following  Anfwer. 


»  GEhlLEMEUT, 

YOUR  letter,  accompany:r?g  futxlry  pa- 
pers,  having  been  laid  betore  a  very  full  committee  of 
this  coioo),  and  undergone  the  moil  mature  delibera- 
tion: 1  am  by  the;r  defire  to  acquaint  you,  that  they 
have  the  highefi  ienfeofyour  arduous  llragglcs  in  fa- 
vour of  the  common  caufe  oi  America  ;  and  molt  fin- 
ceicly  lament  your  prefent;  unhappy  fkuation  :  but 
.^cuid  recommend  a  continuance  o!  your  laudable  ex- 
,  eitioas, 


IP 


) 
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ertions,  and  the  laying  a  (late  of  your  cafe  before  the  en- 
iuing  continental  Congrefs,  as  the  only  means  of  obtain- 
ing relief,  and  to  put  you  in  the  fituation  you  wilb, 
which  this  committee  apprehend  to  be  entirely  out  of 
their  power  to  do  ;  as  it  is  their  opinion,  that  the  parifti^ 
of  St.  John,  being  a  part  of  the  colony  of  Georgia 
(which,  by  not  acceeding  to,  has  violated  the  continen- 
tal affociation)  falls  under  the  14th  aiticle  of  the  laid  % 
association,  no  par?:  of  which  any  committee  can  pre- 
lum e  to  do  away,  &c. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anf-.vcr,  it  was  feriously  con- 
fidered  in  what  manner  to  conduct  in  the  preftnt  fitua- 
tion •  and  propofed  whether  we  mould  immediately 
break  of  all  connexion  and  commerce  with  Savannah 
and  all  other  inhabitants  of  this  province,  who  have 
not  fuiiv  acceeded  to  the  continental  association. 

It  was  confidered,  that  as  we  were  denied  commerce 
with  any  other  colony,  and  but  one  merchant  among  us 
confiderable  for  dry  goods  had  ngned  our  s6sociation,and 
he  inefficient  for  a  prefent  fupply,  and  we  utterly  una- 
ble at  prefent  to  procure  materials  or  manufactures  tor 
cloathing  among  ouifelves,  we  mull,  by  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion  become  extremely  miferabiej  it  was  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  till  we  could  obtain  trade  and  commerce  with 
fbme  other  colony,  it  is  abfolutely  necessary  to  continue 
it  in  fomerefpeSs  with  our  own,  and  determined  that 
it  be  carried  on  under  the  following  regulations. 

1.  That  none  of  us  (hall  directly  or  indiredly  pur- 
chafe  any  slave  irDpore4  at  Savannah,  (large  numb-rs 
of  which  we  undepftand  are  therte  expected,)  till  the  feiUfi 
W  the  Congrefs  lhaM  be  madeknowni©  us. 

2,  That 
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2.  That  we  will  not  trade  at  all  with  any  merchant 
at  Savannah  or  elfewheie,  that  will  not  join  in  our  af- 
fociating  agreement,  otherwife  than  under  the  infpe&ion 
of  a  committee  for  that  purpofe  appointed,  and  for  fuch 
things  only  as  they  fruli  judge  neceffary,  and  when 
they  shall  think  are  neceffary  reafons  for  fo  doing, 

A  committee  was  then  nominated,  and  appointed 
to  fet  weekly,  on  Thurfdays  for  the  purpofes  aforc- 
faid. 

It  was  then  refolved  that  a  delegate  be  fcntfrom  this 
parifh  to  the  Congrefs,  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  inMay 
next,  and  that  Tuefday  the  aid  ot  March  be  appointed 
for  chufing  one. 

On  the  faid  21ft  of  March  at  a  full  meeting  Lyman 
Hall,  Efq.  was  unanimously  chofen  to  reprefent  and  a& 
for  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifh,  as  a  delegate  at  th« 
general  Congrefs  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  May 
next,  who  are  determined  faithfully  to  adhere  to,  and 
abide  by,  the  determination  of  him  and  the  other  ho« 
nourable  members  of  the  fame. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  inhabitants. 

By  DANIEL  ROBERTS,  and  twenty  others 

Members  of  the  committee. 

Midway  St.  John's  Parifh  in  the  Province! 
oj  Georgia,  igth  April,  A.  D,  1775*     j 


Oa 
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Oi  Monday  May  15th.  Upon  mofion<  agreed,  That 
the  fecretary  be  allowed  to  employ  Timothy  Malack 
as  a  clerk,  he  having  firft  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation 
to  keep  (ecret  the  tranfatlions  of  the  Congrefs,  that  may 
be  entrusted  to  him,  or  may  come  to  his  knowledge. 

The  city  and  county  of  New  York  having,  through 
the  delegates  of  that  province  applied  to  Congrefs  for 
advice  how  10  conduct  themfelves  with  regard  to  the 
troops  expe&cd  there,  the  Congrefs  took  the  matter  into 
confideration.  During  their  deliberations  it  became 
necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  theCongrefs  by  colonies, 
upon  which  a  queflion  arofe  whether  the  delegate  from 
the  Parifh  of  St.  John's  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  could 
betadmitted  to  vote.  After  fome  debate  on  this  question, 
the  delegate  from  that  Parifh  arofe,  and  afyer  obferving 
that  the  prefent  diftrefsful  fuuation  of  American  affairs 
had  induced  a  neceffity  of  this  Congrefs,  which  was 
compofed  of  delegates  reprefenting  whole  colonies ;  that 
as  he  did  not  reprefent  a  colony,  but  only  a  part,  he  did 
not  infill  on  giving  a  vote  as  a  colony,  but  was  content* 
ed  to  hear  and  assifl  in  the  debates,  and  to  give  his  vote 
in  all  cafes,  except  when  the  fentiments  of  the  Congrefs 
were  taken  by  colonies. 

The  Congrefs  then  refumed  the  confideration  of  the 
matter  referred  to  them  j  during  the  debate  Samuel 
Ward,  Efq.  one  of  the  delegates  from  Rhode-Island, 
appeared  and  produced  his  credentials,  which  being  read, 
were  approved  and  are  as  follows  : 
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.*.4#***-M.       By  the  Honourable  the    General   AlTern- 
S   L    s    *  blyof  the  Englilh    Colony  of  Rhode  -Island, 
*-*#*#*}4  anc*  Providence  Plantations,    in    New-Eng- 
land in    America. 

To  the  Hon,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Efq.  and  the  Eon,  Sam- 
uel Ward,  ^.—GREETING. 

WHEREAS  the  general  afrembly  of  the  colony 
aforefaid,  have  nominated  and  appointed  you,  the  faid 
Stephen  Hopkins,  and  Samuel  Ward,  to  reprefent  the 
people  hi  this  colony  in  a  general  Congrefs  of  reprefenta- 
tives  from  this  and  the  other  colonies,  to  be  holdfett  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  dure  in  behalf  of  this  co- 
lony, to  meet  and  join  with  the  commissioners  or  dele- 
gates from  the  other  colonics,  in  confuting  upon  proper 
xneafures  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  feveral  a£b  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  parliament,  for  levying  taxes  upon  Lis  m^tHy's  fub- 
jects  in  America  without  their  cbnfent;  and  upon  pro- 
per  meafures  to  eftablifh  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
colonies  upon  ajuft  and  foliJ  foundation,  agreeable  to 
the  inftructions  given  you  by  the  general    affeiftbly. 

By  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  general  affernbly,  I  Henry 
Ward,  E?q,  fecretary  of  the  ia;d  colony,  have  hereunto 
fet  my  hand  and  affixed  the  it  A  of  the  fa?d  colony  this 
feventh  day  of  May.  A.  D,  1775,  and  in  the  fiiceenth 
year  of  tin  reign  of  his  rood  faci  d  raajefly  George  the 
third,  by  the  grace  oi  Gju,  king  ai  Great  Britain,  &c. 

(Signed) 

HENRY  WARD. 
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The  matter  unier  c  :nfideration  being  refumed,  thai 
Congrefs  refolved,  that  it  be  recommended,  for  the  pre-, 
ent,  to  the  inhabitants  or  N  f  York,  that  if  the  troops, 
which  are  expected,  mould  arrive,  the  faid  colony  act  on 
the  dcfen five,  (o  lon/asm-iy  be  confifient  with  their 
falttj  ard  fecurity  ;  that  the  troops  be  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  barracks,  fo  long  as  they  behave  peaceably* 
and  quietly,  but  that  they  be  not  fuffcred  to  erect  forti- 
fkinons,  or  take  any  fleps  for  cutting  off  the  communi- 
cation between  the  town  and  country,  and  that  if  they 
commit  hoftilities,  or  invade  private  property,  the  inha- 
bitants fhould  defend  ihcmfelves  and  their  property,  aiid 
repel  force  by  force;  that  the  warlike  ftores  be  removed 
from  the  town  ;  that  pLces  of  retreat,  in  cafe  of  necessi- 
ty, be  provided  for  the  women  and  children  of  New- 
Yo'ft  ;  and  that  a  fufrkienl  number  of  men  be  embodi- 
ed, and  kept  in  con  ft  ant  readinefs  for  protecting  the  in- 
habitants from  infult  and  irjviry. 

Upon  motion,  RefokeA,  ThatMr.  Wafliin^ror:,  Mr. 
Lynch,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  the  delegates  from  New- 
Yo?k,  be  a  committee  to  conGder  what  polls  are  necef- 
fary  to  be  occupied  in  the  colony  of  New  Yoik,  and 
they  be  dehred  to  report  as  fpeedily  as  possible.  Re. 
solved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve  itfel£ 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  conGderafion 
the  ftatc  of  America. 

On  TuefJay  May  1  Gib,  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  ihe  Congrefs  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confederation  the  flate  of  A- 
menca ;  after  Tome  time    fpetift  therein,    the    prefidenfc 

refumed 
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refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr  Tilghman  reported  from 
the  conamm-Sfc,  that  they  had  taken  the  matter  referred 
to  them  into  confideration,  but  not  having  come  to  any 
refolution,  defired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

Refolvcd,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  again 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
their  farther  conQderarion  the  ftate  of  America. 

On  Wednefd.ty  May  17th,  Upon  motion  Congrefs 
resolved  unanimously  that  all  exportation  to  Quebec, 
Nova-Scotia,  the  Island  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland, 
Georgia,  except  the  Parish  of  St.  John's,  and  to  Eaft 
and  WeftFlonda.  immediately  ceafe,  and  that  no  provi- 
fion  of  any  kind,  or  01  her  r;eceiTanes  be  furnished  to  the 
British  fisheries  on  tbeAroeric  an  coafis,  until  it  be  oiher- 
wile  determined  by  the  (  on^refs. 

On  Thursday  My  i8th,  the  prefident  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  feme  important  intelligence  he  received 
laft  night  by  expr„efs,  relative  to  the  furptizing  and  tak- 
ing of  Ticonderoga,  by  a  detachment  from  Massachufetts 
Bay  and  Connecticut,  which  was  read. 

Upon  motion,  agreed,  that  Mr.  Brown,  who  brought 
the  exprefs  be  called  in  :  after  he  withdrew,  the  Congrefs 
taking  into  confideration  the  letters  and  intelligence 
communicated  to  them  ; 

Refolved,  Whereas  there  is  indubitable  evidence, 
that  adeftgn  is  formed  by  the  British  miniftry,  of  mak- 
ing a  cruel  invafion  from  the  province  of  O  -ebec  upon 
thefe  colonies,  for  the  purpofe  of  deflroying  our  lives  and 
liberties,  and  fome  fieps  have  actually  been  taken  to 
carry  the  faid  defign  into  execution;  and  whereas  feveral 

inhabitants 
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^habitants  of  th*  northern  colonies,  refining  in  the  vici- 
nitv  oi  Tjconderpga,  and  immediately  expofeJ  to  in- 
curfions,  impelled  byajuft  regard  -or  the  defence  and 
prefervation  ojthemfelves  and  their  countrymen  tro?n 
fuch  imminent  dangers  arid  calamities,  have  raken  pof- 
feffton  oi  that,  poft,  m  which  was  lodged  a  q  lantity  of 
can-.  >a  and  military  (lores,  that  would  certa  nly  have 
been  ufed  in  the  intended  invafion  oi  thefe  colonies  ; 
this  (  s  earneftly  recommend    it  to   the    commit- 

tees of  the  cities  and  counties  of  New- York  and  Al- 
bany, immediately  to  caufe  the  faid  cannon  and  ft  ores 
to  be  removed  from  Ticonderqga  to  the  South  end  of 
Lake  George  ;  and,  if  neceflary,  to  apply  to  the  colo- 
nies of  New-Hampfhire,  Maffachufetts- Bay,  and  Con- 
necticut, for  fuch  an  additional  body  of  forces  as  will  be 
fufficient  to  eftabfifh  a  ltrong  poft  at  that  place,  and  ef- 
fectually to  fecure  faid  cannon  and  ftores,  or  (o  many  of 
them  as  it  may  be  judged  proper  to  keep  theie.  And 
that  an  exact  inventory  be  taken  of  all  fuch  cannon  and 
ftores,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fafely  returned,  when 
the  refloration  of  the  former  harmony  between  Great 
Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  fo  ardently  wished  for  by 
the  latter,  (hail  render  it  prudent  and  conn  (tent  with 
the  over  ruling  law  of  felt  prefervation. 

Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to-morrow  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  their 
farther  confideration  the  ftate  of  America. 

May  21ft,  Two  sloops,  and  an  armed  fchooner  with 
foldKis,  failed  to  Grape  Island  to  get  forage,  as  foon  as 
the  tide  admitted  the  provincials  followed  them,  drove 
them  off,   burnt    ail  the   hay,    about   eighty    ton,  and 

Vol.  I,  li  brought- 
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brought  off  the  cattle  from  the  island,  previous  to  this, 
fkirmisbes  at  different  times  and  places  were  occafioned, 
by  the  attempts  of  each  party  to  carry  of  ftockfrom  the 
'fmall  islands,  with  which  the  Bay  of  Bofton  is  interfperf- 
ed<  Thefe  fkirmishes  had  the  heft  tendency  to  encou- 
rage the  Americans,  the  advantage  was  generally  on 
their  fide,  it  elated  their  fpirits,  and  learnt  from  them  to 
run  hazards  and  face  danger. 

May  24th,  The  honourable  John  Hancock  was 
unanimously  chofen  prefident  by  Congrefs,  the  chair 
being  vacated  by  their  venerable  preiidtnt  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph, who  was  under  a  neceffity  of  returning  home. 

May  25th,  The  Cerberus  arrived  at  Bofton  with 
the  three  British  generals  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Bur- 
goyne. 

On  May  26th,  one  of  the  delegates  from  New-Jer- 
fey  laid  before  Congrefs  a  minute  from  the  journals  of 
theaffembly  of  that  colony,  together  with  a  refolution 
of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  which  were  read  as 
follows  : 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Hov.Jz  of  JJJembly,   May  20th,  1775. 

••  His  excellency  having  laid  before  the  houfe  a  copy 
of  the  refolution  of  the  honourable  houfe  of  commons 
of  Great  Britain,  of  the  20th  of  February  1775,  con- 
taining a  plan  formed  for  die  accommodation  of  the  un- 
happy differences  between  our  parent  ftate  and  the  co- 
lonies ;  which  plan,  under  the  preient  circumftances, 
this  h-juie  could  not  comply  witk  and  adopt,   and    y«t 

this 
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this  houfe  being  delirous  of  making  ule  of  all  proper 
means  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  do  recommend  it  to  their 
delegates  to  lay  the  fame  plan  before  the  continental 
Congrefs  for  their  confideration. 

A  true  copy  from  the  journals, 

Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  Assembly:' 


Copy  of  a  Rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  February 

20;  1775. 

"  Refolved,Thnt  when  the  governor,  council,  and  af* 
fembly,  or  general  court  of  any  of  his   majefty's  provin- 
ces or  colonics  in  America,  shall  propofe  to  make  pro- 
vifion  according  to  the    condition,    circumftances,   and 
fituation  of  fuch  province  or  colony,    for    contributing 
their  proportion  for  the  common  defence,  (fuch  propor- 
tion to  be  railed   under   the    authority    of   the  general 
court  or  general  assembly  ol  fuch   province   or  colony, 
and  dtfpofable  by    parliament,)    and    shall  engage    to 
make  provifion  ato  for  thefupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment,  and  the  admifiiftration  of  juftice  in  fuch  province 
or  colony,  it  will  be  proper,  if  fuch    propofai   shall    b« 
approved  by  his  majeay  and  the  tsvo  houfes    of   parlia, 
ment,  and  for  fo  long  as   luch  provifion  shall   be  made 
accordingly,  to  forbear,  m  relped  of  fuch    proviace    or 
colony,  to  levy  any  duty,  tax,    or  assessment,    except 
only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  continue   to 
lev/  or  to  impofe  for  the  reguUiioa  °^  co  urnsrv^,    tn© 

neat 
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neat  produce  of  the  duties  la  ft  mentioned,  to  be  carried 
to  the  account  of  fuch  province  or  colony  refpectivdy/* 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  taking  into  confideration  the  (late  of  Ame- 
rica. 

The  Congrefs  then  refolved  itfelt  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  to  take  into  confideration  the  flateof  Ame- 
rica ;  after  Lome  time  fpent  therein  the  preiident  refurnei 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward  reported  from  the  committee 
that  they  had  come  to  fome  refolutions  which  he  was 
defired  to  report,  but  not  having  rimmed  the  bufmefs, 
defiled  him  to  move  for  leave  to  fit  again. 

The  report  from  the  committee  being  read,  the  Con* 
grefscame  into  the  following  refolutions. 

Refolved  unanimously,  That  his  rnajefty's  moft  faith- 
ful fubjecls  in  thefe  colonies  are  reduced  to  a  danger- 
ous and  critical  iituation,  by  the  attempts  of  the  ftriv-ifh 
miniftry  to  carry  into  execution,  by  force  of  arms,  iever- 
al  unconflitutional  and  oppredive  a6~h  of  the  Britifh  par- 
liament for  laying  taxes  in  America ;  toeniorce  the  col- 
lection of  thofe  taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the 
conftuution  and  internal  police  of  fome  of  thefe  colonies, 
in  violation  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  colo- 
nifls. 

Hoflilides  being  actually  commenced  in  the  Massa- 
chufetts-Bay,  by  the  Britifh  troops  under  the  command 
of  general  Gag<%  and  the  lives  of  a  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  colony  deftroyed,  the  town  of  Boflon  hav- 
ing not  only  been  long  occupied  as  a  garriforiedl  to>vn  m 
an  ea.„Ui-'s  country  but  the  inhabitants  taer^of  treated 
Witu  a  (cventy  and  cruelty  not  to   be  jutlified  even   to- 

wards 
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wards  declared  enemies  ;  large  re-inforcements  too  be- 
ing oidered  and  foon  expected,  for  the  declared  pur- 
pofe  of  compelling  the fe  colonies  to  fubmlt  to  ihe  oper- 
ation of  the  laid  ads  ;  that  therefore,  tor  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  and  deiending  thefe  colonies,  and  pre- 
fervingthem  in  fafery  againft  all  attempts  to  carry  the 
faid  a£b  into  execution  by  force  of  arms,  thele  colonies 
beimmeiiately  put  into  a  ftate  of  defence. 

But,  as  we  moll  ardently  wifh  for  a  leftoration  of  th£ 
harmony  formerly  fubuftmg  between  our  mother  coun- 
try and  thefe  colonies,  the  interruption  of  which  muft, 
at  all  events,  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  both  coun- 
tries, that  with  a  fincere  defign  of  contributing  by  all  the 
means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  a  juft  re- 
gard for  the  undoubted  rights  and  true  interefts  of  thefe 
colonies,  to  the  promotion  of  this  moft  defirable  recon- 
ciliation, an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty. 

Resolved,  That  meafures  be  entered  into  for  opening 
a  negociation,  in  order  to  accommodace  the  unhappy 
difputes  fubuiiing  between  Great  Britain  and  thefe  co- 
lonies, and  that  this  be  made  a  part  of  .he  petition  to  the 
king. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  militia  of  New- York 
be  armed  and  trained,  and  m  conitant  readmefs  to  a6t  at 
a  moments  warning  ;  and  that  a  number  of  men  be  irn* 
mediately  embodied  and  kept  m  that  city,  and  fo  dif- 
poied  of  as  to  give  protection  to  the  inhabitants,  in  cafe 
any  iniuk  fhould  be  offered  by  the  troops  that  may  land 
there,  and  to  prevent  any  attempts  thai  may  be  macie  to 

gain 
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gain  poiTeflion  of  the  city,  and  interrupt   its  inter  courfe 
with  the  country. 

Re folved  unanimously \  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
provincial  convention  at  New  York,  to  perfevere  the 
more  vigorously  in  preparing  for  their  defence,  as  it  is 
very  uncertain  whether  the  earned  endeavours  of  the 
Congrefs,  to  accommodate  the  unhappy  differences  bet- 
ween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  by  conciliatory 
meafures  will  be  fuccefsful. 

Upon  motion,  agreed,  That  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Deane,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  letter  to  the  people  of  Canada. 

On  the  2jih  of  May,  about  fix  hundred  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  New-Hampshire  troops,  were  employed 
to  bring  off  the  flock  from  Hog,  and  Noddle's  Islands. 
The  hay  and  barn  on  Noddle's  Island  were  fired    by   a 
party  ;  on  which  a  number  of  marines  crofled  from  Bof- 
ton  ;  and  upon  the  provincials  retreating  to  Hog  Island, 
were  decoyed  down  to  the  water  fide,  when  a  brifk   ac- 
tion commenced.     The  number  of  the  king's  troops  a- 
mounted  to  lome  hundreds  and  were   fupported  by   an 
armed  fchooner  of  four  fix  pounders  and  ten  fwivels,  an 
armed  sloop,  befide  the  barges   all  fixed    with   fwivels. 
Doftor  Warren,  upon  hearing  what  was  going  forward, 
repaired  to  the  fpot  to  encourage   the  provincials    who 
were  commanded  by  general  Putnam.      They  had  tiro 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  well  ferved,  and  did  con- 
fiderable  execution.      The  action  continued    all    night 
though     very    dark.       Towards    the  dawning  of    day 
of  281b  of    M  ..y,  the  fchooner  got  ground   upon    Wm- 
mfjmmet  Ferry- Ways ;  the  Bntiih  were  forced  to  aban- 
don 
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don  her.  The  provincials  boarder!  and  ft  riot  her  of  ev- 
ery thing  valuable,  then  fet  her  on  fire.  The  lofs  of  the 
Btitilh  vvas  faid  to  be  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Not  a  life  loft  among  the  provincials* 
there  were  only  three  wounded,  and  none  of  them  mor- 
tal. This  affair  caufcd  confiderable  triumph,  and  in- 
fpired  much  courage  among  the  provincial  forces. 

Congrefs  on  Saturday  May  27th,  agreed,  that  Mr. 
Washington,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Mifflin,  Mr,  Deane, 
Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  be  a  committee  to  con- 
fider  on  ways  and  means  to  fupply  thefe  colonies  with 
ammunition  and  military  flores. 

Upon  motion,  the  memorial  of  Robert  Murray  and 
John  Murray, M  defining  to  be  reflored  to  their  former 
iituation  with  refpect  to  their  commercial  privileges,'* 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and  after  Tome  time  (pent 
thereon. 

Refolvedt  That  where  any  person  hath  been  or  (hall 
be  adjudged  by  a  committee,  to  have  violated  the  con- 
tinental afibciation,  and  fuch  offender  fliall  fatisfy  the 
convention  of  the  colony,  where  the  offence  was  or  (ball 
be  committed,  or  the  committee  of  the  pari  lb  of  St. 
John's  in  the  colony  of  Georgia,  if  the  offence  be  com-, 
miued  there,  of  his  contrition  lor  his  offence,  and  sin- 
cere resolution  to  conform  to  the  afibciation  for  the  suture, 
the  faid  convention,  or  committed  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
Johi/s  aforefaid,  may  fettle  the  terms  upon  which  he 
may  be  reflored  to  the  favour  and  fcrgivenefs  of  the 
public,  and  that  the  terms  be  published. 

On  the    29U1  May,  the    committee  to  whom   ths 
letter  to  the  inhabitants  of   Canada,  was   recommitted. 

krougbt 
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brought  in  the  fame  to  Congrefs,  which   was  read   and 
approved,  and  is  as  follows  : 

To  the  oppressed  inhabitants  oj  Ganada, 

FRIENDS  AND  COUNTRYMEN, 

ALARMED  by  the  designs 
of  an  arbitrary  mini  dry  to  extirpate  the  rights  and  1*. 
berties  of  all  America,  a  fenie  of  common  danger  con* 
fpired  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  in  urging  us  to 
call  your  attention,  by  our  late  addrefs,  to  this  very  im- 
portant object. 

Since  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,  we  have  been 
happv  in  confidertng  you  as  fellow  fubjecls,  and  from 
the  commencement  ot  the  pretext  plan  for  fub  uguing 
the  continent,  we  have  viewed  you  as  fellow  fufferers 
with  us.  As  we  were  both  entitled  by  the  bounty  of  an 
indulgent  Creator  to  freedom,  and  being  both  devoted  by 
the  cruel  edicts  of  a  defpotic  administration,  to  common 
ruin,  we  perceived  the  fate  ot  the  Protectant  and  Catho- 
lic colonies  to  be  ftrongly  linked  together,  and  therefore 
invited  you  to  join  with  us  in  refolving  to  be  free,  and 
in  reje6tingv  with  difdain,  the  fetters  ot  flavery,  however 
arttuily  polifhed. 

We  moft  fincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  arrival 
ofthat  day,  in  the  cqurfe  of  which,  the  fun  could  not 
fhine  on  a  (ingle  freeman  in  all  your  extenfive  domini- 
on. Be  aifored  that  your  unmerited  degradation  has 
engaged  the  mod  unfeigned  piiy  oi  your  niter  colonies  ; 
and    we  flatter    ourfelves  you    will    not    by    tamely 

bearing 
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bearing  the  yoke,  fairer  chat  pity  to  be  fupphated  by 
contempt. 

When  hardy  attempts  are  made  to  deprive  mm  of 
rights  bellowed  by  the  Almighty,  when  avenues  are  cut 
through  the  moft  Cole  an  compass  for  the  adrniffioa  of 
defpottfm,  when  the  plighted  faith  of  govern  neat  ceas- 
es to  give  facurity  to  du  iful  fuhjecis,  and  whsn  the  in* 
fedious  ftratagems  and  manoeuvres  >f  oeace  become  more 
terrible  than  the  fanguinary  operations  of  war,  it  is  high 
time  for  them  to  a  fieri  tbofe  rights,  and,  with  lions  (I  in- 
dignation, oppofe  the  torrent  at  oppression  talking  in 
upon  them. 

By  the  introdu&ion  of  your  prefect  form  of  govern- 
ment, or  rather  preftat  form  of  tyranny,  you  and  your 
wives  and  your  child) en  are  made  slaves.  You  have 
nothing  that  you  can  call  your  own,  and  all  the  fruits  of 
your  labour  and  induftry  may  betaken  from  you,  when- 
ever an  avaricious  governor'and  a  rapacious  couneil  may 
incline  to  demand  them.  You  are  liable  hy  their  edict* 
to  be  tranfported  into  foreign  countries  to  fight  battle*. 
in  which  you  have  no  mterell,  and  to  fpill  your  blood' 
in  confli&s  from  which  neither  honour  nor  emolument 
can  be  derived  :  nay,  the  enjoyment  of  your  very  reli- 
gion,  on  the  prefent  Fyftem,  depends  on  a  legislature  in 
which  you  have  no  Chare,  and  over  which  you  have  no 
controul,  and  your  priefts  are  expofed  to  expulfion,  ba- 
nilhment,  and  rum,  whenever  their  wealth  and  pofTetsi- 
ons  furmfh  fufficient  temptation*  They  ean&ot  be  fure 
that  a  virtuous  prince  will  always  fill  the  throne,  and 
fhould  a  wicked  or  a  carelds  king  concur  with  a  wicked 
mininry  in  extracting  the  fcreafure  and  Qrengtb  of  your 

Vol.  I.  K  k  covin* 


$66  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  177^ 

country,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  to  what  variety  and 
to  what  extremes  of  wretcfodnefs  you  may,  under  the 
prefent  eftablifhment  be  reduced. 

We  are  informed  you  have  already  been  called  upon 
to  wafts  your  lives  in  a  conteft  with  us,  Should  you, 
by  complying  in  this  iaftance>  ailsnt  to  your  new  efta- 
bumment,  and  a  war  break  out  with  France,  your  wealth 
,  and  your  fons  may  be  fent  to  perifh  in  expeditions  a- 
gainft  their  islands  in  the  Weft   Indies. 

It  cannot  be  prefumed  that  thefe  confederations  will 
have  no  weight  with  you,  or  that  you  are  fo  loft;  to  all 
fenfe  of  honour.  We  can  never  believe  that  the  prefent 
race  of  Canadians  are  fo  degenerated  as  to  poffefs  nei- 
ther the  Spirit,  the  gallantry,  nor  the  courage  of  their  an- 
ceftors.  You  certainly  will  not  permit  the  infamy  and 
difgrace  of  fuch  pufillanimity  to  reft  on  your  own 
heads,  and  the  confequences  of  it  on  your  children  for 
ever. 

We  for  our  parts  are  determined  to  live  free  or  not 
at  all,  and  are  refolved  that  pofterity  (hall  never  reproach 
us  with  having  brought  slaves  into  the  world. 

Permit  us  again  to  repeat  that  we  are  your  friend*, 
not  your  enemies,  and  be  not  impofed  upon  by  thofe 
who  may  endeavour  to  create  animofrties.  The  taking 
of  the  fort  and  military  ftores  at  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point  and  the  armed  veiTeis  on  the  lake,  was 
dictated  by  the  great  law  of  felf- preservation.  They 
were  intended  to  annoy  us,  and  to  cutoff  that  friend- 
ly intercourfe  and  communication  which  has  hitherto 
fubhfied  between  you  and  us.  We  hope  it  has  given 
you  no  uneafinefs,  and  you  may  rely  on  our  aiTurances, 

thai 
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that  theie  colonies  will  purfue  no  meafures  whatever, 
but  fuch  as  friendship  and  a  regard  for  our  mutual  fale* 
ty  and  intereft  may  fuggeft. 

As  our  concern  for  your  welfare  entitles  us  to  your 
friendship,  we  prefume  you  will  not,  by  doing  us  injury, 
reduce  uj  to  the  difagreeable  necessity  ot  treating  you  as 
enemies. 

We  yet  entertain  hopes  of  your  uniting  with  us  in 
the  defence  of  our  common  liberty,  and  there  is  yet 
reafon  to  believe  that  mould  we  join  in  imploring  the 
attention  of  our  fovereign,  to  the  unmerited  and  unpa- 
ralleled oppressions  of  his  American  fubjects,  he  will  at 
length  be  undeceived,  and  forbid  a  licentisus  miniftry 
any  longer  to  riot  in  the  ruins  of  the  rights  of  man- 
kind. 

Ordered  that  the  above  letter  be  figned  by  the  Prefi- 
dent. 

Upon  motion,  refolved,  that  no  provifions  ornecef- 
faries  of  any  kind  be  exported  to  the  Ifland  of  Nantuck- 
et, except  from  the  colony  of  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  the. 
covention  of  which  colony  is  desired  to  take  meafures 
for  effectually  providingUhc  faid  island,  upon  their  ap* 
plication  to  purchafe  the  fame,  with  as  much  provifion, 
as  fhail  be  neceHary  for  its  internal  use  and  no  more* 

The  Congrefs  deeming  it  of  great  importance  to 
Nonh-America,  that  the  Britifh  fifhery  should  not  be 
furnished  with  provisions  from  the  continent  through 
Nantucket,  earnefliy  recommend  a  vigilant  execution  of 
this  refolve  to  all  committees. 

On  the  30th  May,  a  member  informed  the  Con* 
grefs?  that  a  gentleman  jutt  arrived  from  London,   had 

brougUfc 


"^S  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.  d.  ij7$ 

brought  with  him  a  paper,  which  he  fays  he  received 
from  lord  North,  and  which  was  written  at  the  defire  of 
his  lord:hip5  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper,  under  fecretary  to 
the  treaiury,  and  as  the  gentlemen  underftood  it  to  be 
his  lordfhip's  deure  that  it  mould  be  communicated  to 
the  Congrefs,  for  that  purpofe  he  had  put  it  into  his 
hands.  The  member  farther  obferved,  tha*  he  had  (hewn 
the  paper  to  a  member  near  him,  who  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  he 
verily  believes  the  paper  *ras  written  by  Mr.  Cooper. 
The  paper  being  read  is  as  follows : 

"  That  it  is  earneftly  hoped  fey  all  the  real  friends  of 
the  Americans,  that  the  terms  exprefsed  in  (he  reieluti- 
od  of  the  20th  of  February  laft,  will  be  accepted  by  all 
the  colonies,  who  have  the  leaft  afle&ion  for  their  king 
and  country,  or  a  joft  feufe  of   heir  own  intcreft. 

14  That  thefe  terms  are  honuurable  for. Great  Britain, 
and  faie  for  the  colonies, 

"  That  if  the  colonies  are  not  blinded  by  faction, 
thefe  terms  will  remove  every  grievance  relative  to  taxa- 
tion, and  be  the  bafis  of  a  compact  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country.  * 

"  That  the  people  in  America  ought,  on  every  con* 
fideration  to  be  fatisfied  with  them. 

"  That  no  further  relaxation  c«n  be  admitted. 

u  The  temper  and  fpirit  of  the  nation  are  fo  much 
againft  conedfions,  thai  if  it  were  the  intention  of  ad- 
rniniflration,  they  could  not  carry  the  queftion. 

"  Bat  adminiiirauon  have  no  fuch  intention,  as  they 
are,  fully  and  firmly  perfuaded;  ihat   further  cdncefllons 

would 
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would  be  injurious  to  the  colonics  as  well  as  to    Great 
Britain, 

"  That  there  is  not  the  leaft  probability  of  a  changs 
of  adminiftration. 

"  That  they  are  perfectly  united  in  opinion,  and  de- 
temined  to  purfuc  che  mofl  effectual  me+fures  and  to 
ufe  the  whole  force  of  the  kingdom,  if  it  be  found  neceflfa- 
jy,  10  reduce,  the  rebellious  and  relractory  provinces 
and  colonies. 

"  There  is  to  great  a  fpirit  in  the  nation  againft  the 
Congrefs,  that  the  people  will  bear  the  te  jiparary  dif- 
trefies  of  a  ftoppage  of  the  American  trade. 

11  They  may  depend  on  this  to  be  true," 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  col.  Arnold,  dated  Crown  Point, 
May  23>  1775>  was  Iaic*  before  the  Congrefs,  informing 
that  he  had  certain  intelligence,  that  *'  on  the  19th  there 
were  then  four  hundred  regulars  at  St.  John's  making 
all  possible  preparation  to  crofs  tha  lake,  and  expecsed 
to  be  joined  by  a  number  of  Indians,  with  a  defign  of 
retaking  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga,"  and  earneftly 
calling  for  a  reinforcement  arid  (applies.  This  letter 
being  taken  into  conhderation. 

Rcfolved,  That  the  governor  or  Connecticut,  be  re- 
queued immediately  to  fend  a  ftrong  reinforcement  to 
the  garrifonsof  Crown  Foint  and  Ticonderoga,  and  that 
fo  many  of  the  cannon  and  other  (lores  be  retained  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  immediate  defence'  of  thofe 
pelts,  until  further -orders  from   this  Congrefs,  aad  t#afc 
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the  provincial  convention  of  New- York  be  informed  of 
this  refolve,  and  defired  to  furnifh  thofe  troops  with 
provifions  and  other  neceffary  (lores,  and  to  take  effec- 
tual care  that  a  fuflicient  number  of  batteaux  be  imme- 
diately provided  for  the  Lakes. 

Ordered,  that  the  above  refolve  be  immediately 
tranfmitted  in  a  letter  by  the  prefident  to  governor 
Trumbull  and  the  convention  at  New- York. 

Ordered,  that  the  preQdent  in  his  letter  acquaint  go- 
vernor Trumbull  that  it  is  the  defire  of  the  Congrefs  that 
he  fhould  appoint  a  perfon,  in  whom  he  can  confide  ta 
command  the  forces  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga. 

On  Thurfday  June  lft,  A  petition  from  the  com* 
niittee  reprefcnting  the  people  in  that  part  of  Augufta, 
County,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  on  the  Weft  fide  of 
Che  Allegheny  mountain,  was  laid  before  the  Congrefs 
and  read,  intimating  "fears  of  a  rupture  with  the  Indians 
on  account  of  lord  Dunrnore's  conduct,"  and  deiiring 
"  commissioners  from  the  colony  of  Virginia  and  pro- 
vince of  Pennfylvania,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Indi- 
ans at  Pittsburg,  on  behalf  of  thefe  colonies." 

Ordered,  that  the  above  be  referred  to  the  delegates 
of  the  colonies  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania. 

Refolvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  govern*, 
ment  of  Conne&icut,  or  the  general  of  the  forces  of  that 
colony,  to  appoint  commiilanes  to  receive  at  Albany 
and  forward  the  iuppiies  of  provifions,  for  the  forces  on 
lake  Champlam,  tiom  the  provincial  convention  of  New 
Yoik,  and  that  the  laid  convention  ufe  their  utmoil  en- 
deavours in  facilitating  and   aiding   the  tran Importation 

thereof 
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thereof  from  the  :ce  to  where  the  faid  com  mi  (lanes  rnajr 
direct.  As  this  Congrefs  has  nothing  more  in  view 
than  ihe  defence  of  Lheie  coloriies. — Refoived,  That  no 
expedition  or  incursion  ou;ht  to  be  undertaken  or 
made,  by  any  colony  or  body  of  colomfts,  againft  or 
into  Canada;  and  that  this  refolvebe  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  commander  of  the  forces  at  Ticonderoga. 
Ordered  that  the  above  refolve  be  translated  into  the 
French  language,  and  tranfmitted,  with  the  letter  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada.  Ordered,  that  the  prefidenfc 
tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  above  to  New -York,  and  the  othe» 
colonies  bordering  on  Canada. 

On  June  sd^  The  prefident  laid  before  the  CongrefV 
a  letter  from  the  provincial  convention  of  Massachufetts- 
Bay  dated  May  10,  which  was  read,  fetting  forth  the 
difficulties  they  labour  under  for  want  of  a  regular  form 
of  government,  and  as  they  and  the  other  colonies  are 
now  compelled  to  raife  an  army  to  defend  themfelves 
from  the  butcheries  and  deveftations  of  their  implacable 
enemies,  which  renders  it  Mill  more  necessary  to  have 
a  regular  eftabiifhed  government,  requeuing  the  Con- 
grefs  to  favour  them  with  "  explicit  advice  refpecling  the 
taking  up  and  exercising  the  powers  of  civil  govern- 
ment/* and  declaring  their  readme £s  to  "  fuhmit  to 
iuch  a  general  plan  as  the  Congrefs  may  direct  for  the 
colonies,  or  make  it  their  great  itudy  to  etlabUfh 
iuch  a  form  of  government  there,  as  (hall  not  only  pro- 
mote their  advantage,  but  the  union  and  inteiefi  of  all 
America. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  faither  confideratiari. 

Do&or 
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Doctor  BenjaroSti  Church  being  dircfled  by  tb© 
convention  of  Massddi-  IVcs-Bay,  to  corner  with  the 
Congrefs  refpe&mg  fuca  other  matters,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  defence  of  that  colony  and  particularly 
the  ftate  of  the  army  therein  ; 

Ordered,  That  he  be  introduced. After  he  with- 
drew an  ©xprefs  arriving  with  difpatcbes  hem  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  the  prvfident  laid  before  the  Congrefc 
letters  from  the  conventions  of  that  colony  and  New- 
Hampfhire,  aifo  hom  governor  Trumbull,  which  were 
read. 

Upon  motion,  Refolvei.  That  no  bill  of  exchange, 
draught  or  order  of  any  officer  in  the  army  or  navy, 
their  agents  or  contractors  be  received,  or  negociated, 
or  any  money  fupplied  10  thtm.  by  any  perfon  in  A- 
merica  ; 

That  no  provifions  or  neceflaries  of  any  kind  be 
furnifhed  or  fupplied  to  cr  for  the  ufe  of  the  Brilifh  army 
or  navy,  in  the  colony  of  jyUfiachufetrs-Bay  ; 

That  no  veiiel  employed  in  ttan (porting  Britifh 
troops  to  America,  or  from  one  part  of  North  America 
to  another,  or  warlike  (lores  or  provifions  for  faid  troops 
be  freighted  or  furnished  with  provifions  or  any  neceffa* 
ries,  uutil  further  orders  frcm  this   Congrefs. 

The  provincials  again  went  on  Noddles  Ifland  May 
30th,  burnt  the  duelling  houfe,  and  took  off  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  flock  confifimg  of  between  five  and  fix 
hundred  sheep  and  lambs,  twenty  head  of  cattle  befides 
horles.  On  the  next  day  a  party  under  colonel  Ro- 
binion,  removed  off  Pettick's  Island,  ive  hundred  fheep 

and  thirty  head  of  cattle. A  party  of  piovincials  un- 
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der  Vlijor  Greaton,  on  the  night  of  Juno  2  1,  curied 
off  icom.  Dser- Island,  eight  hu  ldre J  Ihup  a  li  lambs, 
together  with  a  number  of  cattle. 

On  Juie  3  1,  the  letter  from  the  convention  of 
M  iflachufetts,  dated  the  16th  May  being  again  read  in 
Congrefs. 

Refolved,  Tint  a  committee  of  five  perfons  be  cho- 
fen  to  conii  ler  the  fame,  and  report  what  in  their  opini- 
on is  the  proper  advice  to  be  given  to  that  convention. 

The  following  perfona  were  chofen  by  ballot,  to 
compofe  that  committee,  viz.  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr» 
Johnfon,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wiifon,  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Refolved,  That  a  committe  of  five  be  appointed  to 
draught  a  petition  to  the  king. 

That  another  committee  of   three  be  appointed  to '" 
prepare  an  ad drefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Btitain. 

That  another  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
prepare  an  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 

That  another  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica, 

That  another  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  an  eitimate  of  the  money  neceflary  to  be 
raifed. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  by  ballot  the 
feveral  committees,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  Mr.  Johnfon, 
Mr.J.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Franklin,  were  elea. 
ed  to  compofe  the  firfi :  Mr,  Lee,  Mr,  R,  R.  Livings, 
ton,  and  Mr.  Pendleton,  for  the  fecond  ;  Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  W.  Lvingflon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams', 
ior    the   third;    Mr,    Hooper,    Mr,    Wiifon,   and  Mr. 

yoL.l.  LI  Lynch, 
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Lifncb,  for  the  fourth;  and  Mr.  Wafhington,  Mr. 
Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr.  Hewes, 
for  the  fifth. 

On  June  7th  the  continental  Congrefs  Resolved, 
That  Thurfday  the  20th  of  July  next,  be  obferved 
throughout  the  twelve  united  colonies,  as  a  day  of  humi- 
liation, falling  and  prayer ;  and  that  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Paine, be  a  committee  to  bring  ina 
refcire  for  that  purpofe. 


The  following  ipeech  was  delivered  to  the  provin- 
cial Maffachufetts  Congrefs  by  the  Chief  Sachem  of  the 
Moheakoununck  tribe  of  Indians,  refiding  at  Stock- 
bridge,  the  fpeech  was  dated  11th  April  1775. 

The  Massachusetts  Congrefs,  in  order  to  fecure 
the  friend fkip  of  the  Eaftern  tribe  of  Indians,  having 
feme  time  previous  agreed  upon  a  letter  to  them. 

BROTHERS ! 

WE  have  heard  you  fpeakby  your  letter — 
we  thank  you  lor  it — We  now  make  anfwer.  Brothers  I 
You  remember  when  you  fnfl  came  over  the  great  wa- 
ters, I  was  great  and  you  wa*  little,  very  fmall.  I  then 
took  you  in  for  a  friend,  and  kept  you  under  my  arms, 
10  that  nc  one  might  injure  you  :  fince  that  time  we  have 
ever  been  true  friends  :  there  has  never  been  any  quar- 
rel between  us.  But  now  our  conditions  are  changed. 
You  are  becoming  great  and  tali.-—  You  reach  to  the 
clouds. — You  are feen  all  round  the  world,  I  am  be- 
come fmall,    very  hale.— I    am   not  fo  high   as  your 

heel* 
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heel.  Now  you  take  care  of  me,  and  I  look  to  you  for 
prote&ion.  Brothers !  I  am  forry  to  hear  of  this  great 
quarrel  between  you  and  Old  England.  It  appears 
that  blood  foon  muft  be  fhed  to  end  this  quarrel.  We 
never  till  this  day  underftood;the  foundation  of  this  quar- 
rel between  ypu  and  the  country  you  came  from.  Bro* 
thers  !  Whenever  I  fee  your  blood  running,  you  will 
foon  find  me  about  you  to  revenge  my  brothers  blood. 
Although  I  am- low  and  very  {mail,  I  will  gripe  hold 
ot  your  enemie's  heel,  that  he  cannot  run  fo  fall,  and  lo 
light,  as  if  he  had  nothing  at  his  heels. 

Brothers  !  You  know  i  am  not  fo  wife  as  you  are, 
therefore  I  afk  your  advice  in  what  I  am  now  going' to 
fay — I  have  been  thinking  before  you  come  to  action 
to  take  a  run  to  the  Wetlward,  and  feel  the  mind  of  my 
Indian  brethren  the  fix  nations,  and  know  how  they 
{land,  whether  they  are  on  your  fide,  or  for  your  ene- 
mies. If  I  find  they  are  agiinfl  you,  I  will  try  to  turn 
their  minds.  I  think  they  will  liften  to  me,  tor  they 
have  always  looked  this  way  for  advice  concerning  ail 
important  news  that  comes  from  the  riling  of  the  tun. 
If  they  hearken  to  me,  you  will  not  be  afraid  of  any  dan* 
ger  from  behind  vou — However  there  minds  areaffecled, 
you  (hall  foon  know  by  me.  Now  I  think  I  can  do 
you  more  fervice  in  this  way  than  by  marching  off  im- 
mediately to  Boflon,  and  flaying  there,  it  may  be,  a 
crreat  while  before  blood  runs.     Now  as  I   faid  you  are 

o 

wifer  than  I,  I  leave  this    for  your  consideration,  whe^ 

ther  I  come  down  immediately,  or  watt  till  I  hear  fome 

blood  is  fpilled. 

Bio- 
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Brothers  !  I  would  not  have  you  think  by  this,  that 
we  are  falling  back  from  our  engagements.  We  are 
ready  to  do  any  thing  for  your  lelief,  and  fhall  be  guid- 
ed by  yourcounfel. 

Brothers  !  One  thing  I  afk  of  you,  if  you  fend  for 
me  to  fight,  that  you  will  let  me  fight  in  my  own  Indi- 
an way.  I  am  not  ufed  to  fight  English  fashion,  there- 
fore you  mufl  not  expect  I  can  train  like  your  men. 
Only  point  out  to  me  where  your  enemies  keep,  and 
that  is  all  I  shall  want  to  know. 


The  Massachufetts  Provincial  Congrefs,  ordered  thcjol* 
lowing  reply  on  the  %th  of  June,  viz. 

SROTZERS! 

WE  this  day,  by  the  delegate  from  Stock- 
bridge  firft  heard  of  your  friendly  anfwer  to  our  fpeech 
to  you  by  capt.  William  Goodrich,  which  anfwer  we 
are  told  you  made  to  us  immediately  by  a  letter,  which 
we  have  not  yet  received.     We  now  reply. 

Brothers  !  You  fay  that  you  was  once  great,  but 
that  you  are  now  lit tie  ;  and  that  we  were  once  little,  but 
are  now  great.  The  Supreme  Spiiit  orders  thele  things. 
Whether  we  are  little  or  great,  let  us  keep  the  path  ot 
friendship  dear,  which  our  fathers  made,  and  in  which 
we  have  both  travelled  to  this  time.  The  friends  of  the 
kicked counfellors  of  our  king,  fell  upon  us,  and  shed 
iome  blood,  foon  alter  we  fpake  to  you  laft  by  our  let- 
ter— But  we  with  a  fmall  twig  killed  fo  many,  and 
frightened  them  fo  much,   that  they  have   shut  them- 

felves 


fc.D.  1775.  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.       <Zjf 

telves  up  in  our  great  town  called  B  »(ton,  which  they 
have  made  ftrong.  We  have  no^v  made  our  hatchets, 
and  ah  our  inftruments  of  war  (harp  and  bright.  All 
the  chief  councellors,  who  live  on  this  fide  the  great 
water,  are  feeing  in  the  grand  council  houfe  in  Philadel- 
phia, when  they  give  rhe  word,  we  fh  :il  all  as  one  man 
fall  on,  and  drive  our  enemies  out  of  their  llrong  fort, 
and  follow  them  till  they  (hall  take  their  hands  out  of 
oui  pouches,  and  let  us  fi:  in  our  council  houfe,  as  we 
ufed  to  do,  and  as  our  fathers  did  in  old  times* 

Brothers!  Tnongh  you  are  fmall,  yet  you  are  wife* 
Ufe  your  wifJom  to  help  us.  If  you  thiuk  it  beft,  go 
and  fmoke  your  pipe  with  your  indian  brothers  toward 
the  fetting  of  the  fun,  and  tell  them  of  all  you  hear  and 
all  you  fee  ;  and  let  us  know  what  their  wife  men  fay. 
If  fome  of  your  young  men  fhould  have  a  mind  to  fee 
what  we  are  doing  here,  let  them  come  down  and  tarry 
among  our  warriors.  We  will  provide  for  them  while 
they  are  here. 

Brothers  !  When  you  have  any  trouble,  come  and 
tell  it  to  us,  and  we  will  help  you. 

To  Captain  Solomon  Ahhaunnauwaumut, 

Chief  Sachem  of  the  Moheakounwck  Indians. 

June  8th,  A  vefiel  from  London  arrived  in  the  e- 
vening  of  the  7th  at  Philadelphia,  with  Major  Skeene 
(the  father)  of  Skeenfborough,  and  other  officers,  who 
were  taken  into  cuftody  ;  Congrels  being  informed  of  it, 
'  and  the  faid  Major  Skeene  had  been  laiciy  appointed 
governor  of  the  forts  oi  Ticondeioga  and    Crown  Point, 

and 
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and  had  declared  that  he  was  authorifed  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment in  America  ;  they  appointed  a  committee  to  exa- 
mine his  papers,  as  likewife  thofe  of  a  lieutenant  in  the 
regulars. 

Ort  June  9th,  the  provincial  forces  at  Cambridge, 
by  a  general  return  amounted  to  7644,  including  com- 
mifiioned  ufB.ers,  fergeants  &c. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  the 
convention  of  Massachuletts-Bay,  being  again  read  on 
the  9th  J  une,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refo- 
iution: 

Resolved,  That  no    obedience  being  due  to  the  ad  of 
parliament  for  altering  the    charter  of    the    colony    of 
Massachufetts  Bay,  nor  to  a  governor  or  lieutenant  go* 
vernor  who  will  not  obferve  the  directions  of,  but  endea- 
vour to  fubvert  that  charter9  the  governor    and    lieuten- 
ant governor  of  that  colony  are  to  be  confidered  as   ab- 
fent,  and  their  offices  vacant ;  and  as  there  is  no  council 
there,  and  the  inconveniences  arifing  from    the    fufpen- 
lion  of  the  powers  of  government  areintollerable,  efprci- 
ally  at  a  time  when  general  Gage  hath   actually    levied 
war  and  is  carrying  on  hoftsiities  againft   his    majefly's 
peaceable  and  loyal  fubje&s  of  that  colony  ;  that  in  or- 
der to  conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  fpint  and    fub* 
fiance  ot  the  charter,  it  be  recommended  to  the  provinci- 
al convention  to  write  letters  to  the    inhabitants   of  the 
feveral   places,   which    are  intituled  to  reprefentation  in 
ailembly,     requeftmg   them     to  chufe    fuch    reprefen- 
tatives,     and     that   the    ailembly,     when    cholen,    do 

eleft 
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ele&  councellors ;  and  that  fuch  aflfernbly  or  council 
exercife  the  powers  of  government,  until  a  governor  of 
his  majefty's  appointment  will  confent  to  govern  the 
colony  according  to  its  charter. 

On  June  10th,  The  continental  Congrefs,  recom- 
mended to  the  united  colonies  to  collect  fait  petre  and 
fulphur,  and  to  manufacture  the  fame  into  gun  powder, 
for  the  ufeof  the  continent. 

On  June  12th.  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
a  refolution  for  a  fad,  brought  in  their  report,  which 
being  read  in  Congrefs,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

As  the  great  governor  of  the  world,  by  his  fupreme 
and  univerfal  providence,  not  only  conduces  the  courfe 
of  nature  with  unerring  wifdom  and  rectitude,  but  fre- 
quently influences  the  minds  of  men  to  ferve  the  wife 
^nd  gracious  purpofes  of  his  providential  government; 
and  it  being  at  all  times  out  indifpenfible  duty  devoutly 
to  acknowledge  his  fuperintending  providence,  efpecially 
in  times  of  impending  danger  and  public  calamity,  to 
reverence  and  adore  his  immutable  juflice,  as  well  as  to 
implore  his  merciful  interpoution  for  our  deliverance  : 

This  Congrefs,  therefore,  confidering  the  prefent, 
critical,  alarm  and  calamitous  ftateofthefe  colonies,  do 
earneuiy  recommend  that  Thurfday  the  20th  day  of 
July  next,  be  obferved  by  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  En- 
ghfh  colonies  on  this  continent,  as  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation, facing  and  prayer  ;  that  we  may,  with  unit- 
ed hearts  and  voices,  unfeignedly  confefs  and  deplore 
cur  many  fans  ;  and  offer  up  our  joint  fupplications  to 
the  all  wife,  omnipotent,  and  merciful  difpofer  of  all 
events  -,  humbly  befeechinghim  to  forgive  our  iniqui- 
ties 
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ties,  to  remove  our  prefent  calamities,  to  avert  thofe  de- 
feating judgments,  with  which  we  are  threatened,  and  to 
blefs  our  rightful  fovereign  king  G  orge  the  third,    and 
to  infoire  him  with  wifdom  to  difcern   and    purfue  the 
true  intereft  of  his  fubjecls,  that  a  fpeedy  end    may  be 
put  to  the  civil  defcord  between  Great  Britain   and   the 
American  colonies,  without  farther    effuJion  of  blood: 
and  that  the  Britifh  nation  may  be  influenced  to  regard 
the  things  that  belong  to  her  peace,  before  they  are    hid 
from  her  eyes,  that  theje  colonies  may  be  ever  under  the 
care  and  protection  of  a  kind  providence,   and    be  pros- 
pered in  all  their  interests  ;  that  the  divine  bleffing  may 
defcend  and  reft  upon  ail  our  civil  rulers,  and  upon  the 
reprefentative  of  the  people  in   their    feveral    aflemblies 
and  conventions,  that  they  may  be  directed  to  wife  and 
effectuil  meafuresfor  preferving  the  union,  and  fecuring 
the  jult  rights  and  privileges  of  the  colonies  ;  that  virtue 
and  true  religion  may    revive  and   floariih    throughout 
our  land  ;  and  that  all  America  may  foon  behold  a  gra* 
cious  interpofition  of  heaven  for  the  redrefs  of  her  many 
grievances,  the  reltoration  of  her  invaded  rights,  a  recon- 
cilation  with  the  parent  Mate,  on  terms  conllitutional  and 
honourable  to  both  ;  and   that  her  civil  and  religious 
privileges  may  be  fecured  to  the  lateft  poflerity. 

And  it  is  recommended  to  chriflans  of  all  denomina- 
tions to  aflernbie  for  public  worflhip,  and  to  abliain  from 
fervile  labour  and  recreation  on  faid  day. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  figned  by  the 
prefident,  and  attcfted  by  the  fecretary,  and  publimedia 
the  news-papers,  and  in  hand  bills. 

Or 
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On  June  tfttk,  general  Gage,  iflfued  a  proclamation 
©frying  a  pardon  in  the  king's  name  to  all  who  mould 
forthwith  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  ref- 
pe&ive  occupations  and  peaceable  duties,  excepting 
only  from  the  benefit  of  that  pardon,  Samusl  Adams 
and  John  Hincock.  He  alio  proclaimed  that  not  only 
the  perfons  above  named  and  excepted,  but  alfo  ail  their 
adherents,  affbeiates  and  correfpondents,  ftijuld  be 
guilty  of  tieafon  and  rebellion,  and  treated  accordingly, 
In  this  proclamation  it  was  alfo  declared  "  that  as  the 
courts  of  judicature  were  (hut,  martial  law  Oiould  take 
place,  till  a  due  courfe  of  juftice  fhould  be  re-eftablifh. 
ed." 

On  June  14th,  The  provincial  M  •  ffachufetts  Con* 
grefs  chofe  their  prefident  Dr.  jolepb  Warren,  fecond 
major  general  in  their  own  forces. 

On  June  14th,  The  continental  Congrefs,  Refolved, 
That  fix  companies  of  expert  riflemen  be  immediately 
raifed  in  Pennfylvania,  two  in  Maryland,  and  two  in 
Virginia  ;  that  each  company  confift  of  a  captain,  three 
lieutenants,  four  fergeants,  four  corporals,  a  drummer  or 
trumpeter,  and  iixty  ei-ht  privates. 

That  each  company,  as  foon  as  cornpleated,  march 
andjoin  the  army  near  Bofton,  to  be  there  employed  ai 
light  infantry,  under  the  command  of  the  chief  officer 
in  that  army. 

That  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  be  as  foN 
lows.  viz.  a  captain  twenty  dollars  per  month  ;  a  lieu- 
tenant  thir  een  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar  per 
month  ;  a  f*3*jeant  eight  dollars  per  month  ;  a  corporal 
(even  dollar*  and  one  third  of  a   dollar   per    month;   a 

Vol,  I.  Mm  drummer 
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drummer  or  trumpeter  the  fame  ;  privates  fix  dollars 
and  two  thirds  of  a  dollar  per  month  ;  to  find  their  own 
arms  and  cloaths. 

That  the  form  of  the  inlifimcntht  in  the  following  words  : 

I  have  this  day  voluntarily  in- 

lifted  my felf  as  a  foldier  in  the  American  continental 
army  for  one  year,  unlefs  fooner  difchatged  ;  and  I  do 
bind  my  felf  to  conform  in  all  inftances  to  fuch  ruks  and 
regulations,  as  are  or  (hall  be  eftablifhed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  faidarmy. 

Upon  motion,  Resohed,  That  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and    regulations   for    the 

government  of   the   army.- The   following  perfons 

were  chofen  to  compofe  that  committee,  Mr.  Wathing- 
ton,  Mr.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Cufhing,  and  Mr. 
Hewes. 

On  the  15th  June,  The  continental  Congrefs  Rg~ 
Solved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congrefs  be  given  to  the 
convention  of  New- York,  for  their  vigilance  in  the  cafe 
of  captain  Coffin's  veilel>  and  thafe  it  be  recom- 
mended to  them  that  the  veflel  be  unloaded,  and  the 
car^o  fafely  ftored  until  all  juft  fuspicions  concerning 
the  deftination  of  it  fhaii  be  removed. 

Resolved,  That  a  general  be  appointed  to  command; 
all  the  continental  forces,  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the 
defence  of  American  liberty. 

That  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  be  allowed  for 
the  pay,  and  expences  of  the  general. 

The 


A.D.I775-   AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.      283 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
general  by  ballot,  and  George  Wafhington  Elq.  was 
unanimously  elected. 

On  the  i6'h  Jane,  The  preGdent  informed  colonel 
Wafhington,  that  theCongrefs  had  yefterday  unanimous 
\y  made  choice  of  him  to  be  general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  the  American  forces,  and  requeRed  he  would 
accept  of  that  employment ;  to  which  col.  Wafhington 
(landing  in  his  place  anfwered  : 

«<  MR.  PRESIDENT, 

"  Though  I  am  truly  fenfible  of  th« 
high  honour  done  me  in  this  appointment,  yet,  I  feel 
great  diftiefs  from  a  conciousnefs,  that  my  abilities  and 
military  experience  may  not  be  equal  to  the  extenfive 
and  important  trufl :  However  as  the  Congrefs  delire  it, 
1  will  enter  upon  themomentuous  duty,  and  exert  every 
power  I  possess  in  their  fervice,  and  for  fupport  of  the 
glorious  caufe.  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  mod  cordi- 
al thanks  for  this  diftingULfhed  tedimony  of  their  appro- 
.  bation. 

"  But,  left  fome  unlucky  event  mould  happen  un- 
favourable to  my  reputation,  I  beg  it  vmy  be  remem- 
bered by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that  1  this  diy 
declare  with  the  utmoft  finc^rity,  I  do  not  think  myielf 
equal  to  the  command  I  am  honoured  with. 

M  As  to  pay,  fir,  I  beg  leave  to  allure  the  Congrefs, 
that  as  no  pecuniary  confideration  could  have  tempted 
me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at  the  expencfc 
ot  my  domellic  eafe  and  happinefs,  I  do  not  with  to 
make  any  profit  from  it.     I  will  keep  an  exact  account 

of 
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of  my  expences.    Thofe  I  doubt  not  they  will  difcharge, 
and  that  is  all  I  defirc." 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draught 
a  commiflion  and  inftru&ions  for  the  general. — The 
perfons  chofen  to  compofe  the  committee  were  Mr. Lee, 
Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  two  major  generals  be  appointed  for 
the  American  army. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  major  generals  be  one1 
hundred  and  fixty  fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  when  any  of  thefe  a&  in  a  feparate  department 
he  be  allowed  for  his  pay  and  expences  three  hundred 
and  thirty  two  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  eight  brigadiers  general. 

That  the  pay  of  each  of  the  brigadiers- general  be  one 
hundred  and  twenty  five  dollers  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  adjutant  general.- — That  his  pay 
be  one  hundred  and  twenty  fi  e  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  comrmflary  general  of  (lores  and 
provifions.  That  his  pay  be  eighty  dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  one  quarter  mailer  general  for  the  grand 
army,  and  one  deputy  under  him  for  the  Ieparate  aimy. 
That  the  pay  of  the  quarter  mailer  general  be  eighty 
dollars  per  month,  and  that  of  the  deputy  forty  dollars 
per  month. 

That  there  be  one  pay -mailer  general,  and  a  deputy 
under  him  for  the  army  in  a  feparate  department  ;    that 
tile  pay  for  the  pay -mailer  general  himlell  be  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  dollars  per  month,  and  for  the  deputy   pay  mafter 
under  him,  fifty  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  at  the  grand  army, 
and  that  his  pay  be  fixty  dollars  per  month. 

That  two  afliftants  be  employed  under  him,  and 
that  the  pay  of  each  of  them  be  twenty  dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  one  chief  engineer  for  the  army  in  a 
feparate  department,  and  two  am*  ftants  under  him  ;  that 
the  pay  of  the  chief  engineer  be  fixty  dollars  per  month, 
and  the  pay  of  the  afliftants  each  twenty  dollars  per 
month. 

That  there  be  three  aids -decamp  ;  and  that  their 
pay  be  thirty  three  dollars  per  month  each. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  general ;  and  that 
his  pay  be  fixty  fix  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  fecretary  to  the  major  general  acting 
in  a  feparate  department  ;  and  that  his  pay  be  thirty 
three  dollars  per  month. 

That  there  be  a  commilTary  of  the  mufters.  That 
his  pay  be  forty  dollars  per  month, 

Refolved,  That  the  provincial  convention  of  New- 
York  be  defired  immediately  to  apply  to  governor 
Trumbull  to  order  theConne&icut  troops  now  (lationed 
at  Greenwich,  Stanford,  and  parts  adjacent,  to  march 
towards  New- York. 

Bunkers- Hill  fituateH  at  the  entrance  of  the  penin- 
fula  of  Charleftown  being  high  and  large.  The  pof- 
lessiqn  of  it  was  confidered  to  be  a  matter  of  great  con- 
fluence, to  either  of  the  contending  parties.  Orders 
ltfere  therefore  iffued  on  the  i6:h  June  by  the  provin- 
cial 
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otal  commanders,  that  a  detachment  of  a  thoufand  men 
under  colonel  Prefcott,  fhjuld  march  and  intrench  upon 
the  hill.  By  fome  m  (take  Breed's-hill,  high  and  larga 
like  the  other,  but  fituated  on  the  furtheft  part  of  the 
Peninfula  next  to  Bofton,  was  marked  out  for  the  in- 
trcnchment  infteadof  Bunker's-hill. 

The  provincials  proceeded  to  Breed's  hill,  and 
worked  with  fuch  diligence  and  alacrity  from  twelve  o'- 
clock at  night  until  the  dawn  of  the  morning  of  the  17th 
June,  in  which  time  they  had  thrown  up  a  fmall  re- 
doubt about  eighty  rods  fquare.  Tiiey  kept  fuch  a  pro- 
found filence  that  they  were  not  heard  by  the  Britifb, 
t>n  board  their  veiTels,  though  very  near.  The  light  of 
the  works  was  the  firft  notice  tnat  the  Lively  man  of  war 
had  of  them,  when  the  captain  began  firing  upon  them 
about  four  o'clock  in  th*  morning.  The  guns  called 
!the  town  of  Bofton,  the  camp  and  the  fleet  to  behold  a 
novelty  which  was  little  expecled.  The  provincial* 
with  firmnefs  continued  to  labour  till  they  had  thrown 
•up  a  fmall  brealt  work  extending  from  the  EaU  fide  of 
the  redoubt  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  but  were  prevent- 
cd  compleating  it  by  the  inceffant  fire  from  the  enemy's 
ihips,  a  number  of  floating  batteries  and  a  fortiBcatiou 
upon  CoppVhtll  in  Bollon  direclly  oppofite  to  the  Ut- 
ile American  redoubt. 

As  this  eminence  overlooked  Bofton,  general  Ga^e 
thought  it  neceflary  to  drive  the  Americans  from  it.  A- 
bout  noon  therefore  he  detached    major  general    Howe, 
and  brigadier  general  Pigot,  with  the    flower  of  his  ar- 
my 
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mv,  confiding  of  four  batullions,  ten  companies   of  tho 
grenadiers,  and  ten  of  light  infantry,  with  a    proportion 
ot  field  artillery  to  effeft   this   bufinefs.      Thefe    tro.ps 
landed  at  Morton's  point,  and  formed  after  Janding,  but 
remained  in  that  pofition,  till  they  were  joined  by  a    fe- 
cond  detachment  of  light  infantry  and    grenadier   com- 
panies, a  battalion  of  land  forces  and  a  battalion  of  ma- 
rines, making  in  the  whole  about    three  thoufand    men. 
While  the  troops  who  firft  landed  were  waiting  for  thir 
reinforcement,  the  Americans  for  their   farther  fecurity, 
pulled  up  fome  adjoining  pod  and  rail  fences,    and    fe£ 
them  down  in  two  parallel  lines  at  a  fmall  diflance  from 
each  other,  and  filled  the  fpace  between  with  fome  new- 
ly mowed  grafs,  which  formed  a  flight  defence.       Gen- 
eral Warren  joins  the  Massachufetts  forces  in  one  place, 
and  general  Pomeroy  in   another,    whilil  general   Put- 
nam, was  bufily    engaged   in    aiding    and    encouraging 
here  and  there  as  required.      Generals  Clinton  and  Bur- 
goyne,  take  their    (land   upon    Copp's  hill,   to   obferve 
and  contemplate  the  bloody  and  definitive    operations 
that  are  now   commencing.      The  regulars    formed   in 
two  lines,  and  advanced    (lowly  to   give   their  artillery 
time  to  demolifh  the  American  works.     While  the  Bri- 
tifh  were  advancing  to  the  attack,  general  G*ge,  fent  or- 
ders to  Copp's  hill  to  burn  Chaileftown  ;  Toon  after   a- 
carcafs  is  difcharged,  which    fets  fire  to   an  old  houfe 
near  the  ferry. way  ;  the  fire  fpreads,    and  moil    of  th© 
place  is  inflantly  in  flames.      The  houfes  at  the  Eiftem 
end  of  Charleftown  is  fired  by   men   who  landed    from 
the  boats.     The  Britifh  derive  no  advantage   from   the 
fmoke  of  the  conflagration,  for  the  wind  fuddenly  fhift- 

ing 
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ing  carries  it  another  way,  fo  that  they  have  not  the    co- 
ver of  it  in  their  approach.     In  a  fhort  time  this   ancient 
town,  confiding  of  about  500  buildings,  chiefly  of  wood, 
was  in  one  great  blaze.     The  only  place  of  worfhip,    a 
large  commodious  meeting  houfe,  by  its    lofty   fteeple, 
formed  a  pyramid  of  fire  above  the  reft,  and   (truck    the 
aftonifhed  eyes  of  numerous  beholders  with  a    magnifi- 
cent but  awful  fpe&acle.       In    Bofton   the    heights   of 
•very  kind  were  covered  with  the  citizens,    and  fuch  of 
the  Britifh  troops  as  were  not  on   duty.     The    hills   a- 
round  the  arijacent  country  which  afforded  a  fafe    and 
diftin&  view,  were  occupied  by  the   inhabitants    of  th« 
country.     Thousands,  both  within  and  without  Bofton, 
were  anxious  fpe&ators  of  the  bloody  fcene.      The    re- 
gulars moved  on  but  (lowly,  which  gave  the  provincials 
a  better  opportunity  for  taking  aim,  who  were  alrnoft  all 
maiksrnen,  though  there  was  not  a  rifle  gun  among  them 
they  had  only  common  mufkets,    and    many    of    them 
had  no  bayonets.      The  Americans  referred  themfelves 
till  the  regulars  were  within    ten  or    twelve    rods,   but 
then  began  a  furious    difcharge    of  fmall    arms.      The 
flream  ot  the  American  fire  was  fo  inceilanc,  and  did    fo 
great  execution  that  the  royal  troops    retreated  in  difor- 
der  and  precipitation.     Their  officers  rallied  them  and 
pufhed  them  forward  with  their  [words,  but  they  return- 
ed to  the  attack  with  great  reluclance.      The  provincials 
again  ieferved  their  fire  till  their  adverfaries  were  within, 
five  or  fix  rods,  then  difcharged  their  well  directed  pi«- 
ces,  and  put  them  a  fecood  time  to  the  flight.      General 
Howe  and  the   Britifh  efficers  redoubled  their  exertions. 
General  Clinton,  perceiving  how  their  army  is  ft*ggered 

panes 
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pafles  over  without  waring  for  oiders,  and  joins  them. 
Bv  t  hi*  time  tae  po*rdero4  the  provincials  begin  fo  far 
to  fail,  feat  for  a  fu  >plv  but  could  procure  none;  for 
there  was  Hit  a  barrel  and  a  half  i  1  the  migazine.  The 
Entifh  alfo  brought  f»mt»  cannon  to  bear  which  raked 
the  in  fide  of  the  bread  work  from  end  to  end.  The  fire 
from  the  fbips,  batteries,  and  field  artillery  was  redou- 
i  pilars  in  the  rear  were  goarJed  on  by  their 
offi-^s.  The  redoubt  was  attacked  on  three  fides  at 
once.  Under  thefe  circumflances  a  retreat  from  it  was 
ordered,  but  the  Americans  delayed,  and  kept  the  ene- 
my at  bay  for  a  confiderable  time  with  the  butt  end  of 
fcbeiT  mufkets,  till  the  redoubt  was  half  filled  with  the 
kin^  troops; 

While  thefe  operations  were  going  on  at  the  bread 
work  and  redoubt,  the  Britifh  li^ht  infantry  were  at- 
temo.m.i  to  force  the  left  point  of  the  former,  that  they 
might  take  the  American  line  in  flank.  Though  they 
exhibited  the  mod  undaunted  courage,  they  met  with 
an  oppofition  which  called  for  its  greateft  exertions. 
The  Americans  here,  in  like  manner  referved  their  fire  -. 
till  the  enemy  were  near,  and  then  poured  in  their  fhot 
upon  the  light  infantry  wi(h  fuch  a  true  diie&ion  and 
amazing  fuccefs  as  mowed  down  their  ranks.  The  en- 
gagement was  kept  up  on  both  fides  with  great  refolu- 
tion.  The  perfevering  exertions  of  the  Britifh  forces 
could  not  compel  the  provincials  to  retreat,  till  they  ob- 
ferved  that  their  main  body  had  left  the  hill  :  when  they 
gave  way  and  which  was  conducted  with  more  regula- 
rity than  could  be  expected  from  troops  who  bad  been 
no  longer  under  diicipime,  and  in  general  never  before 
Vol,  I,  N  n  faw 
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law  an  engagement.  The  retreat  expofed  them  to  new 
danger,  for  it  could  not  be  effe&ed  but  by  marching  over 
Charleftown  peck,  every  part  of  which  was  raked  by  the 
(hot  of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war  and  of  two  floating  bat- 
teries. The  inceffmt  fire  kept  up  acrofs  che  neck  from 
the  beginning  of  the  engagem  >nt  pre*en*""i  any  confider- 
able  reinforcements  getting  to  the  hili  ;  bat  the  few  who 
fell  on  their  retreat  over  the  fame  ground  proved,  that 
the  apprehenfions  of  thofe  provincial  officers  who  de- 
clined passing  over  to  aid  their  countrymen,  were  with- 
out any  folid  foundation. 

The  number  of  Americans  engaged,  amounted  only 
to  fifteen  hundred.      It  was  apprehended  that  the  Britifh 
wouli  pufh  the  advantage  they  had  gained,  and  march 
immediately  to  American  head-quarters   at    Cambridge, 
about  two  miles  dilfant  and  which  was  in  no  ftate  of  de- 
fence; but  they  advanced  no  farther  than    BunkerVhill. 
There  they  threw  up  works  for  their  own  fecurity.  The 
Americans  did  the  fame  upon  Profped -hill  in   front    of 
them,  about  half  way  to  Cambridge,    Both  were  guard- 
ing againfl  an  attack,  neither  of  them  were  in  a    condi- 
tion to  receive  one.    The  lofs  of  the  Peniufula  depreffed 
the  fpirits  of  the  provincials,  and  the  lofs  of  men  damp- 
ed the  courage  of  the  regulars.     There  was  a  continued 
Maze  of  fire  from  the  provincials  for  near  half  an    hour, 
and  the  action  was  hot  for   about   double   that    period. 
In  this  fhert  fpace  the  lofs  of    the    Britifh  amounted   to 
1054.     Nineteen  commiffioned  officers  were  killed  and 
70  more  were  wounded.     The  light  infantry  and  grena- 
diers loft  three  fourths  of  their  men.      Of  one  company 
not  more  than  five,  and  of  another,  not  more    than    14 
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efcaped.     A  number  of  tories  ferved  as  volunteers,   fe- 
veral  of  whom  were  killed.     That  the   officers  fuffered 
fo  much,  mu(l  be  imputed  to  their  being  aimed  at ;  from 
their  fall  much  confufion    was   expected.      They  were 
therefore  particularly  Gngled  out.     Mod  of  thofe   who 
were  near  the  perfon  of  general  Howe,  were  either  killed 
or  wounded.     It  was  a  wander  that  the  general  himfelf 
efcaped.     The  unexpeaed  reGftance  of  the    Americans 
muft  wipe  away  the  reproaches  of  cowardice,  which  has 
been  call  on  them  by  their  enemies.    '  In  future  let  them 
no  more  pronounce  the  Americans   cowards,    who   will 
fly  at  the  very  fight  of   a  grenadiers  cap.     The  fpirited 
conduct  of  the  Britifh   officers   merited  great  applaufe, 
but  the  Americans  were  juftly  entitled  to  a  large  porti- 
on of  the  fame,  for  having  made  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
their  adverfaries  necessary  to  diflodge  them  from  lines, 
which  were  the  work  only  of  a  few  hours.      The    Ame- 
ricans loft  five  pieces  of  cannon  out  ot    fix.      Their  kill- 
ed amounted  to  139.      Their  wounded  and    missing  to 
314.      Among  the  (lain  was  major  general   Warren,   he 
was  (hot  in  the  back  part  of    his   bead,   upon    receiving 
the  shot,  he  dropt  down  dead,     Within  four  days  after 
he  had  been  appointed  a  major  general  he   fell    a  noble 
facrifice  to  a  caufe  which  he  had  efpoufed  from  the  pu- 
reft  principles.      He  lived  and  died  univeifaljy  beloved 
and  univerfally  regretted.      He  took  an    active    part  m 
defence  of  his  country,  not  that  he  might  be    noted  and 
admired  for  a  patriotic  fpirit,  but  becaufe  he  was  a   real 
patiot.       Having   no    interefled  or   perfonal    views    to 
anlwer,  the  friends  of  liberty  confided  in  his  integrity, 
the  foundnefc  of  fail  judgment,  and  his  abilities  as  a  pub- 
lit 
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lie  fpeaker  enabled  him  to  mike  a  di (languished  figure 
in  public  councils,  but  his  intrepidity  and  active  zeal 
induced  the  friends  of  America  to  place  him  in  the  mi- 
litary line.  In  private  life  he  was  valued  for  his  engag- 
ing manners,  and  as  a  phyfician  for  his  professional  abi- 
lities. The  death  of  an  amiab'e  contort  had  made  his 
life  of  the  greatefl  importance  to  his  chili ren  ;  he 
was  willing  however  to  rifk  it  in  the  fervice  of  tae  pub- 
lic. 

Generals  Howe,  Clinton,  and  Burgoyne,  were  fo  af- 
fured  in  their  own  midaken  opinions  at  their   departure 
from  England  that  there  would  be  no  occafion   to  draw 
the  fwoid  in  fupport  of    miniilerial    meafures.      They 
flattered  themfclves  with  much  amufement  and   diveifi- 
ons, accordingly  prepared  themfelves  with  fishing  lack- 
ling  and  a  variety  of  other  articles  for  fporting  &c.  Soon 
after  their  arrival  at  Bofion,  they  were  aftonished  at  the 
fituation  of  affairs,  and  when  in  company  with  generals 
Gage,  and  Haldiman,  afked    how   the    fonie  happened 
(Lexington  battle)    general    Haldiman,    who   was   the 
fecond  in  command,  anfwered,  "  1  knew  nothing  about  it, 
till  the  barber  came  in  to  shave  me,    and   faid,  that  the 
troops  were  gone  out,  and  that  they  had   been   fighting. 
I  did  not  chufe  that  he  should  know  I  got  my  informa- 
tion  from  him.     I  therefore  called  my  footman,  and  fent 
him  out  upon  a  frivolous  errand,  well  knowing,  that  if 
there  was   any  truth  in  what  the   barber   reported,  he 
would  bring  me  word  of  it,  which  he  did.     In  this  way 
I  became  acquainted    with  what  had  happened.'4  The 

fignifi. 


a.  d.  1775.  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION,       *£} 

fignifnant  looks  which  folio  ved  this    relation,   declared 
the  iur^nze  of  the  newly  artived  generals. 

Governor  John  Went-vor th  fl  11  continues  in  New- 
Ham  ofhi  re.  His  influence  dadv  di  nim  fires,  a  id  as  he 
can  no  lbngef  confide  i.i  the  attachment  of  the  people 
for  fafety  ;  he  has  taken  up  his  lehdence  at  fort  William 
and  Mary. 

The  committee  of  Congrefs  appointed  to  dra-ight  a 
commission  to  the  general,  reported  the  lame,  on  June 
17,  which  being  read  by  paragraghs  and  debated,  was  a* 
greed  to  as  follows  : 

IN   CONGRESS 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New  Hampfhiret 
MaJJachufetts-Bay,  Rh-ide  Island,   Connecticut,    New- 
York,    New-  Jerfy,    Pennjylvania,    the   Counties   of 
NeW'CaJtle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on    Delaware,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South -Ca?  olina. 

To  GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  Esq. 

WE,  repofing  fpecial  truft  and  confldeuce  in  your 
patriotifm,  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  conftitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  general  and 
commander  in  chief,  of  the  army  of  the  united  colonies, 
and  of  all  the  forces  now  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed 
by  them,  and  of  all  others  who  shall  voluntarily 
offer  their  fervice,  and  join  the  laid  army  for  the 
defence  of  American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  ev- 
ery   hoflile    invafion    thereof :    and    you    are   hereby 

veiled 
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vefted  with  full  power  and  authority  to  a&  as  you  fhall 
think  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  thefervice. 

And  we  do  hereby  ftriclly  charge  and  require  all 
officers  and  foldiers  under  your  command,  to  be  obedi- 
ent to  your  orders  and  diligent  in  the  exercife  of  their 
feveral  duties. 

And  we  do  alfo  enjoin  and  require  you,  to  be  care- 
ful in  executing  the  great  trufl  repofed  in  you,  by  cauf- 
ing  drift  difcipline  and  order  to  be  obferved  in  the  ar- 
my, and  that  the  foldiers  be  duly  exercifed,  and  provide 
ed  with  all  convenient  necefTaries. 

And  you  are  to  regulate  your  conduct  in  every  refr 
peel  by  the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war  (as  herewith  giv- 
en you,)  and  pun&ually  to  ohferve  and  follow  fuch  or- 
ders and  directions  from  time  to  time,  as  you  shall  re- 
ceive horn  this  or  a  future  Congrefs  of  thefe  united  colo- 
nies, cr  committee  of  Congrefs. 

This  comimfFjon  to  continue  in  torce,  until  revoked 
by  this  or  a  iutuie  Congrefs* 

By  order  of  the  Cor.gr efs* 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  fairly  tranferibed,  figtjed 
by  the  prehdent,  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  and  deliver* 
ed  to  the  general. 

Refclved I  unanimously]  Whereas  the  delegates  of  all 
the  colonics  trom  Neva  Scotia  to  Georgia,  in  Congrefs 
aficmbled,  have  unanimously  chofen  George  Washing- 
ton, Efq.  to  be  genei-d  and  commander  in  chief,  of  fuch 

force* 
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forces  as  are  or  shall  be  raifed  for  the  maintainance  and 
prefervation  of  American  liberty  ;  this  Congref;  doth 
now  declare,  that  they  will  maintain  andassift  him,  and 
adhere  to  him  the  faid  George  Washington,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  fame  caufe. 

The  Congrefs  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the 
officers  in  the  army  by  ballot. 

Artemus  Ward,  Efq.  was  chofen  firft  major  gen- 
eral. 

Horatio  Gates,  Efq.  adjutant  general. 

Refolved,  That  Horatio  Gates  Erq.  now  chofen  ad- 
jutant general,  shall  have  the  rank  of  brigadier  gen- 
eral. 

Charles  Lee,  Efq.  fecond  major  general. 

On  June  19th,  Congrefs,  ordered  that  Mr.  Henry, 
Mr,  Lynch,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  be  a  committee  to 
wait  upon  general  Lee,  and  to  inform  him  of  his  ap- 
pointment, and  reqult  his  anfwer  whether  he  will  accept 
the  command*  The  committee  returned  and  reported, 
that  they  had  waited  on  general  Lee,  and  informed  him 
of  his  appointment,  and  that  he  gave  for  anfwer  :  "  That 
he  had  thehigheft  fenfe  ot  the  honour  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  Congrefs  ;  that  no  effort  in  his  power  shall 
be  wanting  to  ferve the   American  caufe/' 

The  letters  from  Maffachufetts -Bay  being  taken  in- 
to confederation,  the  Congrefs  came  to  the  following 
refolve  : 

That  the  governor  of  Connedicut  be  requefted  to 
cUreS  all  the  forces  raifei;*a  that  colony,  not  employed 

at 
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at  Ticondernga  and  Cm v  1  Point,  or  recommended  by 
this  Congrefs  to  be  marched  toward?  New- York,  to  be 
immediately  fent  to  join  the  combined  army  before  Bof- 
ton  :  an  i  it  Uearneftly  recom  nen  led  to  the  colony  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  co  the  provincial  convention  of  New 
Hamp  hire,  to  knd  immediat?Iv  to  the  army  before 
Bofton  fachof  the  forces  as  are  already  embodied  to- 
w.  ds  their  quotas  ol  thettoops  agreed  to  be  railed  by 
the  NTe  v-  England  colonies. 

Refot'ved,  That  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
commission  fir  tne  m  jor  generals,  alfo  for  the  biigadier 
generals,  and  other  officers  in  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  there  he  four  major  generals. 

The  Cufigrefs  then  proceeded  to  chufe  the  two  re- 
maining maj  *  generals,  when  Philip  Schuyler,  Efq. 
was  chofen  third  major  general,  and  Ifracl  Putnam,  Eiq. 
Was  unanimouflv  chofen  fourth  major  general. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
commission  for  the  major  and  brigadier  generals,  report- 
ed the  fame,  which  being  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  made  out,  figned 
by  the  prefidents  and  attefted  by  the  fecretary,  for  each 
of  the  major  generals  and  "brigadier  generals* 

Ordered,  That  the  fecretary  get  a  number  of  com- 
missions, with  proper  blanks,  printed  for  the  other  of- 
ficers. 

The  feleft  men  of  Bofton,  gave  repeated  aflurances 
to  general  Ga-e,  that  the  inhabitants  had  delivered  up 
their  arms  according  to  agreement.  But  as  a  cover  for 
violating  the  agreement,  he  ilfued  a  proclamation  on  the 

19th 
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19th  of  Jane,  in  nrhfch  he  aflfertei  that  he  hai  fi*H  proof 
to  the  contrary,  and  that  maov    hai  b*en   oerfiiiojs    in 
that  refpeci,  and  had  fecn&ed  jjreat    numbers.      The   a* 
gree  nent  was    /ell  oSferved  in  the  hennaing,  but  after 
a  fhorttime  obftru&ions  were  thrown  in  the  way   of  it§ 
fir  1   completion,  on  the  plea   that    perlons    who    went 
fron  Bolton  for  the  go  »ds  of  thofe  who  chofe    to  abida 
there,  were  not  properly  *re  ated.      T  re  provincial  Con- 
grefs  remon [bated  on  the  infra&ion   of  the    agreement^ 
but  without  effeS.      Genera!  Gage,  on  a  farther  consi- 
deration of  theconfequences  of  moving  the  whigs  out  of 
town,  evaded  it  in  a  manner    not   confident   with   good 
faith.      He  was  in  a  great  meafure  compelled    to  adopt 
this  difhonourable  mode,  from  t^he  clamour  of  the  tories 
whoalledgei  thac  none  but  the  ill  inclined  were  for  rer 
moving,  and  that  when  they  were  all  fafe  with  their    fa- 
milies and  effetts,  the  town  would  be  fet  on  fire.  A  demui 
loon  afterward  arote  aboiu  the  meaning  of  the  word    ef- 
fects, which  was    coaltrucd    by    general   Gage,  as    not 
including  merchano.zs.      By  this  unwarranted  co  iftruc- 
tion,  man?  who  quitted  the  town  were  deprived  of  their 
ufuai  refources  tor  a  lupport.      Passports  were    fo    con- 
ducted that  families  were  dividca  :    wives  were  ieparaU 
ed  from  their  hulbauds ;  children    irom  their   parents; 
the  aged  sni  the  hck  horn  their    relations   and    h lends, 
,  General  Ga^e  was  very  averie  to  part  with   the   women 
and  children,  thinking  that  on  their  account,  the  Ame- 
ricans would  be  reftrained  horn  making  an  aflault  on  the 
town,      Numbers  ot  tne  poor  and  helplefs  were  however 
permitted  to  depart,  and  ieveral  ut   them   intecied  with, 
or  not  entirely  recovered  from  the  (mall-pox,  by    which 
Vol,  I.  O  o  means 
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rheans  the  American  troops  were  greatly  endmgered. 
The  greateft  part  or  nearly  all  the  training  arms  were 
delivered  up.  Some  few  might  have  ferreted  their 
fporting  guns  or  favourite  arms.  On  this  flimfy  pre- 
tence the  general  faciificed  his  honour,  to  policy  and 
the  clamours  of  the  tories.  Contrary  to  good  faith  he 
detained  many,  though  juftly  entitled  by  agreement  to 
deparr,  and  when  he  admitted  them  to  go  ouc,  he  would 
not  allow  them  to  remove  their  families  and  ejfeEls. 

The  chiefs  and  wauiors  of  the  Oneida  tribe  of  In* 
dians,  on  the  19th  June,  directed  the  following  fpeech 
to  governor  Trumbull,  to  be  communicated  by  him  to 
the  four  New- England  provinces. 

As  my  younger  brothers  of  the  New- England  In- 
dians, who  have  fettled  in  the  vicinity,  are  now  going 
down  to  vifn  their  fiends,  and  to  move  up  parts  of  their 
Families  that  were  left  behind — With  this  belt  by  thern^ 
I  open  the  road  wide,  dealing  it  of  all  obltacles,  that 
Ihey  may  vifit  their  friends,  and  return  to  their  fettle- 
merits  here  in  peace. 

We  Oiieidas  are  induced  to  this  meafure  on  account 
of  the  difagreeable  illusion  of  alFans  that  way  ;  and  we 
hope  by  the  help  of  God,  they  ma>  return  in  peace. — 
We  earnclly  recommend  them  to  your  charity  through 
their long journey. 

Now  we  more  immediately  addrefs  >ou  our  brother, 
the  governor,  and  the  chiefs  of  New-  England. 

Brothers !  We  have  heard  of  the  unhappy  different 
ces  and  great  contention  between  you  and  Oid.Englaad. 
We  wonder  greatly,  and  are  troubled  in  our  minds. 

Brothers  I 
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Brothers  ! — Poflefs  your  minis  in  peace  refpecting 
us  InJi  ns.  We  cannot  intermeddle  in  this  difp  ite  be* 
tween  two  brothers  — The  quarrel  feems  to  be  uanatu* 
ral  — Y  >u  are  two  brothers  of  one  blood. — We  are  un- 
wi.hng  to  join  on  either  fide  in  (ugIi  a  conteft,  for  we, 
bear  an  equal  affe&ion  to  both  you  Old  and  New-Engt 
]a  lC|. — Shoull  th2  great  king  of  England  apply  to  us 
fur  aid— we  fhall  deny  him.      If  the  colonies  apply        » 

we  will  refufe. The   prefent    Situation   of  you    two 

brothers  is  new  and  ftrange  to  us.  We  Indians  cannot 
find,  nor  recollect  in  the  traditions  of  our  anceftorsj  the 
like  cafe  or  a  Gmilar  inftance. 

Brothers  !  For  thefe  reafons  poffefs  your  minds  in 
peace,  and  take  no    umbrage,    that    we    Indians    refufe 

joining  in  the  conteft. We  are  for  peace. 

Brother*  !  Was  it  an  alien,  a  foreign  nation,  who  had 
ftiuck  you,  we  fhould  lock  into  the  matter.  We  hope, 
through  the  wile  government  and  good  pleafure  of  God, 
your  diftrefses  may  be  foon  removed,  and  the  dark 
clouds  be  difperfed. 

Brothers  !  As  we  have  declared  for  peace,  we  defire 
you  will  not  apply  to  our  Indian  brethren  in  New- Eng- 
land for  a fliftance.  Let  us  Indians  be  all  of  one  mind, 
and  live  with  one  another  ;  and  you  white  people  fettle 
your  own  difputes  betwixt  yourfelves. 

Brothers!  We  have  now  declared  our  minds,  pleafe 
to  write  to  us,  that  we  may  know  yours.  We  the  Sa- 
chems and  warriors,  and  female  governeffes  of  Oneida, 
lend  our  love  to  you,  brother,  governor,  and  ail  the  o- 
tiler  chiefs  in  New^Englai.d, 

Signed 
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Signed  by  William  Sunoghsis,Nickhfha  Watthaleagk, 
William  Kanaghquaefca  Peier  Jhaycheare  Jimmy  Te- 
kayaheare,  Nickhis  Agh/enhares  Thomas  Y-ghtanowea, 
Adam  Ohonwano,  Quedellis  Agwerondongwas,  Hander* 
cheks  Tegahsv)eahdyeni  Johnko,  Sheanendo,  Thomas  [T#« 
ondeatha. 

Thefpeech  was  dated  jram  Kononwarohare  {that  is)  a- 
head  ereBed  on  a  pole. 

On  the  1 1  ft  June,  Mr.  Thomas  Jefferfon  appeared 
as  a  delegate  for  the  colony  ot  Virginia,  and  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read  and  approved,  in  Con«< 
grels,  and  are  as  follows  : 

"  At  a  convention  of  the  delegates  for  the  counties  and 
corporations  in  the  colony  ot  Virginia,  at  the  town  of 
Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Henrico,  on  Monday  27th 
March  1775. 

On  a  motion  made,  Refolved>  That  Thomas  Jeffer- 
fon, Efq.  be  appointed  a  deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony 
in  general  Cengrefs,  in  the  room  of  the  hon.  Peyton 
Randolph,  Efq.  in  cafe  of  the  non-attendance  of  the 
fcud  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq. 

Atteft, 

I 

John    Tazewell,  Clerk  of  Convention. 

At  a  general  assembly,  began  and  held  at  the  capi- 
tal, io  the    city    et  Williamsburgh,  on  Thurfday,  ill 

June 
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June,  in  th?  fifteenth  year  of  the  re^n  rri  our  Lord, 
George  the  third,  by  the  grace  ot  Gjd  ot  Great  Bncain 
&c.  A,  D.  1775. 

Monday ,5th  June,  \§th.  G    III.  1775. 

Resolved.  N  C  D  That  this  houre  do. h  intirely  ap- 
prove ot  the  proceedings  and  refolutio  is  of  the  conven- 
tion of  delegates  for  the  counties  and  corporations  in  the 
colony  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond  town,  in  the 
county  of  Henrico,  the  ao'-h  ot  March,  1775  ;  and  that 
it  be  recommended  to  all  the  good  people  of  this  colony, 
ftn&ly  to  conform  to,  and  obferve  the  fame. 

By  the  houfe  of  BurgefTes, 

Peyton  Randolph,  Speaker" 


On  a  motion  made,  Ref oh ed.Thdit  the  general  be  al- 
lowed three  aids-de  camp. 

That  each  of  the  major  generals  have  two  aids-de* 
camp. 

That  their  pay  be  thirty  Ihree  dollars  per  month 
each. 

On  the  22djuneCongrels  by  ballot  chofe  eight  briga. 
dier  generals,  Seth  Pemeroy,  Efq.  of  the  Mafiachufetts 
colony,  the^fiift;  Richard  Montgomery,  Efq.  0  New- 
York,  thefecond;  David  Worfter,  Eiq.  of  Connecticut 
the  thitd  ;  William  Heath,  Efq,  of  the  MafTachufetts, 
thefouith  ;  Jofeph  Spencer,  Efq..  of  Connecticut,  the 
fifth  ;   John  Thomas,   Efc^.  of   the  Maffachufetts,  the 

fixth  } 
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fixth  1  John  Sullivan,  Efq.  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  fo. 
vcnth  ;  and  Nathaniel  G.eene,  Efq.   o\   Rhode-Island, 
the  eighth  ;  and  refolved,  that  the  officers   in  the   arm/  , 
(hould    receive    their   ne m    commiliions    through    th« 
hands  of  general  Washington. 

On  the  fame  day  they  refolved.  That  a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  millions  of  Soanifh  milled  dollars,  be  emit- 
ted by  the  Cong^efs  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  of 
America  ;  and  that  the  twelve  confederated  colonies  bo 
pledged  for  the  sedemption  of  the  bills. 

IL  on  motion  made,  Refolved,  That  the  colony  of 
J^n  fylvania,  raife  two  moie  companies  of  riflemen,  and 
that  thefe,  with  the  fix  before  ordered  to  be  by  them 
rsrifed,  making  eight  companies,  be  formed  into  a  batta- 
lion, to  be  commanded  by  fuch  field  officers,  captains, 
and  lieutenants,  as  (hall  be  .recommended  by  the  affem- 
bly  or  convention  of  faid  colony. 

The  provincial  Congrefs  of  South  Carolina,  met  on 
June  1  ft,  at  Charleftown,  one  hundred  and  feventy  two 
members  were  prefer*:.      On  June  2d,  they  unanimous* 
ly  rticlved,  That  an  aiibciation  was  neceflary,  which  was 
drawn  up  and  figned  by  their  prefident  Henry  Lawrens, 
JLfq.  and  all  the  members  prelent.      In  it  they  declared, 
*'  Thoroughly  convinced  that,  under  ourfprefent  diftrefs* 
ed  circumftances,  we  (hill  be  iuflified    before   God  and 
man,  in  refilling  force  by  force,  we  do   unite    ourfeives 
under  every  tie  ot  religion  and  honour,  and  alTociate  as  a 
band  in  the  defence  oi  an  injured  country,  againft  every 
foe  :  hereby  folesrinly  engaging,  that,  whenever  out  con- 
tinental  or  provincial  councils   fLnll  decree   it  neceflary, 
we  will  go  ionh,  and  be  itudy  to  facrifice  our    lives  and 

fortunes 
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fortunes  to  fccure  her  freedom  a^d  fafety.  This  ofctiga* 
tion  to  continue  in  full  force  until  a  reconciliation  flviU 
take  place  between  Great  Britain  and  A  nerica,  upoa 
conftitutional  principles,  an  event  which  we  m  >tl  ardent- 
ly deGre.  And  we  will  hold  ail  thofe  perfons  inimical 
to  the  liberty  of  the  colonies  who  fhuli  refute  to  fub* 
fcribe  this  a[^ociation.', 

Oa  th.-  5:0.  of  June  they  refolved,  to  raifetwo  regr- 
nrcnts  of  loot,  and  a  regiment  of  rangers  ;  and  to  put 
the  town  and  province  in  a  relpeclable  pollure  ot  de- 
fence. 

Lord  William  Campbell,  governor  of  the  province, 
arrived,  while  this  Congrefs  was  inting,  he  was  received 
with  the  ufual  demon  ft  rations  of  joy  on  fimilar  cecal!- 
-ans.  The  Congrefs  on  June  larl^  waited  on  him  wirh 
an  addrefs,  in  which  they  declared,  that  no  leve  o!  inno- 
vation, no  defire  of  altering  the  conftitution  of  govern- 
ment, no  Lull  of  independence,  bud  the  leaft  influence 
upontheircouncils;  but  thai;  they  had  been  impelled  £0 
affociate  and  take  up  arms,  folety  for  the  prefervation, 
and  in  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties* 
They  earneftly  entreated  his  excellency  to  make  fuch  a 
representation  of  the  Rate  of  the  colony,  and  of  their  ieil 
motives,  as  to  adure  his  majefly,  that  he  had  no  fubjecrs, 
who  defned  more  fincerdy  to  teft-'fy  their  loyalty  and  af. 
fection,  or  would  be  more  willing  to  devote  the^r  lives 
and  fortunes  in  his  (ervice.  A  very  mild  and  difcre'eft 
.anl'wer  was  returned  by  his  excellence. 

On  the  22d  juae,  the  provincial  Congrefs  a-'j  turn- 
ed having  firft  delegated  a  great  part  of  their    authority 

to 
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to  the  council  of  fafety,  and  the  general  committee, 
they  particularly  recommended  to  the  latter,  to  take 
effectual  methods  to  have  the  aflbciation  figned  through 
the  province,  and  b  demand  from  the  non  fubferibers 
-the  reafons  of  their  re*  u  fa  I. 

.  Among  the  gentlemen  of  Soufh  Carolina  the  mill* 
tary  ardour  was  fo  great,  that  candidates  for  cominiffion* 
were  four  urnes  more  than  could  be  employed  ;  and  in 
the  number  ^er^  many  of  the  fi.-tf  f  aimlies  andfortunes. 
-The  militia  officers  under  'he  governor  refi^ned  their 
commiflions,  and  by  their  !wn  confent  were  iubje&ed  to 
the  orders  of  the  provoc:  d    i  oof>refs. 

On  the  23d  Jane,  the  continental  Congrefs,  r&~ 
folvtd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  officer  command- 
ing in  the  New  Yo  k  dep  r^men%  to  procure,  as  foon  as 
pofBble  a  lift  of  the  men  employed  in  taking  and  gari- 
.  foumg  Crown  Point  and  Tironderoga,  and  keeping 
pofToffion  ol  the  lakes,  and  alio  ot  their  difburfementg, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  paid. 

Rejolved,  That  their  pay  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
officers  and  privates  in  the  American  army ;  the  higheft 
of  the  officers  not  to  exceed  that  ot  a  captain,  and 
that  the  pay  commence  the  third  day  ot  May  laft,  and 
continue  till  they  are  di (charged. 

Refohed.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the    conventi- 
on of    New    York,    ihat  ihey   couuiiting   with   general 
Schuyler,  employ  in  the  army  to  be  railed  for   the  de- 
fence of  America,  thofe  called    green    mountain    boys, 
under  fuch   officer*  as  the    ia*d   &reen   mountain   boy* 
;  shall  chufe. 
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Or,  a  ra  1  nde,  Reflvrd.    Thit  a    com  nittee  of 

fi<'e  be  chof  *       >  Jrtfwurj  1    |  >ri  c  ,   p-     rvi  >h[hed 

by  general  Wafttington,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  camp 
be!,  re  Bofl    n. 

Refolved    rfaat  the  number  and  denomination  ot the 

bills  to  be  emitted  be  as  follows  : 19  00 ;  bills  ot    8 

dollars  each  ;— 40  0:0  ditto  of  7  dollars  each— '4  .,000 
ditto  <y  6  dollars ea  *;  49,000  ditto  of  5  J  >!!ars  each; 
—^9.000    Htto  ot  4  dollars    each  ;—  49.000  dittj   of  3 

dollars  each  ;  — --49,000  Htto  of  2  dollars  each  ;.... 49,000 
ditto  of   1    dollar    each  ;....  11, 800  ditto  of   20    dollars 

each. 


Refolved,  That  the  form   of  the  bills  to  he  emitted  he  as 

Jo  Hows  : 

CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY, 

No.  Dollars, 

This  bill  entitles  the  bearer  to  receive 

Sjamih  milled  dollars,  or  the 
value  thereof  in  gold  or  Giver,  according  to  the  refoluti- 
ons  ot  the  Congrets,  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  10th 
day  ot  May,  A.  D.  1775. 

The  continental  Congrefson  the  24*  h  June,  on  amo- 
tion, made,  Refolved,  That  a  commitfe  ol  feven  be  ap- 
pointed to  deviie  ways  and  means  to  <ut  the  militia  of 
America  in  a  proper    iiate  for  the  defence  of   America. 

Vol.  I.  Pp  To 
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To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  Continental    Con- 
grefs,  at   Philadelphia. 

New  York,  June  24,  1775* 

«■  GENTLEMEN, 

THE  rain  on  Friday  afternoon  and  Sa. 
turday.....The  advice  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Jer- 
feyand  this  city,  by  no  means  to  crofs  Hudfon's  river  at 
the  lower  ferry.., .and  fome  other  circumftances,  too  tri- 
vial to  mention,  prevented  my  arrival  at  this  place,  un- 
til the  afternoon  of  this  day. 

In  the  morning,  after  giving  general  Schuyler  fuch 
4  orders,  as,  from  the  refult  of  my  inquiry  into  matters 
here,  appear  nectfTr}  ,1  fhali  fet  out  on  my  journey  to  the 
camp  at  B  >(lon,  and  (hall  proceed  with  all  the  difpatch 
in  my  power.  Powder  is  fb  eiFential  an  article,  that  I 
cannot  help  again  repeating  the  necefli'y  of  a  fupply.1 
The  camp  at  Boftun,  from  the  bed  account  I  can  get 
from  (hence,  is  but  very  poorly  fupplied.  At  this  place, 
they  have  fcarce  any.  How  they  are  provided  at  gen- 
eral Woofier's  camp,  I  have  not  been  able  yet  to 
learn. 

Governor  Tryon  is  arrived,  and  general  Schuyler 
directed  to  advife  you  of  the  line  of  conduct  he  moves 
in.  1  fear  it  will  not  be  veiy  favourable  to  the  Ameri- 
can caufe. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am,  with  great  refpeft  and 
itfgar&,   gentlemen   jom      -  cit    ubedier.t,   and    obliged 

bubble  Lci\d>ity 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

T<* 
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To  John  Hancock,  Efquire,  Piefident  of    Congrefs. 
New-York,  Sunday,  i£h  June,  1775,  5   o'clock,    P.  M. 

SIR, 

UPON  my  arrival  here  this  afternoon,  I  was. 
informed  that  an  exprefs  was  in  town  from  the  provin*4 
cial  camp  in  Massachufetts-Bay  ;  and  having  feen  among 
the  papers  in  his  pofleffion,  a  letter  d  reeled  to  you  as 
Prefident  ot  the  Congrefs,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  o- 
pen  it.  I  was  induced  to  take  that  liberty  by  feveral 
gentlemen  ot  New- York  who  were  anxious  to  know  the 
particulars  of  the  affair  of  the  feventeenth  inft.  and  agree- 
able to  the  orders  of  many  members  of  the  Congrefs, 
who  judged  it  neceffiry  that  I  mould  avail  myfelf  of 
the  bed  information  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey. 

You  will  find,  fir,  by  that  letter  a  great  want  oi 
powder  in  the  provincial  army,  which  I  fincerely  hope 
the  Congrefs  will  fupply  as  fpeedily  and  as  effeSijaUjr, 
as  in  their  power.  One  thoufand  pounds  in  weight 
were  fent  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  three  days  ago, 
from  this  city  ;  which  has  left  this  place  almoft  dellkute 
of  that  neceffary  article  ;  there  being  at  this  time,  from 
the  bed  information,  not  more  than  tour  barrels  of  pow* 
tier  in  the  city  of  New- York. 

I  propofeto  fet  off  for  -he  provincial  camp  to  mor- 
row, and  will  ufe  all  poffible  difpatch  to  join  the  forces 
there* 

Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments  to  the  gentlemen  of 

the 
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the  Congrefs ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  fir,    your    obliged 
friend,  and  humble  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


On  June  26th  The  continental  Congrefs  took  into 
confideration  the  Rate  of  North  Carolina,  and  came  to 
the  following  resolutions. 

Whereas  it  is  reprefented  to  this  Congrefs  that,  the 
enemies  of  the  liberties  of  America  ar^  puifuinsj  rrea- 
fures  to  divide  the  good  people  of  the  colonv  of  North- 
Carolina,  and  to  defeat  the  American  aflocidtion; 

Resolved.  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  in  that  co- 
lony, who  wifh  well  to  the  liberties  of  America  to  afTo- 
ciate  for  the  defence  of  American  lib<-m  ,  and  to  embody 
themft  Ives  as  militia,  under  proper  officeis. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  a'fleaibly  or  convention  of 
that  colqny  (hail  think  it  abfoiutely  ne<  fTary  tor  the  fup- 
port  of  the  Ametiian  ilk ciation  and  ialetv  of  the  colo- 
ny, to  raife  a  body  of  forces  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
men,  this  congrefs  v  ill  con  fid  er  ihtm  as  an  American  ar- 
my and  provide  for  their  pay. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefident  write  to  governor 
Trumbull,  and  inform  him,  and  alfo  the  conventions  of 
New- Ram j.  dure  and  Massachufetts-Bay,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  Rhode  ifland,  that  the  Congrefs  have  ap- 
pointed Georgi  Wafhiiigton,  Efq.  commander  in  chief 
ol  all  tie  lorces  raiieci  01  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of 
.America, 

Oh 
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On  the  2/»h  |<me,  T  1  ■  -  uftt$gf>tal  Gongref*  Reflv* 
ed>  That  governor  Skee^e  be  feat  uvJer  a  guard  to 
W  athersfie.  1  or  \1  ddleto-vn.  »i  the  cna-'  01  Hart- 
ford, in  (  at,  Hon  to  be  c  ">n^ed  on  his  parole, 
not  to  go  out  of  the  bounds  pe'cnbrd  to  mm  by  gover- 
nor Hrumbull. 

Oil  ihe  -28  h  J'me,  Tje  provincial  Miflfachufetts 
Cong^eis,  Refolved,  That  the  notes  and  bi'ls  <»t  the  colo- 
ny of  Rhode  Island,  of  this,  and  all  the  other  colonies, 
(except  Nova  Scotia  and  Canad  1)  ("hall  be  taken  and  re- 
ceived, and  accounted  a  good  and  fufficient  tender  for 
the  payment  oi  all  debts  and  damages  a;i(ing  upon  tho 
non -performance  ot  any  promiles :  and  the  committees 
of  correipondence,  inflection,  and  L>feiy,  in  the  refpec- 
tive  towns,  are  to  return  the  names  of  all  perions  who 
fhall  contravene   this  relolve. 

The  whole  a  lony  ot  Pennfylvania,   have    for    fomo 
time  been  preparing  for  a    vigorous    defence.      The   af- 
fembly  ot  Pennfylvania,  are  eitahlsfhmg  a  military  ^iTj- 
ciation  thiuugh  the   piovince.       Several   battalions    aro 
railing,  cloathipgand  aiming.      The  Pniladelphia  mili- 
tia for  fotne  time  'ormed  tbtmfelves  intotiiret  battalions, 
amouning  to  ab-jut  1500  men,  they  have  alio    an    arti- 
tillery  company  oi  150  men,  with  two  twelve  and  four 
fix  pound  brafs  field  pit  ces  ;  a  troop  ot  light  horfe,  fe- 
veral  companies  of  light  infantry,   and   riflemen.      There 
is  one  company  of   light   infantry    entirely    compofed  ot 
gentlemen  oi  the  quakcr  peiluafion.      The  whole  joined 
in  brigade  marched  10  the  common  about  the  beginning 
of  June  amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  2000.      They 
w$nt  through  the  ma  nuai  exeicile,  firing,  &c.  in  the  pre- 

fence 
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frire  of  the  members  of  the  continental  Congress,  and 
feveral  thoufand  fpectators.  The  zeal  and  activity  di$* 
pldjed  in  performing  military  manoe  iv'es  reflected 
rrncb  r»rai>  ;  and  promises  expectations  flittering  to  the 
caufe  ef;joufed.  The  col ony  has  put  on  the  mofl  mar- 
tial  appearance,  the  militia  of  the  different  counties  are 
frequently  exercised. 

The  inhabitants  of Philadcl phia  with  a   view  to  the 
fafety  of  the  city,  arealfo    engaged  in    prenaring  Che- 
vaux-de-frize,  to  finfe  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  Delaware 
river,  and  in  completing  a  number  of  large  galleys,  car- 
rying at  their  bows  guns  from  32  to  48  pounders,  fwiv- 
els,  &c.     The  Chevaux-de-frizs  when    funk  is  fo  con* 
trived,    that  it  can  neither  be   broken  nor  turned   over, 
cor  forced  backward.      It  is  formed  of  large  heavy  fquare 
pieces  of  timber.     Two  long  ones   at   a  proper  parallel 
diftance  from  each  other  form  the  horizontal  bafe  that  is 
to  reft  on  (he  bed  of  the  river.     Right  over  thefe  are  pla- 
ced two  others  of  limilar  ilze,  rifing  from  toward  theendf 
of  the  horizontal  bafe,   in  fuch  an  angular  direction,   as 
with  their  elevated  ends,  fortified  with  ftrong  iron  points, 
to  pierce  any  veiTei  which  may  fail  againfl  them.     The 
degree  of  elevation  is  fuch,  as  to  give  the    greateft  rtfifl 
ance    with    the     lead  danger   to    the     timbers.       The 
four  main  pieces  are  joined  to  each  other  by  many  fhort- 
er  one?* 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  rules  and  Te- 
as for  the  government  of  the  army,  reported   the 
0  COBflreis  on  June  30th,  were  agreed  to,  and  are 
as  fellows  : 

Whereat 
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Whereas  his  maje^s  mod  faithful  fubje#i  in  thefe 
colonies  are  reduced  to  a  dangerous  and  critical  fituati- 
on,  by  the  attempts  of  the  Britijh  miniftry,  to  carry  in, 
to  execution  by  force  of  arms,  feveral  unconftitutio- 
raland  oppreffive  aft*  of  the  Britijh  parliament  (or  lay* 
ipg  taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the  collection  of  thofe 
taxes,  and  tor  altering  and  changing  the  conftitution  and 
internal  police  of  fome  of  these  colonies,  in  violation  of 
the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  the  colonies. 

And  whereas  hoftilities  have  been  actually  com- 
menced in  Massachusetts -Bay,  by  the  BritiJIi  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General  Gage,  and  the  lives  of 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony  deflroyed  ; 
the  town  of  Boston  not  only  having  been  long  occupied 
by  a  garrifoned  town  in  an  enemies  country,  but  the  in- 
habitants thereof  treated  with  a  feverity  and  cruelty  not 
to  be  juftified  even  towards  declared  enemies. 

And  whereas  large  reinforcements  have   been  order- 
ed   and    are  fcon  expc£ted,  lor  the  declared   purpofe  of 
compelling  the  fe  colon  ids  to  fuomit  to  the  operation  of 
thefe  faid  ads,  which  hath  rendered  it  neceflary,  and  an 
indifpenfible  duty,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  fecuring 
and  defending  thefe  colonies,    and    preferving   them   in 
fafety  againii    all    attempts    to    carry    the  faid  acls  into 
execution,  that  an  armed    force   be  raifed    fufficient  to 
defeat  fuch  hofiile  defigns,  and  prtferve  and  defend    the 
lives,  liberties,  and  immunities  oi  the   colonals ;  for  the 
due  regulating  a*nd  well  ordering  of  which  : 

Refolved,  Thatethe  following  rules  and  orders  be 
attended  to,  and  obfeiVed  by  fuch  forces  as  are  or  ma/ 
hereafter  be  la^.*  foi  the  purpofes  aforefaid* 

Article 
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Article  I.   That  everv  officer  who  fh.i!j   be   retained, 
-and  every  foldier   vho  fhall  ferve  in  Hie  continental    ar- 
my, (lull,  at  the  Hm \  01  his  accetyanre  <>f  his  co  lmiffi- 
6n  or     niilrn  n  ,  fobferibe  thef*  rules  and  regulations. 
And  that  theoffi cers  and  foldier-,  already  of  that  army, 
ihali  alfo?  as  fooa  as    iiay  be,    fubfjribe  the  fa  ne  :  from 
the  time  o'   which  fubfeription  every  officer  and  lbliter 
(hall  be  boun  -I  by  thofe  regulations.     Bu  if  any  of  the 
officers  or  foldier?*,    now  of  the    faid  armv<    do  not  fab- 
fcribe  these  rules  at  1     gul  .ions,   hen  thev   ni'W  be   re- 
tained in  the  laid  army    t     j  ct  to  the  rule*  an  1  regula- 
tions undi    which  they  entered   mo  the  fervice,    or  be 
^charged    trom  the  fervice,  at  the  option  of  the    com- 
mancier  in  chief. 

II.  I-  isearheftry  recommended  to  all  officers  and 
foldiers  'diligently  to  attend  .vine  fervice;  and  ail  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  *ho  ftull  behave  indecently  or  irreve- 
rently at  any  place  of  divine  wuiilisp,  (hall  if  commifli- 
oned  officers,  be  brought  before  a  court-martial,  th  re 
to  be  pubicly  and  leverely  reprimanded  by  the  preii- 
dent  ;  it  non-o>mmiffio::ed  officers  or  foldiers,  every 
perfon  io  offending,  ffiail  for  his  firft  offence  forfeit  one 
fixth  uf  a  doliar,  to  be  deduded  out  of  his  next  pay  ; 
for  the  fecond  offence,  he  fhall  not  only  forfeit  a  like 
fum,  but  be  corfi  eti  :oi  twenty  tour  hours,  and  for  eve- 
ry like  offence,  fhaii  iuffer  and  pay  in  like  manner  ; 
which  money  lb  forfeited  fhail  bv.  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  fi(k  foldiers  ot  the  troop  or  cumpany  to  which  the 
offender  belongs. 

III.  Wnatfoever  non-commiffioned   officer    or  fol- 
dier fhall  ufe  any  profane  oath  01  execration,  fhall  incur 

the 
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the  penalties  expreffed  in  the  foregoing  article  ;  and  if  a 
com m  ffiontd  officer  be  thus  guilty  of  protane  durfi  ig 
or  (wearing,  he  (hall  forfeit  arrtl  fay  for  each  and  every* 
fuch  offence,  the  fum  of  f  ur  ihilhngs  lawful  money. 

IV.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  (hall  behave  h''m- 
felf  wit'»  con  empt  or  difrefpec>  towards  the  general  or* 
generals  or  commanders  in  chief  of  the  continental  for* 
ces,  or  (hill  fpeak  falfe  words,  tending  to  his  or  their 
hurt  or  difhonour,  (hall  be  punifhed,  according  to  the  na- 
fure  of  his  offence,  by  the  judgement  of  a  general  courfc 
martial. 

V.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  begin,  exicite,  caufe 
or  join  in  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  in  the  regiment,  troop, 
or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  regi- 
ment, troop,  or  company  of  the  continental  forces,  either 
by  land  or  (tat  or  in  any  part,  poft,  detachment,  or 
guard,  on  any  pretence  wbaifoever,  (hall  fuffer  fuch 
punifhment  as  by  a  general  court  martiai  (hall  be  or- 
dered. 

VI.  Any  officer,  non-commiffioned  officer,  or  fol- 
dier, who  being  prefent  at  any  mutiny  or  fedition,  does 
not  ufe  his  mmoft  endeavours  to  fupprefs  the  fame,  or 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny  or  intended 
mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give  information  there- 
of to  the  commanding  officer,  fhall  be  punilhed  by  or- 
der  of  a  general  court  martial,  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  offence. 

VII.  Any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  ftrifce  his  fu- 

perior  officer,  or  diaw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or   fhall  lift    up 

any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence  againft  him  being  in 

the  execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence    whatfoever, 

VolI  Qq  or* 
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or  (hall  difobey  any  lawful  commands  of  his  fuperior  of- 
ficer, fhall  fuller  fuch  punifhment  as  fhall  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of 
a  general  court  martial. 

VIII.  Any  non  ccmmiffioned  officer  or  foldier  who 
fhall  defert,  or  without  leave  of  his  commanding  officer 
ahfent  himfelf  from  the  troop  or  company  to  which  ha 
belongs,  or  from  any  detachment  of  the  fame,  (hall,  up- 
on being  convicted  thereof,  be  puni(hed  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence^  at  the  difcretion  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

IX.  Whatfoever  officer  or  foldier  (hall  be  convi&ed 
of  having  advifed  or  perfuaded  any  other  officer  or  fol- 
dier to  defert,  fh ill  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  (hall  be 
ordered  by  the  fentence  or  a  general  court  martial. 

X.  All  officers  of  what  condition  foever,  fhall  have 
power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  diforders, 
though  the  perfons  concerned  mould  belong  to  another 
regiment,  troop,  or  company  ;  and  either  order  officers 
to  be  arretted,  or  non  commiiTioned  officers  or  foldier* 
to  be  con  fined  and  lmprifoned,  till  their  proper  fuperior 
officers  fhall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and  whoever  (hall 
refufe  to  obey  fuch  officer,  (hough  of  an  inferior  rank) 
or  fhall  draw  his  fword  upon  him,  fhali  be  punifhed  at 
the  difcretion  of  a  general  court  martial. 

X  I.  No  officer  of  foldier  fhall  ufe  any  reproachful  or 
provoking  fpeeches  or  geftures  to  another,  nor  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  fend  a  challenge  to  any  perfon  to  fight  a  duel  ; 
Aid  whoever  fhdll  knowingly  and  willingly  fufFer  any 
perfon  whatfoever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  or  fhall 
fecond,  promote  or  carry  any  challenge  (hail  be   deemed 
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a  principal ;  and  whatever  officer  or  Cbldier   mail   up- 
braid another  for  refuting  a  challenge,  (hall  alio  be  con- 
uder«d  as  a  challenger  j  and  all  fuch  off  nders,  in   an/ 
of  thefe  or  fuch  like  cafes,  (hill  be  puaiihei  at  the    dis- 
cretion of  a  general  court  martial. 

XII.  E^ery  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  or  on. 
a  march,  (hall  keep  good  order  ;  and,  to  the  urmoft  of 
his  power,  redrefs  all  fuch  abufes  or  diforders  which  may* 
be  committed  by  any  officer  or  fclJier  under  his  com- 
mand :  if  upon  any  complaint  bei  g  made  to  him, 
of  officers  or  foldiers  beating,  or  otherwife  ill  treating 
any  perfon,  or  of  committing  any  kind  -of.  riot;. :to  the 
disquieting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent  |!  he  the 
faidcommmdei,  who  fhall  refufe  or  omit  to  fee  jullice 
done  on  the  offender  or  offenders  and  reparation  mad# 
to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the  offenders 
wages  fhall  enable  him  or  them,  fhall,  upon  due  proof 
thereof,  be  punifhed  as  ordered  by  a  general  court  mar- 
tial, in  fuch  manner  as  if  he  himfelf  had  committed  th« 
crimes  or  diforders  complained  of. 

XIII.  If  any  officer  mould  think  himfelf  to  b* 
wronged  by  his  colonel  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  and  (hall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him, 
be  refufed  to  be  redreffed,  he  may  complah^<natttf  drum*, 
eral  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental?  forces,  in- 
order  to  obtain  juflice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  exa- 
mine into  faid  complaint,  and  fee  that  j  a  (lice  be  done. 

XIV.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  foldier,  fhall  think 
himfelf  wronged  by  his  captain  or  other  officer  com- 
manding the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  he 
h  to  complain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
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regiment,  who  is  hereby  required  to  fummon  a-  regirafm- 
tal  court  martial,  for  the  doing  juftice  to  the  complain- 
ant ;  from  which  regimental  court  mirtial,  either  party 
ma/,  if  he  thinks  himfelf  dill  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  gen- 
eral court  martial ;  but  if,  upon  a  fecond  hearing,  th# 
appeal  fhall  appear  to  be  vexatious  and  groundlefs,  the 
perfon  fo  appealing  fhall  be  punifhed  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  general  court  martial, 

XV.  Whatsoever  non  com  million  ed  officer  or  fol- 
dier, shall  be  convicted,  at  a  regimental  court-martial,  of 
having  fold,  or  defignedly,  or  through  negleft,  wafted 
the  ammunition,  arms,  or  provifions,  or  other  military 
fiores,  delivered  out  to  him,  to  be  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  this  continent,  shall,  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a 
private  centinel  ;  and  if  a  private  foldier  shall  fuffer  fuch 
punifhment  as  fhall  be  ordered  by  a  regimental  court 
martial. 

XVI.  All  noncommiflloned  officers  and  foldiers, 
who  ftjall  be  found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without 
leave  in  writing  from  tleir  commanding  officer,  fhall 
fuffer  furh  punifhment  as  fhall  be  ilA  &ed  0*1  him  or 
them  by  the  fenrence  of  a  regimental  court  marcial. 

XVII.  No  officer  or  foldier  fhall  lie. out  of  his  quar- 
or  <i~^'  ^V  without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer 

of  the  reguxent,  upon  penalty  of  being  puniflaed  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  a  regimental 
court  martial. 

XVIiI.  Every  non-commiffioned  officer  and  foldier 
fhall  retire  to  his  quarters  or  tent,  at  the  beating  of  the 
retreat;   in  dtiault  of  vvhich,  he  fhall  be    punifhed    ac- 

coiding 
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cording  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  the  com-* 
mandmg  officer* 

XIX.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  fol- 
dier,  fhill  fail  of  jepairing  at  the  time  fixed,  to  the  place 
of  parade  or  exercife,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by 
the  commaodin^  officer;  if  not  prevented  by  ficknefs  or 
forne  other  evident  necessity  ;  or  ill  1  I  go  from  the  faid 
place  of  rendezvous,  or  from  his  guard,  without  leave 
from  his  commanding  rfficer,  before  he  (hall  be  regular* 
ly  difmiffed  or  relieved,  on  penalty  of  being  punifhed 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence 
of  a  regimental  court  martial, 

XX.  Whatfoever  commissioned  officer  (hall  bo 
found  drunk  on  his  guard,  party,  or  duty,  under  arms, 
(hall  be  cafh.ered  for  it;  any  non  commissioned  officer  or 
foldier  fo  offending,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  regimental  court 
martial. 

XXI.  Whatfoever  centinel  shall  be  found  deeping, 
upon  his  poft,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regu- 
larly relieved,  shall  fuffer  fuch  punishment  as  shall  be 
Ordered  by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

XXII.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental 
army,  who  by  difcharging  of  fire  arms,  beating  of  drums, 
or  by  any  other  means  whatfoever,  shall  occafion  falfe 
alarms,  in  camp  or  quarters,  shall  fuffer  fuch  punish- 
ment as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  general 
oiourt  martial. 

XXIII.  Any  officer  or  foldier  who  shall  without  ur- 
gent necessity  orwitnout  leave  of  his    fupeiior   officer, 

quit 
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quit  his  platoon  or  divifion,  shall  be  punished  according 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  fentence  of  a  regi* 
mental  court  martial. 

XXIV.  No  officer  or  foldier  shall  do  violence,  or  of- 
fer any  infult,  or  abu'e,  to  any  person  who  fhall  bring 
provissions,  or  other  neceffaries^  to  the  camp  or  quar- 
ters of  the  ctofltinfntal  army  ;  any  officer  or  foldier  so 
offending,  shall,  upon  complaint  being  made  to  the 
commanding  officer  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  a  regimental  court  martial. 

XXV.  Whatsoever  o^ctr  or  foldier  shall  shamefully 
abandon  any  pofl;  co:n:nitted    to    his    charge,    or    shall 
fpeak  words  inducing  others  to  do  the  like,    in  time  of 
an  engagement,  shall  fufLr  death  immediately. 

XXVI.  Any  perfon  belonging  to  the  continental  ar- 
my, who  shall  make  known  the  watch  word  to  any  per- 
fon who  is  not  intitled  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  rulei 
and  difcipline  of  war,  or  shall  prefume  to  give  a  parole, 
or  watch  word,  different  fiom  what  he  received  shall 
fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  fhall  be  order- 
ed by  the  fentence  of  a  general  court  martial. 

XAV1I.  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  army, 
fhall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammu- 
nition, or  fhall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an  enemy, 
fhall  fuffer  fuch  punifhment  as  by  a  general  court  mar* 
tial  fhall  be  ordered. 

XXVIH  Whofoever  belonging  to  the  continental  ar- 
my, fhal  1  be  convicled  of  holding  correlpondence  with, 
or  of  giving  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  fhall  fuffer  fuch  punishment  as  by  a  general 
«ourt  martial  shall  be  ordered. 

XXIX  All 
% 
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XXIX.  All  public  (lores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp  or 
magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cloath in g, 
or  provifions,  fhall  be  fecured  for  the  ufe  of  the  united 
colonies. 

XXX.  If  any  officer  or  foldier  fhll  leave  his  pott  or 
colours,  in  time  ot  an  engagement,  to  go  in  fearch  of 
plunder,  he  shall  upon  being  convi&ed  thereof  before  a 
general  court  martial,  fuffer  fuch  punishment  as  by  the 
faid  court  martial  shall  be  ordered. 

XXXI*  If  any  commander  of  any  pod,  intrenchment, 
or  fortrefs,  shall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  foldiers 
under  his  command,  to  give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or  to 
abandon  it,  the  commiflioned  officer,  non  commiflioned 
officers  or  foldiers,  who  shall  be  cotivi&ed  of  having  fo 
offended  shall  fuffer  death,  or  fuch  other  punishment  as 

may  be  infixed  upon  them  by  the  fentence  of  a  general 

court  martial. 

XXXII.  All  futtlers  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all 
perfons  whatfoever,  ferving  with  the  continental  army  in 
the  field,  though  not  inlifted  foldiers,  are  to  be  fubje&  to 
the  articles,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  continental  ar- 
my. 

XXXIII.  No  general  court  martial  shall  confill  of  a 
lefs  number  than  thirteen,  none  of  which  shall  be  under 
the  degree  of  a  commiflioned  officer  ;  and  the  prefident 
shall  be  a  field  officer  :  and  the  prefident  of  each  and 
every  court  martial,  whether  general  or  regimental  shall 
have  power  to  adminifler  an  oath  to  every  witnefs,  in 
order  to  the  trial  of  offenders.  And  the  members  of  all 
courts  martial  shall  be  duly  f worn  by  the  prefident,  and 

the 
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the  next  in  rank  on  the  court  martial  ft) all  adminifter  the 
oath  to  the  prefident. 

XXXIV.  The  members,  both  of  general  and  regi- 
mental courts  martial  (hall  when  belonging  to  different 
corps,  take  the  fame  rank  which  they  hold  in  the  aimv  ; 
but  when  courts  martial  fhall  be  comp^fed  of  officers 
of  one  corps,  they  fhall  take  their  ranks  according  to 
their  cormnJIions  by  which  they  are  muftered  in  the 
faid  corps. 

XXXV.  All  the  members  of  a  court  martial,  are  to 
behave  with  calmnefs,  decency,  and  impartiality  ;  and  in 
giving  of  their  votes,  are  to  begin  with  the  youngeft  or 
low-eft  in  com  million. 

XXXVI.  No  fidd  officer  fhall  be  tried  by  any  perfon 
under  the  degree  of  a  captain  ;  nor  fhall  any  proceedings 
or  trials  be  carried  on,  excepting  between  the  hours  of 
eight  in  the  morning,  and  three  in  the  afternoon,  except 
in  caLs  which  require  an  immediate  example, 

XXXVII.  The  commiffioned  officers  of  every  regi- 
ment may,  by  the  appointment  of  their  colonel  or  com- 
manding officer,  hold  regimental  courts-martial  for  the 
enquiring  into  fuch  difputes  or  crminal  matters  as  may 
come  before  them,  and  for  the  inflicting  corporal  punifh- 
ments,for  fmall  offences,  and  fhall  give  judgement  by 
the  majority  of  voices  ;  but  no  fentence  fhall  be  execut- 
ed till  the  commanding  officer  (not  being  a  member  of 
the  court  martial)  (hall  have  confirmed  the  fame, 

XXXVIII.  No  regimental  court  martial  fhall  confifl 
of  lefs  than  five  officers,  excepting  in  cafes  where  that 
number  cannot  b  conveniently  allembled,  when  three 
may  be  fufficient ;  who  are  like  wife  to  determine   upon 

the 
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the  fentencebv  the  majority  of  voices  ;  which  fentencs 
is  to  be  confiimcd  bv  the  commanding  officer,  not  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  court  matfal. 

XXXIX  E  ery  <  fficer,  com  nanding  in  axsy  f  rrfc, 
caflle  or  bairack.  or  elle  -vhere,  where  the  coros  ander 
h\b  command  con (i 'is  of  detach  [Bents  from  different  regi- 
ments. o»  o<  independent  companies,  may  a'femble  courts 
martial,  for  the  trial  of  offen  iers  m  the  fame  manner  .1* 
if  they  were  regimental,  whofe  fentence  is  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted till  it  fhali  be  coaficmed  by  the  faid  commanding 
officer. 

XL.  No  perfon  whatfoever  fhali  ufe  menacing 
words,  figns,  or  geftures  in  the  prefence  of  a  court-mar- 
tial then  fitting,  or  (hall  caufe  any  diforder  or  riot,  fo  as 
to  difturb  their  proceeding,  on  the  penalty  of  being  pun- 
iihed  at  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  court  martial. 

XLI.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to 
juftice  ;  whenever  any  officer  or  foldier  fhali  commit  a 
crime  deferving  punlfhment,  he  fhali  by  his  command- 
ing officer,  if  an  officer  be  put  inarreft;^  if  a  non  com- 
tniflioned  officer  or  foldier,  be  imprifoned  till  he  shall 
be  either  t?ied  by  a  court  martial,  or  fhali  be  lawfully 
difcharged  by  proper  authority. 

XL II.  No  officer  or  foldier  who  shall  be  put  in  ar- 
reft,  or  impnfonrneat,  shall  continue  in  his  confinement 
more  than  eight  days,  or  till  fuch  time  as  a  court  mar- 
tral  can  be  conveniently  affembled. 

XLIII.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provofl 

marshal,  shall  refute  to    receive  or  keep   any   prifonef 

■e-mmitted  to  his  charge,  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the 

continental  forces  j  which  officer  shall  at  the  fame  time 

,  Vol.  I.  Rr  deliver 
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deliver  an  account  in  writing,  fi  jnei  by  himfelf,    of  tht 
crime  with  which  the  faid  prifoner  is  charged, 

XLIV.  No  officer  commanding  a  guar:!,  or  provoft: 
marshal,  sia.ll  prefume  to  releife  any  prifoner  commit- 
ted to  his  charge,  witho  it  nroper  authority  for  fo  doing  ; 
nor  shall  he  fufL-r  any  prifoner  to  efcape  on  the  penalty 
of  being  punched  for  it  by  the  leutence  of  a  general 
court  martial. 

^  LV.  Every  officer  or  provoft  marshal,  to  whofe 
charge  pnfoners  shall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required, 
within  twenty  four  hours  after  fuch  commitment,  or  as 
foon  as  he  shall  be  reieafed  from  his  guard,  to  give  in 
writing  o  the  colonel  of  the  re^i  iierit  to  *vhom  the  pri- 
fontr  belongs  (where  the  prfoner  is  confined  upon  the 
guard  belonging  to  the  faid  regiment,  and  that  his  of- 
fence only  relates  to  the  neglect  of  duty  in  his  own  corps) 
or  to  the  commander  in  chief,  their  names,  their  crimes, 
and  the  names  of  the  officers  who  committed  them,  on 
the  penaltv  of  being  punished  for  his  difobedience  or 
neglect,  at  the  difcietion  of  a  genera!  court  martial* 

ALV1.  And  if  any  otftcer  under  arrefl  shall  leave 
his  confinement  before  he  is  fet  a>  liberty  by  the  oificer 
who  confined  him,  01  by  a  fuperior  power,  he  shall  be 
cashiered  tor  it. 

XLV1I.  Whatsoever  cemm  ffioned  officer  shall  b« 
convicted  before  a  general  com 1  martial,  of  behaving 
in  a  Scandalous,  infamous  manner,  fuch  as  is  unbecoming 
the  chara&er  ot  an  0  fi  :er  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Service* 

XLVlil.  All  oificera,  cona'u&ors,  gunners,  tnatroff. 
«&,  divers,  or  any  other  perfons   wn«ufoever  receiving 

pay 


a.  d.  1775.  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION*      3*3  S 

pay  or  hire,  in  the  fervice  of  the  continental  artillery, shall 
be  governed  by  the  atorefaid  rales  and  articles,  an  1  shall 
be  fubjeft  to  be  tried  by  cour  s  m  -rial,  in  Ike  manner 
wii.h  the  officers  an^i  f  il  diers  ot  the  continental  troops. 
XLiX.  Foi  d.fferences.arifing  amongft  themfcives, 
or  in  matters  relating  (olely  to  their  own  corps,  the 
courts  martial  ma)  be  compofed  of  their  own  o'ficers  ; 
but  where  a  numb?r  fu  ftcient  of  fuch  officers  cannot  be 
affemb-ed,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  eo -ps  arc  lutereft- 
cd,  the  officers  of  artillery  shall  fit  in  courts  martial,  with 
the  officers  of  the  other  corps. 

L.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  diforders  and  ne- 
glects, which  otficers  and  foldiers  ftiay  be  guilty  of,  to 
the  prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  difctpline, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  articles  ot  war,  are  to  be  ta- 
ken cognizance  of  by  a  general  or  regimental  court 
martial,  according  to  the  nature  and  decree  ot  the  offence 
and  be  punilhed  at  their  difcretion. 

LI.  That  no  perfons  fhall  be  fentenced  by  a  court 
martial,  to  fuffcr  death  except  in  the  cafes  expret  ly 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  nor  shall  any  pan- 
ishment  be  inflicted  at  the  difcretion  of  a  court  martial, 
other  than  degrading,  cashiering,  drumming  out  ot  t  le 
army,  whipping  not  exceeding  thirty  nine  lashes,  E  le 
not  exceeding  two  months  pay  of  the  offender  imprifon- 
ment  not  exceeding  one  month. 

Lli.  The  field  otficers  of  each  and  every  regiment 
are  to  appoint  f  jme  fuitable  perfon  belonging  to  fueu  re- 
giment to  receive  aW  Inch  fines  as  ma/  anfe  witnm  the 
fame,  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and 
shall  dire&iue  fame  to  be  careiuiiy  and  properly  applied 

to 


g*4  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  i775, 

to  the  relief  of  fuch  fick,  wounded,  or  neceflitous  foldiers, 
as  belong  to  fuch  regiment  ;  and  fuch  perfon  shall  ac- 
count with  fuch  officer  for  all  fines  received  and  the  ap« 
plication  thereof. 

LI  1 1.  All  members  fitting  in  courts  martial  shall  be 
fworn  by  the  pieGdent  of  faid  courts,  which  prefident 
shall  himfelf  be  fworn  by  the  officer  in  faid  court  next  in 
rank  :  the  oath  to  be  adminiflered  previous  to  their  pro- 
ceeding to  the  trial  of  any  offender,  in  form  following,  viz. 
P  You  A  B.  Swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 
and  impartially  determine  the  caufe  of  the  prifoner  now 
to  be  tried,  acoording  to  the  ruin  fur  regulating  the  conti- 
nental army.     So  help  you  God." 

Li  V.  All  perfons  called  to  give  evidence,  in  any 
cafe,  before  a  court  martial,  who  fhail  relufe  to  give 
evidence,  fhall  be  punilhcd  ior  fuch  refufal   at    the  dii- 

cretion  of  fuch  court  martial  : The  oath  to  be   ad- 

nunifieied  in  the  following  form,  viz. 

«'  You  Jwear  the  evidence  you  Jhcll  give  in  the  cafe 
new  in  htaringjuallbe  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.     So  help  you  God. 

LV.  Jtvery  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop 
or  company,  (hall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  com- 
miflary  ot  the  mu litis,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  af- 
femble  the  regiment,  troop  or  company  under  his  com- 
mand, in  the  i.ext  convenient  place  for  their  being  muf- 
tered. 

LVI.  Every  colonel  or  other  field  officer,  or  officer 
commanding  any  corps,  to  which  theie  is  no  field  officer 
and  actually  rending  iwith  it,    may    give   iuiloughs  to 
son  ccnimiffioncd  officers  and  ioicueors,  in  fuch  numbers, 

and 
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anH  to?  fo  long  a  time  as  hefhall  j  idge  to  be  moft  con- 
fiftent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice  ;  but  no  non  corn- 
miffioned  officer  or  foldier  fhall,  by  leave  of  his  captain, 
or  inerior  officer,  commanding  the  troops  or  company 
(his  fie(d  officer  nof  b  mg  prefent)  beabfent  above  twen- 
ty days  in  fix  months,  nor  shall  more  than  two  private 
men  be  abfent  at  the  lame  time  from  their  troop  or 
company,  excepting  feme  extraordinary  occaGon  fliould 
require  it,  of  which  occafion  the  field  officer  prefent  with 
and  commanding  the  regiment  or  independent  corps,  is 
to  be  judge. 

LVII.  At  every  mufter  the  commanding   officer  of 
each  regiment,  troop,  or  company,    then    prefent,    shall 
give  to  the  commiflary  of  muflers  certificates  figned  by 
himfeli,  fignifying  how  long  fuch  otticers,    non  commif- 
fioned  officers,  and  foldiers,  who  shall  not  appear  at  the 
faid  mufter,  have  been  abfent   and  the  reafon  of  then  ab- 
fence  ;  which  realons,  and  the  time  of  ablence,  shall   be 
inferted  in  the  mufter  rolis,  oppofite    to    the    refpe&ive 
names  of  fuch  abfentees  :  the  faid  certificates    (hall,  to- 
gether with  the  mufter  rolls,  be  by  the    faid    commiflary 
trantmirted  to  the  general,    and  to   this    or    any   future 
Con^refs  of  the  united  colonies  or  committee  appointed 
thereby,  within  twenty  days  next  after  fuch  mutter  being 
taken;  on  failure  whereof,  the  commi fTary  fo  offending, 
shall  be  discharged  irom  the  fervice. 

LVLII.  Every  ofJicerwho  shall  be  convicted  before 
a  geneial  court  maiual,  of  having  figned  a  falfe  certifi- 
cate, relating  to  the  abfence  of  either  officers,  non  com- 
mifiioned  officer,  or  private  foldier,  shall  be   cashiered. 

LIX.  Eve. 
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LI  X.  Every  officer,  who  shall  knowingly  make  a 
falfe  mufler  ot  man  or  borfe,  and  every  ( fficer  or  com- 
miffary  who  shall  willingly  fign,  direct,  or  allow  the 
fignmg  of  the  mufter  rolls  wherein  fucn  falfe  mufier  is 
contained,  shall,  upon  proof  made  theieof,  by  two  wit- 
ntfTes,  before  a  general  court  martial  be  cashiered,  and 
moreover  forfeit  all  fuch  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at 
the  time  of  conviction  for  fuch  offence. 

LX.  Any  comm.lTary  who  shall  be  conviQed  of  hav- 
ing taken  any  gift  or  gratuity  on  the  muftering  any  re- 
giment, troop,  or  company,  or  on  the  figning  the  mufter 
rolls,  shall  be  difpiaced  horn  his  office,  and  ijrieit  hi* 
pay,  as  in  the  preceding  article, 

LXI.  Any  officer;  who  shall  prefume  to  mufter  any 
perfon  as  a  foldier,  who  is  at  o'her  tunes  accuftoned  to 
wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  his  -iuty  as  a 
foldier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  taife 
mufler,  and  shall  fuffer  accordingly. 

LXI  I.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  mke  a 
falfe  return  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American 
forces,  or  to  any  of  his  fupenor  officers  authorized  to 
call  for  fuch  returns,  of  the  Late  of  the  regiment,  troop, 
independent  company  or  garnfon  under  his  command, 
or  of  arms,  ammunition,  cioathing,  or  other  (lores  there- 
unto belonging,  shall,  by  a  court  martial,  be  cashiered. 

LXI  1 1.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment, 
troop,  independent  company  or  garnfon,  in  the  fervice 
aforefaid,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  e-ery  month  remit 
to  the  commander  in  cniel  of  laid  forces  an  exact  return 
of  the  itate  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company, 
•r^infon  under  his  command,  fpecifying  theaame&of 

the 
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the  officers  not  thea  refi  ling  at  their  >  »H:s,  aid  the  rea- 
fon  for,  aid  the  time  of  their  abfence  ;  whoever  shall  be 
convive!  of  having,  through  neglect  or  deGjn,  omitted 
the  fending  fuch  returns,  shall  be  punifhed  according  to 
the  nature  of  his  crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  general  court 
martial. 

LXI V.  No  futtler  (lull  be  permitted  to  fell  any  kind 
of  liquors,  or  vicluals,  or  to  keep  their  houfes  or  mops 
open,  for  the  entertainment  of  foldiers,  after  nine  at 
night,  or  before  the  beating  of  the  reveillies,  or  upon 
Sunday's  during  divine  fervice  or  fermon,  on  the  pen- 
alty of  being  diimiffed  from  all  future  Guttling. 

LXV.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp  or  in 
any  forts,  barracks,  or  garnfons,  are  he.ebv  required  to  fee 
that  the  perfons  peim;  ted  to  futtle  fhall  fup;jly  the  foi- 
dicrs  with  good  and  wbolefome  provifions  at  a  reafon- 
able  price,  as  they  fhail  be  aaf»veiable  for  their  ne- 
glecL 

LXV  I.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  gar- 
rifons,  f< ,rts,  or  barracks,  fhall  either  themfelves  exact  ex- 
orbitant prices  for  houfes  or  Halls  let  out  to  futtlers,  or 
fhall  connive  at  the  hks  exactions  in  others,  nor  Jay  any 
duty  or  irnooGtions  upon,  or  be  interefted  in  the  fale  of 
fuch  victuals,  liquors,  or  other  neceffaries  of  life,  which 
S'g  brought  into  the  camp,  garnfon,  fort,  or  barracks, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dif- 
charged  from  the  fervice. 

LXV  1 1.  That  the  general,  or  commander  in  chief 
for  the  time  being,  ftuii  have  full  power  of  pardoning, 
©r  mitigating  any  of  the  punifhmsnts  ordered  to  be  in- 
jected, for  any  of  the  offences  mentioned  ia  the  forego* 

ing 
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ing  articles  ;  and  every  offender  convicted  as  aforefaid, 
by  any  regimental  court  mirtial,  m^y  be  pardoned,  or 
have  his  punilhrnent  mitigated  by  the  colonel  or  officer 
commanding  the  regiment. 

L  XVI 1 1.  When  any  commiffioned  officer  fhalt 
happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  fervice  of  the  united 
colonies,  the  major  of  the  regiment,  or  the  officer  doing 
the  major's  duty  in  his  abfence,  mill  immediately  fecure 
all  his  effects  or  equipage  then  in  camo  or  q.arters; 
and  fhall  before  the  next  re  ;  menrai  cour  martial,  make 
an  inventory  thereof,  and  forthwith  tranfmit  to  the  of- 
fice of  the  fecretary  of  the  Congfefo,  or  affembly  of  th* 
province  in  which  the  corps  is  Rationed  or  fhall  happen 
to  be  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  fucb  officer  ;  to  the  end 
that  his  executors  may,  atter  payment  ot  his  dtbts  in 
quarters,  and  interment,  receive  the  overplus,  if  any  be« 
to  his  or  their  ufe* 

LXIX.  When  any  non-comm  iffioned  officer  or  pri- 
vate foldier,  (hall  happen  to  die„  or  be  k  lied  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  united  colonies  the  then  commanding  officer 
ofthe  troop  or  company,  fhall  in  the  prefence  of  two  oi 
ther  commi (Tuned  officers,  rake  an  account  of  whatever 
effects  he  dies  peffeiled  of;  and  tranfmit  the  fame,  as  in 
the  cafe  above  provided  lor,  in  order  that  the  fame  may 
be  fecured  for,  and  paid  to  their  refpe&ive  representa- 
tives. 

A  number  of  letters  and  fpeeches  from  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians  weie  laid  betore  the  Congrefs  and  read  : 
-^ — Rifolved,  That  the  committee  tor  Indian  affairs  do 
prepare  proper  taiks  to  the  feveral  tribes  of  Indians   lor 

engag- 
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en^aginj;  the  couti-  thence  of  their  frieidfhip  to  us,  aid 
ncutiaii  y  in  our  prefeat  unnappy  d  if  pate  with  Gk  tf 
Britain. 

On  July  id  Cong-efs,  Refolved,  That  in  cafe  -\ny  a* 
gent  of  the  ministry  (hall  induce  the  Indian  tribes  for 
any  of  them,  to  commit  actual  hofldities  agiinft  thefc 
colonies,  or  to  enter  into  an  offenfive  alliance  with  the 
Bit  ih  troops,  Thereupon  the  colonies  ought  to  avail 
themfe'ves  of  an  alliance  with  fuch  Indian  nations  as 
will  enter  into  the  fame,  to  oppofe  fuch  Bruifli  troops 
and  their  Indian  allies. 

The  city  of  New  York  was  entirely  cleared  on  the 
6  h  of  June  of  the  Brmfh  foldiers  that  were  Rationed  at 
the  barracks.  General  Gage  fent  two  officers  from  Bof» 
ton  to  New  Yj»k,  to  procure  all  the  men  they  could  get 
out  of  velTels  expected  from  Scotland  or  elfewhere,  to 
join  him  as  volunteers  ;  and  witn  orders  to  return  to 
B  »fton  with  all  expedition.  About  fifty  regulars  vent 
on  board  the  AGa  man  of  war  and  (ailed  lor  Bottom 
The  inhabitants  of  New  York  were  relieved  from  the 
apprehenfions  they  were  under,  through  the  expectation 
of  troops  from  Europe.  1  he  fecond  embarkation  from 
Cork,  confiding  ot  four  regiments,  got  fa*e  to  Sa»<dy 
Hook,  foon  atter  the  departure  of  thofe  that  were  a*  I  ie 
barracks ;  they  aifo  received  orders  from  general  Gage  £0 
fail  for  B  jft on. 

Governor  Tryon,  arrived  at  New  Y.  ik<  on  the  24*0, 
June,  from  London*  He  was  in  great  hope  of  findi-  g 
the  province  difuriited  from  the  others.  The  ma)  jr, 
aldermen,  and  commonalty  of  the  city  prefented  him 
with  a  congratulatory  addrefs  on  the  3d  01   July  ;  they 

Vo l,  I.  Si  com* 
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complimented  him  upon  the  rectitude  of  his  former  ad- 
rmniftration,  and  expreffed  their  confidence,  in  the  aid 
of  his  interceflion  with  his  majefty,  for  a  fpeedy  termina- 
tion of  the  hoftile  animofities  of  his  contending  *ubje&s. 
In  his  anfwer  he  confeffed  his  difappointment  at  the 
change  of  affairs  in  the  province  ;  and  ciofed  with  faying, 
"  I  am  acquainted  with  a  difpatch  from  the  eatl  of 
Dartmouth,  that  the  memorial  and  reprefentation  of  the 
general  aiTemhly  of  this  province,  were  unfortunately 
blended  with  expeffions  containing  claims,  which  made 
it  impoiTible  for  parliament,  confident  with  its  juftice  and 
dignity  to  receive  them  :  yet  the  petition  to  the  king 
has  been  prelented  to  his  majefty,  who  was  pleafed  to 
leceive  it  with  the  mod  gracious  expreffions  of  regard  and 
attention  to  the  humble  req  lefts  of  his  faithful  fubje&s 
in  New  York  :  and  I  am  authorized  to  fay,  that  nothing 
can  give  greater  fatisfaftion  to  the  royal  bread,  than  to 
iee  us  again  a  happy  and  united  people." 

A  number  of  the  friends  of  Congrefs,  on  the  fame  day 
the  addrels  was  prefent  d  by  governor  Tryon,  took  from 
Turtle  Bay,  all  the  king's  ftores  of  various  kinds,  and 
carried  them  clear  off. 

General  Washington  arrived  at  Cambridge  on  the 
3d  day  c  f  July,  accompanied  by  general  Lee,  and  a 
number  of  gentlemen.  The  general  on  his  way  to  camp 
was  treated  with  the  higheit  honours  in  every  place 
through  whkh  he  polled.  Large  detachments  of  vo- 
lunteers compefed  of  private  gentlemen  turned  out  to  ef- 
c*  rt  him.  A  ommittee  from  the  Maflachufetts  Congrefs 
repaired  to  Springfield,  about  a  hundred  miles  from 
Button,  and  conducted  him  to  the   army.     On  his  way 

to 
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to  Cambridge,  he  received  an  addrefs  from  the  provincial 

Con^refs  of  New  York,  in  which  they    exqreflfcd   their 

joy  at  his  appointmsnt  ;    a.id   towards    the    conclufian 

faid,  "  we  have  the  fulled  aflurances  that  whenever  thia 

important  contefl  fhall  be  decided  by   that  fondeft  wifh 

ofeach  American  foul,  an  accommodation  with  our  m^ 
ther  country  you  will   cheerfully    rehgn  the    important 

depofit  committed  into  your  hands,  and  re-affame  the 
character  of  our  worthiefl  citizen/'  The  general  after 
cxpreffing  his  gratitude  for  the  regard  (hewn  him,  added, 
Be  affured  that  every  exertion  of  my  worthy  col- 
leagues and  myfelf,  will  be  extended  to  the  re-eftablifh- 
tnent  of  peace  and  harmony  between  the  mother  country 
and  thefe  colonies.  As  to  the  fatal  but  neceflary  opera- 
tionsof  war,  when  we  affumed  the  foldier,  we  did  not  lay 
afide  the  citizen,  and  we  fhall  mod  fincerely  rejoice  with 
you  in  that  happy  hour,  when  the  re-eftabhihment  of  *• 
American  liberty,  on  the  moil  firm  and  iolid  foundad 
ons  shall  enable  us  to  return  to  our  private  ftations,  h 
the  bofom  of  a  free,  peaceful  and  happy    country.  , 

When  general  Washington,    arrived  at    Cambridge   . 
he  was  received  by  the  American  army,  with  the  fincere# 
acclamations  of  joy.     At  the  head  of  his    army  he  pub- 
li(hed  a  declaration,  previously   drawn  up  by  Congrefa, 
in  the  nature  of  a  mamfeflo,  letting  forth  the   reafons  fo% 
taking  up  arms.     In    this,   after  enumerating    various 
grievances  of  the  colonies,  and  vindicating  them  from  a 
premeditated  defign  of  eftablifhing  independent  ilatQs,  it 
was  added,  "  la  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  tfl* 
freedom  which  is  our  birth  right,  and  whicii  w*  ever  ea- 
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joyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it— for  the  proteaion  of 
our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  induftry  of  our 
forefathers  and  ourfelves,  againft  violence  actually  offer- 
ed we  have  taken  up  arms,  we  fhali  lay  them  down 
when  hottilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the  aggreflbrs, 
and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed  fhall  be  removed 
and  not  before." 

The    Massachufetts    Congrefs,    addrelTed    general 
Wafhington  in  the  moll;  affectionate  and  refpedful  man* 
ner.     In  the  beginning  ot  his    anfwer,   he    laid,  gentle- 
men, your  kind   congratulations   off   my   appointment 
and  arrival,  demand  my  warmeft  acknowledgments  and 
will  be  ever  retained  in  grateful  remembrance.      In    ex- 
changing the  enjoyments  of  domeftic  life  for    the  duties 
of  my  prefent  honourable  but  arduous    flation,   I    only 
•mulate  the  virtue  and  public  fpirit   of  the    whole  pro- 
vince of  Mafochufetts  Bay,    which     with    a   firmnef^ 
and  patriotifm  without  example  in  modern  history,  has 
facrificed  all  the  comforts  of  focial  aad   political   life,  in 
fupport  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  welfare  ot  our 
common  country.     My  higheft  ambition  is  to    be  the 
kappy  inflrument  of  vindicating  thofe  rights,  and  to  fee 
this  dtvcled  province  again  refiored  to  peace,  liberty, 
and  fatcty. 

He  At 
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Hi  ad -Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  $d,  1775. 

By  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Efq  Commander  in 
Chiefx  of  the  Furces  oj  the t  United  ^oionies  oj  Jbortk 
America. 

Parole,  Look  out  Counterfign,  Sharp. 

The  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  each  regimene, 
arc  ordered  (to  make  a  return  forthwith)  to  make  two 
returns  of  the  number  of  men  in  their  refpeftive  regi- 
ments, diftinguifhing  fuch  as  are  fick,  wounded  or  ab« 
Tent  on  furlough  :  and  alfo  the  quantity  of  ammunitioa 
each  regiment  now  has. 


Hiad-Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  $dt  1775-8  o'clock 

By  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Efa  (3c. 

It  appearing  by  the  report  of  Henry  Woods,  the  of- 
ficer of  the  main  guard  that  one  William  Alfred,  is 
confined  for  taking  two  horfes  belonging  to  fome  per- 
sons in  Connecticut ;  but  that  he  has  made  fatisfa&io» 
to  the  injured  parties,  who  requeft  that  they  may  not 
be  longer  detained  as  witneffes.  It  is  ordered  that  he  be 
difcbarged,  an  1  after  receiving  a  fevcre  reprimand,  bt 
turned  out  of  the  camp, 

J»  REED,  Secretary. 

Heau- 
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AFTER  ORDERSi 

Head  Quarters,  July  3d,  1775,  4  o'clock,  P.  M# 

jBjj>  his  Excellency  General  Wajliington. 

It  i&  ordered  that  colonel  Glover's  regiment  be  re** 
fly  this  evening  with  all  their  accoutrements,  to  marck 
at  a  minute's  warning  to  fupport:  general  Folfam,  of  the 
New-Hampfhire  forces,  in  cafe  his  lines  mould  be  at» 
tacked.  It  is  alf>  ordered  that  colonel  Prefcott's  regi- 
ment equip  themfelves  to  march  this  evening,  and  take 
poffeflion  of  the  woods  leading  to  Lechmere's  point  $ 
and  in  cafe  of  an  attack  then  colonel  Glover's  ro^imeuj: 
to  march  immediately  to  their  fupport. 

On  the  4th  July  Congrefs  Refolved,  That  the  two 
a6fcs  pafledin  the  firft  fefiion  of  the  prefent  parliament 
the  one  entitled  "  An  a&  to  reftrain  the  trade  and  com* 
merce  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Neii 
Hampshire,  and  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 
and  Providence  Plantation,  in  North  America  to  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  1 Hands  in  the  West 
Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  fnch  provinces  and  colonies 
from  carrying  on  any  fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfound* 
land  or  other  places  therein  mentioned,  under  certain 
conditions  and  limitations."  The  other  entitled  "  A* 
act  to  reftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of 
New.Jerfty,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
South  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  Bri* 
Mjli  Iflands  in  the  fVeJl  Indies,  under  ceitain  condition* 
and  limitations,"  are  unconstitutional,  oppreffive  and 
cruel :  and  that  the  commercial  oppoiittoii  of  thafo  colo* 

um 
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nies,  to  certain  a&s  enumerated  in  the  affociation  of  th« 
laft  Congrefs,  ought  to  be  made  a^aina  thefe,  until  they 
are  repealed* 

Cambudcb,  Head  Quarter*,  July  4th,  1775* 

By  his  Excellency  General  Wajhingtonu 

GENERAL  ORDERS, 

Parole,  Abington,  Counterfign,  Bedford, 

1.  Exa&  returns  to  be  made  by  the  proper  officers 
df  all  the  provi  flans,  ordnance,  ordnaace  (lores,  powder, 
lead,  working  tools  of  all  kinds,  tents,  camp  kettles,  and 
all  other  ftores,  under  their  refpe&ive  care,  belonging  to 
the  armies  of  Roxbury,  and  Cambridge.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  each  regiment  to  make  a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  blankets  wanted  to  complete  every  man  with  one 
at  lead. 

2.  The  hon.  Artemas  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip 
Schuykr,  and  Ifrael  Putnam,  Efquires  ;  are  appointed 
M.;j">r  Generals  of  the  American  army,  and  due  obe- 
dience is  to  be  paid  them  as  fuch.  The  continental 
Congreis  not  having  compleated  the  appointments  of 
the  other  officers  in  faid  army,  nor  had  fufficieat  time  to 
prepare  and  torward  their  commiffions,  every  officer  is 
to  continue  to  do  duty  in  the  rank  and  flatiun  heg  at 
present  holds  until  further  orders. 

3.  Tnom«s  Mifflin,  Efq.  is  a  p  pin  ted  by  the  general, 
«neoi  his  aid^de-  camps — jofeph  Reed,   Itfc^.  is  in  like 

wumm 
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manner  appointed  fecretaryto  the  general,  and  they  ar« 
in   future  to   be  con  fide  red  and  regarded  as   fuch. 

4.  The  continental  Congrefs  having  now  taken  all 

the  troops  of  the  feveral  colonies,  which  have  been  raif- 

cd,  or  which  may  be  hereaftei  raifed  for  the  fupport  and 

defence  of  the  liberties  of  America  into  their    pay   and 

fervice ;    tbey  are  now  <he  troops  of  the  United  Prov'n- 

ces  of  North    America,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  diftinc- 

tion  of  colonies  will  be  laid    afide,   io  that  one  and  the 

fame  fpirit  may  animate  the  whole,  and  the  on!>  contefi 

be,  who  fhall  render,  on  this  great  and  trying  occafion, 

the  moil  eilential  fervice  to  the  great  and  common  caufe 

on  which  we  are  all  engaged* 

5.  It  is  required  and  expected  [that  exa£  discipline 
beobierved,  and  due  fubordination  prevail  through  the 
whole  army,  as  a  failure  in  thefe  moft  eilential  points 
muft  neceflarily  produce  extreme  hazard,  diforder  and 
conlufion,  and  end  in  fhameful  difappointment  and  dif- 
grace. 

6.  The  general  mod  earneftly  requires  and  expects 
a  due  obieivance  ot  thofe  articles  of  war  eftablifhed  tor 
the  governmenc  ot  the  army,  which  forbid  profane  cur- 
ling (wearing  and  drunkenefs.  And  in  like  manner  re* 
quires  and  expects  of  all  officers  and  foldirrs,  not  engag. 
ed  on  actual  duty  a  punctual  attendance  on  Divine  Ser- 
vice, to  implore  the  bi<  flings  ol  Heaven  upon  the  means 
tiled  for  our  laiety  and  defence. 

7. Ail  officers  are  required  and  expected  to  pay  dili- 
gent attention  to  keep  their  men  neat  and  clean — to  vi- 
fit  them  often  at  their  quarters,  and  inculcate  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  cleaulinefs,  as   cffwntial   to  their  health 

and 
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and  fervice.  They  are  particularly  to  fee  that  they  have 
ftraw  to  lav  on  if  to  be  ha  1,  and  to  make  it  known  if 
they  are  deftit-ite  of  this  article.  They  ire  alio  to  take 
care  that  neceiftries  bs  provided  in  the  camps,  and  fre« 
q-^ndy  fille  )  <i  >,  to  orevent  thejrj>eing  offYi&ve  and 
unhealthy.  Proper  notice  will  be  taken  of  fuch  oncers 
ana  len  as  di&inguiQl  themfelves  by  their  attention  to 
jtbei  iry  duties* 

8  The  commanding  officer  of  eacli  regiment,  is  to 
take  particular  care  that  not  more  than  two  man  of  a 
company  be  abfeht  on  furloagh  at  the  fame  time,  un- 
lefs  in  very  extraordinary  cafes. 

9.  Colonel  Gardner,  is  to  be  buried  to  morrow  at 
3  o'clock  P.  M.  with  the  military  honours  due  to  fo 
brave  and  gallant  an  officer,  who  fought,  bled  and  died 
in  the  caufe  of  his  country  and  mankind.  His  own  re- 
giment except  the  company  at  Maiden  to  attend  on  this 
mournful  occafion.  The  plaees  of  thofe  companies  in 
the  lines  on  ProTpecl  Hill,  to  be  fupplied  by  colonel 
Glover's  regiment,  till  the  funeral  is  over. 

10.  No  perfon  is  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  frefh  water1 
pond  a  fifhing,  or  on  any  other  occafion,  as  there  may  be 
danger  of  introducing  the  fmall  pox  into  the    army. 

11.  It  is  tlrictly  required  and  commanded  that  there 
be  no  firing  of  cannon  or  fmall  arms  from  any  of  the 
lines,  or  elfew  here  except  in  cafe  of  neceifary  immediate 
defence,  or  fpecial  order  given  for  that  purpofe. 

12.  All  prifooers  taken,  deferters  coming  in,  perfons 
coming  out  of  Boftcn,  who  can  give  any  intelligence, 
any  captures  of  any  kind  from  the  enemy,  are  to  be  im« 

Vcl.1.  Tt  mediate. 
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mediately  reported  and  brought  up  to  head  quarters  at 
Cambridge. 

13  Capta;n    Grffia   is   appointed  aid  de  camp  to 
general  !>e,  and  to  be  regarded  as   fuch. 

14  The  guard  for  the  fxrurity  of  the  ft  >res  at  Wa- 
teitOivn  is  to  be  encreafed  to  30  men  im  nediately. 

15  AgferjeatitandGK  men  to  befei  js  a  guard  t© 
the  bofoital,  and  are  to  apply  to  d&or  Rand. 

16.  Complaint  having  been  niad-  againfl  John 
White,  quarter  mafter  of  colonel  Nixon's  regi  nent,  tor 
misdemeanors  in  drawing  out  provifions  for  more  mea 
than  the  regiment  cor, lifted  of ;  a  court  martial  confid- 
ing of  one  captain  and  four  fubalterns  is  ordered  to  be 
held  on  faid  White,  who  are  to  enquire,  determine^  and 
report, 

AFTER  ORDERS, 

Head  Quarters.   July  /±th,  1775.    X  o'clock. 

The  general  defires,  that  fome  carpenters  be  immedi- 
ately let  to  work  at  Biattlt's  (tables,  to  fix  up  flails  for 
8  hbrfes,  and  more  if  the  room  will  admit,  with  fuitable 
racks,  mangers,  Sec. 

J   PEED,  Secretary. 

To  Mr*  Htnshaw,  Acfjdt   General. 

Hsa* 
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Head  Quarters   Cambridge  July  rfhs  1775. 

ity  Am  Excelkn  y  General  Washington. 

Parole,  BcJf.rd  Countersign,  Cambrige, 

1.  The  adjitant  of  each  regiment  is  require  i  to  take 
efpecial  care,  th  -  tall  general  orders  are  com  nu'iicaie  1 
as  well  to  ihe  private  men  as  to  the  officers  ;  (hat  t^ere 
may  be  no  plea  of  ignorance — they  ml)  be  deemed  an- 
lwerable  fur  all  the  confeqaences  which  may  follow  a 
neglect  of  this  order. 

a,  A  general  court  manial  is  ordered  to  fet  to  morJ 
row  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  tor  the  trjraj  ot  William  Pit- 
ton,  charged  with  leaving  his  poll;  whde  on  guard.  Da- 
vid Weils,  and  Gideoa  Cole,  for  fl  eping  on  their  polls 
as  cenuneis.  John  Scott  for  infuking  the  centry  and 
attempting  to  pafs  the  guard  at  Ballon,  and  James  F;r- 
fter  for  thefc.  When  the  witneGes  are  to  attend  and  the 
parties  charged  are  to  have  notice  this  ddy  that  they  may 
be  prepared  for  their  tiials. 

3.  The  general  mod  earneflly  recommends  and  re- 
quires of  all  the  tracers  that  they  be  exceeding  deli-  it 
and  Itnct  in  preventing  ail  invafion  of  abule  or  private 
property  in  then  quarters  as  elfe-.vhere—  he  h  ^pes,  and 
indeed  fi.tters  himf  H,  that  every  private  foldier  *  ill  de- 
left and  aohor  fuch  practices,  when  he  coniiders  that  it 
is  for  the  preflrvation  of  his  o  vn  right,  liberty  and  pio- 
perty,  and  thofe  of  his  fellow  countrymen,  that  he  is  now 
called  into  fervice  ;  that  it  is  unmanly  and  fuiiys  the 
dignity  of  the  great  caufe  in  which  we  are  all  engaged,  to 
violate    that  property  he  is  called  to  piote&  and    eipe- 

*uiiy 
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daily  that  it  is  moll  cruel  and  inconfiftent  thus  to  add 
to  the  diftreffes  of  thofe  of  their  countrymen  who  are 
fuffering  under  the  iron  hand  of  oppreffion. 

4.  The  general  again  urges  a  fpeedy  and  exa&  re- 
turn of  the  forces,  (lores,  provifions,  Sec-  as  defired  in  the 
orders  already  lflued,  and  for  the  future  thefe  returns  to 
be  made  once  a  wtek  on  Saturday  morning  regularly. 
The  general  is  much  pleafed  with  the  expedition  and 
care  which  fome  officers  have  already  {hewn  in  their  obe« 
dience  to  this  order. 

5.  The  colonel  or  commanding^  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment, is  to  direct  an  officer  of  each  company  to  call 
over  the  rolls  of  their  men  at  fix  o'clock  every  morning, 
and  to  make  proper  inquiry  alter  the  abfentees. 


After  orders  4  o'clock..     To   the  Adjudi.  General. 

SIR, 

His  excellency  the  general  direcls  you  would  fend 
feme  careful  perfon  to  Reading,  and  bring  with  him 
frcm  thence  one  Ingerfield  a  ptrfon  who  came  out  of 
Boil  on  yeilerday  :  In  this  puipofe  you  can  make  ufe  of 
two  of  the  horfes,  brought  in  from  the  enemy  yefterdajj, 
and  now  at  Brattle's  liable  or  pafiure. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervt, 

JOS:   REED* 

July  4th,  4  o'cock  P.  M. 

Head- 
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Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  6th,  1775; 
Parole,  Cumberland,  Count erji.gnt  Derby,  ' 

1.  A  general  court  martial,  is  ordered  to  fi:  to  mor* 
row  at  10  o'clock  A.  M  for  the  trial  of  John  Semore, 
John  Bitchelor,  and  William  Croftin,  all  of  colonel 
Gndly's  regiment,  charged  with  dcfertion  and  theft* 
At  the  fame  time  they  are  to  hear  and  determine  the 
cafe  of  Edward  Dunley  a  ftroiler  accufed  oi  theft.  No- 
tice to  be  given  to  the  prifooers  to  day. 

2.  Captain  Leonard  of  col.  Wuodbiidge's  regiment, 
and  the  remainder  of  his  company,  are  ordered  to  join 
the  guard  at  Watertown. 

3.  The  cloathing  provided  by  the  MafTachufetts 
committee  of  fuppiies,  tor  thofe  men  oi  their  government, 
who  loft  their  cloathes  in  the  late  action  on  Bunker's  Hill 
to  be  diftnbuted  to  the  mod  needy  and  neceiTitous  men 
of  e?ch  regiment,  and  an  account  to  be  kept  thereof  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment. 

On  July  6th,  The  Continental  Congrcfs,  agreed  to  the 
following  declaration,  viz. 

A  Declaration  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  Colo* 
mes  of  North  America,  now  met  in  Covgrefs  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, Jetting  Jorth  the  cauj k%  and  necejjity  of  their 
taking  up  at  ms. 

If  it  was  poflible  for  men,  who   exercife  their  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  Divine  Author  of  our  exigence  intend- 
ed 
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cd  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  proper- 
ty in,  and  an  unbounded  po^er    over    others,   marked 
out  by  his  infi  iite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the   obje&s 
of  a  legal  dom  nation  never  rightfully   refiftuble,  how- 
ever fevere  and  opprefsive,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe   co- 
lonies might   at  lead    require    from   the   parliament    of 
Great  Britain  fome  evidence,  thit  this  dreadful  authori- 
ty  over  them  has  been   granted    to  that  body.     But   * 
reverence  for  our  great  creator,  principles  of  humanity, 
and  the  dictates  of  common   fenfc,    mud   convince  all 
thofe  who  refl  ft  upon  the  fa*»je£t,  that  government  was 
inftituted  to  promote  the  welf  ire  of  mankind,  and  ought 
to  be  adminiftcred  f  :r  the  attainment  of  that  end.     Ti« 
legislature  of  Great  B^tain,  however,    ftimulated  by  an 
inordinate  paflion  for  a  power  not  only  w  jufi  fiable   but 
which  they  know  to  be    peculiarly    reprobated   by    the 
Very  conftkution  of  tha^  kingdom,  and    defperare  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  any  mode  of   Coated,   where  regard    in  mid    be 
had  to  truth,  law,    or   right,  have  at    length,    deferting 
thefe,  attempted  to  effect  ll.ar  cruel  and  impolitic  pur- 
pofe  of  enslaving  thefe  colonies  by  Violence,    arid    have 
thereby  rendered  it  neceftary  for  us  to  dole    with  their 
laft  appeal  from  reafen  10  aims.     Yet,  however  blinded 
that   aflembly  may   be,  b)  tiu-ir  intemperate  rage  for  un- 
limited domination,  fo  to  s^ght  jufhee  and  the  opinion 
of  mankind,  we  efteem  ouifelves  bound   by    obligations 
of  respeel  to  the  rtfi  oi  the  world,  to   make  kiiown  the 
jufticeof  our  caufe. 

Our  Forefathers,  ii  habitants  of  the  Island  of  *  Great 
Britain,  kit  their  native  land,  to  fcek  on  tnde  mores  a 
icfiderice  for  civil  and  ulifciciu    heedorn.     At   the   ex- 

pence 


pence  of  their  bio  vl,  atthehiznj   i  ti?ir  fortunes,  with- 
out the  !-i  i  charge  to  the   cnvry    from    which      they 
rem  j ved  by  u  lceafia  »    laS-»ir   auJ   an    uicouqaerabla 
f  siiit,  they  aTectei  iettls.n^nts  ia  the  didant  and  iah>f- 
pirable  wilds  of  America  then  fil'el  wuh  nu  nanus  ail 
Warlike  nations  of  barbarians.      Societies  or  gover  nentst 
veiled  with  perfeQ;  le^illttures,  were  formed  under    char-. 
ters  tromthe  crown,  and  an  harm^niois  intercourfe   wis 
eftabliQied  between  the  colonies  ani  tha   kingdom    fr  jrn 
which  they  derived  th^ir  origin.     Tne  mutual    benefit! 
of  this  union  become  in  a  fh  art  time  fo  extraordinary  as 
to  excite  afl  mi  (foment.      It  is  univerfiliy  confeffed    that 
the  amazing  increafe  oi  the  weakh,  flrength,  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  realm,  arofe  from  tins  i\<urce  ;  and  the  mintf. 
ter,  who  fo  wifely  a  A  fuccefe  fully  directed  themeafures 
of  Great  Brifain  in  the  late  war,   publicly    declare 3,  that 
tbeitt  colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over  her  enemies. 
Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war,   it   pleafed  cur    fo- 
vereign  to  make  a  change  in    his  counfels.      F.om    that 
fa'al  moment  the  affairs  of  the  Rniifh  empire    began    to 
fal    into  con<u lion,  and  graduall)  -finding  from  the   fum- 
xmt  ot  glorious  profpenry  to  which  they  had  been    ad« 
var  ced  bv  the  vutues  and  abilities  of  one   man,   a^    at 
length    diiladed  by  the  convulhons,  that    now   fhake  it 
to  its  deepefi  foundations.      The  new  miniflry    finding 
the     brave    foes    of     Britain,     though    frequently    de- 
feated, vet  fid  I  contending,  tock  up  the  unfortunate  idea 
of  granting  them  anally  peace,  and    of  then    fubdaing 
feer  faithful  friends, 

Theft 
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Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch    a 
Rate,  as  to  prefent  viB:  jri*s  without  blood  died,    and    all 
the  eafy  emoluments  of  a   ftatuteable   plunder.       The 
uninterruoted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  refpectuil  be- 
havior  from  the  be-inning  of  colonization,    their    dutiful 
zealous,  and  ufeful  fervices  during  the   war,  though    fo 
recently  and  amolv  acknowledged  in  the  moft  honoura- 
ble manner  by  his  majefly,  by    the    late    king,    and  by 
parliament,  could  not  fave  them  from  the   meditated   in- 
novations.     Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt  the  per- 
nicious project,  and  aflaming  a  new  power   over  them, 
havein  the  courfe  of  eleven  years  given  fuch    decifive 
fpecimens  ot  the  fpirit  and  confequences    attending  thi* 
power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt   concerning    the  efFc&s    of 
acquiefcence  under  it.     They  have  undertaken    to  give 
and  grant  our  money  without  our  con fe tit,   though    we 
■have  ever  exercifed  an  exclufive  right  to  difpofe  of  our 
own  property  ;  ftatutes  have  been  paffed  lor  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice  Admiralty 
beyond  their  ancient  limits  ;  for  depriving  us  of  the  ac- 
cuftomed    and  inefti triable  privilege    of  trial   by  jury  in 
cafes  affe cling  both  life  and    property:    for  fufpending 
the  legislature  of  one  of  the  colonies :  for  interdicting  all 
commerce  to  the  capital  of  another  :  and  for  altering  fun- 
damentally the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  by  char- 
ter,  and  fecured  by  acts  of  its  own   legislature    folemnly 
confirmed   by  the  crown  ;    for   exempting  the    •'  mur- 
derers" of  colonics  from  legal  trial,   and   in  efleel,  from 
punilhment ;  for  erecting  in    a* neighbouring   province, 
acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  America, 
a  defpotifm  dangerous  to  our   very  exigence;   and  for 

quartering 
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quartering  foolers  uo^n  the  c>l:>ii»ts  in  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  It  his  alfg  bsen  refilled  in  parlNimeat, 
that  colonists  charged  wkh  c  Hnraitting  cerfiin  offences, 
(hail  je  ti  infported,  to  England  to  b?  tried. 

But  why  ihould  we  en  nine  rate  our  injuries  in  derail? 
By  une  H.atute  it  is  d:dare  J,  that  pariia  nent  can  M  of 
right  make.  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  Cif^s  whatfjeve: ." 
What  iv  to  defend  us  again  ft  Co  enormous,  h  unlimited 
a  power  ?  Nora  fiagle  .nan  oi  .iiofe  who  iffume  it,  is 
chofen  by  us ;  or  is  fubject  to  our  controul  or  influ- 
ence ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  are  all  oi  them  exempt 
from  the  operation  oi  fuch  laws,  and  an  American  reven- 
ue, if  not  diverted  from  the  oftenuble  purpofes  for  which 
it  is  raifed,  would  actually  lighten  their  own  burdens  in 
proportion,  as  they  increale  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery 
to  which  fuch  defpotifm  could  reduce  us.  We  for  ten 
years  incell  mtly  and  ineffectually  betieged  the  throne 
as  fupplicants  ;  we  realoned,  we  reinonltrated  with  par- 
liament in  the  moil  mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminidration  feiifiole  that  we  (hould  regard  thefe 
oppreifive  mealures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over 
fleets  and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of 
the  Americans  was  roofed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  thein« 
dignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people. 
A  Congrefs  of  delegates  Irom  the  united  colonies  was 
affembled  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  fifth  day  of  lad  Sep- 
tember. We  refolved  again  to  offer  an  humble  and  du- 
tiful petition  to  the  king,  and  a! lb  addreifed  our  tel  ow 
fubjecb  oi  Great  Britain. .  We  have  purfued  every  tem- 
perate, every  refpe&ful  meafuie;  we  have  even  proceed- 
ed to  break  off  our    commercial    intercourfe    with   our 

Vol,  I  Uu  fellow 


S4S  TTTE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.  D.1775. 

fellow  fubje&s,  as  the  Uft  peaceable  admonition,  that 
our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth  fh>uH  fupplant  , 
our  attar!:  ment  to  liberty. —  T  us,  we  fl  »tt  re  1  ouriel  es, 
was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the  controvert  :  but  fubfe- 
quent  events  have  feewn,  h:>w  vain  was  this  hope  of 
finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  thteatniug  expreifions  against    the    colonies 
were  inferred  i.»  h  s  mijvl/s  fpe^ch  ;  our   petition,  tho* 
we  were  told  it  was  a  decent  on*%    a./d  that    his  majefty 
b^d  been  pleafed  to  receive  ugrajiouly,  and  to  pro  mi  fe 
laying  it  before  his  pail  lament,  was  huddled    into    both 
hcufes  among  a  bundh  ot  Amtriran  papers,    and   there 
neglecied.  The  lurds  an  J  Commons  in  their   addrefs,    ia 
the  month  oj  Fcbruaiy,  (aid  that  Si  a  rebellion  at  that  time 
actually  exilled    within  the    province  of    Maifachufetts- 
Bay  ;  and  ihdt  thole  concerned  in  it  had  been  countenanc- 
ed and  encoutd^ed  by  unlaw iui  combinations  and  engage- 
ments, entered  into  by  his  piajelty's   fubjects  in    feveral 
of  the  other  cojonies ;  and  theie.  ore  they  be  fought  his  ma- 
jeity,  that  Ue  would  take  the  muft  effectual   meafures  to 
inforce  due  obe  oiei.ee  to  the  la*  s  and   authority  of  the 
fupreme  iegiQature  "     Soon  aher,  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  vvh  ie  colonies,    with    foreign    countries,    and 
with  each  other,  w.:s  qui      ff  ly    an  a&  ot    parliament; 
by  another   feveral  Oi  tn^rn  wti,  inurely  prohibited  from 
the  hfh.fi k.s  in  toe  leas  near  thetr  cpafts,   on   which    they 
always  depended  !o*  then  futte nance  ;  and  large    re-in« 
forcements  ot  flbups  and  aoops  were  immediately   fent  o- 
ver  to  -eneia;  C^a^e. 

Fjuuiefc  weie  d;l  the  entreaties,  arguments,  and  elo- 
quence 01  an  iJUtt&ut>Ui   banq  oi   n,e  moil  duunguifhed 

peers 
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peers,  and  commoners,  who  nobly  and  (Irena'uisly  affisrt* 
ed  the  jifttce  of  our  ca  ife,  to  (liv,  or  even    to    miu^re 
the  hee.llefs    fury    wah  which   thrfe   accumulated  aad 
unexampled  outrage*  were  hurne  =  on       Equally  truit- 
lefs  was  the  interference  ol  the  cvy  of  L  nd  >n,  or   B.s- 
tol,  and  manv  other    refpectable    to  was   ;n   our   ravour. 
Parliament  a  dopre  1  an  mi]  ]  ous    mi-  oe   vre  calcula  ^d 
to  divide  us,  to  f  ftabhfh  a  perpetual    auction  of    Taxa- 
tions where  colony    fhoul  i    bid    a  ainft    colony,  all    of 
them  uninformed  what  r  uif  >m  would  redeem  their  lives ; 
and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the  point  or   the   bayonet, 
the  unknown  (urns  tha    fh  >uld  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if 
poffible  to  gratify,  mimftariaJ  rapacity,  wilh  the   milera- 
ble  indulgence  left  to  us  i  f  rnfiog,  in    our   own    mode, 
the  prefcribed  tribute.      Wliat  terms  more  rigid  and  hu- 
miliating   could     have     been    dictated    by    remorfelefs 
victors  to  conquered  enemies  ?     In  our  circumftances  to 
accept  them,  would  be  fcd  deferve  th;m. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceedings  arriv- 
ed on  this  continent,  general  Gage;  whom  the  couife  of 
the  LA;  yeai  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  town  of  B  >lton, 
in  the  province  of  Maflacftufetts  Bay,  and  [till  occupi- 
ed it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  19  h  day  of  April'  fent  out 
from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  aruiv,  who 
male  an  unprov  k  d  affauit  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fasd  province,  at  the  town  ol  Lexington,  as  appears  by 
the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  o  perfons,  fume  of  whom 
were  officers  and  fojfdiers  of  that  detachment,  murdered 
ei^ht  or  the  inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  others. 
From  thence  the  troops  proceeded  in   warlike   airay   to 

the 
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the  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  par- 
ty of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral 
and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to    retreat   by   the 
country  people  fuddenly  aiTembled  to   repel    this    cruel 
aggreflion.      Hoflili  ies,  thus  commenced  by  the  Britifh 
troops,  have  been  fince  profecute  I  by  them  without  re- 
gard to  faith  or  reputation*     The  inhabitants  o1  Boftoa 
being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  general  their  go- 
vernor,  and  having,  in  order  to  procure  their  difrniffion, 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  him,  it  was  Itipulated  that  the 
faid  inhabitants  having  depoilted  their  arms   with    their 
own  magistrates,  mould  have  liberty  to   depart,    taking 
Vrith  them  their  other  effecls.    They  accordingly  deliver- 
ed up  their  arms,  but  in  open  violation  of   honour,    in 
defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which  even   favage 
nations  efleemed  facred,  the  governor  ordered  the  arms 
depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be   preferved    for 
their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of  foldiers  ;  detain- 
ed the  greater!  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town,    and 
compelled  the  few  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave 
their  mofi  valuable  effects  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feperated  from  their  hus- 
bands, children  h om  their  parents,  the  aged  and  the  fick 
from  their  relations  and  friends,  who  wifh  to  attend 
and  ccmfcrt  them ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to 
live  in  plenty  and  even  elegance,  are  reduced  to  deplo- 
rable diftrefs. 

The  gereraj,  further  emulating  his  minifterial  maf- 
ters,  by  a  prcckmaiion  bearing  date  on  the  12'h  day  of 
June,  after  venting  the  grcfleft  falsehoods  and   calum- 

nies 
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nies  a^ainft  the  good  people  of  thefe  colonies,  proceeds 
to  **  declare  them  all,  either  by  name  or  description,  to 
be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fup;  rfede  the  courfe  of  the  com- 
mon law,  and  inftead  thereof  to  publifh  and  order  the  ufe 
and  exercifeot  the  law  martial. "  His  troops  have  butch- 
execj  our  country  men,  have  wantonly  burnt  Charlel- 
town,  beGdes  a  confi  ierable  number  of  houfes  in  other 
places^  our  (hips  and  veflels  are  feized  ;  the  neceffary 
fupplies  of  provifions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is  exert- 
ing his  utmoit  power  to  fpread  defhutlion  and  devefta- 
tion  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  general 
Carieton,  the  governor  of  Canada,  is  iniligating  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  and  the  Indians  to  fall  upon  us  ;  and 
we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite  domeftic  enemies 
againft  us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feel, 
and  all  of  them  are  fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  ven- 
geance of  adminifiration  can  rnflicl  them,  the  compli- 
cated calamities  of  fire,  fword  and  tamine.  We  are  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  choofing  an  unconditional 
fubmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  re- 
fiftence  by  force. — The  latter  is  our  choice.— We  have 
counied  the  cod  of  this  confceft,  and  find  nothing  fo 
dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery. —  Honour,  juftice,  and  hu- 
manity, forbid  us  tamely  to  fui render  that  freedom 
which  we  received  from  our  gallant  anceftors,  and 
which  our  innocent  posterity  have  a  right  to  receive 
from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  re- 
signing fucceeding generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which 

inevitably 
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inevitably  avaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bon- 
dage upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  j  ft  Our  union  is  perfeft.  Our  in- 
ternal relources  are  ^reat,  and,  it  nectlTary  foreiga  aflift- 
ance  is  undoubtedly  attainable. — We  ^rate  ally  ark  iow- 
ledge,  as  fignal  n fiances  ot  the  divine  favour  towards 
us,  that  his  providence  ivoul  1  not  peimit  us  to  be  call- 
ed in  o  this  fev^  re  c  m  r-jverfy.  until  we  were  grown  up 
to  our  prefen  length,  had  been  previously  exercifed  in 
warike  operation,  and  p  iT  fled  of  the  means  of  defend- 
ing ourfelves.  With  hears  fortified  with  tSefe  animat- 
ing refbSionSt  we  mod  fo  emnlv,  before  God  and  the 
world,  dec'arc  tha  exciting  the  u^moft  en  r^y  of  thofe 
pOAers,  which  xrai  beneficent  creator  hath  g  aciously 
bellowed  upon  us,  the  arms  we  have  b-en  compelled  by 
our  enemies  to  aiium^,  we  will,  in  dtfiu;ce  of  every  ha- 
zard, with  unabating  firmnefs  and  pei  fev ereu«:e,  employ 
for  theprefervation  of  our  liberties  ;  being  with  jne  mind 
leiolved  to  die  freemen  rather  th-n  to   live  (laves. 

Left  this  declaration  mould  difquiet  the  minds  of 
©ur  friends  and  fellow  fubjecTts  in  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire, we  allure  them,  that  we  mean  not  to  diffolve  that 
union  which  had  folong  and  fo  happily  fubhtled  bet- 
ween us,  and  which  we  fincerely  wifh'ro  fee  rcftored.— 
neceffky  h  s  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  defperate  mea- 
fure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  a- 
gainft  them.  We  have  not  raifed  armies  with  ambiti- 
ous defigns  of  leparating  from  Great  Britain*  and  efta- 
blifhing  independent  Hates.     We  fi^ht  not  for  glory  or 

for 
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forcoijaj^.  We  exhibit  Co  n  ik  id  the  remirki'-le 
fpe6ticle  of  a  peop'e  attacks!  by  tinpfbvok  ui'  ene  mes, 
wun.»ut  any'impauion  or  evea  fufpicion  o(  orLin^e. 
They  boall  ot  their  privileges  aid  civilization,  and  yet 
profit  no  mi!  ler  conditions  than  fcrvitude  or  death. 

In  our  o  vn  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom 
that  is  our  birth  right,  and  which  we  evere  ij  >vei  till  the 
late  violation  of  it -for  the  protection  of  our  proper- 
ty, a.' quired  fjlely  by  the  honeft  mJuftiy  of  oar  fore- 
fathers an -1  ourfelves,  againft  violence  actually  offered 
we  na^e  t  ken  up  arns.  We  Pniil  lay  ttiem  down  when 
hoit.iities  fh  Jl  ce^f.*  on  the  part  of  the  aggreffors,  and  all 
danger  ot  their  being  renewed  (hall  be  removed,  and  not 
belore. 

With  an  humMe  cor  fiance  in  the  mere'es  of  the 
fu  reme  and  imparts!  jac|£e  arid  ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
We  moll  devoutly  im  3  ore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  pro- 
tect us  hap  i  !v  thr  ju4h  this  gre^t  co  ,fl  *,to  difpofe  our 
adverfaries  to  reconcd  ,n«o  i  on  reafonable  terms,  and 
thereby  to  relieve  the  empire  i;  dm  the  calamiues  ol  civil 


war. 


Ongrefs  ifi^  fame  day,  refolded  upon  a  letter  of 
thanks  o  the  J  »r  J  mayor,  alderman,  and  livery  of  the 
cuv  o  L  ndon  for  tfiteir  virtuous  and  fpirited  oppofi. 
tion  to  (heopp  efuve  and  ruinous  fyftem  of  colony  ad- 
rnmiu^uoaaa,pted  by  the  Brxtifh  mi^str/. 


QKNEP.AL 
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GENERAL  ORDERS: 

Cambridge,  Head-Ou arters.  July  jtht  1775, 

By  his  Excellency  General  Waffiington. 

Parole,  Dorchejler,  Counter Jlgn,  Exeter. 

1.  It  is  with  inexprefrible  concern  that  the    general 
upon  his  firft  arrival  in  the  arm/,  (hould  find  an  officer 
fentenced  by  a  general  court  mattial,  to  be  cafhiered  for 
cowardice         a  crime  of  all    others  the  moft   infamous 
in  a  foldier,  the  moil  injurious  to  an  army,  and  the  Uft 
to  be  forgiven  ;  in  as  much  as  it  may  and  often  does  hap- 
pen, that  the  cowardice  of  a  fingle  officer,    may    prove 
the  deftruction  of  the  whole  army.     The  general  there- 
fore tho"with  great  concern  (and  more  especially  as  the 
tranfaction  happened  before  he  had  the  command  of  the 
troops)  thinks  himfelf  obliged  lor   the  good  of  the  fer- 
vice  to  approve  the  judgment  of  the  court  martial    with 
refpect  to  captain  John  Callender,  who  is    hereby    fen- 
tenced to  be  calhiered.       Capt.    John    Caiiendcr,  is  ac- 
cordingly cafhiered,  and  dif  miffed  from   ail   farther  fer- 
vice  in  the  continental  army  as  an  officer. 

The  geneial  having  made  all  due  inquiries  and  ma- 
turely conudered  this  matter  is  led  to  the  above  determi- 
nation, not  only  from  the  particular  guilt  of  capt.  Cal- 
lender, but  the  fatal  confluences  ol  luch  conduct  to  the 
army  and  to  the  caufe  ot  America.  He  now  therefore 
molt  earneftly  exhorts  oflicers  of  all  ranks  to  (hew  an  ex- 
ample of  bravery  and  courage  to  their  men ;  alluring  them 

that 
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that  fuch  as  do  their  duty  'in  the  day  of  battle  as  brave 
and  jjood  officers,  (hall  be  honoured  with  every  mark 
of  diflinclion  and  regard,  the  r  names  and  merits  mads 
known  to  tru  general  Congiefs,  and  all  America,  whilo 
on  the  other  hani  he  pofitively  declares  that  every  offi- 
cer, be  his  rank  what  it  may  who  fh  ill  betray  his  coun- 
try, difhonour  the  army  and  his  general;  by  b.fely  keep- 
ing b*ck  and  fhrinktng  from  his  dii  y  in  any  engage  nent 

fliall  be  hel  J  up  as  an  infamous  coward  and  pumfhed 

as  fuch  vith  the  utmoft  martial  f^verity  ;  and  no  coa- 
neftions,  intereft  or  intercom  ms  in  his  behalf  will  avail 
to  prevent  the  drifted  execution  o  juftice. 

2.  Cap^.  Scott's,  and  capt.  Stylet's  companies  from 
New  Ham)  fhire,  are  to  be  incorporated,  or  added  to 
colonel  Sergeants  legiment,  agreeable  to  the  application 
made  for  that  purpofe. 

3.  No  efficeror  foldier  potted  in  the  lines  for  the 
defence  of  them,  on  Profpect  Hill,  or  Winter  Hill  of 
elfewhere,  are  upon  any  account  to  fl _ep  out  of  their  in- 
campment,  or  leave  it  at  night.  The  troops  raited  in 
New  Hampfhire,  are  particularly  required  to  attend  to 
this  order,  from  their  particular  chcumftances  of  fitua- 
tion. 

4.  No  foldier  belonging  to  thefe  pofts  or  elfewhere* 
to  be  fuffcied  to  ftraggle  at  a  diftance  from  their  refpec- 
tive  parade,  on  any  pretence,  without  leave  from  his  of* 
ficers.  As  an  unguarded  hour  may  prove  fatal  to  the 
whole  army,  and  to  the  noble  caufe  m  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. The  importance  of  which  to  every  man  of  com- 
mon underQanding  mufl  infpire  c\Qry  good    officer  and 

V-jl.  I.  Wvy  foldier 
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foldier,  with  the  nobleft  ardour    and  ftri&eft  attention 
leaft  he  mould  prove  the  fatal  infttument  otour  ruin. 

5.  The  adjutant  general,  is  required  to  make  a  return 
as  quick  as  pcfTible  of  the  troops  in  Cambridge,  their 
number  and  fhe  duty  tbet   do. 

6.  Complaints  having  been  made  with  refpedr.  to  the 
bread,  as  being  four  and  unwholdoroe,  the  quaiter  maf- 
ter  general  is  hereby  direclf  d  to  enquire  into  ihe  master 
and  report  upon  it — at  the  frme  »ime  to  inform  the  ba. 
kers,  that  if  any  more  co  np] aints  are  made  and  they 
lhall  be  found  juft,  they  will  be  mod  feverely  pun- 
ifhed. 

7.  The  guards  on  tl.e  reacts  leading  to  Barker's  Hill, 
are  ordered  not  to  fi.frVr  an)  perfcn  to  pais  them  unlefs 
an  officer  us  fent  down  from  the  lines  to  oider  it  or  they 

will  be  feverely  punfned. 

8.  The  general  has  great  reafon,  and  is  highly  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  negligence  and  inattention  of  thofe  of- 
fleers,  who  have  placed  as  Gentries  at  the  out  polls,  men 
with  whole  characters  they  are  not  acquainted.  He 
therefore  crders  that  for  the  future  no  man  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed to  thofe  important  fiaticns,  who  is  not  a  native 
ot  this  country,  or  ha?  a  wife  or  family  in  it,  to  whom 
he  is  known  to  bearracheri  ;  this  order  is  to  be  coniider- 
cd  as  a  Handing  one,  at.d  tne  officers  are  to  pay  obedi- 
ence to  it  at  their  pern. 

9.  A  complaint  of  the  moft-  extraordinary  kind, 
having  been  made  to  the  general,  that  ioldiers  inhfted 
in  one  regiment,  have  b  en  feduced  to  re-in  lift*  into  o- 
thers,  by  agents  employ  ed  .or  thai  purpofe,  under  the 
fpecious  prompts  ot  u*uney,  or  leave  of  abfence  from  the 

army 
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army,  a  procedure  fo  fubv-rfive  of  all  ->Her,  difcipline, 
and  of  the  verv  exiflsnce  ot  the  aT<ny  cannot  be  forgiv- 
en— the  fln&efl  orders  are  therefore  give  i  agaiuft  fucfi 
pra&ices,  and  th  general  m  >(i  earneftly  declares,  that 
if  any  agent  or  foldier  fhatl  hereafter  be  found  fo  offend- 
ing, he  will  pun  (h  them  with  the  utmoft  legerity. 

10.  A  general  court  martial  having  fit  upon  Willi- 
am Patten,  and  reported  that  no  evidence  appeared  a- 
gainft  him  to  fupport  the  charge,  the  general  deters  his 
decifion  upon  the  report  until  farther  consideration. 
Jn  the  mean  tine  the  adjutant  general  is  ordered  to 
wait  on  colonel  Ward,  by  whom  theprifoner  was  con- 
fined, and  le^rn  from  him  upon  whofe  complaint,  and 
what  witnefles  there  are  to  fupport  it* 

11.  A  regimental  court  martial  is  ordered  to  fet  to 
morrow  10  o'clock  on  Samuel  Baitlen  of  the  company 
late  capt.  Callen  ler's  and  colonel  Gndley's  regiment, 
confined  for  abuuve  behaviour. 

12.  A  general  court  martial  "to  fit    to    morrow  10 

o'clock  A    M.for  the  trial    ot  Thomas  D  miely  charged 

with  dealing-— each   of  the    above  pri  loners    to   have 

notice  to  day  and  the  witueifes  in  like  manner  ordered 

tcattend. 

13-  in  order  that  all  the  Gck  aud  wounded  in  the 
army  may  be  provided  for,  and  taken  care  of  in  the  bed 
way  and  manner  poflihle.  It  is  ordered  that  when  any 
officer  or  foldier,  is  fo  ill  either  by  wound  or  otherwifa 
that  the  furgeon  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs 
finds  he  cannot  be  properly  taken  care  ot  in  fuch  regi- 
ment; fuch  furgeon  mail  fend  him  to  the  camp  hofpi- 
tal  to  which  they  belong  with  a  certificate  of  the  man's 

naj#:, 
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name,  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  and  in  that  cafe 
the  furgeon  of  the  hofpital  (hall  receive  faid  fick  and 
wounded,  and  in  cafe  fuch  hofpitat  (hill  be  too  full  in 
that  cafe  the  furgeon  of  faid  hofpital  (hall  fend  fuch 
of  his  patients  as  may  be  removed  with  fafety  to  the 
hofpital  at  Watertown,  with  the  like  certificate  as  above, 
on  which  the  lurgeun  of  Watertown  hofpital  is  to  re- 
ceive and  take  care  of  him. 


GENERAL    ORDERS, 

Cambridce,  Head  Quarters,  July  $th,  1775. 

By  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 
Parole,  Essex,  Countersign,  Falkland, 

1.  Ordered  that  the   main    guard   on    no  account 
whatever  be  without  a  drum,  which  is  to  beat    to  arms 
on  any  alarm   and  followed   by  all  the    drums  in   the 
jcamp  ;  on  which  every  officer  and  foldier  is  immediately 
to  repair  to  the  alarm  pofh 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  or 
corps  in  Cambridge,  as  foon  as  the  men  are  paraded 
after  an  alarm,  to  fend  an  officer  to  Head  Quarters  for 
orders, 

3.  The  commanding  officers  at  Roxbury,  Profpe& 
Hill, Winter  Hill  and  Sewall's  point  to  fend  expreffes  in 
cafe  of  alarm  to  Head  Quarters  with  an  account  of  the 
fituation,  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  If  they  are 

not 
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each  each  provided  with  a  horfe  for  thit  p jrpofj,  thead* 
jutant  general  to  apply  to  the  committee  of  fupplies. 

4.  Colonel  Gridley,  of  the  artillery,  or  the  next  in 
command,  to  give  in  a  return  of  his  men,  (tor  s  and 
ammunition  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  4  h  iuft.  and 
to  diftin^uifh  the  polls  to  which  his  regiment  is  alien- 
ed, ii  cafe  of  alarm.  The  fame  order  as  to  a  return  of 
the  men,  ammunition  and  blankets  is  given.  Com- 
manding officers  of  the  regiments  late  colonel  Gardner's, 
colonel  Glover's  and  colonel  Gerrifh's  who  have  omit- 
cd  complying  with  the  above  orders  hitherto. 

5.  The  commanding  officers  at  Winter  Hill,  Prof- 
pe&  Hill,  and  Roxbury,  are  to  make  particular  inquirv 
into  the  ammunition  ot  the  men  in  thofe  lines,  and  if 
there  is  any  deficiency,  immediately  to  report  it  to  th& 
general  at  Head  Quarters. 

6.  A  general  court  martial  is  ordered  to  fit  on  Mon- 
day next  10  o'clock  A.  M.  for  the  tryal  of  lieutenant 
Bugham,  charged  with  refcuing  aprifoner  when  in  law- 
ful cuftody. 

The  Continental  Congrefs,  on  the  %th  day  of  July  agreed 
upon  the  following  petition  to  the  King,  It  was  fign* 
ed  by  the  members  prefent.  The  Petition  was  the 
work  of  Mr.  DichenJonspent 

TO  THE  KING'S  MOST   EXCELLENT  MAJESTY. 

WE  your  majefty's  faithful  fubjecls  of  the  colonies 
Of  New   HampJJiire,   MaJ/achufetts  Bay,    Rhode   Island 

and 
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and  Providence  Plantations ,  Connecticut ,  New  Yofi,  New 
jferfey,  Pennjylvania,  the  counties  of  New  Caflle,  Kent, 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  and  Sjz^A  Carolina,  in  behalf  ot  ourfelves,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  deputed  us 
toreprefent  them  in  generalCongrefs.entreat  your  majef- 
ty\s  gracious  attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  thefe 
^ok-.ies  and  the  energy  of  mild  an  i  jut  government, 
produced  beneC  >  fo  remaik  bly  important,  and  afford- 
ed iuch  an  aflurance  of  their  permana  iCv  and  encreafe, 
that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excit- 
ed while  they  beheld  Great  B'itam  rifin^  to  a  power 
the  mod  extraordinary  the  world  had  lvu  known. 

Her  rivals  obfervmg,  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  this  happy  connection  being  broken  by  civil  d«tfcn- 
Sons;  and  apprehending  its  future  effj&s,  it  le&  any 
longer  undiflurbed,  refalved  to  prevent  her  receiving 
fuch  continual  and  formidable  acceffions  of  wealth  and 
ftrength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thofe  letdemenls 
from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  attempt  events  fo  unfa- 
vourable to  the  deiign  took  place,  that  every  friend  to 
the  intereft  of  GreatBritain  and  thefe  colonies,  entertam- 
'  ed  pleafing  and  reafonable  expectations  of  feeing  an 
additional  force  and  exertion  immediately  given  to  the 
operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an 
enlargement  ot  the  dominions  of  the  crown,  and  the  re- 
movalof  ancient  and  war  like  enemies  to    a   greater  dif- 

iance. 

At 
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At  the  concluGqn  therefore  of  the  lafe  war,  the  nut 
glorious  and  advantageous  tnat  ever  had  been  earned 
on  by  Bntifh  arms,  \  our  loyal  cojonifU  having  conrri- 
buted  to  its  (uccefs,  by  fuch  repeated  and  ftrenuous  ex- 
ertions, as  frequently  procured  them  the  diftinguiflied 
approbation  ot  your  m*j  My,  of  the  lace  king,  and  of  par- 
liament, doubted  not  but  that  they  mould  be  permit- 
ted, with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  fhare  in  the  bleflS  lgs 
of  peace,  and  the  emoluments  of  victory  and  conqueft. 

While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknowledge- 
ments ot  their  merits  remained  on  record  in  the  journals 
and  acls  of  that  auguft  legislature,  the  parliament,  un- 
defaced  by  the  imputation  or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any 
offence,  thev  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fy  ft  em  of  ftatutes 
and  regulations  adopted  t.^r  the  admimflration  of  the 
colonies,  that  frlied  their  minds  with  the  molt  painful 
fears  and  jealoufies  ;  and,  to  their  lnexprefliole  aft  >mih- 
ment,  perceived  the  danger  of  a  foreign  qrarjrel  quick- 
ly fucceeded  by  domeftic  danger,  in  their  judgement  of 
a  more  dread  ul  kind. 

Nor  were  thefe  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency 
in  this  fyltem  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  mother 
country,  F~«r  though  its  effc&s  were  more  irniijedi- 
ateiy  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be  in- 
jurious to  the  commerce  and  profperity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

We  fhall  decline  the  ungrateful  tafk  of  defcribmg 
the  ukfome    variety  of  artifices,    pracliled  by   many  of 
>''>ur  m.»jt  ii)'s  miniiters,  the  delufive    pretences,    fruit- 
less tenors,  and  unawailmg  ieverities,    that   have   fr^>m 
time  10  time  uwui  acak  out  by  iLem,  in   their  attempts 

to 
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to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing  thro*  a  feries 
of  years  pafl  the  progrefs  ot  the  unhappy  differences 
between  G>  eat  Britain  and  thefe  colonies,  that  have 
flowed  from  this  fatal  fource. 

Your  mijefty's  minifters,  perfevering  in  their  maa* 
fures,and  proceeding  to  open  hoftilities  for  enforcing 
them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  own  defence,  and 
have  engaged  us  in  a  controveify  fo  peculiarly  abhor- 
rent to  the  affections  ot  your  (till  faithful  colonifts.  that 
when  we  confider  whom  we  mud  oppofe  in  this  conteft, 
and  if  it  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequences,  our 
own  particular  misfortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as 
parts  of  our  diftrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentments,  and  incura- 
ble animofities,  civil  difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourfelves  re- 
quired by  indifpenfible  obligations  to  Almighty  Godr 
to  your  majefty,  to  our  fellow  fubjects,  and  to  ourfelves, 
immediately  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  in- 
compatible with  our  fafety,  for  Mopping  the  further  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the  impending  calami- 
ties that  threaten  the  Britifh  empire. 

Thus  called  upon  to  addrefs  your  majefty  on  af- 
fairs oi  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all 
your  dominions,  we  are  carneftly  defirous  of  perform- 
ing this  office^  with  the  utmofl  deference  for  your  ma- 
jefty ;  and  we  therefore  pray,  that  your  majefty 's  royal 
magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moil  fa- 
vourale  con  ft  ructions  ol  our  expreflions  on  fo  uncom- 
mon an  cccafion.  Could  we  reprefent  in  their  full 
force  the  fentiments  that  agitate  the   minds  of  us  your 
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dutiful  fubje&s  we  ar?  perfaadei  your  majefty  would 
afcnbe  any  (eeniin^  deviation  from  >evereiice  in  our 
language,  and  even  in  our  co  ldadl,  not  to  anv  re  >rc- 
he.  fible  intention,  but  to  the  impodnilitv  of  reconciling 
the  uftial  appearances  ot  refpeci  wi  h  a  juft  ateation 
to  our  own  prefervation  againlt  thofe  aniul  and  ciuel 
c  eines,  who  abuf*  your  royal  confidence  and  authori- 
ty, far  the  purpafe  of  effecting  our  deftruclion. 

A.tached  to  your  majf»ftv's  perfon,  family,  and  go- 
veri  ment  with  all  devotion  that  principle  and  affection 
can  ififpire,  connected  with  Great  Britain  by  the  ttrong- 
eft  ties  that  can  unie  foci?ties,  and  deploring  every  e- 
vent  that  tends  in  any  decree  to  awaken  tnem,  we  f>- 
lernnly  afTure  your  mcjrfty,  that  we  not  only  n-  ft:  ar- 
dently defire  the  ormer  harmony  between  her  and  thefe 
Colonies  may  be  reftored,  but  that  a  concord  may  be 
eftaohihed  between  them  upon  fo  firm  a  baGsas  to  per- 
petuate itsbleflings  uninterrupted  by  any  future  difTen- 
tions  to  fucceeding  genera  ions  in  both  countries  and 
to  tranlmit  your  majefty's  name  to  pofterity,  adorned 
with  that  fignal  and  lading  glory,  thathas  attended  the 
memory  of  thole  llluftnous  personages,  who^e  virtues 
and  abilities  have  extricated  dates  from  dangerous  con- 
vulfions,  and.  by  fecuring  happinefs  toothers,  have  e- 
rected  the  moil  noble  aiiU  durable  monuments  to  their 
own  fame. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  allure  your  majefty,  that 
notwithftanding  the  fuffeiings  ot  your  loyal  colonifta 
during  the  courfe  ot  th  s  prelent  controverfy,  our  breafts 
retain  too  tender  a  regaid  tor  the  kingdom  from  which 
we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fuJi  a  reconciliation  as 
Vol.!.'  Xx  mitf* 
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might  in  any  mariner  be  inconfiftent  with  her  dignity 
or  her  welfare.  Thefe,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour 
and  duty  as  well  as  inclination,  induce  us  to  fupport 
and  advance ;  and  the  apprehenfions  that  now  opprefs 
our  hearts  with  unfaeakable  gr'»ef,  being  once  removed, 
your  majesty  will  find  your  faithiul  fubjefts  on  this  con- 
tinent ready  and  willing  at  all  rimes,  as  they  have  ever 
been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  affert  and  main- 
tain tlie  rights  and  interefls  of  your  majefty,  and  of  our 
mother  country. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  majefty,  that  your  royal 
authority  and  influence  may  he  gracioufh  interpofed  to 
procure  us  relief  from  our  afflicting  fears  and  jealoufies^ 
occafioned  by  the  f)  ftem  before  mentioned,  and  to  fet- 
fle  perce  through  every  part  of  your  dominions,  with 
all  humility  fubmitting  to  your  majcify's  wifeconfider- 
ation,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  f<>r  facilitating 
thofe  important  purpofes,  that  your  majefty  be  pleafed 
to  direct  fome  mode,  by  which  the  united  applications 
of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  ths  throne,  in  purfuance  of 
their  common  councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy 
and  permanent  reconciliation  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
tfme,  meafures  may  be  taken  ioi  preventing  the  further 
deftruclionof  the  lives  of  your  majf-fty's  iubje&s  ;  and 
thatfuch  flatutes  as  more  immediately  dillrefs  any  of 
your  majefly's  colonies  may  be  repealed. 

For  by  fuch  arrangements  a?  y  ur  majefly's  wifdom 
can  form  for  collecting  the  united  fenfe  ofyour  Ameri- 
can people,  we  are  convinced  your  majefty  would  re- 
ceive {uch  fatisfaclory  proofs  of  the  difpofition  of  the 
colonilts  towards  their  fovercgn  and  pareat   ftate,  that 
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the  wifhed  for  opportunity  would  fjon  be  reflored  to 
them,  of  evincing  the  fi  icerity  of  their  profelijus,  by 
every  teftim  my  of  devotion  becoming  the  noil  dutiful 
fubjefts  and  the  mofl  affdftidiaate  col  imftfc. 

That  your  majefty  mayenjay  a  long  and  profperous 
reign,  and  that  your  defcendants  miy  g  >vern  your  do- 
minions with  honour  to  themfel/es  and  happinefs  to 
their  fubje&s,  is  our  fiucere  prayer. 


Congrefs  the  fame  day  agreed  to  an  addrefo  to  the  inha- 
bitants ot  Great  Britain,  as  follows.— 

The  Twelve  United  Colonies,  by  their  delegates  in  Con- 
gress to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain* 

FRIENDS  COUNTRYMEN,  &  BRE7EREN  I 

By  thefe,  and  by  every  other  appellation  that  may 
defignate  the  ties  which  bind  us  to  each  other,  we  entreat 
your  ferious  attention  to  this  our  fecond  attempt  to  pre- 
vent their  dilTolution,  Remembrance  ot  former  irien  J- 
fhips,  pride  in  the  glorious  achievements  ot  our  com- 
mon  anceltors,  and  affe&ion  for  the  heirs  of  their  vir- 
tues, have  hitherto  preferved  our  mutual  connection  > 
but  when  that  friendlhip  is  violated  by  the  grolfeit  in- 
juries ;  when  the  pride  of  anceftry  becomes  our  re- 
proach, and  we  are  no  otherwife  allied  than  as  tyrants 
and  flaves  ;  when  reduced  to  the  melancholy  alternative 
ot  renouncing  your  favour  or  our  freedom  ;  can  we  he- 
fitace  about  the  choice  ?  Let  the  ipiht  of  Batons  de- 
ter mine* 

la 


364  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE     a.d.  1775* 

In  a  former  addrefs  we  aflerced  our  rights,    and  Hat- 
ed the  injuries  we  hid  then  received.      We  hoped,  that 
the  mention  of  our  wrongs  would  hive  rjufed   thac    ho- 
neft  indignation  which  has  flept  too   long   for   vour   ho- 
nour, or  the  welfare   ot   the  empire       Bat   we  have  not 
been  permitted  to  entertain    this    plealrng    expedati-M. 
Everv  day  brought  an  accumulation  ot  injuries,  and  the 
invention  of  the  miniftry  has  been  c  onflantly  exercikd, 
in  adding  to  the  calamines  ot  yout  American    breehten. 
Af  er  the  mod  valuable  righc  of  legiflation    was   in- 
fringed ;  when  the  powers  affumed  by  your  parliament! 
in  whic  1  we  are  not  rtprefenced,  and  horn  our  local  and 
other  circumflances  cannot  properly  be  reprefented,  ren- 
dered our  property  precarious  ;  after  being  denied    tuaC 
mode  of  trial,  to  which  we  have  long  been    indebted  for 
the  fafety  of  our  perfons,  and  the  prefervation  o'  our  li- 
berties ;    after  being  in  many  inftances  diverted  of  thofe 
laws,  whi^h  were  tra  fmitted  to  us  by  our  coin  mm   an- 
celiors,  and  ftibjecl.d  to   an  arbitrary    code,   compiled 
under  the  aufpices  of  Ro  mn  tyrants  ;  afcer  thofe   char- 
ters, which  encouraged  our   predeceiTors  to   brave  deatfr 
and  dinger  in  every  fhape.  on  unknown  feas,  in    defarts 
unexplored,  amidft  barbarous  and  unhofpitable  nations, 
were  annulled  ;  when,  without  the  form  of  tryal,    with- 
out a  public  accufation,  whole  colonies  were  condemn- 
ed, their  trade  deflroyed,  their   inhabitants    impoverifh- 
ed  ;  when   foldiers  were    encouraged    to  embiue   their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  Americans,  by  offers  of  impunity  ; 
w  hen  new  modes  of  trial  were  irotituted  for  the  ruin    of 
the  accuied,  where  the  charge  earned  with    it    the  hor- 
tors  of   ccnviSion ;  when   a  deipotic  government  was 
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eftabl'Qvd  in  a  neighbouring  province,  an  1  its  Units  ex- 
tended to  eery  o  our  frontier*,  we  little  imagined  that 
any  thing  ou1  i  b»  a  I  i .2  i  t )  tnis  black  ca  al  )gue  of  un- 
provokc  1  injuries :  but  we  nve  unhappily  been  deceiv- 
ed, and  I  lelate  meafures  of  the  BritUh  ministry  fully 
convince  us,  that  tiieir  clj.ct  is  the  reduction  of 
th^le  colomes  to  flivery  and  ruin. 

To  confirm  this  affertion,  le.  us  recall  your  attention 
to  the  aff  lira  of  Amenca,  fiace  our  lad   addrefs.       Let 
us  combat  the  c*lu  nnies  of  our  enemies;    and    let    us 
warn  you  ot  the  dangers  taa-  thieacen  you   in    our    def- 
truction.      Many  of  your  fellow  fubjects,   whole    fixa- 
tion deprived  them  of  other  fupport,  drew    their   mtin- 
tainance  horn  the  Tea  ;  but  the  depriva  ion  of  our  liber- 
ty being  infuificient  to  fatisfy  the  refentment  of  our  ene- 
mies, the  horrors  of  famine    were    fuperaided,    and    a 
British  parliament,  who,  in  better  times,  were    the  pro- 
tectors of  innocence  and  the  patrons  of  humanity,  have, 
without  diftincdon  of  age  or  fex  robbed  thoufands  ot  the 
food  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  draw  from  that  in- 
exhauftable  iource,  placed  in   their   neighbourhood  by 
the  benevolent  creator. 

Another  act  ot  your  legislature  fhurs  our  ports,  and 
prohibits  our  trade  with  any  but  thofe  Rates  from 
whom  the  great  law  of  felt  prefervation  renders  it  abfi- 
lutely  DeceHary  we  fhould  at  preie;ic  with  ho'd  our 
commerce.  But  this  act  (whatever  may  ha^e  bjen  its 
deugn)  weconfi  ier  rather  as  mj  irious  to  vour  opulence 
than  our  in(erett.  All  our  commerce  terminates  with 
you;  and  the  wealth  we  procure  from  other  nations,  is 
foon  exchanged  for  your  iupei  flumes.  Our  remittan- 
ces 
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ces  mufl  then  ceafe  with  our  ?r*de  ;  and  our  refinements 
with  our  affl  lence.  We  trad,  however,  that  laws 
which  deprive  us  of  every  blelTi  1,5  but  a  fuil  that  teems 
with  the  neceiTaries  of  1  fe,  and  that  liberty  which  ren- 
ders the  enjoyment  of  them  fecure,  will  not  relax  our 
vigour  in  their  defence. 

We  muht  here  obferve  on  the  cruelty  and  incon- 
fiftency  of  thofe,  who,  while  they  publicly  brand  us  with 
reproachful  and  unworthy  epithets,  endeavour  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  their  interpolation 
with  foreign  powers,  and  to  deliver  us  to  the  lawlefs  ra. 
vages  of  a  mercilefs  foldier  •.  Bat  happily  we  are  not 
without  refources  ;  and  though  the  timid  and  humiliat- 
ing applications  of  a  Britiffa  miniftry  fhould^prevailwith 
foreign  nations,  yet  induflry,  prompted  by  neceflivy, 
will  not  leave  us  without  the  necelTary  fupphes. 

We  could  wifh  to  go  no  further,  and,  not  to  wound 
khe  ear  of  humanity,  leave  untold  thofe  rigorous  acts  of 
oppieffion,  which  are  daily  exercifed  in  the  town  of 
Bofton,  did  we  not  hope,  that  by  difclaiming  their 
deeds  and  punifhing  the  perpetrators,  you  would  fiurt- 
ly  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Bruifh  name  and  re  eiia- 
blifh  the  violated  laws  ofjuftice. 

That  once  populous,  flourifhing  and  commercial 
town  is  now  garnfoned  by  an  army  lent  not  to  protect, 
but  to  enflave  its  inhabitants.  The  civil  government  is 
overturned,  and  a  military  del  potilm  erected  upon  its 
ruins.  Without  law,  without  right,  powers  are  ailum- 
ed  unknown  to  the  conilitution.  Private  property  is 
unjultly  invaded.     The  inhabitants,  daii^  iu^jeUed  to 
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the  licentiousnefs  of  the  fol  Ii'tv,  are  forbid  to  remove 
in  defiance  of  their  natural  rights,  in  violation  of  toe 
m  >ft  foieoin  compacts.  Or  it,  alter  long  and  weari* 
fome  fol'citacion,  a  pafs  is  procured,  their  effects  are  de* 
tamed,  and  even  tho^e  who  are  mod  favoured,  have  no 
alternative  but  poverty  or  (Lvery.  The  disrrefs  of  many 
thousand  people,  wantonly  deprived  of  the  nece'lanes  of 
life,  is  a  fubjecf:,  on  which  we  would  not  wi>>h  to  enlarge. 

Yet  we  cannot  but  obferve,  that  a  British  fbet  (un- 
juftified  even  by  afts  of  your  legislature)  are  daiiy  em* 
ployed  in  ruining  our  commerce,  feizmg  our  linos  aid 
depriving  whole  communities  of  their  daily  bread.  N  )X 
will  a  regard  for  your  honour  permit  us  to  be  lilent, 
while  Britifh  troops  fully  your  glory,  by  a£ho  is,  which 
the  moft  inveterate  enmity  will  not  palliate  amon  *  ci- 
vilized nations,  the  wanton  and  unneceflary  deilruction 
of  Charlestown,  a  large,  ancient,  and  once  populous 
town,  juft  before  deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  who  had 
fled  to  avoid  the  fury  of  your  foldiery. 

If  you  ftill  retain  in  thofe  fentiments  of  comoaffi  >n, 
by  which  Britons  have  ever  been  diftinguiflied;  if  the 
humanity,  which  tempered  the  valour  of  our  common 
anceftors,  has  not  degenerated  iato  cruelty,  you  will  la- 
ment the  miferies  of  their  defendants. 

To  what  are  we  to  attribute  this  treatment  ?  If  to  any 
fecret  principle  of  the  confiitution,  let  it  be  mentioned  ; 
let  us  learn,  that  the  government,  we  have  long  revered, 
is  not  without  its  defects,  and  that  while  it  gives  free- 
dom to  a  part,  it  neceflan'y  enflaves  the  remainder  of 
the  empire.  If  fuch  a  principle  exifts  ;  why  for  ages 
has  it  ceafed  to  operate  ?  Why  at  this  time   is   it  called' 

into 
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info  action  ?  Can  fi&  reafon  be  affigtied  for  this  con* 
duct  ?  Or  muftir  be  refolved  into  the  wanton  exer- 
dfe^  arbitrary  p' wer  ?  And  (hall  rhe  dtfcendants  of 
Britons  tamely  Tub  nit  to  this. — No  Grs  !  we  never  will 
While  we  revere  the  memory  ot  our  valiant  an  I  virtuous 
anceftors,  we  never  can  lu;  render  ihofe  glorious  privle- 
ges,  for  which  they  taught,  bled  and  conquered.  Ad. 
rait  that  your  fl  e?s  could  Jeftroy  our  to«vns,  *nd.  ravage 
our  lea  roads  ;  rhefe  are  inco rjfi  ierable  obj?6ts.  things 
of  no  m-  ment  to  men,  whole  boioms  glow  with  the  ar- 
dor of  liberty.  We  can  retire  beyond  the  reach  o  your 
navy, and  without  any  fenfible  diminution  oi  tfi^  neccjf. 
faries  ot  life,  enjoy  a  luxury  which  from  that  period  you 
will  want  ;  the  luxury  of  being  free. 

We  know  the  torce  bfyaurarrns;  and  was  it  called 
forth  in  the  caufe  o'  j  iftice  and  yo  ir  councrv,  we  mi^hc 
dread  the  exertion ;  but  will  Britons  fi^hc  under  »he 
banners  ot  tv  rami)  ?  While  they  counteract  the  la« 
bours,  and  difgrace  the  victories  of  their  anceftors? 
Will  they  forge  chains  for  their  pofterity  ?  ll  they  def- 
cend  to  this  unworthy  talk,  will  their  f vords  retain  their 
edge,  their  arms  their  accuftomed  vigour  ?  Batons  car* 
never  become  the  inftruments  of  oppreflion,  till  they 
lofe  the  fpirit  of  freedom,  by  which  alone  they  are  in- 
vincible, 

Our  enemies  charge  us  with  fedition.  In  what 
does  v  conGft ?  In  our  re-ufal  to  fubmit  to  un- 
warrantable acts  of  injuftice  and  cruelty  ?  If  fo,  mew 
us  a  period  in  your  hiftory,  in  which  you  have  not  been 
equally  feditious. 

Wo 
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We  are  arrufed  of  aiming  at  independence-;  bit 
bow  [s  this  accufatipn  fupported  ?  By  the  all  -a  on s 
or  your  sainiuers,  no  b}  our  scions.  At. led  nlilt. 
ed  and  conterru  ed,  what  Heps  have  we  purfued  to  ob- 
tain  redrefs  ?  We  have  caniei  our  dutjiul  petubns  o 
the  tLrone*  We  have  applied  to  your  jrailice  (or  re- 
lief. We  have  retrenched  our  luxury,  and  withheld  oaf 
trade. 

The  advanrag^s  of  our  commerce  were  defigne  \  as 
a  compensation  for  your  prote&iou  :  when  you  ceaie.4 
to  protect,  tor  what  were  we  *o  compenfate  ? 

What  has  been  the  fuccefs  oi  jar  endeavours  f    The 
clemency  ot  our  foverei^n  is  unhappily    diverted  ;   our 
petitions  are  trea  ed  with  indignity  ;  our  prayers  nfwer- 
ed  by  infuits.     Our  application  to  you  remains  unno- 
ticed, and    leaves   us   the    melancholy   aporohenftin   of 
y   ur  wanting  either  the  will,  or  the  powei  to  alii  ft  us* 
Even  under   thefe    ci«cu  n  dances,    what   m-.   ires 
hive     we    taken     that    betray    a    deQre    ot     in  Impen- 
dence ?      Idave  we  called  in  the   aid   at    ta  .fe    t>ieign 
powers,  who  are  the  rivals  of  your    grandeur  ?        Wlietx 
your  troops  were  few  an  1  defencelefs,    did  we   tike    ad- 
vanta  je  of  their  d^refs  and  expei  them  from  our  towns  ? 
Or  have  we  permitted  them  to   fortify,  to   receive   n^v 
aid  and  to  acquire  additional  strength  ? 

Let  not  your  enemies  and  ours  perfuade  you,  that 
in  this  we  were  influenced  by  feasor  any  other  unworthy 
motive.  The  lives  of  fiiitons  are  iidl  dear  .0  us.  Thzy 
are  the  chiidien  of  our  parents,  and  an  uninterrupted 
intercoutfe  of  mutual  benefits  had  knit  the  bonds  of 
friend  lb  p.  When  hoililiiies  were  commenced,  when 
Vol,  I.  Y  /  00 
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on  a  late  occasion  we  were  wantonlv  attacked  by  your 
tt oops,  though  <ve  repelled  their  aflVilts  and  returned 
tbeT blows,  vet  we  lamented  the  wounds  they  obliged 
us  to  give  ;  nor  have  we  yet  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vi6lo« 
ry  over  Engbfh  nen. 

As  we  wifh  not  to  colour  our  a£tioas,  or  difguife  our 
thoughts  ;  we  (ball  in  the  fimple  language  of  truth, 
avow  the  meafures,  we  have  purfued,  the  motives, 
upon  which  we  have  acted,  and  our  future  defi gns. 

When  our  late  petition  to  the  throne  produced  no 
other  effect  than  trefh  injuries,  and  votes  of  your  le  >if- 
lature,  calculated  to  jultify  every  feverity  ;  when  your 
ft  ets  and  your  armies  were  prepared  to  wreft  fro  n  us 
our  property,  to  rob  us  of  our  liberties  or  our  lives; 
when  the  hcfltle  attempts  of  general  G^ge  evinced  his 
deigns,  we  levied  armies  for  ourfccurity  and  defence. 
When  the  powers  veiled  in  the  governor  of  Canada, 
gave  us  reaion  to  apprehend  danger  from  that  quarter  ; 
and  we  had  frequent  intimations,  that  a  cruel  and  favage 
enemy  was  to  be  let  loofe  upon  the  defencelefs  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers  ;  we  took  fuch  meafures  as  pru- 
dence di6tated,  as  neceflity  will  juilify.  We  pofleffed 
durfelves  of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga.  Yet  give 
us  leave  mofi  f  >ltmnly  to  allure  you,  that  we  have  not 
yet  loft  fight  ot  the  object  we  have  ever  had  in  view,  a 
reconciliation  with  you  on  constitutional  principles, 
and  a  reftoraticn  of  th3t  friendly  intercourfe,  which,  to 
the  advantage  of  both,  we  till  lately  maintained. 

Tne  inhabitants  ot  this  country  apply  themfelves 
chiefly  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  As  their  fa/hions 
and  manners  are  Gmihr  to  yuuis,   your   maikets  mult 

aff'jrd 


a*  d.  1775.  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION.       371 

afford  them  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  for  which 
they  exchange  the  produce  of  their  labours.  The 
wealth  of  this  extended  continent  centres  witti  vo  1  ;  and 
our  trade  is  Co  r^ulited  as  to  be  fibfervient  only  to 
your  intereft.  Y  >u  are  too  reafonable  to  ex  »e  },  tut 
bv  taxes  (in  addition  to  this)  we  fh  >uld  contribute  ta 
your  expence  ;  to  believe  after  diverting  the  fountain/ 
jthat  the  ft  reams  can  flow  with  unpba  ed  torce. 

It  has  been  fai  i,  that  we  refufe  to  fu  >  nit  to  the  ref- 
trictions  on  our  commerce.  From  whence  is  this  in* 
ference  drawn  ?  Not  from  jur  words,  we  having  re* 
peatedly  declared  the  contrary  ;  and  we  a^iin  profefs 
our  fubmiifiun  to  the  (evtral  a£is  of  trade  and  naviga- 
tion paired  before  the  year  1763,  truil  ng  nevertheiefs 
in  the  equity  and  juftice  or  parliament,  that  fach  of 
them  as,  upon  cool  and  impartial  co  uiieracun,  ihiJl 
appear  to  have  impoled  uuneceifary  or  g  tevjjs  ref- 
tri&ions,  will  at  fome  happier  period,  be  repealed  or 
altered.  And  we  cheerfully  content  to  the  operation  of 
fuch  acts  of  the  Britifli  pailiamentas  diall  be  rellrainecj 
to  the  regulation  of  our  external  commerce,  for  ttie  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the  whole 
empire  to  the  mother  country,  and  the  commercial  be- 
nefits of  its  refpective  members,  excluding  every  idea  of 
taxation  internal  or  external,  for  railing  a  revenue  on 
the  fubje&s  in  America  without  their  confent, 

It  is  alledged  that  we  contibute  nothing  to  the  com> 
sn on  defence.  To  this  we  anfwer,  that  the  advantages 
which  Great  Britain  receives  from  the  monopoly  of  oar 
trade,  far  exceed  our  proportion  of  the  expsnee  necef- 
fary  for  that  purpofe.     Bat  ihould  tivefe  advantages  be 

inadequate 
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Inadequate  thereto,  l<#the  reftri&ions  on  our  trad-  be 
rem  wed\  and  ys  wdl  cheerfully  contribute  fach  pro- 
portion when  conft'tuhonallv  requied. 

1'  is  a  fundamental  ;>rinciole  >fthe  Britifh  conftitu* 
tion,  that  every  riian  fh>uid  haveat  lead  a  reprefen.adve 
fhare  in  the  to;ma  ion  of  tbofe  laws,  by  which  he  is 
bound.  Were  it  ocherwlfe,  the  regulation  of  our  inter- 
nal police  by  a  Britifh  parliament,  who  are  and  ever 
wiil  be  unacquainted  with  our  local  circumftanceSj 
tnoft  be  always  inconvenient,  an  1  frequently  opprcf&ve, 
w  ki  >g  our  wrong,  without  yielding  an/  poiliole  ad« 
vantage  ro  you, 

A  plan  of  accomodation  (as  it  has  been  abfurclfy  call* 
ed)  has  been  pu>pofed  by  jourmin tilers  to  our  refpe&^e 
aff  mblies.  Were  this  propoiai  free  from  every  other 
objection,  but  that  which  anfes  *rom  'he  tim*  of  the 
offer,  it  would  not  be  unexceptionable .  Can  men  de- 
liberate with  the  bayonet  at  their  b  eaft  ?  Can  they 
treat  with  freedom,  while  their  towns  are  fack^d  ;  when 
daily  iniiaaces  of  injuftice  and  opprdlion  ddiuib  the 
flower  operations  t>\  reaf  m  ? 

If  thts  propoiai  is  really  fuch  as  you  would  offer 
and  we  accept,  why  wds  it  de'ayed  till  the  nation  was 
put  10  ufelefs  expence,  and  we  were  reduced  to  our  pre- 
fent  melancholy  fituarioit  ?  Lit  holds  iorth  nothing, 
why  was  it  promoted  .?  Unlek  indeed  to  deceive  you  in- 
to a  bdief,  that  we  were  unwilling  to  hflen  to  any  terms 
<u  ,rcommodation  ?  But  what  is  iabtnitted  to  our  con- 
iidoration  ?  We  contend  tor  the  difpofal  of  our  pro- 
perty. We  are  told  that  our  demand  is  umeafonabie, 
that  our  aflembhes  may  indeed  collect  our  money,  but 

that 
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tha;  tbev  muft  as  the  famj  tim<*  jffer,  not  what  vour  ex- 
igencies or  .'irs  rrny  *equire,  but  fo  much  as  (hill  bs 
deemed  fufficient  to  fuis'y  the  iefire*s  ol  a  minitier  and 
era1  le  him  to  provide  foi  fa^urifes  aud  dependants. 
A  recurrence  to  v^ur  own  tfeaiufy  will  convince  you 
Dow  little  of  the  m  >nev  already  extorted  from  us  his 
b  :  o plied  to  the  relief  of  your  burthens  To'fupi 
pofV  that  we  would  thifcs  grarp  tht*  flndow  and  give  up 
the  finance,  is  adding  mTult  t)  injuries. 

We  have  hevetheleTs  again  prefented  an  humble 
and  dut^'ui  petition  to  our  fovereign  ;  and  to  remove 
every  imputation  ot  obfi  nicy,  have  req  icfled  his  majef- 
ty  to  direct  fjrnemode,  by  which  the  united  appl  cati- 
ons of  his  laitiiful  colonifls  m  \\  be  improved  into  a  hap* 
„  py  and  permanent  reconciled* :ion.  We  ate  wiling  to 
treat  on  fuch  terms  as  can  alone  render  an  accommoda- 
tion lafitng,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  pac.fic  en- 
deavour will  be  attended  with  a  removal  of  minifterial 
troops,  and  repeal  ot  thofe  laws,  ot  the  operation  ot 
which  we  complain,  on  the  one  part,  and  a  d  fbindrng 
of  our  arm\ ,  and  a  diffolution  of  our  commercial  affocia- 
tions,  on  the  other. 

Yet  conclude  not  from  this  that  we  propofe  to  fur - 
render  our  property  into  the  hands  ot  your  ininiftry,  or 
vett  your  parliament  with  a  power  which  may  termi- 
nate in  our  deftruction.  The  great  bulwarks  of  our  coa- 
fiitution  we  have  d?  fired  to  maintain  by  every  temper- 
ate by  every  peaceable  means  •  but  your  miniflcrs  (e- 
qual  toes  to  Britifh  and  American  freedom)  hjve  added 
to  their  former  opprefli:,n;>  an  attempt  to  reduce'  us  by 
the  fwcrd  to  a  bafe  and  abject  fubmiffion.     On    the 

iw  or4 
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fword,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  to  rely  for  protec- 
tion.  Should  victory  declare  in  your  favour,  yet  mea 
trained  to  arms  from  their  in^ancv,  an  J  animated  by  th& 
love  of  liberty,  will  afTird  neither  a  cheap  or  f-a(y  cm- 
queft.  Ol  this  at  leait  Are  are  allured,  that  our  Itrug^Ie 
will  be  glorious,  our  fuccefs  certain  ;  Goce  even  irj  death 
we  (hall  find  that  freedom  wmch  in  lite  you  foroid  u»  iQ 
enjoy. 

Let  us  now  afk  'vhat  adv^n^^ps  are  to  attend  oar  re- 
duction •  The  trade  of  a  ruined  an  1  defolate  c  ountry 
is  always,  inconfiderable,  its  lcvenue  tr  fling;  the  ex- 
pence  of  (ubjecling  and  retaini  vg  it  in  (abjection  cercaia 
and  inevitable.  Waat  then  remains  bat  the  gratih*  :a- 
tionof  an  ill  jidgel  pride,  or  the  hope  of  rendering  us 
fubfervient  to  defigns  on  your  liberty 

Soldiers  who  have  (heathel  their  fworjs  in  the  bev- 
els of  their  American  brethren,  will  not  dr^v  tliem  with 
more  reluctance  againit  you.  W  ien  to  >  late  you  may 
lament  the  lofs  of  that  freedom,  whicii  ^e  exaoriyju, 
while  ftili  in  your  power,  to  preferve. 

On  the  other  hand,  mould  you  prove  unfuccefsful  J 
fhould  that  connexion,  which  we  mofl.  ardently  wifh  to 
maintain,  be  diffolved  ;  mould  your  minifteis  exhauft 
your  treafures  and  wafte  the  blood  of  your  country men 
in  vain  attempts  on  our  liberty  ;  do  thev  not  deliver  yuu# 
weak  and  defencelefs.  to  your  natural  enemies. 

Since  then  your  liberty  mufl  be  the  price  of  your 
victories  ;  your  ruin,  or  your  defeat : — What  blind  fa- 
tality canurgeyou  to  a  purfujt  dellruclive  of  ail  tnat 
Britons  hold  dear  ? 

If 
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If  you  ha<'e  no  regard  to  the  connexion  that  f^as  for 
ages  fiibfifted  between  us;  if  you  hive  forgot  the 
wounds  vve  hare  receivei  fighting  by  your  Q  ie  for  the 
extend  m  of  the  emoire ;  if  our  com  ne-ce  is  not  an  ob- 
jod  below  your  confideration  ;  if  ju^ice  an!  humanity 
have  loft  their  influence  on  your  hearts  ;  ftill  motives 
are  not  wanting  to  excite  your  indignation  at  the  mea- 
fures  now  purfued  :  your  wealth,  your  honour,  your  li- 
berty are  at  ft  ke. 

Notwithstanding  the  diftrefs  to  which  we  are  reduc- 
ed we  fomeMmes  forget  our  ownaffl'&ions,  to  anticipate 
and  fympa'hize  in  yours.  We  grieve  that  ra(h  and  in- 
conGderate  councils  (hould  precipitate  the  deftru&ion 
of  an  emoire,  *  hich  has  been  the  envy  and  admiration 
of  ages,  and  call  G  jd  to  witnefs !  that  we  would  pare 
with  our  property,  endanger  oar  lives,  and  facri- 
fice  every  thing  but  liberty,  to  redeem  you  from 
ruin. 

A  cloud  hangs  over  your  heads  and  ours  ;  e'er  this 
reaches  you,  it  may  probably  but  ft  upon  us;  let  us 
then  (before  the  remeuibrauce  of  former  kindnefs  is  ob- 
licerated)  once  mare  repeat  thofe  appellations  which  are 
ever  gratefu  in  our  ears  ;  let  us  entreat  heaven  to  avert 
our  ruin,  and  the  deftrudion  that  threatens  our  friends, 
brethren,  and  countrymen,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  at- 
la  otic. 

Toe  above  addrefs  was  ordered  to  be  printed  imme- 
diately, to  be  feat  by  Mr.  Pena  to  England, 

The 
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The  letter  to  the    Lori  \fayar,  Aldermen,  anl  Livery  of 

London,  wis  agreed  to  and  is  a;  follows  : 
Mr  LORD, 

PEf<  MIT  the  delegates  of  the  people  of 

twelve  ancient  colonies,  to  pay  your   hrdfhip,  and  the    very 

refpebx&blebodyof'ivhichym   are  head  th  ■  ju/l  tribute   of 

gra  itude  dni  thanh  for  the  viWkow  ail  uifohcited  re- 

fentmrntyou  have  j7vwn  to   the    violated   rights  of  a  free 

people*      The  city  of  London,  my  lord,  having  in  all  ages, 

aploroved  if  elf  the  pair  on  of  liberty,  and  the  fupport  of 

jufl  gwernment,  againfl,  lawlefs  tyranny  and   oppreffion9 

cannot  fail  to  make  u>  deeply  fnfible  of  the  powerful    aid, 

$ur  caufe  mujl  receive  from  fuch  advocates.      A  caufe,  my 

lord,  worthy  t  he  f up  port  of  the  jirjl  city  in  the  world,    a% 

it  involves  the  fate  of  a  great  continent,  and   threatens    to 

JJiake  the  foundations  of  a  fjurifJnng,  and,  until   lately ,   a 

happy  empire. 

North  America,  my  lord,  wifhes  mofl  ardently  for  a 
la/ling  canncBion  with  Great  Britain,  on  terms  of  juft 
and  equal  liberty  ;  lefs  than  which  generous  minis  will  not 
offer,  nor  brave  and  free  ones  be  willing  to  receive. 

A  cruel  war,  has  at  Ungth  been  opened  againft  us, 
andwhiljl  we  prepare  to  defend  ourfelves  like  the  defend- 
ants of  Britons,  we  fill  hope  that  the  mediation  oj  wise 
and  good  citizens  will  at  length  prevail  over  defpotifm,  and 
reftore  harmony  and  peace,  on  permanent  principles,  to  an 
eppref/ed  and  divided  empire. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord, 

With  great  e/teem  your  lordfhip's. 

Faithful  Friends   una  Fellow  Subjects. 

Tht 
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The  Utter  to  Mr.  Pt*%  and  the    Coloty   Agents,  is  as 

follows : 

6EN7LEME1T, 

THE  i)  erf  ever  ance  of  the  Britijh  minify 
try  in  their  uninfl  and  cruel  fyjlcm  of  colony  adminijlram 
tion^  h*s  occasioned,  the  meeting  of  another  Congrefs. 

We  have  again  appealtd  to  the  jujlice  of  our  fivcreign 

for  protection  againji  the  dejlruclion  which  his   mint/lcrt 

meditate  for  his  American fubjetls.      This  petition  to  his 

majeflv  you  will  pleafe,  gentlemen,  to  prefent  to  the  king 

-with  all  convenient  expedition,  after  which  we    dejire  it 

may  be  given  to  the  public.     We  likewifs  fend  you  our  Je* 

cond  application  to  the  equity  and  inter  efl  of  our  fellow 

fubjecis  in  Great  Britain,  and  alfo    a  declaration  fetting 

forth  the  caufes  of  our  taking  up  arms :  both  which  we  wifh 

may  be  immediately  put  to  prefs,  and  communicated  as  uni* 

verfally  as  pofjiblc. 

The  Congrefs  entertain  the  highejlfenfe  of  the  wife  and 
worthy  interpositiontof  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Livery  of  Lon, 
don,  in  favour  of  injured  America.  They  have  exprefsel 
this  there  fenfe  in  a  letter  to  his  lor df hip  and  tin  livery, 
which  we  desire  may  be  prefented  in  the  manner  moft  <z- 
greeable  to  that  refpeciable  body. 

You  will  oblige  us.  gentlemen,  by  giving  the  mofl  early 

information  to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the  fpeakers  of  our  ref 

petlive  assemblies  of  your  proceeding  in  this  buiinijfs,    and 

fuch further  intelligence  as  you  may  judge  to  be  of  import* 

ance  to  America  in  this  great  contefl. 

We  are,  with  great  regard, 

Gentlemen,  &?#• 
Vol,  I,  Z  a  Orient 
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Ordered  that  the  above  be  fairly  tranferibed,  and 
then  figned  by  the  prefident,  and  by  him  fent  under 
cover;  together  with  the  petition  to  the  king,  and  ad- 
drefsto  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  letter 
to  the  lord  mayor,  &c.  to  Richard  Penn,  Efq.  and  that 
the  prefcdent  requeft  Mr.  Penn,  in  behalf  of  the  Con- 
grefs,  to  join  with  f.he  colony  agents  in  prefenting  th* 
petition  to  the  king. 


GENERAL    ORDERS, 
Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  gth,  1775, 
Parole,  Effingham t  Countersign,    Watertoxvn, 

The  Continental  Congrefs  having  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  Horatio  Gates,  Efq.  brigadier  general,  and  ad- 
jutant general  of  the  army,  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch, 
and  all  orders  tranfmitted  through  him  from  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  whether  written  or  verbal,  are  to  be 
punctually,  and  immediately  obeyed. 

All  foldiers,  more  than  two  to  a  company,  who  are 
at  prefent  abfent  upon  furlough,  and  all  officers,  non- 
commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  who  have  not  join- 
ed their  refpe&ive  corps,  to  be  ordered  forthwith  to 
camp  :  The  commanding  officers  of  corps  to  be  an- 
fwerable  to  the  general  for  an   immediate  obedience   to 

this  order. 

The  general  (or  in  his    abfence)   the  commanding 
cfficeratRoxbury,to  fend  a  report  every  day  in  writing 
fealed  up,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  at  the  head  quar- 
ters 
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tcrs  in  Cambridge,  of  all  the  material  occurrences  of 
the  preceding  day,  mentioning  particularly  of  all  arri- 
vals of  (hips  and  ve{L*!s  in  the  bay,  and  what  changes 
and  alterations  are  made  in  the  Rations,  of  the  men  of 
war,  tranfports,  floating  batteries,  &c. 


Head  Quarters^  Cambridge  July  10th,  1775. 

Parole,  Frederick,  Countersign,  Gloucester. 

The  gencial  court  martial  of  which  colonel  Wil-i 
Ham  Prefcot  was  prefi  Jen:  ;  having-  tried  William  Pat-, 
ttn  of  colanei  Gridky's  regiment,  and  found  him  guilr 
ty  of  threatning  and  abufing  a  number  of  perfons,  when. 
prifoner  in  the  quarter  guard.  The  court  fentence  the 
prifoner  to  ride  the  wooden  horfe,  fifteen  minutes.  The 
general  approves  the  fentence,  and  orders  it  Co  be  "put  in 
execution  at  the  head  of  the  regiment.. 

David  Wells,  foldier  in  col.  Gridley's  regiment, 
tried  by  the  above  mentioned  general  court  martial,  tot 
(leepiag  upon  his  poft  when  (entry,  is  acquitted  by  the 
court* 

No  non-commiilloned  officer  or  foldier,  but  fuch  ajs 

are  guilty  of  capital  offences,  to  be  confined  in  the  main 

guard,  all  thole  guilty  of  crimes  triable  by  a  regimental 

court  martial,    to    be    feat  to    the  quarter    guards   of 

their    refpe6fcive    corps,  to   be    tried    by    a  regimental 

court  martial.     The  general  court  martial  whereof  col. 

William  Prefcot  is  prefident,  to  fet  again  this  day  at  the 

ufual  hour.     All  evidences  and  perlons  concerned    to 

attend  the  court.     Whenever  a  general  court  martial  is 

ordered,  it  is  expected  that  the  evidences  and  perfons  by 

whom  the  prifoners  are   confined,  do   punctually   at- 
tend 


i 


%to  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE     a.  ».  1775; 

tend  to  fupport   the  accufation   as  they   will  anfwer 
the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

The  colonels  of  the  M^lTachufetts  regiments,  to  or- 
der one  fubakern  from  each  company  in  their  refpec- 
tive  corps,  forthwith  upon  the  recruiting  fervice  ;  pro. 
per  inftru&ions  will  be  given  by  the  adjutant  general, 
to  ihe  officer?  ordered  uppn  that  fervice.  They  will 
therefore  call  at  head  quarters  as  foon  as  poffibie  to  re- 
ceive their  inftru&ions.  The  general  recommends  it 
to  tie  colonels  o»  regiments  to  fend  active  vigilant  offi- 
cers upon  this  iervice,  and  thofe  who  aremofiin  efleem 
with  people  in  the  dutridb  they  are  lent  to  recruit 
in. 


To  John  Hancock,  Efq.  President  of  Ccngrefs. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  10th,  1775. 

SIR, 

I  arrived  fafe  at  this  place  on  the  third  inft. 
after  a  journey  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  fatigue,  and 
retarded  by  neteflary  attentions  H)  the  fucceffive  civili- 
ties which  accompanied  me  in  my  whole  route. 

Upon  my  arrival,  1  immediately  vifited  the  feveral 
polls  occupied  by  our  troops  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  wea» 
ther  permitted,  veconnoitered  thofe  of  the  enemy.  I 
found  the  latter  ftrongly  intrenched  on  Bunker's  hill, 
about  a  mile  from  Charlefiown,  and  advanced  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  place  of  the  late  aclion,  with  their 
centries  extended  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
en  this  fide  of  the  nairotveft  part  of  the   neck  leading 

from 
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from  this  place  to  Charleftown,  Three  floating  batte- 
ries lie  in  Mvilic  river  near  their  camp,  and  one 
twenty  gun  (hipbelov  the  ferry  place  between  B:>fton 
and  Charieftown.  They  have  alfo  a  battery  on  Copfe 
hill,  on  tneBofion  fide,  which  much  annoyed  our  troops, 
in  the  late  attack.  Upfyn  the  neck,  they  have  alfo  deeply 
intrenched  and  fortified.  Their  advanced  guards,  till 
laft  Saturday  morning,  occupied  Brown's  houfes,  about 
a  mile  from  Roxbury  meeti  >$  houfe,  and  twenty  rods 
from  their  lines :  but,  at  that  time  a  party  from  general 
Thomas's  camp  fuiprized  the  guard,  drove  them  in,  and 
burned  the  houfes.  The  bulk  of  their  army,  command- 
ed by  general  Howe,  lies  on  Buuker's  hill,  and  the  re* 
rminder  on  Roxbury  neck,  except  the  light  horfe,  and 
a  few  men  in  the  town  of  Bofton. 

On  our  fide,  we  have  thrown  up  intrenchments  on 
Winter  and  Profpeft  hills,  the  enemy's  camp  in  full 
view,  at  the  diftance  of  little  more  than  a  mile.  Such  in- 
termediate points  as  would  admit  a  landing,  I  have 
fince  my  arrival  taken  care  to  ftrengthen,  down  to  Sew- 
al's  farm,  where  a  fhong  intrenchment  has  been  thrown 
up.  At  Roxbury,  general  Thomas  has  thrown  up  a 
ilrong  work  on  the  hill,  about  two  huodred  yards  above 
the  meeting  houfe;  which,  with  the  brokennefs  of  the 
ground,  and  a  great  number  of  rocks,  has  made  that  pafs 
very  fecure.  The  troops  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire, 
with  a  regiment  from  Rhode  llland,  occupy  Winter 
hill  :  a  part  of  thofe  from  Connecticut,  under  general 
Putnam,  are  on  Profpect  hill.  The  troops  in  this  town 
are  entirely  of  the  Maifachufet's ;  the  remainder  of  the 
Rhode  Ifland  men  are  at  Sewal's  farm*  Two  regiments 

of 
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of  Connecticut,  and  nine  of  the  MalTachufetts,  are  at 
Roxbury.  Thsreiidne  ol  the  array,  to  the  number  of 
aboar  {even- hundred,  are  pofted  in  feveral  fmali  towns 
along  the  coaft,  to  prevent  the  depredations  of  the  en* 
emy. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  in)  felf  authorized  to  fay, 
that  conLuienng  :lic  great  extent  of  line  and  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  we  are  as  well  fecured,  as  could  be  expected 
in  fo  fhort  a  tizne,  and  unJ»^r  the  dif^d* vantages  we  la- 
bour. Thefe  cqnfift  in  a  want  of  engineers  to  conftruct 
proper  works  and  direct;  the  men,  a  want  of  tools,!. and 
a  fufficient  number  jf  men  to  man  the  works  in  cafe  of 
an  attack.  You  will  dfefetvr,  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
council  of  war  which  I  have  the  honour  to  indole,  that 
it  is  our  unanimous  opinion,  to  hold  aad  defend  theft 
woilts  as  long  as  pof£ble. 

The  difcouragemeni  it  would  give  t!ie  men,  and  its 
contrary  effects  en  the  miniflerial  troops,  thus  to  aban- 
don our  encampment  on  their  face,  formed  with  fo  much 
labour,— added  to  the  certain  detraction  of  a  confider- 
oble  and  valuable  extent  of  country,  and  our  uncertain- 
ty of  finding  a  place  in  ail  ieipects  lb  capable  of  making 
a  it  and— are  it-adirg  salons  ior  this  determination.  At 
the  fame  time  we  are  very  fcnhble  of  the  difficulties 
which  attend  th*  defence  of  lines  of  fb  great  extent, and 
the  dangers  which  may  tnlue  fiomfuch  a  divifion  of  the 

army. 

My  earned  wifh  to  comply  with  the  inilruaions  of 
the  Cx  g  ™  »%  and  complete  return  of 

the  Rate  oi  the  'arm*,  i,as  ltd  imo  an  involuntary  delay 
eicidcichiiigyou  ;   wiuch  has  given  me  much  concern, 

Hav- 
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Having  given  orier*  for  this  purpofe  immediately  on 
my  arrival, — and  uaapprizv.  I  A  -  imperfect  obedi* 
ence  which  had  been  paid  r  1  f  the  like   nacure 

from  general  Ward,  I  was  led  from  Jay  to  dav  to  ex- 
pec*  they  would  come  in,  and  therefore  detained  the 
meilenger.  They  are  not  now  h  complete  as  I  could 
wifh;  but  much  allowance  is  :j  je  made  for  inexoeri- 
cnce  in  forms,  and  a  liberty  whic.i  hid  been  taken  (not 
given)  on  this  fubje&.  Thefc  rcafotUj  I  flatter  myfeif, 
will  no  longer  exift ;  and  of  confequence,  more  regu- 
larity and  exa&nefs  will  in  future  prevail.  This  with 
aneceffary  attention  to  the  lines,  the  movements  of  the 
minifterial  troops,  and  our  irninediate  iecurhy,  mud  be 
my  apology,  which  I  beg  vou  to  lay  before  Congreff 
with  the  uunoit  duty  and  refpeefc, 

We  labour  under  great   difadv.mtage*  for   want  of 
tents :  for,  though  they  have  been  helped  out  by  a   col- 
lection of  now  ufeleft  fails  from  the  Tea  port  tojvns,  the 
number  is  far  fhort  of   our   necefii  ;es.      The    colleges 
and  houfes  of  this  town  are  necelLuily  occupied  by  the 
troops ;  which  affords  another  reaibu    for  keeping    our 
prefent  fituation.     Buc  I  moft  Sncerely  wifh  the  whole 
army  was  properly  provided  to  take  the  field,  as    I   am 
well  allured,  that  (bellies  greater  expedition  and    acti- 
vity in  cafe  of  alarm)  it  would  highly  conduce  to  health 
and  difcipline.     As  mate  rials  are  not  to   be  had    here, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the   procuring    a  far- 
ther fupply  from  Philadelphia,  as  loon  as  poffible. 

I  mould  be  extremely  deficient  in  gratitude  as    well 
as  juftice,  if  I  did  not  take  the  Gift  opportunity   to  ac- 

know- 
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knowledge  the  readinefs  and  attention,  which  the   pro. 
vincial  Congrefs  and  different  committees  have  fhewn,  to 
make  every  thing  as  convenient  and  agreeable  as  pofli. 
ble.   But  there  is  a  vital  and  inherent  principle  of  delay, 
incompatible  with  military  fervice,  in  tranfa&in*  bufinefs 
through  fuch  numerous  and   different  channels.      I  ef- 
teem  it  therefore  my  duty  to  reprefenc  the  inconvenience 
which  mud  unavoidably  enfue  from  a  dependence  on  a 
number  of  pcrfons  for  fupplies  ;    and  fubmit  it    to  the 
confideration  or  Congrefs,  whether    the  public  fervice 
will  not  be  beft  promoted  by  appointing  a    commiifary 
general  for  thcfe  purpcfes.      We  have  a  linking  inftance 
of  the  preference  of  fuch  a  mode,  in  the  .cftablifhment  of 
Connecticut,  as  their  troops  are  extremely  well  provid- 
ed under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Trumbull,  and  he  has  at 
different    times   afiiiled    others   with  various    articles. 
Should  my  lentiments  happily  coincide  with  thofe    of 
your  honours  on  this  fubjeft,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Mr.  Trumbull  as  a  very  proper  perfon  for  this  depart- 
ment.    In  the  arrangement  of  troops  collecied    under 
fuch  circumftances,  and  upen  the  fpur  of  immediate  ne- 
ceiTny,  feveral  appointments  are  omitted,  which  appear  j 
to  be  indifpenfably  necelfary   for  the  good  government 

of  the  army particularly  a  quarter. mafter-general,  a 

commitTary  of  muilers,  and  a  commifTary  of  artillery. 
Thefe  I  moft  earneftJy  recommend  to  the  notice  and  pro- 
rifion  of  the  Congrefs. 

I  find  mjffelf  already  much  emharraiTed,  for  want  of 
a  military  cheft.  Thefe  ernbarralTments  will  encreafe 
every  day  :  I  rnuft  therefore  requeft  that  money  may 
fee  forwarded  as  foon  as  poflible.      The   want   of  this 

moft 
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mod  necelTiiy  article  »vill  (I  fear)  produce  great  inoi. 
veaiences,  if  noc  prevented  by  an  early  attentfoft,  I  i  id 
the  arm/ in  general,  and  th*  troop*  raifei  in  MifTachu- 
fetts  in  particahr,  very  deficient  in  neceflary  clothing 
Upon  inquiry  there  appears  no  probability  of  obtaining 
any  fupplies  in  this  quarter  :  and,  on  the  belt  conuder- 
ation  of  this  rmtter  I  am  able  to  form,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  number  of  hunting  (hires  (not  lels  than  ten  thou*. 
fand)  would  in  a  great  decree  remove  this  difficulty,  in 
the  cheaped  and  quickeft  minner.  I  knnw  nothing  ia 
a  fpeculative  view,  more  trivial,  yet  if  put  in  practice, 
would  have  a  happ.er  tendency  to  unite  the  men,  and 
abolifh  thofe  provincial  diftmtfcions  whicii  lead  to  jea* 
loufy  and  diffatisfa&ion. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  letter,  I  mentioned  the  want 
of  engineers.  I  can  hardly  exprefs  the  difappoint* 
ment  I  have  experienced  on  this  fubjec~l,~— the  (kill  of 
thofe  we  have  being  very  imperfect,  and  confined  to 
the  mere  manual  exercife  of  cannon  ;  whereas  the  wa* 
in  which  we  are  engaged  requires  a  knowledge,  com- 
prehending the  duties  of  the  field,  and  fortification.  If 
any  perfons  thus  qualified  are  to  be  found  in  the  fouth- 
ern  colonies,  it  would  be  of  great  public  fervice  to  for- 
ward them  with  all  expedition. 

Upon  the  article  of  ammunition,  I  muft;  re-echo  the 
former  complaints  on  this  fubje&.  We  are  fo  exceed- 
ingly deftituts:  that  our  artillery  will  be  of  little  ufe 
without  a  fupply  both  large  and  feafonable.  What  we 
have  muft  be  referved  for  the  fmall  arms,  and  that  man- 
aged with  the  utmolt  frugality. 

Vol.  I.  A  a  a  Th« 
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The  flate  of  the  army  you  will  find  ascertained  with 
tolerable  precifion  in  the  returns  which  accompany  this 
letter.  Upon  finding  the  number  of  men  to  fail  fo  far 
fhort  of  the  euablifhment,  and  below  all  expectation,  I 
immediately  called  a  council  of  the  general  officers, 
whofe  opinion  (as  to  the  mode  of  filling  tfp  the  regi- 
ments, and, providing  for  the  prefent  exigency)  I  have 
the  honour  of  incloGng  together  with  the  bell  judgment 
we  are  able  to  form  of  the  minifterial  troops.  From  the 
number  of  &oys,  deferters  and  negroes,  that  have  been 
enhfled  in  the  troops  of  this  province,  I  entertain  foma 
doubts  whether  the  number  required  can  be  raifed  here  : 
and  all  the  general  officers  agrse  that  no  dependence  can 
be  put  on  the  militia,  for  a  continuance  in  camp,  or  re- 
gularity and  difcipline  during  the  Ihort  time  they  may 
flay.  This  unhappy  and  devoted  province  has  been  fo 
long  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  and  the  yoke  been  laid  fo 
heavily  on  it,  that  great  allowances  are  to  be  made  for 
troops  railed  under  fuch  circumltances.  The  deficiency 
of  numbers,  difcipline,  and  (tores,  can  only  lead  to  this 
conclusion,  that  their  fpirit  has  exceeded  their  urength. 
But  at  the  fame  time  I  would  humbly  fubmit  to  the 
confideration  of  Congrefs  the  propriety  of  making  fome 
further  provifion  of  men  from  the  other  colonies.  If 
thefe  regiments  mould  be  completed  to  their  eftablifh- 
ment,  the  difmiffion  of  thofe  unfit  for  duty  on  account 
of  their  age  and  character  would  occ^fion  a  confiderable 
reduction  ;  and,  at  all  events,  they  have  been  enlifled 
upon  fuch  terms,  that  they  may  be  di  {banded  when  o- 
ther  troops  arrive.  But  mould  my  apprehenfions  be 
realized,  and  the  regiments  here  be  not    filled    up,   the 

public 
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public  caafe  would  fuffer  by  an  abfolute  dependence 
upon  fo  doubtful  an  event,  unlefs  fome  provifion  is 
made  againfl  (uch  a  difappointment. 

It  requires  no  military  (k;l!,  to  judge  of  th§  difficul- 
ty of  introduciig  proper  difciphne  and  fubordination 
into  an  army  while  we  have  the  enemy  in  view/and  are 
in  daily  expe&atbn  of  an  attack;  but  it  is  of  fo  much 
importance  that  every  effort  will  be  mad^,  which  time 
and  circumftances  wiil  adiiit.  In  true  mean  time  I 
have  a  fincere  pleafure  in  obferving  tha^t  thetj*are  mate- 
rials for  a  good  army — agreat  number  of  afcle  bodied 
men,  active,  zealous  in  the  caufe  and  of  unquaiiionable 
courage. 

I  am  now,  fir,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  fa- 
vour of  the  twenty  eighth,  inclofing  the  resolutions  of 
Congrels,  of  the  twenty  feventh  ultimo,  and  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany  :  to  all  which  I 
fhall  pay  due  attention. 

Generals  Gates,  and  Sullivan,  have  both  arrived  in 
good  health. 

My  belt  abilities  are  at  all  times  devoted  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  country  :  but  I  feel  the  weight,  importance, 
and  variety  of  my  prefent  duties  too  fenubly,  not  to 
wifh  a  more  immediate  and  frequent  communication 
with  the  Congrefs.  I  fear  it  may  often  happen  in  the 
courfe  el  our  prefent  operations,  that  I  fhalJ  need  that 
affiilance  and  direction  from  them,  which  time  and  dif- 
tance  will  not  allow  me  to  receive. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  alfo  to  acknowledge 
your  favour  of  the  fourth  iaiknt  by  Fetfenden,  aad  the 

receipt 
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receipt  of  the  commiffions,  and  articles  of  war.  The 
former  are  yet  eight  hundred  (hort  of  the  number  requir- 
ed. 1  his'  deficiency  you  willjpleale  to  fupply  as  foon 
as  vou  conveniently  can.  Among  the  other  returns,  I 
havealfo  fent  one  otour  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing, 
in  the  late  action  ;  but  have  been  able  to  procure  no  cer- 
tain account  of  the  lofs  of  the  minifterial  troops.  My 
beft  intelligence  fixes  it  at  about  five  hundred  killed, 
and  fix  or  feven  hundred  wounded  :  but  it  is  no  more 
than  conjecture, — the  utmofl  pains  being  taken  on  their 
fide  to  conceal  it, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P,  S.  Having  ordered  the  commanding  officer  to 
give  me  the  earlieft  intelligence  ot  every  motion  of  the 
erumy  by  land  or  water,  difcernable  from  the  heights  of 
his  camp,  I  this  inilant,  as  I  was  doling  my  letter,  re- 
ceived the  inclcled  from  the  brigade  major.  The  de- 
fign  ol  this  manoeuvre  1  know  not : — perhaps  it  may  be 
to  make  a  defcent  femewhere  aldng  the  coaft  : — it  may 
be  for  New- York  ;  or  it  may  be  pra&ifed  as  a  decepti- 
on on  us*  1  thought  it  not  improper  however  to  men- 
tion the  matter  to  vou  :  I  have  done  the  fame  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  New- York;  and  1  fhall  let  it 
be  known  to  the  committee  of  fafety  here,  fo  thai; 
intelligence  may  be  communicated,  as  they  (hail  think 
beft,  along  the  fea  coaft  ot  this  government. 

The 
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The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  11  h  July,  re- 
ceived information  that  there  were  two  companies  of 
rifle  men  raifed  in  Lancajhr  inftead  of  one.  Resolvtd, 
That  both  be  taken  into  the  continental  fervice. 


Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  nth,  1775.' 

Parole,  Guilford,  Countersign,  Hartford, 

The  court  martial  of  which  colonel  William  Prcf- 
cot,  was  prehdent  is  diff  >lved.  A  general  court  mar- 
tial to  be  affembled  at  Cambridge  as  foon  as  poflible, 
to  try  fuch  prifoners  as  fhal)  be  brought  before  them,  all 
evidences  and  uerfons  concerned    to  attend  the  court. 

The  general  underfbmding,  there  is  a  bad  cuftom 
prevailing  ot  the  non  commiffioaed  officers  and  foldiers, 
absenting  themfelves  from  guar?,  under  pretence,  of 
going  for  proviGons  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  all 
officers,  andfoldiers,  bring  their  provifions  to  the  guard 
they  mount,  and  on  no  pretence  quit  their  guard,  until 
it  is  regularly  difmiiled. 

Notwithstanding  the  orders  of  the  provincial  Con- 
grefs,  fome  perfons  are  fo  daring  as  to  fupply  the  fol- 
diers  wich  immoderate  quantities  of  rum,  and  other 
fpirituous  liquors,  any  futler,  tavernkeeper,  or  licenced 
Innholder,  who  (hall  prefurne  after  the  date  of  this8order 
to  fell  to  any  noncommifTioned  officer,  or  foldier,  any 
fpirituous  liquors  whatfoever,  without  an  order  in  writ- 
ing, from  the  captain  of  the  company  to  which  fuch 
non  commiflioned  officer  and  foldier  belongs ;  he  or  they, 
fo  offending,  may  expeti  to  be  feverely  punifhed. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ward,  prefident  of  the  court-martial. 

Head 
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Head  Quarters,Cambridge,  July  12^,1775. 
Parole,  Falmouth,  Countersign,    Worcejler, 

The  adjutant  general,  will  deliver  at  orderly  time, 
a  certain  number  of  printed  returns  to  the  adjutant  of 
each  regiment,- fo  that  no  excufe  can  for  the  future  be 
admitted  for  not  making  regular  and  exa&  returns  when 
demanded,  as  it  is  only  filling  up  the  blanks  with  the 
numbers  proper  to  be  placed  in  them.  The  comrnand- 
der  in  chief  will  not  for  the  tuture  admit  of  any  pallia* 
tive  for  making  a  falfe  return,  and  is  reiblved  to  bring 
any  officer  of  what  rank  foever  to  a  court  martial  who  is 
found  delinquent. 

When  any  trumpeter  or  flag  of  truce,  is  fent  from 
Bcdon  or  any  poll  occ^ipiei  by  the  enemy;  they  are 
to  be  flopped  by  the  firft  fentry  they  are  permitted  to 
approach,  who  is  to  call  for  the  ferjeant  of  the  guard, 
who  will  conduct  them  to  the  officer  of  his  guard,  and 
fuch  trumpeter  or  flag  of  truce,  is  not  to  be  allowed  to 
ftir  one  flep  beyoud  that  guard.  The  officer  com* 
manding  the  guard,  will  lend  any  letter  or  mefiages 
Lrcught  hem  the  enemy,  immediately  to  the  command* 
er  in  chief,  and  to  no  other  pei  ion* 

A  general  court  martial  of  line  to  fet  at  head  quar- 
ters in  Cambridge  to  monow  moring  at  nine  o'clock,  to> 
try  colcnel  Seammons  of  the  MafiachufeUs  forces,  ac- 
cufed  of  backwardneis  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  in, 
the  late  action  upon  Bunker's  hill  ;  the  adjutant  of  colo- 
nel Seammon's  regiment  tc  warn  all  evidences  and  per- 
rons 
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Ions  concerned  to  attend  the   court.       Colonel   Nixon, 
prefident  of  the  above  court- 

The  Continental  Congref  on  the   12th  July,  agreed  at 

follows : 

That  (he  fecuring  and  preferving  the  friendfhip   of 
the  Indian  nations  appears  to  be  a  fubjea  of  the  utirjift 
moment  to  thefe  colonies,— That  there  is  too  much  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  that  admini  ft  ration  will  fpare  no  pains 
to  excite  the  feveral  nations  of  Iiiiians  to  take   up  arms 
againft  thefe  colonies  ;  and  that  it  becomes  us  to  be  ve- 
ry active  and  vigilant  in  exerting  every  prudent    means 
to  ftrengthen  and  confirm  the  friendly    difpofition    to- 
wards thefe  colonies,  which  has  long   prevailed   among 
the  northern  tribes,  and  which  hai>  been  lately  manifeft. 
ed  by  fome  of  thofe  to  the  fouthward.     As  the  Indians 
depend  on  the  colonics   for  arms,    ammunition,   and 
cloathing,  which  are  become  neceiTary  to   their  fabQ fi- 
ance, that  commiilionsrs  be  appointed  by  this  Congrefs 
to  fuperintend  Indian  affairs  in  behalf  of  thofe  colonies. 
•—That  there  be  three  departments  of  Indians,  the  north- 
ern, middle,  and  fouthern.     The  northern  to  extend  fo 
far  fouth  as  to  include  the  whole  ot  the    Indians   known 
by  the  name  of  the  fix  nations,  and  all  the  Indians  north- 
ward of  thofe   nations.     The  fouthern    departme  ont 
extend  fo  far  north  as  to  include  the  Cherokees,    and  all 
the  Indians  that  may  be  to  the  So  jthvard  of  them.  The 
middle  to  contain  the  Indian  nations   that  lie   between 
the  other  two  departments. — That    five  commiffioners 

fee 
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be  appointed  for  the  fouthern  department.— -That  for 
each  of  the  other  two  department  there  be  appointed 
three  commiffioners. — That  the  commidiDners  have 
power  to  treat  with  the  Indians  in  their  refoe&ive  de- 
partments, in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  united  co- 
lonies, in  order  to  preferve  peace  and  friend  fhir>  with 
the  faid  Indiins,  and  to  prevent  their faking  iqV  put  in 
the  prefent  commotions. — That  the  commiffi  >aers  for 
the  fouthern  department  receive  from  the  continental 
treafury  the  fum  of  io,coo  dolls,  the  commissioners  for 

the  middle  and  norther  n  department  the  fum  of  6566, 
dollars    and    two   thirds    for  each   of   their    refpecjtve 

departments,  for  defraying  the  expence  of    trea  ies  and 
prefents  to  the  Indians. — T  lat  the   com  uiilioners   ref- 
pe&ively  have  power  to  take  to  their  aflifrance   gentle- 
men of  influence  among  the  Indians  in  whom  they  cart 
confide,  and  to  appoint  agents,  re  Tiding  near    or   among 
the  Indians,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  the  fuperintendants 
and  their  emiflaries. — That  in  cafe   the    commissioners 
for  the  refpective  diftncts  or  any  one  of  them    in  either 
diftrict  fhall  have  fatisfactory  proof,  that  the  king's   fu- 
perintendants,  their  deputies  or   agents,    or  any    o.her 
pei(on  whatfoever,  are  active  in  liming  up  or  inciting 
the  Indians  or  any  of  them,  to  become   inimical    to  the 
American  colonies,  fuch  commissioner  or    commission- 
ers ought  tocaufefich  lupeninendatts  or  other  offlmd- 
ertobe  feized  and  kept  in  fate  cuftod;  until  order  fhall 
be  taken  therein  by  a  majority  of  the   commissioners   of 
the  diftricts  where  fuch  feizure  is  made,  or  by  the  con- 
tinental Congrefs,  or  a   committee  of  faid    C<  ngrefs,   to 
whom  fuch  feizure,  with  the  caufes  of  it,  fhall  as  loon  as 

pof- 
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possiWe  afte.  be  made  kno-vn  —That  the  com  ni  isionera 
flu)   exhibit  fair  recounts  oi  fhe  exp     diture  of  all  m  >• 
nies  by  them  1  fpe&tvely  to  be  r$c«ived  for  the  purpo- 
fes  aforefiid  .0  even   fucceedin^  continental    Con  jrefs, 
or  committee  of  Con^reTs,  together  with  a  getidral  itate 
of  Indian  affairs  in  their  feveral  departments  ;   inv  order 
that  the  colonies  may  be  informcJ  from   time   to    time 
of  every  fuch  matter  as  may  concern  them  to  kiow  and 
avail  themfelves  of  for  the  benefit  o»  the  common  ca  ife. 
That  as  there  is  a  feminary  for  the  inftru&ion  of  Indian 
youth,  which  has  been    eftabiifhed    under  the   care    of 
Do&or  Wheelock  on  Connecticut  river ;    and  as  there 
are  nine  or  ten  Indian  youths  at  that  fchool,  chieflv  from 
the  tribes  reuding  in   Quebec ;  and  as  for  want  of  a  pro- 
per fund,    there   is  danger  that  these    youths    may   be 
fent  back  to  their  friends,  which  will    probably   excite 
jealoufy  and  diftruft,  and  be  attended   with  bad   confe- 
quences,  the   comrriiflioners    for    Indian   affairs   in  the 
northern  department  be    authonfed  to   receive,   out    of 
the  continental  treafury,  a  fum  not  exceeding  Qve  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  applied  by  them  for    the   lupport  of 
faid  Indian  youths. 

On  motion  mad.-,  Rcjolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  devile  ways  and  means  to  proteft 
the  trade  of  thefe  colonies. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  talks 
to  the  Indians,  reported  the  fame  in  Congrefs  on  the 
13th  July,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

V01. 1.  Bbb  Afpeecb 
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A .Speech    to  the    fix   Confederate   Nations,   Mohawks, 

Oneidas,    Tuscaroras,    Cayagas,  Senekas,  from    the 

twelve  United  Colonies,  convened  in  Council  at  Phila* 

ft 
delpL*,. 

BROTHERS,  SACHEMS  &  WARRIORS, 

WE,  the  delegates  from 
the  twelve  united  provinces,  viz.  Ncw-Hampfhire,  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay,    Rhode- IJiand,     Connecticut,    New -York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  three   lower   Counties   of 
Newcajtle,  Kent,  and   Suffex  on   Delaware,   Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South- Carolina,  now  fit- 
ting in  general  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,   fend  this  talk 
to  you  our  brothers.      We  are   fixty    five    in  number, 
chofen  and  appointed  by  the  people  throughout  all  thefe 
provinces  and  colonies,  to  meet  and  lit  together  in  one 
great  council,  to  confult  together  for  the  common  good 
of  the  land  and  fpeak  and  aft  for  them. 

Brothers,  in  our  confultation  we  have  judged  it  pro* 
per  and  neceflary  to  fend  you  this  talk,  as  wq  are  upon 
the  fame  IQand,  that  you  may  be  informed  ot  the  rea- 
fons  of  this  great  council,  the  fituation  of  our  civil  con- 
flitution,  and  our  difpofition  towards  you  our  Indian 
brothers  ot  the  fix  nations  and  their  allies. 

(Three  Strings,  or  a  small  Belt.) 

BROTHERS  b*  FRIENDS,  NOW  All  EN  Dt 

WHEN   our  Fathers  crofted  the 

great  wa'er  and  came  over  to  this  land,  the  king  of  Eng- 

'  land  gave  them  a  ta  k  ;  alluring  them  that  they  and  their 

chii- 
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children  fhould  be  his  children,  and  that  if  they  would 
leave  their  native  country  and  make  fettlemeats,  and 
live  here,  and  buy,  and  fell,  artd  trade  with  their  breth- 
ren beyond  the  water,  they  mould  Hill  keep  hold  of 
the  fame  covenant  chain  and  enjoy  peace.  And  it  was 
covenanted,  that, the  fields,  houfes,  goods,  and  poffeffions 
which  our  fathers  mould  acquire,  mould  remain  to 
them  as  their  own,  and  be  their  children's  forever  and 
at  their  fole  difpofal. 

Trufting  that  this  covenant  mould  never  be  bro- 
ken, our  fathers  rme  a  great  diftance  beyond  the  great 
water,  hid  out  their  money  here,  built  houfes,  cleared 
fields,  raifed  crops  and  through  their  own  labour  and 
induftry  grew  tall  and  ftrong. 

They  have  bought,  fold  and  traded  w'th  England 
according  to  agreement,  fending  to  them  fuch  things 
as  they  wanted,  and  taking  in  exchange  fuch  things  as 
were  wanted  here. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  people  kept  the   way 
open  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  and  by  our  trade 
became  richer,  and  by  a  union    with    us,   greater   and^. 
ftronger  than  the  other  kings  and  people  who  Jten   afked 
yond  the  water.  .dfhip    with  us  as 

All  this  time  they  lived  in  great  fr" 
and  we  with  them  for  we  are  brothd"°ged  *e  were  exceed. 

,  js  well  kill  us,  as  take  a- 
Whenever  th.r   were  ft™*^  of  llfe._Wc  have 

though  the  blow  had  been  g£  ? ^^  ^^  of 

W8re  our  enemie..  ^  fuppllcadons  ,0  thetn ,  Who 

the  king  to  the  cries. of  his  children 
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Whenever  they  went  to  war,  we  fent  our  men  to 
Hand  bv  their  fide  and  fight  for  them,  and  our  money 
to  help  them  and  make  themftrong. 

They  thanked  us  for  our  love  and  fent  us  good  talks, 
an^  renewed  their  promife  to  be  one  people  for- 
ever. 

BROTHERS  &  FRIENDS,  OPEN  A  KIND  EASrf 

WE,  will  now  tell  you  of 
the  quarrel  betwixt  the  counsellors  ot  king  George  and 
the  inhabitants  and  colonies  of  America. 

Many  of  his  councilors  are  pioud  and  wicked  men. 
—They  perfuade  the  king  to  break  the  covenant  chain, 
and  not  to  fend  us  any  more  good  talks.  A  confidera- 
ble  number  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  enter  into  a 
new  ccverantagairft  us,  and  have  torn  afunder  andcaft 
behind  their  back*  the  good  old  covenant  which  their 
anceliors  and  ours  entered  into  and  took  ftrong  hold 
of. 

They  now  tell  us  they  will  flip  their  hand  into  our 
fofis  o*£t  without  afking,  as   though   it  were   their  own  ; 
ilitution,  and  pleafure  they  will   take   from  us  our  char- 
brothers  ot  the,  trivil  conftitution,  which  we    love  as  our 
ntations,  our  houfes  and  goods  when- 
hout  afking  oar  leave.— That  our 
(rAr"5'm'Iflandinthefea,  but  to   this  or 
brothers  &  friends,  NOh  fhall  not    trade  any   more.— 
WHi-nliaiice  with    thsfe  new  or- 
great  wa  er  and  came  over  to  tlrs# 
'  land  gave  them  a  ta  k  ;  alluring  t.  Ur€h 
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Brothers,  this  is  our  prefent  Gtuation— thus  hare 
many  oi  the  king*!  counfellors  and  fervants  dealt  with  us. 
It  we  fubmi  ,  or  comply  with  their  demands,  you  can 
eafily  perceive  to  what  (late  we  will  be  reduced.— If  our 
people  labour  on  the  field,  they  will  not  know  who  fhall 
c  joy  t he  crop. — If  they  hunt  in  the  woods,  it  will  be 
uncertain  who  (lull  tafte  of  the  meat  or  have  the 
fkms. — If  they  bui)d  houfes  they  will  not  know  whether 
they  may  fit  roun  i  the  fire,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren.  Tney  cannot  be  fure  whether    they    fhall   be 

permitted  ro  eat.  drink,  and  wear  the  fruits  of  their  own 
lahoui  and  induftry. 

JirotbcrzlS'  Friends  lifthe  Six  Nations,  Attend, 

WE  upon  this  Island 
have  often  Cooke  and  intreated  the  king  and  his  fervants 
the  councellos,  that  peace  and  harmony  might  dill  con- 
tinue between  ut — that  we  cannot  part  with  or  ioole  our 
hold  of  the  old  covenant  chain  which  united  our  fathers 
and  then  s— that  we  want  to  brighten  this  chain— and 
keep  the  way  open  as  our  fathers  did  ;  that  we  want 
to  live  with  them  as  brothers,  labour,  trade,  travel  a- 
bioad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We  have  often  afked 
them  to  love  us  and  live  in  fuch  friendship  with  us  as 
then  fathers  did  with  ours. 

We  told  triem  again  that  we  judged  we  were  exceed., 
ingly  injured,  that  they  might  as  well  kill  us,  as  take  a- 
way  our  property  and  the    neceiTanes  of  life. — We  have 

ailed  why  they  treat  us  thus  ? What  has  become  of 

our  repeated  addreffts  and  fupplications  to  them?  Who 
hath  Ihut  the  ears  of  the  king  to  the  cries  of  his  children 

ia 
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in  America  ?     No   Foft  anfwer no  pleafent   voice 

from  beyond  the  water  has  yet  founded  in  our  ears. 

Brothers,  thus  ftrnds  the  matter  betwixt  Old  Eng* 
land  and  America,      You  Indians  know  how  things  are 

proportioned  in  a  family between  the  father  and  the 

fon the  child  carries  a  little   pack England  we 

regard  as  the  father this  I  (land  may  be  compared  to 

the  fon. 

The  father  has  a  numerous  family— —both  at  home 

and  upon  this  Ifland. He  appoints  agreat  number 

of  fervants  to  affifl  him  in  the  government  of  his  family. 
In  procefs  of  time,  fame  of  his  fervants  grow  proud  and 

ill  natuied they  were  difpleafed  to   fee  the    boy  fo 

alert  and  walk  on  fo  nimbly  with  his  pack.  ^They 
tell  the  father  and  advife  him  to  enlarge  the  child's  pack 

—  they  prevail the  pack  is  increafed the  child 

takes  it   up   again as   he   thought   it   might  be  the 

father's  pleafuie fpeaks  but  few  words ^-thofe  ve- 

ry  fmall for  he  was  loth  to  offend  the  father.   Thofe 

proud  and  wicked  fervants  rinding  they  had  prevailed, 
laughed  to  fee  the  boy  fweat  and  dagger  under  his  in- 
creafed load.  By  and  by,  they  apply  to  the  father  to 
double  the  boy's  pack,  becaufe  they  heard  him  com- 
plain— and  without  any  realon  faid  the) —he  is  a  crofs 

child— coneel  him  if  he  complains  any  more. The 

boy  intreats  the  father— addreSes  the  great  fervants  in 
a  decent  manner,  that  the  pack  might  be  lightened— he 
could  not  go  any  farther.— humbly  a&s,  if  the  old  fa- 
thers,  in  any  of  the  records,  had  defcribed  fuch  a  pack 
fcr  the  child— after  all  the  tears  and  intreaties  of  tr,e 
child— the  pack  is  redoubled— the  child    fiacd*  a  little, 

w  bit* 
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while  daggering  under  the  weight — ready  to  fall  every 
moment — however,  he  entreats  the  father  once  more, 
though  Co  faint  he  could  only  lifo  out  his  lafl  humbla 
fupplication— .vaits  a  while — do  voice  returns.-— The 
child  concludes  the  father  could  not  hear— thofe  proud 
fervants  hud  intercepted  his  fu  plications,  or  flopped 
the  ears  of  the  father.-^  He  therefore  gives  one  ftrugglsr 
and  throws  off  the  pack,  and  fiys  he  canaot  talcs  it 
up  again— fuch  a  weight  would  crufh  him  down  and 
kill  him— and  he  can  but  die  if  he  refufes. 

Upon  this,,  thofe  fervants  are  very  wroth — and  tell 
the  father  many  falfe  ftories  refpe^ing  the  child— thr/ 
bring  a  great  cudgel  to  the  father,  afking  him  to  taks  it 
in  his  hand  and  ftrike  the  child. 

This  may  ferve  to  illustrate  the  prefent condition  of 
the  king's  American  fubjetts  or  children. 

Amida  thefe  oppreffions  we  now  and  then  hear  a 
molifying  and  reviving  voice  from  fome  of  the  king's 
wife  counfellors,  who  are  our  friends  and  feel  for  our 
diftVefses,  when  they  heard  cur  complaints  and  our 
cries,  they  applied  to  the  king,  alio  told  thofe  wicked 
fervants,  that  this  child  in  America  was  not  a  crofs  boy,  it 
had  fufficient  reafon  for  crying,  and  if  the  caufe  of  its 
complaint  was  neglecled,  it  would  foon  afTume  the  voics 
of  a  man,  plead  tor  judice  like  a  man,  and  defend  its 
rights  and  fupport  the  old  covenant  chain  of  the  fathers. 

BROTHERS  LISTEN/ 

Notwithstanding  all  our  intreaties 
we  have  but  little  hope  the  king  will  fend  us  any  more 
good  talks,  by  reafon  of  his   e?ii  counfellors ;  they  have 

periuadee 
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perfuaded  ham  *o  fend  an  army  of  fbldiers  and  mwjr 
fhips  of  war,  >o  rcb  and  deftrov  us.  They  have  fhut 
up  mam  or »  ur  harbours,  feized  and  taken  into  pof- 
fefliob  many  of  our  vefifcis :  the  foldiers  have  (truck  i  e 
New,  k; lied  fome  of  our  people,  the  blood  now  ru-.s  of 
the  American  children  :  they  have  alfo  burned  jur 
houfes  and  towns,  and  taken  much  of  our  goods. 

Brothers !  we  are  now  necefsitared  to  ri'e,  and  foic.  d 
to  fight,  or  give  up  our  civil  constitution,  run  away  a. id 
leave  our  farms  and  houfes  behind  us.  Tins  muft  not 
be.  Since  the  king's  wicked  council  ns  will  not  ope* 
their  ears,  and  conuder  our  juft  complaints,  and  u*e 
caufe  of  our  weeping,  and  hath  given  the  blow,  we  arc 
determined  to  drive  away  the  king's  foldiers,  and  to  k  11 
and  deflroy  all  thofe  wicked  men  we  find  in  arms  a- 
gainft  the  peace  of  the  twelve  united  colonies  upon  this 
liland.  We  think  our  caule  is  juft;  therefore  hope 
God  will  be  on  our  fide.  We  do  not  take  up  the  hatch- 
et and  flruggle  for  honour  and  eonquelt;  but  to  nain* 
tain  our  civil  constitution  and  religious  privileges,  the 
very  fame  for  which  our  forefathers  ieit  their  native 
land  and  came  to  this  country. 

BROTHERS  &  FRIENDS! 

WE  defire  you  will  hear  and  receive 
what  we  have  now  told  you,  and  that  you  w  li  open 
a  good  ear  and  liften  to  what  we  ar  •  m  w  going  to  fay, 
1  his  is  a  family  quarrel  between  us  and  Old  Ergland. 
You  Indians  are  not  concerned  in  it.  We  don't  wifh 
you  to  take  up  the  hatchet  againft  the    king's   troops. 

Wc 
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We  defire  you  to  remain  at  horns,  and  not  join  on  ei- 
ther fide,  bat  keep  the  hatchet  buried  deep.  In  tho 
narneand.behalt  of  all  our  people  we  afk  and  defire  y  m 
to  1ov*»  peace  and  maintain  it,  and  to  love  and  fyinoa- 
thizr  with  us  in  our  troubles ;  that  the  path  miy  be  kept 
open  with  all  our  people  and  yours,  to  pafs  and  repafi 
without  moleftation. 

Brothers  !  we  live  upon  the  fame  ground  if ith  you. 
The  iame  I  Hand  is  our  common  birth-place.  Wede- 
lire  to  fit  down  under  the  fame  tree  of  peace  with  you  : 
let  us  water  its  roots  and  chcrifh  its  growth,  till  the  lar^e 
leaves  and  flourifhmg  branches  (hall  extend  to  the  let- 
ting fun,  and  reach  the  fkies, 

BROTHERS  OBSERVE  WELL  I 

What  is  it  we  have  asked  of 

you  ? Nothing  but  peace,  notwithstanding  our  pre* 

fant  dillurbed  fituation and  if  application  mould  b* 

made  to  you  by  any  of  the  king'sunwife  and  vicked  min- 
ifters  to  join  on  their  fide. —  We  only  advife  yju  to  de- 
liberate with  great  caution,  and  in  your  wifdom  look 
forward  to  the  confequences  of  a  compliance.  For  if 
the  king's  troops  take  a  way  our  property,  and  deftroy 
us  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  themfelves— what 
can  you,  who  are  Indians,  expeft  from  them  after* 
wards. 

Therefore  we  fay,  Brothers,  take   care hold   fall 

to  your  covenant  chain.....  You  now  know  our  difpofi- 
tion  towards  you,  the  fix  nations  of  Indians,  and  your 
allies... .Let  this  our  good  talk  remain  at  Onondaga, 
jour  central  council  houfe.     We  depend  upon  you  to 

Vol,  I.  C  c  c  lend 
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fend  and  acquaint  your  allies  to  the  northward,  the 
feven  tribes  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  that  you  have 
this  talk  of  oars  at  the  great  council  fire  of  the  fix 
nations.  And  when  they  return,  we  invite  your  great 
men  to  come  and  converfe  farther  with  us  at  Albany, 
where  we  intend  to  re-kindle  the  council  fire,  which 
your  and  our  anceftors  fat  round  in  great  friend- 
Ibip. 

Brothers  and  Friends  t 

We  greet  you  all, 

.;.*""  Farewell. 


(The  large  Belt  of  Intelligence  and  Declaration  ) 

BROTHERS ! 

WE  have  faid  we   wifh  you  Indians  may 
Continue  in  peace  with  one  another,  .and    with   us  the 
white  people.      Let  us  both  be  cautious  in  our  behavi- 
our towards  each  other  at  this   critical    fiate  of   affairs. 
This  lfland  now  trembles,  the  wind  whiftles   from  al- 
moft  every  quarter — let  us  fortify  our  minds   and    (hut 
our  ears  againft  falfe  run>ours-~let  us  be  cautious   what 
we  receive  for  truth,  uclefs    fpoken  by  wife  and  good 
men.      If  any  thing  diiagreeable  fhould    ever    fall   out  * 
between  us,  the  twelve  united  colonies,  and  you  the  fix 
nations,  to  wound  our    peace,  let  us  immediately   feek 
meafures  for  healing  the  breach.     From  the  preient  li- 
tualion  of  our  affairs,  we  judge  it  wife  and  expedient  to 

kindle 
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kindle  up  1  fmall  council  fire  at  Albany,  where  we  may 
hear  each  others  voice,  and  difcloje  our  aands  more  tal- 
ly to  each  other. 

(A  Small  Belt.) 

Coflgrefi?  ordered,  that  a  fimtlar  ta1^  be  prepared  for 
r  in  lian  nations,  preferving  ths  tenor  of  the  £- 
fng  it  fa  as  tto  fuit  the  Indians  in  the  fe- 
deral departments.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  comrnlffioners  for  Indian  affairs,  and  agreed  that  thi 
nomination  of  commi(Ii>ners  for  the  ibuthsrn  de- 
partment be  pofiponed.  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Henry, 
and  Mr.  Wilfon  were  unanimoufly  ele&ed  for  the 
middle  department. 

Major  general  Philip  Schuyler,  major  Jofeph  Haw- 
lev,  Mr.  Turbot  Francis,  Mr.  Oliver  Wolcott,  and 
Mr.  Volkert  P-  Douw,  were  chofen  for  the  northern 
-department. 


Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  1 3/A,  1775.' 

Parole,  Georgia,  Countersign,  Huntingdon. 

As  the  army  will  be  forthwith  formed  into  brigades. 
The  adjutant  general  will  at  orderly  time  this  day,  de- 
liver to  the  adjutant  of  each  regiment  a  number  of  print- 
ed returns,  one  of  which  mufl  be  immediately  filled  up, 
and  figned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment, and  Cent  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the  adjutant  gener- 
al ;  by  the  adjutant  of  each  regiment  on  the  back  of  the 
return,  it  will  be  necellary  to  mention,  where  and  in 
what  manner,  the  regiment  is  at  prefent  polled, 

The 
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The  commanding  officer  at  Chelcea  is  as  foon  as 
poflible  after  the  receipt  of  this  order,  to  direct  all  the 
cattle  upon  Pallia  point,  Shirley  point,  and  the  inter- 
mediate fpace  between  Powder-Horn  hill,  and  the  fea, 
to  be  driven  off,  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  com- 
manding general,  to  endeavour  to  agree  with  the  own- 
ers or  the  faid  cattle,  and  to  puichafe  them  for  the  ule 
of  the  army. 


Head  Quarters, Cambridge,  July  14^,1775* 

Parole,  Halifax,  Countersign,  Invernejs. 

As  the  health  of  an  army  principally  depends  upon 
cleanlinefs,  it  is  recommended  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
to  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  pofts,  and  detach- 
ments, to  be  ftri£Uy  diligent  in  ordering  the  neceffarys  to 
be  filled  up  once  a  week,  and  new  ones  dug  ;  the  ftreetJ 
of  the  encampment  and  lines  io  be  fwept  daily,  and  all 
offal  and  carrion  near  the  camp  to  be  immediately  buri- 
ed :  the  officers  commanding  in  barracks,  or  quarters,  to 
be  anlwerabie  that  they  are  fwept  every  morning,  and 
all  filth  and  dirt  removed  from  about  the  houfes  ;  next 
to  cleanlinefs,  nothing  is  more  conducive  to  a  foidiers 
health  than  areffing  his  provifions  in  a  decent  a.nd  pro- 
per manner.  The  officers  commanding  companies 
fhould  therefore  daiEy  infpccl  the  camp  kitchens,  and 
fee  the  men  drefs  th<-ir  food  in  a  wholefome  way. 

The  commanding  officers  in  thofe  parts  of  the  lines 
afc«j  redoubts,  where  the  pikes  are  placed  will  order  the 

fcuar- 
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quarter  matters  of  corps,  to  fee  the  pikes  greafed  twice 
a  week.  They  are  to  be  anfwerable  alfo  that  the  piket 
aic  kept  clean,  at  d  always  ready  and  fit  for  fervice. 

Tiie  general  obferving  great  remiftnefs  and  negle6% 
in  the  feveral  guards  in  and  about  the  camp,  orders  in© 
officer  commandm g  any  guard,  to  turn  out  his  guard 
immediately  upon  the  near  approach  of  ihe  commanded 
In  chief,  or  anyot  the  general  officrs,  and  upon  paffing 
the  wuajd  ;  the  commander  in  chief,  is  to  be  receved 
*  itra  retted  arms ;  rhe  officer  to  falute,  and  the  drums  to 
beat  a  march  ;  the  majors  generals  with  refted  arms,  the 
tffficer  to  laiute,  and  the  drams  to  beat  two  ruffles.  The 
brigadiers  general  with  refted  arms,  the  officer  ro  falute, 
and  the  drums  to  beat  one  ruffle.  There  being  forne 
lU  g  awkward,  as  well  as  improper,  in  the  general  offi- 
cers being  (lopped  at  the  out  polls,  asked  for  pafles  by 
the  (entry's,  and  obliged  often  to  (end  tor  the  officer  of 
the  tuard  (vhoit  fometimes  happens  is  as  much  unac- 
quainted with  the  perfons  of  the  generals  as  the  private 
mer,)  before  they  can  pafs  in,  or  out;  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  both  officers  and  men,  to  make  themfelves  ac- 
quainted with  the  perfons  01  all  the  officers  in  general 
command  ;  and  in  the  mean  while  to  prevent  miftakes. 
The  general  officers  and  their  aids-decamp  will  be  dif- 
tinguuhed  in  cne  following  manner. 

The  commander  in  chief,  by  a  light  blue  ribband 
wore  acrois  his  bread,  between  his  coat  and  waifl  coat. 
The  majors  and  brigadiers  general,  by  a  pink  ribband 
wore  in  the  like  manner*  The  aids  de  camp  by  a  green 
ribband. 

TCw 
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The  court  martial  of  which  col.  Ward  was  prefident 
is  diflblved. 

Daniel  Carmicle,  foldier  in  colonel  Patterfon's  regi- 
ment, tried  for  difobedience  of  orders,  for  re  inlifting 
and  taking  advance  money  twice  over,  and  for  drunk - 
enefs,  is  found  guilty  of  the  feveral  charges,  and  ordered 
to  be  whipton  the  bare  back  with  39  lames,  and  dis- 
charged from  the  army. 

The  general  approves  the  fentence,  and  orders  it  to  be 
executed  to  morrow  morning  at  the  head  of  the  regiment 
he  belongs  to. 


To  John  Hancock,  Efqiiire,  President  of  Congrefs. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  14th,  1775. 

SiR. 

SINCE  I  did  my  feif  the  honour  of  addrefs- 
mgyou  on  the  10th  inft.  nothing  material  has  happened 
in  the  camp.  From  feme  authentic  and  late  advices 
©f  the  flate  of  the  minifierial  troops,  and  the  great 
inconvenience  of  calling  in  the  militia  in  the  midfl; 
ef  harveft,  I  have  been  induced  for  the  prefent  to  wave 
it; — but  in  the  mean  time  reciuiting  parties  have  been 
fent  throughout  this  province,  to  fill  up  the  regiments 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  the  provincial  Congrefs.  At 
the  fame  time  that  I  received  thefe  advices,  5  have  alfo 
obtained  a  lift  of  the  officers  of  the  enemy  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  late  battle  at.  Charleliown,  which  I  take 
this  opportunity  to  inclofe. 

The 


'a.d.i;;*  AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      40/ 

The  great  fcarcity  of  frefli  provifions  in  their  army 
has  led  me  to  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  a  fup- 
ply  :  for  this  purpofe,  I  have  ordered  all  the  cattle  and 
fheep  to  be  drawn  from  the  low  grounds  and  farms  with- 
in their  reach.  A  detachment  irom  general  Thomas's 
camp,  on  Wednefday  night,  went  over  to  Long-Ifland, 
and  brought  from  thence  twenty  cat'le  an  J  a  nunjer  of 
fheep,  with  about  fifteen  labourers  who  hal  been  put  on 
by  a  Mr.  Ray  Thomas,  to  cut  the  hay,  Sec.  by  fome  ac- 
cident, they  omitted  burning  the  hay,  and  returned  the 
next  day  at  noon  to  complete  it ;  which  they  eflfe&ed 
amidft  the  firing  of  the  (hupping,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
man  killed  and  another  wounded. 

Laft  evening  alfo  a  party  of  the  Connecticut  men 
llrolled  down  on  the  marsh  at  Roxbury,  and  fired  upon 
a  centry  ;  which  drew  on  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's 
lines  and  floating  batteries,  but  attended  with  no  other 
effect  than  the  lofs  of  one  killed  by  a  (hot  from  the  ene- 
my's lines.  In  the  mean  time,  we,  are,  on  both  fides, 
continuing  our  works  :  but  there  has  been  no  other 
movement  than  what  I  have  noticed  above,  I  (hall  en- 
deavour to  give  a  regular  and  particular  account  of  all 
tranfaclions  as  they  occur,  which  you  will  pleafe  to  lay 
before  the  honourable  Congrefs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

Head 
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Hjkao  Quarters,  Cambridge  Julyitfh,  1775. 
Parole,  Virginia,  Counter fign>  Maryland. 

The  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  to  report 
the  names  of  fuch  men  in  their  r?fpe6tve  corps  as  are 
100ft  expert  in  the  management  of  whale  boats. 

When  any  commiffioned,  or  non  commiffioned  of- 
ficer, is  fent  upon  any  detachment,  or  du*y  of  nor. or, 
or  fatigue,  or  to  fee  the  execution  of  any  particular 
work.  He  is  fo  foon  as  the  fervice  is  perfoimeds  to 
make  a  report  thereof  to  his  commanding  officer. 

It  being  found  advantageous  to  the  public  fervice 
to  remove  iuadry  horned  cattle  and  fheep,  from  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  were  grazing  near  Chelcea 
(to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.)  it  is 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  fever  a!  commiiTm  s,  to 
purchafe  fuch  of  ihcinas  are  fit  for  flragher  of  the  own- 
ers, in  order  that  they  may  fuffer  the  leaft  lofs  poflible, 
irom  the  unavoidable  neceflity  of  removing  them  from 
the  rapacious  elaws  of  our  enemies. 

Colonel  Gridley,  chief  engineer,  is  defired  to  report 
what  Chevaux  de<  Frize  are  made,  and  what  forward* 
aefs  thofeare  in  that  are  now  making — it  is  neceffary 
thofe  upon  hand  be  completed  without  dehy. 

Notwithflanding  the  orders  already  given,  the  gen- 
eral hears  with  aitoniihrnenr,  that  not  only  foldiers,  but 
officers  unauthorized,  are  continually  converting  with 
the  officers  and  fentrys  of  the  enemy.  Any  officer,  non 
commiffioned  officer,  foldier,  or  any  perfon  whatfoever, 
vho  is  dete&ed  holding  any  coaverfation,  or   carrying 

OH 
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on  any  conefpendence  with  any  ii  life  <  fficers,  or  fen- 
try'*,  of  the  advanced  ptfHH  of  the  enemy.  A\\  be  i  mne^ 
diate'y  brought  b-  fa  e  a  gBl  Jia:  c  urr  martial,  ar,  i  ,)aa«- 
ifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity.  The  general  is  alja  to 
judgt  of  ihe  pror>.ie;y  «t  any  i  rcourle  with  the  eu^- 
my,  and  nooneelfe  is  to  prelude  to  interfere. 

lac  chief e^neer,  colonel  Gndley.  t^  3ffldbr  ft  e/*r 
ginee*,  and  a  field  o^cet  of  artillery,  to  eo  uani  uia 
lines  ar.drtdoubs,  to  examine  if,  the  gunsare  placed  pro- 
perly in  the  embiatiieurs,  and  if;  ihe  ernbrdfiears  are' 
properly  made  and  properly  fl  ped  towards  the  country. 
The  engineer  and  artillery  officer,  to  report  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  as  foon  as  they  have  obeyed  this  ordsr. 

The  Continental  Congrsfs  on  the  j 5th  July  came  to 
the  following  refolution. 

Whereas  the  government  of  Great  B^itaia  hath  pro- 
hibited the  exportation  of  arms  and  amm  anition  to  any 
of  the  plantations,  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  other 
nations  from  fupplying  us  ; 

Resolved,  That  for  the  better  furnifh'ng  thefc  colo- 
nies with  the  neceCTary  means  of  defending  their  right*, 
every  veffel  importing  gun-powder,  falt-petre,  fu4phui'f 
provided  they  bring  with  the  fulphur  four  times  as  m  ich 
fait  petre,  brafs  field  pieces,  or  good  muskets  fitted  with 
bayonets,  within  nine  months  from  the  date  ofthisrefo  u- 
tion,  (hall  be  permitted  to  load  and  export  the  produce  of 
thefe  colonies,  to  the  value  of  fuch  powder  and  ftores  a- 
forefaid,the  non  exportation  agreement  notwithftandi  1  2 
and  it  is  recommended  to  the  committees  of  the  fe  /  ral 
provinces  to  infpe&  the  military  ftores  (o  im  >or„ei,  aid 

to  eftimate  a  generous  price  for  the  fame,  according  to 
¥*«..!.  Ddd  tnei* 
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their  goodnefs,  and  permit  the  importer  of  fuch  powder 
and  other  military  ftores  aforefaid,  to  export  the  value 
thereof  and  no  more,  in  produce  of  any  kind. 


Hiad- Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  16/A,  1775, 

Parole,  Carolina,  Countersign,  Springfield. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  having  earneflly  recom- 
mended that  Thurfday  next  the  20th  inftant,  be  obferv- 
«d  by  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  Englifh  colonies  up- 
on this  continent,  as  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fall- 
ing and  prayer ;  that  they  may  with  united  hearts,  and 
voice,  unfeignedly  confefs  their  fins  before  God,  and 
fupplicate  the  all  wife  and  merciful  difpofer  of  events, 
to  avert  the  diffolation,  and  calamities  of  an  unnatural 
war.  The  general  orders  that  day  to  be  religiously 
obferved  by  the  forces  under  his  command,  exa&Iy  in 
the  manner  directed  by  the  proclamation  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congrefs.  It  is  therefore  ftriaiy  enjoined  alt 
officers  and  foldiers  (not  upon  duty)  to  attend  divine 
fervice,  at  their  accuflomed  places  of  worfhip  as  well  in 
the  lines  as  the  encampments,  and  quarters,  and  it  is 
expected,  that  all  thofe  who  go  to  worfhip,  do  take  their 
arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  and  are  prepared 
for  immediate  adrion  if  called  upon  ;  if  in  the  judgment 
of  the  officers  the  works  mould  appeal  to  be  in  fuch 
forwardnefs  as  the  utmofl  fecurity  of  the  camp  requires, 
they  will  command  their  men  to  abftain  from  all  labour 
upon  that  folemn  day.. 

Ir 
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It  was  with  much  furprize  and  concern  that  the 
general  in  palling  along  the  New-Hamplhire  lines  yef- 
day,  obferved  a  mod  wanton,  mischievous,  and  unpro- 
fitable abufe  of  property,  in  the  cTeilruaion  of  many- 
valuable  trees,  which  were  {landing  along  the  fide  of  the 
road,  out  of  the  way  of  our  works,  or  guns,  he  therefore 
orders,  that  an  effectual  ftop  be  put  to  fuch  praaices  for 
the  future,  or  fevere  punifiunent  will  fall  upon  the  tranf- 
greflbrs  of  this  order. 

William  Palfry  Efq.  is  appointed  aid-de  camp  to 
major  general  Lee,  all  orders  whether  written,  or  ver- 
bal, coming  from  general  Lee,  and  delivered  by  capt. 
Palfrey,  are  to  be  pun&ually  obeyed. 

A  particular  return  to  be  delivered  to  the  adjutant 
general  to  morrow  at  orderly  time,  of  the  regiment  of 
artillery,  diftinguifhing  how  every  man  and  officer  in 
that  corps,  is  at  prefent  employed  and  where  polled. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  17th  July,  Re* 
solved,  That  a  commiflary  of  (lores  and  provifions  be 
appointed  for  the  New  York  department  during  the 
prefent  campaign,  Walter  Li  vine  ft  on  Efq.  chofen  to 
that  office. 

Re/olved,  That  a  deputy  quarter  mafler  general  bo 

appointed  for  the  faid  department. Donald  Camp* 

bell,  £fq.  defied  to  that  office.  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Donald  Campbell  have  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the 
aimy. 

Resolved,  That  a  deputy  mufter  mailer  be  appoint- 
ed for  the  faid  department. — Gunning  Bedford,  Efj. 
defied  to  that  offiee* 

fesolici 
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Refulved,  That  the  conversion  of  New- York  b«  de- 
fired  to  recommend  to  general  Schuyler  a  proper  perfon 
for  a  deputy  adjutant  general,  or.  brigade  major  for  th* 
*rmy  in  the  New-York  department. 


Head-Quaeters,  at  Cambridge,  July  jjth,  1775. 

Parole,  Bojlon,  Countersign,  Salem. 

There  is  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  general  orders 
are  not  regularly  publimed  to  the  non-commimoned  of- 
ficers and  (oldierso?  the  army,  as    pleading  ignorance  of 
orders,  will  not  for  the  future  be  admitted  in  excufe   of 
any  delinquency,  it  is  once  more    ordered,  that  the  ad- 
jutants o  the  federal  corps  will  be  exa&  in  feeing  the 
orders  read  every  evening  to  the  men   off  duty,  of  their 
refpe&ive  corps,  as  they  may   depend    upon  anfwering 
before  a  court  martial  for  any   negled  in  obeying  this 
order. 

The  general  court  martial  whereof  colonel  John 
Nixor  ib  prefident,  to  fet  again  to  morrow  morning  at 
8  o'clock,  to  try  fuch  prifoners  as  fhall  be  brought  be* 
fere  them  ;  all  evidences  and  perfons  concerned  ip  at- 
tt,i>d  the  court. 

Theie  being  a  gr  at  neglect,  in  fending  in  the  returns 
to  the  adjutant  general,  as  directed  by  the  general 
orders  ot  Friday  lad  (efpeciaily)  from  the  regi- 
ments polled  in  and  near  roxbury.  The  general  allures 
ccmuiandin^  oihcers  ot  corps,  trom  whom  the  returns 
aie  expected,  that  he  will  not  for  the  future  pals  over 
the  fiightcfi  neglect-  ia  fending  returns  to  :he  head  quar- 
ters 


*  H  i77$.  AMERICAN  REVOLtfTIO*.      41$. 

t:  the  time  dfre^el  bv  rh«  gen***1  orders :  if  thert 
I  any  remifsnefi.  In  the  adjutants.      H!Jm    colonels    will 
not  do  their  duty  if  they  do  not  forthwith   coafiuft    tat 
tranf^reffois, 

AFTER  ORDERS. 

CipK  B^jxnn  Pe-kins,  of  colonel  Littles  re gt rmnt 
confined  by  colonel  B  kittle,  ffft  alfift'.iig  an  i  abectmg, 
foMu-rs  to  rni  tiny,  in  ffcuing  a  prifoner  from  the  quar- 
ter guari  of  c^one-  0  >  »htrle*s  regiment  is  to  be  tryed 
to  raoiro*  mo  ntng  by  the  general  court  martial  where- 
of cd  <*i  N  x  hi  is  pfefid^nti  All  cvidencesand  per- 
fons  conceded,  to  attend  the  court. 

The  Continental  Coogrefs  on  the  lgth    July,    Re* 
Jolved.  That  it  be  recommended   to  the   inhabitants    of 
all  the  united  Eighth  colonies  in  North    America,  that 
all  able  bolieu  e&e&tifa  men,  between  (ixteen  and  fifty* 
years  of  age  in    eicn   colony,  immediately   form  them- 
felves  i  it  J  regular  companies  of  militia,  toconfift  of  one 
captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  enflgn,  four  ferjeants,four 
corporals,  one  clerk,  one  drummer,  one    fifer,  and  about 
fixty  eight  privates. — That  the  officers  of  each  company 
be  chofen  by  the  rcfpe&ive  companies.— —That  each 
fol  iter  be  turmlhei  with  a  good  mufket,  that   will  carry 
an   ounce  ball,   with   a   bayonet,  Heel   ramrod,   worm, 
priming  wire,  and  brufh  fi  ted  thereto,  a  cutting    fword 
or  tomahawk,  a  cartridge  box5  ch it  vill  contain  cwenty- 
three  pounds  of  cartridges,  twelve  flmcs,    aid    a   knap- 
fa<  k.— »  That  the  com  pi hies  be  formed  Into   regiments 
or  battalions  oilicered  with  a  colonel,  lieutenant  colonel, 

two  majors,  an  adjutant,  or    quarter   mailer,— —That 

all 
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all  officers  above  the  rank  of  a  captain  be  appointed  by 
the  refpe&ive  provincial  affemblies  or  conventions,  or 
in  their  recefs  by  the  committees  of  fafety  appointed 
by  faid  affemblies  or  conventions. — That  all  the  mili- 
tia take  proper  care  to  acquire  military  (kill,  and  be  well 
prepaied  for  defence  by  being  each  man  provided  with 
one  pound  of  good  gun  powder,  and  four  pounds  of  ball 

fitted  to  bis  gun* That  one  fourth  part  of  the  militia 

in  every  colony  be  fele&ed  for  minute  men,  of  fuch  per- 
ions  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  this  neceffary  fervice, 
formed  into  companies  and  battallions,  and  their  offi- 
cers, chofen  and  commiffioned  as  aforefaid,  to  be  ready 
en  the  fhortefl  notice  to  march  to  any  place  where  there 
afiiltance  may  be  required  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
or  a  neighbouring  colony  ;  and  as  thefe  minute  men  may 
eventually  be  called  to  action  before  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  are  fuificiently  trained,  it  is  recommended 
that  a  more  particular  and  diligent  attention  be  paid  to 

their  inftruttion  in  military  difcipline. That   fuch 

of  the  minute  men,  as  defiro  it,  be  relieved  by  new 
draughts  as  aforefaid  from  the  whole  body  of  the  militia 
•nee  in  lour  months. 

As  there  are  fome  people,  who  from  religious  princi- 
ples cannot  bear  arms  in  any  cafe,  this  Congrefs  intend 
no  violence  to  their  confeieaces,  but  earneflly  recom- 
mend it  to  them  to  contribute  liberally  in  this  time  of 
univerfal  calamity,  to  the  relief  of  their  diflreiled  breth- 
ren m  the  feveral  colonies,  and  to  do  ail  other  fervices 
to  their  opprefled  country,  which  they  can  conuilemly 
jA'iih  their  religious  principles, 

That 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  the  affemblies  or  con- 
ventions in  the  refpe&ive  colonies  to  piovide,  as  loon 
as  pofllble,  fufficient  ftores  of  ammunition  for  their  co- 
lonies ;  alfo  that  they  devife  proper  means  forjur- 
nifhmg  with  arms  fuch  effe&ive  men,  as  are  poor  and 
unable  to  furnifh  themfelves.  ——That  it  be  recom- 
mended to  each  colony  to  appoint  a  committee  of  fafety, 
to  fuperintend  and  dire&all  matters  neceffary  for  the 
fecurity  and  defence  of  their  refpe&ive  colonies,  in  the 

recefs  of   their  affemblies  and    conventions. That 

each  colony  at  their  own  expence,  make  fuch  provifion 
by  armed  veffels  or  otherwife,  as  their  refpeclive  auem- 
blies,  conventions,  or  committees  of  fafety  (hall  judge 
expedient  andfuitable  to  their  circumftances  and  fitua- 
tions  for  the  prote&ion  of  their  harbours  and  navigation 
on  their  fea  coafts,  againfl  all  unlawful  invafions,  at- 
tacks, and  depredations,  from  cutters  and  (hips  of  war. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  makers  of  arms  for 

the  ufe  of  the  militia,  that  they  make  good  fubftantial 
mufkeis,  with  barrels  three  feet  and  a  half  in  length* 
that  will  carry  an  ounce  ball,  and  fitted  with  a  good 
bayonet  and  fieri  ram-rod,  and  that  the  making  fuch 
arms  be  encouraged  in  thefe  united  colonies. — Where 
in  any  colony  a  militia  is  already  formed  under  regula- 
tions approved  of  by  the  convention  of  fuch  colony,  or 
by  fuch  affemblies  as  are  annually  ele&ed,  we  refer  td 
the  difcretion  of  fuch  convention  or  aiTembly,  either  to 
adopt  the  foregoing  regulations  in  the  whole  or  in  part^ 
or  to  cont  aue  their  former,  as  they,  on  consideration  of 
all  circuiuitances,  fhall  think  bed, 

GENER« 
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GENERAL  ORDFRS: 


C»w^  before  Bo/Ion,  xM,    ,u!y  1775. 
Parole,  Wilmington,  Cvunterjlgn,  C he/I'm 


■ 


As  the  Chevaux  de  fnze  arc  not  in  reaimeU  ;  - 1& 
officers  commanding  the  different  lines  and  re  ou  ^ 
are,  asfpeedily  as  ppffibk,  to  provide  a  fuih  epfc  nura« 
ber  of  gabions,  which  are  to  lay  empty  a1  the  entrances 
of  their  refpective  polls,  \n  order  re  be  filled  up  <*&  oc« 
cafion  may  require.  General  Putnam  wd\  forth  w**!> 
order  his  pott  to  be  furni(hed  with  a  large  quantity  o£ 
fafemes. 

The  officers  commanding  the  different  puds,  to  fend 
•n  exact  return  to  head-qaaners  this  afternoon  of  all 
the  intrenching  tools  in  thtir  poffsilijn,  viz  fjaies, 
pick-axes,  wheel  barrows,  hand-barrows,  axes^  and 
crow-bars,  and  to  mention  the  number  and  qaalitj* 
of  any  of  thefe  implements  that  are  ftiil  wanting  to  carrj 
on  their  ufpectjve  works. 

Six  captains,  twelve  fubalterns,  twelve  for  jean  ts  and 
JOO  rank  and  file,  to  parade  to  morrow  mcrtfuig  imme- 
diately after  divine  fervice,  from  the  regiments  now  "*a« 
tioned  in  Cambridge,  as  a  workint  party  to  affrli  iu  iaif* 
ing  the  New  Hampshire  lines. 

Colonel  James  Seammons  of  tTtc  Maffachufetts  Bay 
forces,  tryed  by  the  general  court  martial  ot  which  col* 
John  Nixon,  was  prefident,  for  difobedience  of  prdera 
and  backward nefs  in  the  execution  of  duty,     The  court 

afier 
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after  duly  examining  the  evidence  for,  and  againft  the 
prifoner,  together  with  what  the  prifoner  had  to  fay  in 
his  defence,  are  of  opinion  that  col.  Summons  is  not 
guilty  of  the  crimes  wherewith  he  was  accufed,  and 
therefore  do  acquit  the  prifoner-  Col.  Seammons  to 
be  immediately  releafed  from  his  arreft. 

If,  after  what  has  happened,  the  enemy  in  revenge 
of  their  late  lofses,  fhould  dare  to  attempt  forcing  our 
lines,  the  army  may  be  allured,  that  nothing  but  their 
own  indolence  and  rerniflnefs,  can  give  the  lead  hope  of 
fnccefs  to  fo  rafh  an  enterprize  ;  it  is  therefore  ftrongly 
recommended  to  the  commanding  officers  of  corps, guards 
and  detachments,  that  they  be  arduously  alert  in  parad- 
ing their  men  at  their  feveral  polls  half  an  hour  before 
day  break  and  remain  there,  until  the  commanding  offi- 
cer think  proper  to  difrnifc  them. 

The  general  hears  with  aftonifhment,  the  very  fre- 
quent applications  that  are  made  to  him,  as  well  by 
officers,  as  foldiers,  for  furloughs  :  brave  men,  who  are 
engaged  in  the  noble  caufe  of  liberty,  fhould  never  think 
of  removing  from  their  camp,  while  the  enemy  is  m 
light,  and  anxious  to  take  every  advantage,  any  indif- 
cretion  on  our  fide  may  give  them  :— . — The  general 
doubts  nor,  but  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  will 
anticipate  his  wifhes,  and  difcourage  thefe  under  them 
from  dif^racefully  de  Sling  to  go  home,  until  tli8  cam- 
paign is  ended. 

Vol.  L  E  e  e  Head 
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Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  igth,  1775.1 

Parole,  Derby,  Countersign,  MarblcheaL* 

Lord  Dunmore  the  governor  of  Virginia,  ftiortly  af- 
ter Mr.  Patrick  Henry  retired  with  his  volunteers   from 
Williamfburgb,  lent  his  lady  and  family  on  board   the 
Fowey  man  of  war  in  James's  River.     About  the  fame 
time  his  lord  (hip,  with  the  affi&ance  of  a  detachment   of 
marines,  fortified  his  palace  and  furrounded  it  with   Arm 
tilfery..    From  thence  he  iflued  a  proclamation,   charg- 
ingMr.  Henry,  2nd  his  aflociates  with  rebellious  pracli. 
cess  and  attibufcing    the  prefent  commotions  to    dilaf- 
fe&ion  in  the  people,  and  a  defire  of  changing  the  ef- 
fablithed  form  of  government.     On  the  other  hand  the 
virginians,  in  their  county  meetings,  applauded  the  con- 
duel:  of  Mr.  Henry  and  of  his  aflbciates.      Refolutions 
were  adopted,  that  at  every  rifque  he,  and   they  mould 
be  indemnified.     They  infilled  that  they  wanted  noth- 
ing but  tz  preferve  their  ancient  constitution,  and  only 
eppoied  innovations.     The  dtfturbances  they   charged 
to  the  governor's  late  conduct.     About  this  time  copies 
of  feme  letters  Irom  governor  Dunmore  to  the  mimfter 
of  the  American  department  were  made  public.     Tnefe 
. i)  the  opinion  of    the    Virginians    contained   not  only 
but  untair  and  unjuft  reprefeiitations,  as 
well  oHacts,  as  ©f  the    temper  and   difpofttion    of  the 
colony* 

:neral  orders  issued  ont'iisday. 

Ia 
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In  this  ftate  of  difordsr,  on  the  arrival  of  difoatches 
from  Great  Britain,  the  hoafe  of  i  fes  w;s  f.i  Men* 
lv  and  unexpectedly  convened  by  the  governor  Jme  ift« 
The  leading  motive  for  it  was  to 
probation  and  accem  nee  oi  lord  Nona's  c> .-iciiiatory 
plan.     His  excellency  introduce, 

deration,  in  a  long  and  plaulihL  :\v  days 

they  pre  Tented  their  addrefs  in  a:il\ver,  in.  which  ain 
Other  grounds  of  rejection  they  Hated  that,    <;  the    pro- 
pofe  i  plan  only  changed  the  form  of  oppre'Iion,   wiclo- 
oa-  l  ilening  its  burthen  \"  but  chey  referred  the  papery 
final  determination  to  Con^refs.      For  theaifelves 
declared,  "  we  have  erihaufted  every  mode    of  ap- 
don  which  our  invention  could  faggeft,   as  proper 
and  promising.     Wc  have  decently  remonftrated 
parliament.      They  have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old. 
We  have  wearied  our  king   with  (implications ;  he  has 
not  deigned  to  anfwer  us,      We   have   appealed  to  th^ 
native  honour  and  juftice  of  the  Br|t;fh 
efforts  in  our  favour    have    been   bitty? 
What  then  remains  to   be   done?     That   we    com 
our  injuries  to  the  even   handed  j«  li:g 

who    doth    no    wrong;    earned ...     _     •  2    to 

illuminate  the  councils,   siaclpH      >er  the        ;       oars  of 
thofe  to  whom  America:  r   hopes, % 

through  their  wife  direction,  we  m 
the  bieflings  of  liberty  and  prop-..  .    the  m 

manes  t  harmony   with  '  la   the  body 

of  the  addrefs  is    this  remark,  -  .  .  .  oa 

the  one  hand,  and  the  terms  of  i.<  ■  <on  the    o- 

*hcr,  would  have  farmed  a  bans  foi  JiCjh 

a  fpirit 
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a  fpirit  of  accommodation,  on  both    fides,   might  per- 
haps have  reconciled." 

The  afTernbly   among  their  firfl:  afts,  appointed  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  late    diflur- 
bances,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  (late  of  the  ma- 
gazine, that  meafures  might  be  taken  for    its    replenifh- 
ment.     They  found  mod  of  the  remaining  powder  bu- 
ried ;  the  mufkets  deprived  of  their    locks,  and    fpiing 
guns  planted   in   the    magazine.      Some   inconfi derate 
young  men,  attempted  to  furnilh  themfelves  with  arms 
out  of  it,  and  one  of  them  was  wounded,  this  produced 
the  difcovery.     Thefe  difcoveries   irritated  the  people, 
and  occafioned  intemperate  exprcfiions   of  refentment* 
LordDunmore  quitted  the  palace  privately  early  in  the 
morning  of  July  8th,  proceeded  to  Y«rktown,  and  went 
on  beard  the  Fowey  man  of  war.     He  left  a  melTage  for 
the    heufe    of   burgefies,    acquainting  them  "  that  ho, 
thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety,   having 
icafon  to  telieve  that  he  was  in  conftant  danger  of  fall- 
ing a  facrifice  to  popular  iury  ;  he,  neverthelefs,   hoped 
they  would  proceed  in  the  great  bufinefs  before  thtm  ; 
and  he  engaged  to  render  the  communication   between 
him  and  the  houfe  as  eafy  and  as  fafe  as  pofhble.       He 
allured    them  that  he  would    attend  as    heretofore,    to 
the  duties  Gf  his  office,  and  tfcat  he    was  well    difpofed 
,  to  uficie  that  harmony  which  had  been  unhappily    in- 
teirupte  I." 

This  n:ella<.e  produced    a  joint   addrefs    from   the 
council  and  houfe  of  t  •,  in    which  they  repre- 

sented his  lordfhip's  fears  to  be grcundlefs,  and  declared 
that  they  v.xulcl  cheerful)}' -concur  in   any   meafure  he 
*  fhould 
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mould  propofc  for  the  fecuritvof  himfelf  and   family  ; 
obfcrving  the  impracticability  ia  tranfa£ling  bufi'iefs  at 
fuch  a  diilance,  and  concluded  by  intreating  his  return* 
to  the  palace.      His  excellency  in  a  reply,  judified   his 
appre:teniiL»ns  of  dinger  from  the  threats  which  had  been 
thrown  out.      He  charged  the  houfe   of   burgefses  with 
countenancing  the    violent   proceedings  of  the  people, 
and  with  a  delicti  to  ufurp   the    executive   power,    and 
fubvert  the  con  dilution.     This  produced  a  reply,   iri- 
der  the  form  of  an  addrefs   fraught    with  recrimination 
and  defenlive  arguments.      There  was  a   continued  in- 
tercourfe  by  addrefTes,  meflages   and   anfwers,    between 
the  boufe  of  burgeffes  and  the  Fo.vey,  but  little  of  the 
public  bufinefs  was  finifhed. 

At  length  the  necefsary  bills,  having  palled  the 
houfe,  the  council  and  burgeffes  jointly  in  treated  the 
governor's  prefence  to  give  hisalTent  to  them  and  fiai(h 
the  feilion,  After  meiTages  to  and  fro,  his  lordfhip  pe- 
remptorily declined  meeting  them  as  the  capital;  but 
he  informed  them  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive 
them  at  his  prefent  reiidence  on  board  the  Fowey,  for 
the  purpole  of  giving  his  aftent  to  fuch  bills  as  he 
ftiould  approve  of.  This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all 
public  correfpondence  between  the  governor  and  the 
cojony.  The  houfe  of  burgefses  padeii  resolutions  in 
which  they  declared,  that  tfce  meff-jge  requiring  them  to 
attend  the  governor  on  board  a  mip  of  war  was  a  high 
breach  of  their  rights  and  privileges  ;  that  they  hadrea- 
fon  to  fear  a  dangerous  attack  was  meditated  againfi  th3 
unhappy  people  of  the  colony,  and  it  was  therefore  their 
opinion,  that  they  fhould  prepare  for  the  prefervatioa  of 

their 
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their  rights  and  liberties.  After  ftrongly  proftfliog  ioy- 
alty  to  the  king,  and  amity  to  the  mother  country,  they 
broke  up  their  feffion. 

A  convention  of  delegates  was    appointed    on   the 
18th  July  to  fupply  the  plaw  of  the  aiTembly.     T 
formed  themfeiv:s  into  a  committee  to  #Ja  .-aii- 

deration  the  ftate  of  the  colony,  and  on    July    19  'i  Re- 
folved,    That  a    iuilicient   armed  force  be  immediately 
railed  and  embodied  for  its  defence  and  protection. 

The  Newbern  committee  in  the  province  of  North* 
Carolina,  obferving  that  governor  Martin,  was  taking 
fuch  meafures  that  were  alarming  and  dangerous  to  the 
colony.  They  therefore  ufed  every  exertion  in  array* 
ing  and  excreiftng  the  militia.  The  governor  was  par- 
ticularly zealous  in  addrefHag  himfelf  to  the  back  let* 
tiers,  regulators,  and  highland  emigrants,  and  fen 
commimons  among  them.  Ha  likewife  took  much 
pains  to  fortify  his  palace  at  Newbern  ;  but  before  it 
could  be  effected,  his  attempting  to  move  the  palaca 
guns,  alarmed  the  committee,  who  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  armed  men,  interpoled,  feized  and  carried  eflffix  pie- 
ces of  artillery.  This  oecafioned  him  to  make  a  p 
pitate  flight  to  Fort  Johnfoa  on  Cape  Fear  River.  The 
people  apprehenfive  that  he  would  ftrei  :^:id  pre- 

pare the  fort,  for  the  reception  or  a  fn  bi  em 

ed  in   reducing  the  colony,  and  concluding,   that  he 
would  encourage  the   flaves  to  revoh,  1  d  at  Wil- 

mington under  colonel   Afhe,  who  b  -1  his  go- 

vermental  commiilion.  The*  ed  r«mo 

the  artillery  from  the  >res  were 

fee. 
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fecuved  by  older  ©f  the  governor  who  retired  on  board 
the  king's  floop  the  cruifer. 

Colonel  Afhe,inthe  dead  of  the  flight  July    18th, 
entered  the  fort,  fet  it  on  fire,  and    I  che  houfos 

and  buildings  to  afhes.     And  or:  .  hecompleat. 

ed  the  deftru&ion  of  /den 'defences,  and  defolated 

every  thing  in  the  neighbourhood,  of    the  place,  that  fo 
they  might  prove  ot  no  benefit  to  the  governor. 

The  Newbern  committee  apprehending  th  it  gover- 
nor Martin,  intends  erecting  the  kifig'*  (Ian  lard,  and  to 
commence  hoiiihties  :  Refolvcd,  "  That  no  perfoa  or 
perlbns  whatfoeyer,  have  any  correfp  on  denes  with  hina, 
on  pain  o;;  being  deemed  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  A- 
merica,  aud  dealt  with  accordingly. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on   the   igth  July,   Re- 
fohed,  That  jolepb  Trumbull,  be   com  mi  tfary  general 
of  Mores  and  proviSons  for  the  army  of  the  united  colo- 
nies.  That    the  appointment  of    a  quarter  mailer 

general,  a  commiiTary  of  mutters,  and  a  commilTary  of 
artillery,  be  lefe  to  general  Waihington.— That  general 
Thomas  be  appointed  fir  ft  brigadier  general  in  the  army 
of  the  united  colonies,  in  the  room  of  general  Pomeroy, 
who  never  ac£ed  under  the  comrnitiion  fe^t  to  him,  and 
that  general  Thomas's  commimon  bear  the  fame  date 
that  general  Pomeroy's  did. —That  is  be  left  to  gener- 
al Washington  if  he  thinks  nt,  to  appoint  three  brigade 
majors,  and  committton  them  accordingly.— They  alfo 
Resolved,  That  the  nomination  of  three  o\  the  cornmif- 
fioners  for  Indi  rs  in  the  fouthern  cepartment  be 
kit  to  the  council  of  fafety,  appo  *  colony   of 

South  Carolina.— —That  Mr.  John  Wa-ker,  o\  Virgi- 
nia 
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nia  be  appointed  one  of  the    commiflioners    for   Indian 
affairs  in  the  fouthern  department. 

Thurjday  July  2Qth.  This  being  the  day  appointed 
for  the  continental  faft,  Congrefs  agreed  to  meet, 
and  go  in  a  body  to  divine  fervice  both  parts  of  the  day. 
They  requested  Mr.  Duche,  to  preach  before  them  in 
the  morning,  and  Mr.  Alliibn,  in  the  afternoon.  But 
before  the  fervice  they  met  time  enough  to  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  convention  of  Georgia,  felting  forth  that  the 
colony  had  acceeded  to  the  general  affociation,  and  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  attend  the  Congrefs.— —They  alfo 
Refolved,  That  general  Schuyler  be  empowered  to  dif- 
pofe  of  and  employ  all  the  troops  in  the  New- York 
department,  in  fuch  manner  as  he  may  think  bed  tor 
the  protection  and  defence  of  thefe  colonies,  the  tribes  of 
Indians  in  frienclfhip  and  amity  with  us,  and  mo  ft  effec- 
tually to  promote  the  general  intereft,  Itili  purfuing.  if 
in  his  power,  the  former  orders  from  this  Congrefs,  and 
fubjcct  to  the  iuture  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
—  The  faft  was  religibufly  obferved  throughout  the 
united  colonics.  At  Philadelphia  the  day  was  kept 
as  the  moft  folema  ever  held  in  that  city.  The  united 
fynod  o\  New. York  and  Philadelphia  had  fome  time 
before  pubiiiiied  a  palioial  letter:  on  this  day  it  was 
read  in  the  churches  under  their  notice.  In  it  they  laid, 
"  as  the  whole  continent,  with  hardly  any  exception, 
feemed  determined  to  delend  their  rights  by  force  of 
arms,  it  becomes  the  peculiar  duty  of  thofe  who  profels 
a  wiilingnefs  to  hazard  their  lives  in  thecaufe  ol  liberty, 
to  be  prepared  far  death,  which  to  many  mud  be  a  cer- 
tain 
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a  ain,  and  to  every  one  is  a  pofTible  or  probable  event. 
Jtis  well  known  to  you  (otherwife  it  would  be  impru- 
dent thus  publicly  to  profefs)  that  we  have  not  been  in- 
flrumental  in  inflaming  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  urg- 
ing them  to  a&s  of  violence  and  diforder.  Perhaps  no 
infiance  can  be  given  on  fo  interefting  a  fubjecl,  in 
which  political  fentiments  have  been  fo  bng  and  fo 
fully  kept  from  the  pulpit,  and  even  malice  itfeif  has 
not  charged  us  with  labouring  from  the  prefs ;  but 
things  are  now  come  to  fuch  a  height,  that  we  do  not 
wifh  to  conceal  our  opinions  as  men.  Suffer  us  there- 
fore to  exhort  you,  by  alluring  you  that  there  is  no  ar- 
my fo  formidable  as  thofe  who  are  fuperior  to  the  fear 
of  death.  Let  therefore  every  one,  who,  from  generoii- 
ty  of  fpirit,  or  benevolence  of  heart,  offers  himfelf  as  a 
champion  in  his  country's  caufe,  be  perfuaded  to  rever- 
ence the  Lord  of  Bafts,  and  walk  in  the  fear  of  the  Prince 
cj  the  Kings  of  the  Earth,  and  then  he  may,  with  the 
mod  unfiiaken  nrmnefs,  expe&  the  ifTue  either  in  death 
or  victory/' 

Alter  feveral  exhortations  they  offered  fix  advices, 
in  fubftance  as  follows  .  firii,  "  let  every  opportunity 
be  taken  to  expreis  your  attachment  to  king  Georgi 
and  the  revolution  principles.  We  recommend  efieem 
and  reverence  for  the  perfon  of  the  prince,  who  has  pro* 
babiy  been  milled  into  the  late  and  prefent  meafures 
by  thofe  about  him,  neither  hive  we  any  doubt,  that 
they  themfelves  have  hzzn  in  a  great  degree  deceiv- 
ed by  falfe  information  from  interefted  perfons  redding 
in  America.-— Secondly,  be  careful  to  maintain  the  uni- 
on which  at    prefent  fubfafts    in    all   the    colonies,  on 

Vox.  I.  F  I  f  which 
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which  the  fuccefs  of  every  meafure  depends.— Thirdly, 
we  earneftly  befeech  all  focieties  to  watch  over  their 
members,  and  difcourage  luxury  of  living,  public  diver- 
lions,  and  gaming  of  all  kinds.- — Fourthly,  we  recom- 
mend a  regard  to  public  order  and  peace  ;  that  all  per- 
fcms  conscientiously  pay  their  debts  and  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power  fcrve  one  another,  fo  that  the  evils  infe- 
perable  from  a  civil  war  may  not  be  augment sd  by 
wanionnefs  and  irregularity,— Fifthly,  we  recommend 
to  all  ranks,  but  particularly  to  thofe  who  may  be  call- 
ed to  action,  a  (pint  of  humanity  and  mercy.  We  re- 
commend that  mseknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  fpirit  which 
is  the  nobleft  attendant  on  true  valor.  That  man  will 
fight  mofl  bravely,  who  never  fights  but  when  it  is  ne- 
ceflary,  and  who  ceafes  to  fight  as  foon  as  the  neceflity 
is  over — Laftly,  we  would  recommend  to  all  focieties, 
not  to  content  themfelves  with  attending  devoutly  on 
tails,  but  to  continue  habitually  in  prayer,  and  to  have 
frequent  voluntary  meetings  for  folemn  interceffion 
with  God  on  the  important  trial. 


Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  July  20th,  1775, 

Parch,  Albany,  Countersign,  Ticonderoga. 

Certain  drums  in  and  near  Cambridge  very  impro- 
perly beat  the  reveille  this  morning  before  day,  al- 
though the  troops  are  ordered  to  be  under  arms  half  an 
houi  before  day  light,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  drums 
are  to  beat  at  that  time-     The  revcllie  is  to  beat    when 

a  fen  try 
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a  fentry  can  fee  clearly  one  thoufand  yards  around  him 

and  not  before. 

All  aids-de-camp  and  majors  of  brigade,  are  to  keep 
regularly  entered  in  a  book,  all  the  general  orders  of 
the  army,  as  well  as  thole  of  the  brigade  they  belong  to, 
as  the  general  in  chief  will  not  for  the  future  admit  as 
an  excufe  for  the  ^breach  of  orders  the  plea  of  not 
knowing  them. 

Samuel  Ofgood,  Efq.  and  Jofeph  Ward,  Efq.  be- 
ing appointed  aids  de-camp  to  major  general  Ward  ; 
they  are  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch,  and  all  orders  coming 
from  aids-de  camp,  are  to  be  confidered  as  the  orders 
of  their  refpeclive  generals,  and  whether  written  or  ver- 
bal, to  be,  forthwith  obeyed  ;  it  may  be  neceflary 
once  more  to  repeat  to  the  army,  that  every  aid  de- 
camp, and  majoi  of  brigade,  will  be  diftinguiihad  by  a 
green  libband. 

Certain  corps,  having  been  dilatory  in  delivering 
lafl  Saturday  their  weekly  returns,  as  poflitively  dire-R> 
ed  by  former  orders ;  the  general  is  determined  for  the 
future  not  to  excufe  any  neglet>  in  fending  the  returns 
every  Saturday  to  the  adjutant  general;  as  the  com- 
manding  officers  of  regiments,  are  to  be  anfwerable  for 
the  due  observance  of  this  order,  it  is  expected  they 
are  exaa  iri  obliging  their  refpedive  adjutants  to  fulfill 
their  duty. 

The  Continental  Congrefs   on  the  21ft,  July,  R*m 

folved,  That  fuch  a  body  of  troops  be  kept  up  in    the 

Maflachufetts-Bay  as  general   Wafhingtoa  mail  think 

r.ecefiary,    provided  they  do    not    exceed  twenty  two 

thouiand  men.     That  Mr,  Willie  Jones,  of  North  Ca- 

roiiza, 
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rolina,bc  the  fifth  commifTioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  the 
fouthern  department — Rcjoivti,  That  Mr.  R~  Bache, 
Mr.  Stephen  Pafchall,  and  Mr.  M.  Hilleges,  be  ap- 
pointed to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  have  the  over- 
fight  and  care  of  printing  the  bills  of  credit  ordered  to 
be  ftruck  by  this  Congrefs. 


To  John  Hancock ,  Efquire,  President  of  Congrefs. 

Camj)  at  Cambridge,  July  2\Jl,  1775. 

SIR, 

SINCE  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  addrefs- 
ing  you  the  fourteenth  inft.  I  have  received  advice  from 
governor  Trumbull,  that  the  affembly   of   Connecticut 
had  voted,  and  that  they  are  now  railing,  two  regiments 
of  feven  hundred  men  each,  in  confequence  of  an   ap- 
plication from   the  provincial    Gang  re  fs  of   M  attach  a - 
fetts-Bay.     The  Rhode- Ifland  affembly  has  alfo  made 
an  augmentation  for  this    purpofe,      Thefe   reinforce- 
ments with  the  riflemen  who  are   daily  expected,  and 
fuch  recruits  as  may  come  in  to    fill  up   the  regiments 
here,  will,  I  apprehend,  compofe  an   army  fufficiently 
ftrongto  oppoie  any    force  which  may  be   brought  a- 
gainlius  at  prefent.     I  am  very  fenfible  thai  the  heavy 
expence  neceiiarily  attendant  upon  this   campaign  will 
call  for  theutmoil  frugality  and  care,  and  would  there- 
fore, it  polfible  avoid    enlifting    one   unneceilary  man. 
As  this  is  the  firft  certain  account  of  the   detiination  of 
theie  new  raifed  troops,  I  thought  proper  to  communi- 
cate my  fenti  meats  as  early  as  poffible,  led    the   Con- 
grefs 
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grefs  fhould  aft  upon  my  ktter  of  the  tenth,  and  raife 
troops  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  which  in  my  prefent 
judgment,  may  be  difpenfed  with. 

For  thefe eight  days  pad,  there  have  been  no  move- 
ments in  either  camp,  of    any    confequ-nce.      On  our 
fide,  v/c  have  continued,  the  works  without  any    inter- 
mifiion  ;  and  ihey  are  now  fo  tar  advanced  as    to  leave 
us  little  to  apprehend  on  that  (core.     On    the  fide  of 
the  enemy,  they  have  alfo  been  very  induftrious   in  fi- 
nifhing  their  lines,  both  on  Bunker's  hill  and  Roxbury 
neck.      In  this  interval  alfo,  their  tranfports  have  arriv- 
ed from  New  York;  and  they  have- been  employed  in 
landing  and  ftationing  their  men.     I  have  been  ablo  to 
collect  no  certain  account  of  the  numbers  ai  rived  ;    but 
the  inclofed  letter,  wrote  (though  not  figned)  by   Mr* 
Sheriff  Lee,  and  delivered  me  by  captain  Derby,  (who 
went  exprefs  with  an  account  of  the  Lexington   battle) 
wiil  enable  us  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  judgment.  The 
increafe  of  tents  and  men  ia  the  town  of  Bolton  is  very 
obvious;  but  all  my  accounts   from  thence  agree  that 
there  is  a  great  mortality  occasioned  by  she  want  of  vege- 
tables  and   frefh  meat ;  and  that  their  lofs  in  the  late 
battle  at  Charleilown  (from  the  few    recoveries  of  their 
wounded)  is  greater  than  at  fir  ft  fuppGfed.     The  condi- 
tion oi  the  inhabitants  detained  in  Bofton   is    very  dif- 
trc  fling  :  they  are  equally  deititute  of    the   comtorts  of 
frefh  provifions  ;  and  many  of  them  are  fo    reduced    ia 
their  circumilances,  as  to  be  unable   to    fupply    thetn- 
felves  with  fait.     Such.fifh  as  the  foldiery  leave  is  their 
principal  fupport.     Added  to  all  this,  fuch   iufpicion 

and 
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and  jealoufy  prevails,  that  they  can  fcarcely  fpeak  or 
even  look,  without  expofing  themielves  to  fome  fpecies 
of  military  execution. 

1  have  not  been  able  from  any  intelligence  I  have 
received,  to  form  any  certain  judgment  of  the  future  o- 
perations  of  the  enemy.  Sometimes  I  have  fufpe&ed 
an  intention  of  detaching  a  part  of  their  army  to  fome 
pait  of  the  coaft,  as  they  have  been  building  a  number 
to  flat  bottomed  boats,  capable  of  holding  two  hundred 
men  each.  But,  from  their  works  and  the  language 
held  at  Bofton,  there  is  reafon  to  think  they  expe&  the 
attack  from  us,  and  are  principally  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing themfelves  againft  it.  I  have  ordered  all  the 
whale  boats  along  the  coafl  to  be  collected  :  and  fome 
of  them  arc  employed  every  night  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy  by  water  fo  as  to  guard  as  much  as  poili- 
ble  againfl  any  furonfe. 

Next  to  the  moie  immediate  and  preffing  duties  of 
putting  our  lines  in  as  iecure  a  flate  as  possible  at- 
tending to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  gaining 
intelligence, — my  great  concern  is  to  eftablifh  order, 
regularity  and  ditctpline  without  which  our  numbers 
would  emharrafsus,  and  in  cafe  of  adion,  general  con- 
fufion  mud  infallibly  cnfue.     In  order  to  this  I  pro- 

pofe  to  divide  the  army  into  three  diviiions  : at  the 

head  of  each  will  be  a  general  officer: — thefe  diviiions 
to  be  again  fubdivided  into  brigades,  under  their  refpec 
live  brigadiers.  But  the  dH^calty  ariGng  from  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  general  oiii-rs,  and  waiting  the  far- 
ther proceedings  of  the  Coogrcfs  on  this  fubjea,  has 
much  retarded  my  progrefsia  this  moft  neceffary  woik. 

I  mould 
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I  fhould  be  very  happy  to  receive  their  final  commands, 
as  any  determination  would  enable  me  to  proceed  in 
my  plan. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  mentioned  in  mine  of  the 
tenth  inlt.  I  would  humbly  propofe  that  fome  proviii- 
on  fhould  be  made  for  a  judge  advocate,  and  provoft 
marfhal.  The  neceffity  of  the  firft  appoincment  was  fo 
great,  that  I  was  obliged  to  nominate  a  Mr.  Tudor, 
who  was  well  recommended  to  me,  and  now  executes 
the  office  under  an  expectation  ol  receiving  captains  p*y 
— an  allowance  in  my  opinion)  fcaieely  adequate  to 
the  fervice,  in  new  railed  troops,  where  there  are  court 
martiais  every  day.  However,  as  that  is  the  proporti- 
on in  the  regular  army,  and  he  is  contented,  there  will 
be  no  neccihty  of  an  addition. 

I  rnuftaifo  renew  my  requeft  as  to  money,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  pay  mailer.  I  have  forbore  urging 
matters  oi  this  nature,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  many 
important  concerns  which  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Congrels  :  but  as  I  find  my  diinculiies  thicken  every 
day,  I  make  no  doubt^  futtable  regard  will  be  paid  to 
a  neceility  of  this  kind.  The  inconvenience  of  bor- 
rowing fuch  fums  as  are  conftaotly  requifue  mud  be 
too  plain  for  me  to  enlarge  upon,  and  is  a  fituation 
from  which  I  fhould  be  very  happy  to  be  relieved. 

Upon  the  experienced  have  ?*ad,  and  the  be  it  con- 
fiderauon  of  the  appointment  oi  ihe  feveral  offices  of 
commilfary  general,  qaufter  mutter  general,  quarce 
mailer  genera!,  pay  mailer  general,  and  commilfary  of 
arailerv,  I  amcleaily  of  opinion  that  they  not  only 
conduce  to  order,  difoatch  and  discipline,  but  that  it  is 

a  mea- 
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a  meafure  of  oesonomy.  The  delay,  the  wade,  and  un- 
puniihable  neglect  of  duty,  arifing  front  thefe  offices 
being  in  com  million  in  feveral  hands,  evidently  fhew 
that  the  public  expence  muft  be  finally  enhanced.  I 
have  experienced  the  tvant  of  thefe  officers,  in  corn  jlet- 
ing  the  returns  of  men,  ammunition,  and  (tores.  Tie 
latter  are  yet  imperfect,  from  the  number  of  har;ds  in 
which  they  are  difperfed-  I  have  inciofed  the  la  ft 
weekly  return,  which  is  more  accurate  than  the  former ; 
and  hope  in  a  little  time  we  fhali  be  perfe&ly  regular 
in  this  as  well  as  feveral  other  neceiTary  branches  of 
duty. 

I  have  made  inquiry  into  the  eUablifhment  of  the 
hofpital,  and  find  it  in  a  very  unfettkd  condition. 
There  is  no  principal  director,  nor  any  fubordinaiion 
among  the  iurgeons :  of  confequence  difputesand  con- 
tention have  ariien,  and  mull  continue  until  it  is  re- 
duced to  fame  fyflem.  I  could  wifii  it  was  immedi- 
ately taken  loto  confederation,  as  the  lives  and  health 
of  both  officers  and  men  fo  much  depend  upon  a  due 
regulation  o\  this  department.  I  have  been  particu- 
larly attentive  to  the  lead  fymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox  ; 
and  hitherto  we  have  b  en  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  every 
perfon  removed  fo  foon,  as  not  only  to  prevent  any 
communication,  but  any  alarm  or  appreheniion  it  might 
give  in  the  camp.  We  fhall  continue  the  utmoft  vi- 
gilence  againft  this  mod  dangerous  enemy. 

In  an  army  properly  organized,  there  are  fundry 
offices  of  an  interior  kind,  fuch  as  waggon  maRer,  mat- 
ter, carpenter,  &c.  but  I  doubt  whether  my  powers  are 
fufficiemly   extenfive  for  luch  appointments.     If  it  is 

thought 
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thought  proper  to  reocfefuch  a  trail  in  me,  I  fhall  be 
govt. me  i  \n  the  difcbarge  of  it,  by  a  drift  regard  to  oe- 
conoeny  and  the  public  intereft. 

My  in(lru£iiqns  from  the  honourable   Con^refs    di- 
rect th  it  ni  troops  are  to  be'd;(bmded  without  their  ex- 
}  r  (s  direction,  nor  to  be  recruited  to  more  than  d  ruble 
the  number  of  the  enemy.       Upon   this    fabject  I    be* 
leave  to  reprefe  ;t,  that  unlefs  the  regiments  in  this  pro- 
vince aie  more  fuccefsful  in  recruiting  than  I  have  rea- 
(on  to  expect,  a  reduction  of  fome  of  them  will  be  high- 
ly neniL.v,  ns,  tje  public  is  puc  to  the  whole  expence 
of  an  eitablifh.Tient  or '  uifi  :ers,  while    the   real   (trench 
ol  the  regiment  (which  cbnfifts  in  the  rank  and    file)  is 
defe&ive.     In  cafe  of  fuch  a  reduction,  doubtlefs  fj.ne 
of  the  privates  and  all  the  officers  wouid  return  home  : 
but  many  of  the  former  would   go    into   the    remaining 
regirrents  ;  and  having  had  fome  experience,  would  fill 

.i  up  with  ufekd  men.  I  To  plainly  perceive  the  ex- 
pence  of  th.s  campaign  will  exceed  any  calculation  hi- 
therto made,  tha:  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  ftrike  ofF 
every  inmecelliry -charge.  You  will  therefore*  fir,  be 
pleafed  to  favour  me  w4tfi  explicit  directions  from  the 
Cofrgfefs  on  the  mode  of  this  reduction  (if  it  fhall  ap- 
peal i:ecdian )  that  no  time  may  be  loft  when  fuch 
necessity  appears, 

Y_u£rday  we  had  an  account  that  the  light  houfe  was 
on  fire  : — by  whom,  and  under  what  orders,  I  have  not 
ve:  learned  :  but  we  have  realon  to  believe  it  has  been 
done  vy  our  irregulars. 

Vol.  I.  Ggg  You 
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You  will  pleafe  to  prefent  me  to  the  Congrefs, 
with  the  utmoll  duty  and  refpeft  ;  and  believe  me  to 
be,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


P.  S.  Captain  Derby's  flay  inEngland  was  fo  fhort, 
that  he  brings  no  other  information  than  what  the  m- 
cloled  letter,  and  the  news. papers  which  will  accompa- 
ny this,  contain.  General  Gage's  difpatches  had  not 
arrived  ;  and  the  miniftry  affe&ed  to  difbelieve  the 
whole  account,  treating  it  as  a  fiction,  or  at  moft,  an  af- 
fair of  little  confequence.  The  fall  of  flocks  was  very 
inconfiderable. 

To  John  Hancock.  Efquire,  President  of  Congrefs. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  July  21//,  1775.  5  o'clock.  P.  M. 
sin, 

SINCE  clofing  the  letters  which  accompa- 
ny this,  I  have  received  an  account  of  the  deilruclion 
ot  the  light-houfe  ;  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  mclofe — and  of  again  afiuriog  you  that  I  am,  with 
great  refpeft,  &c. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  I  have  alfo  received  a  more  authentic  account 
cf  the  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  battle,  than  any  yet 
received.     Dr.  Wmfhip,  who  lodged  in  the  famehoufe 

wuh 
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with  an  officer  of  the  marines,  affures  me  they  had  ex- 
actly one  thouland  and  forty  three  killed  and  wounded, 
— of  whom  three  hundred  fell  on  the  field,  or  died  with- 
in a  few  hours.  Many  of  the  wounded  are  fince 
dead. 


Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  i\Jl,  1775. 
Parole,  Maiden,  Counterfign%  Chalcea. 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge  July  22d,  1775; 

Parole,  Nantucket,  Countersign,  Mijijffippi. 

A  court  of  enquiry  to  fet  forthwith,  prefident.  Dr. 
Fofter,  Dr.  Warren,  and  Dr.  Euftace,  members,  to  ex- 
amine into  a  complaint  exhibited  by  Mr,  John  Spald- 
ing, furgeon  to  general  Putnam's  regiment,  againft  Mr. 
Penuel  Chiney,  furgeons  mate  of  the  faid  regiment,  all 
evidences  to  attend  the  court. 

Captain  Ifrael  Putnam,  and  lieut.  Samuel  Webb, 
being  appointed  aids  de  camp  to  major  general  Putnam, 
they  are  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch. 

Regularity  and  due  fubordination  being  foefTential- 
ly  neceflary  to  the  good  order  and  goverrnent  of  an  ar- 
my, and  without  it,  the  whole  muft,  foon  become  a 
fcene  of  disorder  and  confufion.  The  general  finds  it 
indifpeniibly  neceflary  without  waiting  any  longer  for 
di {patches  from  the  general  continental  Congrefs,  imme- 
diately to  form  the  army  into  three  grand  divifions,  and 

of 
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of  dividing  each  of  thofe  grand  diviftons  into    two   bri_ 
gades.      He    therefore  orders  that    the   following  regi- 


General  Ward's,  Col.  Cotton's, 

General  Thomas's,  Col.  Danuls<m's, 

Col.  Fellows' s,  Col.  David  Brewet's, 

Compofe  one  brigade,  and  be  under  the  command 
of  brigadier  general  Thomas. 

That, 

General  Spencer's,  Col,  Walk  r's, 

Col.  Par  sons' s,  Col.  J.  Read's, 

CcL  Learneard's,  Independents 

Compofe  another  brigade,  to  be  commanded  by 
brigadier  general  Spencer.  That  thefe  two  brigades 
compofe  the  right  wing,  or  civiGanof  the  army,  and  be 
under  the  command  of  major  genera)  Ward,  and  remain 
at  Roxbury  and  its  foutnern  dependencies. 

That, 

Col  Stark's 

Ccl  JPoor's   V  New-  Flam pjhire. 


CgL  Read 


MaJjachufeUs* 


Be  formed  into  another  brigade  under  the  corn, 
irano  ot  brigadier  general  bullivan,  and  polled  on  Win. 
twr  Hdl. 

That, 
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h,  i 


Col  Vu'-nvms, 

Col  Hitchcock: st    V  Rhode  Island. 

Col  Church's 


Col.  Whitecombe's, 

Col  Gardner' f,f      [Massachusetts, 

CoL  J.  By  ewer  s, 

Col  Little's, 


Be  formed  into  another  brigade  and  commanded  by 
brigadier  gen.  Greene,  and  polled  upon  Profpeft  liill ; 
and  tfiefe  two  brigades  compofe  %£  lett  wing,  or  fecond 
d-vihon  of  the  army  j  under  the  command  of  major 
geneta]  Lee. 

That, 

General  Heath's,  Col.  GarniJJis, 

Col  Patterfons,  CoL  Phinneys, 

Col  Seammons,  Col  Prejcclt's, 

Be  formed   into  another  brigade,  and   commanded 
by  brigadier  general  Heath,  and  be  pofled, 

That, 

General  Putnam's,  Col  Bridge's, 

Col  Glover  s,  .     .    .  Col,  WoodOndge's, 
CoL  Fryes,  CqI.  Sergeant's, 

Be  formed  into  another  brigade,  und^r  the  xom- 
rrand  ot  the  fenior  officer  therein  and  until ,t he  pleasure 
©?  the  continental  Congrefs  be  known.  Thefe  two 
brigades  to  be  under  the   command  of  major   general 

Putnam 
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Pu*nam,as  alio  a  corps  de  referve  for  the  defence  of  the 
feveral  polls  north  of  Roxbury,  not  already  named. 

The  arrangement  now  ordered,  to  take  place,  is  to 
be  made  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  and  the  majors  general 
are  to  fee  it  done  accordingly,  fome  inconveniences  may 
arife  to  certain  individuals  by  this  change,  but  as  the 
good  of  the  fervice  requires  it  to  be  made  an  alert  and 
ready  compliance  is  expected. 

All  applications  from  henceforward,  by  officers  or 
foldiers,  for  leave  of  abfence,  are  to  be  made  to  the  ma- 
jor general  commanding  each  divifion,  who  is  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  the  application,  and  grant  furloughs 
where  they  fee  caufe,  without  applying  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief  provided  it  be  not  contrary  to  general  or- 
ders. 

General  Heath's  regiment  is  to  take  poft  at  No.  2. 
in  lieu  of  general  Ward's,  colonel  Patter  fon's  remain  at 
No.  3,  col.  Seammon's  to  occupy  No.  1,  and  the  re- 
doubt between  that  and  No.  2.  colonel  Prefcott's  regi- 
ment to  take  poll  at  the  redoubt  upon  Sewell's  point/ 
colonel  Gerniihes  regiment  to  furnifh  the  companies  for 
Chefea,  Maiden,  and  Medford. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  sad  July,.  On  mo- 
tion Refolved,  That  Dr=  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferfori,  Mr. 
J.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Lee,  be  a  committee  to  take  into 
confideration,  arid  report  on  the  resolution  ot  the  houfe 
of  commons,  February  20,  1775*  commonly  called  lord 
North's  motion. 

Head 
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Head-Quarters,  at  Cambridge,  July,  23d   1775. 

Parole,  Brunfwick,  Countersign,  Princeton* 

As  the  continental  army  have  unfortunately  no  uni- 
forms, and  confequently  many  inconveniences  mud  a- 
rile,  from  not  being  ableaLvays  to  diftinguifh  the  corn- 
miffimed  officers,  from  the  non-commiflioned,  and  the 
noncommiffioned  from  the  private,  it  is  defired  that 
feme  badges  of  diflinclion  may  be  immediately  provid- 
ed, for  inftance  the  field  officers  may  have  red  or  pink 
coloured  cockades  in  their  hats,  the  captains  yellow,  or 
buff,  and  the  fubalterns  green.      They    are  to  iurnifh 

themfelves  accordingly. -The  ferjeanis   may  be   dif- 

tinguifbed  by  an  epaulette  or  ftripe  of  red  cloth  fewed 
upon  their  right  moulder,  the  corporals  by  one  of 
green. 

The  people  employed  to  make  fpears,  are  deGred  by 
the  general,  to  make  four  dozen  of  them  immediately, 
thirteen  feet  in  length,  and  the  wood  part  a  good  deal 
more  fubftanial  than  thofe  already  amade,  particularly 
in  the  New  Ham^fhire  lines,  are  ridiculously  fhort  and 
flight,  and  can  anfwer  no  fort  ot  purpofe  :  no  more  are 
therefore  to  be  made  on  the  fame  model. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  different  works  and 
polls,  are  once  more  enjoined  to  furnifli  themfelves  with 
a  fufficient  number  of  gabions  and  fafeines,  which  are  to 
flap  up  the  entrances  of  their  refpeisive  redoubts  and 
lines ;  and  to  repair  their   works,    which  may  either  be 

damaged 
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damaged  by  the  weather,  or  the  fire  of  the  enernyj  it  is 
obferveckhat  feveral  of  tile  entra  ices  of  the  redoubts  irs 
(till  left  open,  without  any  fort  of  defence:  the  con* 
maudin  g  offers  of  each  re  1  >ubt,  are  therefore  ordered 
to  cut  a  wide  deep  ti'ach  at  the  entrances,  and  throw  a 
bridge  of  (Irons  clank  acrofs  :  this  to  be  done  without 
delay. 

John  Davis  of  captain  Fotter's  company,  in  colonel 
Gtidley's  regiment  oFartiileryj  tryed  for  dclertion,  and 
Fufpicion  of  in  rending  to  go  to  the  enemy,  is  acquitted 
by  the  general  court  martial, 

Eafign  Troften  accifel  bv  col.  Seammons  of  abu* 
five  and  irifuhing  ianguage  to  the  laid  col.  Seammons 
wnile  under  arrefl,  ttyed  by  a  general  court  martial  of 
which  col.  Nixon  waspreiidenL  The  court  were  unan- 
imoufly  of  opinion,  that  the  prifoner  is  not  guilty,   and 

do  therefore  acquit  him  with  honour. -Lieut.   Trof- 

ton,  to  be  forthwith  releafed  from  his  arrelt. 

Michael  Bury,  cape  Parker's  company,  and  colonel 
Prefcott's  regimen^  tryed  by  the  fame  general  court 
martial  tor  refuting  his  duty,  and  enliiiingin  an  another 
company.  The  court  condemn  the  prifoner,  and  order 
him  to  receive  39  lalhes. — —The  gentra!  orders  the 
fenrence  to  be  put  in  execution  at  the  head  of  the  regi- 
ment the  delinquent  belongs  ro. 

Col.  Little's  regimen  ,  omitted  in  yeflerdays  orders, 
is  in  general   Greece's   brigade,  ai-d    to  be  polled  upon 

Proipea  Hill. 

/ 

Head 
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Head  Ouarters,  atCAMSRiDGE,  July  24th,  1775. 

Parole,  Salisbury,  Countersign,  Cumberland 

It  being  thought  proper  to  diftiogailh,  the  majors, 
from  the  brigadiers  general,  Sy  f>me  {particular   mirk; 
tor  the  future,  the  majors  general  will  wear  a  broad  pur- 
pie    ribband.       Notwithftanding   the   general     orders, 
marking    the   dftinclions   of  :  general    officers,   aids  de 
camp.  <&c.     The  generals  are    frequently    flopped    by 
the  centinels,  which  can  only  happen  from  the  captains 
having  negle&ed  to  read  the  orders  to    their    refpe&ive 
companies  ;  if  any  general  officer,  aid  de  camp,  or  ma- 
3  jr  of  brigade,  is  again  flopped  through    the  ignorance 
ot  the  cen:inels  :  the  captains  will  be   considered  as  ref- 
ponfible. 

As  any  attempt  the  cn^my  from  their  late  difap* 
pointments  may  have  the  raftinefs  or  the  hardinefs  to 
make  ;  will  be  violent  and  fudden.  The  general  ex. 
pe&s  the  officers  and  foldiers,  will  be  not  only  refolute, 
but  alert  to  defeat,  and  in  a  particular  manner,  he  en- 
forces his  orders  to  every  field  officer,  upon  no  account 
(duty  excepted)  lo  lay  out  ot  camp  ;  but  upon  every 
occafion,  to  ihe*  by  their  example,  that  aftivky  and 
fle^dy  courage,  fo  nectif  iry  to  jJefciftj  an  enterprizin^ 
enemy. 

NotwiihRandmgtrr3  orders  of  the  nth  inlT.  exprefs- 
ly  forbidding  ail  officers  and  foldiers  from  quitting  their 
guard  before  they  are  regularly  relieved,  and  difmiiTei  ; 
the  general  is  informed  luch  unfoldier  like  practices  are 
iliii  committed.  He  therefore  admoniihss  all  officers,  and 
Vol.  I.  Hhh  noa 
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non  commiffioned  officers,  not  to  lufFer  any  perfon  to 
quit  their  guard  upon  any  pretence,  caie  to  be  taken, 
the  men  are  properly  fupp]yed  with  proviuons,  before 
they  mount  guard. 

Report  being  this  morning  made  to  the  general, 
that  the  main  guard  room  is  kept  abominably  fikhy 
and  dirty  ;  for  the  future  one  commanding  officer,  is 
not  to  relieve  another,  upon  that  guard,  until  he  is  af- 
fured,  that  the  officers  and  mens  appartrnents,  are  clean, 
and  in  decent  order. 

The  furgeon  of  every  regiment  in  the  lines,  re- 
doubts, or  in,  or  near  Cambridge,  to  deliver  to  mor- 
row at  twelve  at  noon,  to  the  adjutant  general,  at  Head 
Quarters,  an  exaft  return  of  the  fick  in  the  regiments 
they  refpeclively  belong  to.  The  names,  rank,  and 
cliforders  of  each  officer  non  commiftioned  officer,  and 
foldier,  to  be  mentioned  in  the  return. — the  returns  of 
the  furgeons  of  the  corps,  Rationed  in,  and  near  Rox- 
buty,  to  be  made  to  the  commanding  general  at  Roxbu- 
ry  Tuelday  noon,  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  by 
the  above  order,  and  the  general  commanding  at  Rox- 
bury  will  tranfmit  them  to  Head  Ouaners  at  orderly 
time  W  edneiday, 

HEAD-Ou  ARTERS,  CAMBRIDGEj  Jllty  2^tkt  ljjfr 

Parole,  Halifax,  Countersign,  Yor  k 

Continual  complaints  being  made  taat  ioldters  of 
regiments,  and  companies,  alter  eniifling  in  one  compa- 
ny and  regiment,  have  gone  and  entitled  inaaother,  in 
fomuch  that  it  would  engrofs  the  generals  whole  time 
to  bea*  the  difpuces  upon  this  fubject.      For  the  future 

any 
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any  officers  who  have  any  difpute  in  regard  to  the  men 
re-iniifted,  are  to  apply  to  the  brigadier  commanding 
their  biigade,  who  will  pfdsr  a  comt  martial  of  the  bri- 
gade to  hear  and  determine  the  matter* 

The  general  court  martial  of  which  colonel  Nixon, 
was  president,  to  be  diiloived  this  evening,  and  anocner 
general  court  martial  of  the  line  to  let  to  morrow  morn- 
ing at  the  ufual  time  and  place  to  try  fuch  prisoners  as 
fhall  be  brought  before  them,  all  evidences,  and  perfoas 
concerned,  to  attend  the  court. 


The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  itfh  July  agreed  in  an 
addrefs  to  the  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly 
of  Jamaica  as  follows  : 

Mr,  Speaker, and  Gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica. 

WE  would  think  ourfelves  deficient  in  our  duty,  if 
we  fuffered  this  Congrefs  to  pafs  over  without  exprefs- 
ingourefteem  for  the  affembly  of  Jamaica. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have 

been    entrusted     wi:h    the     admimftration   of     Bhtiffa 

affairs,  during  thefc  lad  twelve  years,  will  clifcover  ia  it 

a  deliberate  plan  to  deurov ,  m  every  part  of  the  empire, 

the  free  conftitution  for  which  Britain  has  been  fo  long 

and  fo  juftly    famed.       With  a    dexterity,    artiul   and 

wicked,  they  have  varied  the  modes  of  attack  according 

to  the  different  chara&ers  and    circumstances  ot  thofe 

whom  they  meant    to   reduce.       In    the    Eaii    Indies, 

where  the  effeminanc*  of  the  inhabitants    promilcd  an 
'  eaty 
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cafy  conqueft,  they  thought  it  unneceiTaay  to  veil   their 
tyrannical  principles  under  the  tbinneft  difguife.  With- 
out deGgningeven  to  pretend  a  juftificarion  of  their  in- 
fatiable  avarice  and  lull  of   power,      In   Brntain,    where 
the  maxims  of  freedom  were    (till    kio  vn,    but    where 
luxury  and  diffipation  had  dimmifh  d  the   wonted    re- 
verence for  them,  the  attack  his   been   carried   on  in   a 
more  fecret  and  indirect   manner;  corrup'ioa    has  been 
employed  to  undermine  them.     The  Americans  are  not 
enervated  by  effeminacy,  like  the  inhabitants  of   India; 
fcor  debauched  by  luxury,  like  thofe  of  Great    Butain  : 
It  was  therefore  judged  improper  to  ailail  theoi  by    bri- 
bery, or  by  undifgui&d  force.      Plau fible  lyftems    were 
formed  ;  fpecious  pretences  were  made  :  All  the  arts  of 
fophiftry  were  tried  to  fhew  that  the  Britifhminiilry  had 
by  law  a  right  to  enflave  us.     The  firft  and    Deft   max- 
ims of  the  confutation,  venerable  to  Britons  and  to   A* 
mcricans,  were  perverted  snd  prophaned.     The   power 
of  parliament,  derived  from  the   people,    was   extended 
over  thofe  from  whom  it  was  never   derived.     It  is    af- 
felted  that  a  {landing  army  may  be  conflitutionally  kept 
among  us,  without   our    con  fen  t.       Thofe  principles, 
difhonourable  to  thofe  who  adopted  them,  and  destruc- 
tive to  whom  they  were  applied,  were    neverthelefs  car- 
lied  into  execution  by  the  foes  of  libeuy    and   ot    man- 
kind.    Acis  of  parliament,    ruinous  to   America,   and 
unserviceable  to  Britain,  were  made    to    bind  us  ;  ar- 
mies, maintained  by  the  parliament,  were    fent  over  to 
fecure  their  operation.      The  power,  however,  and  the 
cunning  of  our  adverfaries,  were  alike  unfuccelsruL  We 
refuied  to  their  parliaments    an    obedience,   which   our 

j  ud^ments 
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judgments  difapproved  of;  we  refufed  to  their  armies  a 
fubmiflicn,  which  fpirits  unaccuflomed  to  flaverv,  could 
not  brook. 

But  while  we  fpurned  a  difgraceru1  fubje&ion,  we 
were  far  from  running  ;nto  rafh  or  feditious  meafures 
ofoppoution.  Filled  with  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  our 
fovereign,  and  01  affe&ton  and  refpe  }  for  our  fellow 
iubjetts  in  Britain;    we  petitioned,  we  fupplicated,  we 

expollulated  : Our    prayers     were    rejecled  ; — our 

remonfira;^ces  were  dilregarded  : — our  grievances  were 
accumulated.  Aii  this  did  not  provoke  us  to  vio- 
lence. 

An    appeal   to   the    juftice  and   humanity  of  thoe 
who  had  injured  us,  and  were  bound  to  udrefs  our  in- 
jures, was  ineffectual ;  we  next  refolved  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  their  intereft,  though  by  doing  fo  we  k;iew   we 
mud  facrifice  our  own,  and  (which  gave  us  equal   unea- 
finefs)  that  of  our  friends    who  had  never  offended  us, 
and  wno  were  connected  with  us  by  a  fympathy  of  feel- 
ings, under  oppreflions  fimilar  to    our    own.      We  re? 
iolved  to  give  up  our  commerce  that  we  might  preferve 
our  liberty.       We  flattered    ourfeives,   that,  when   by 
withdrawing  our    comercial    imercourfe   with   Britain, 
which  we  had  an  undoubted  ri^ht  either  to  withdraw  or 
continue,  her  trade  ihould  be  dirninifhed,  her  revenues 
impaiied,  and  her  manufactures  unemployed,  our  min- 
ilieria]  foes  would  be  induced  by  intereii,  or  compelled 
by  neceflity,  to  depart  from  the  plan  of   tyranny   which 
they  had  fo  long  purfued,  and  to  lubfii-.u  e  inii's  place, 
^  lyllzm  more  compatible  with  the  heedoriioi  America, 

and 
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and  juftice  of  Britain,  That  this  fcheme  of  non  im- 
portation and  non  exportation  might  be  productive  of 
the  defired  effects,  we  were  obliged  to  include  the  Isl- 
ands in  it.  From  this  neceffity  alone,  has  our  conduct 
towards  ihem  proceeded.  By  converting  your  fugar 
plantations  into  fields  of  grain,  you  can  fupply 
you' (elves  win  the  neceflaries  of  life:  while  the 
piefent  unhappy  flruggle  (ball  continue,  we  cannot  do 
more. 

But  why  mould  we  make  any  apology  to  the  patri- 
otic affembly  of  Jamaica,  who  know  fa  well  the  value 
of  liberty  ;  who  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  extreme  danger  to 
which  ours  is  expofed  ;  and  who  forefee  how  certainly 
the  deftruction  of  ours  mud  be  followed  by  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  their  own  ? 

We  receive  uncommon  pleafure  from  obferving  the 
principles  of  our  righteous  oppolition  diflinguifhed  by 
your  approbation  :  we  feel  the  warmed  gratitude  for 
your  pathetic  mediation  in  our  behalf  with  the  crown. 
It  was  indeed  unavailing — but  are  you  to  blame  ? 
mournful  experience  tells  us,  that  petitions  are  often  re- 
jected, while  rhe  sentiment  and  conduct  of  the  petiti- 
oners entitle  what  they  offer  to  a  happier  fate. 

That  our  petitions  have  been  treated  with  difdain  is 
now  become  the  fmaileU  part  of  our  complaint  :  minif- 
terial  infoleuce  is  loll  in  minifterial  barbarity.  It  has, 
by  an  exertion  peculiarly  ingenious,  procured  thole,  ve- 
ry mea lures,  which  it  (aid  us  under  the  hard  neceffity 
of  purfuing,  to  be  ftumatized  in  parliament  as  rebel- 
lious :  It  has  employed  additional  fleets  and  armies  for 
the  infamous    purpefe  of   compelling  us   to   abandon 

them 
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them  :  It  has  plunged  us  in  all  the  horrors  and  cata- 
mites of  civil  war  :  It  has  caufed  the  treafure  and  Uaoj 
of  Britons  (formerly  fhed  and  expended  for  far  other 
ends)  to  be  fpilt  and  wafted  in  the  execrable  defign  of 
fpreading  flavery  over  Britijh  America  :  It  will  not, 
however,  accompli  (hits  aim  ;  In  the  word  of  contingen- 
cies a  choice  will  ftill  be  left  which  it  never  can  prevent 
us  from  making. 

The  peculiar  Gtuation  of  your  Ifland  forbids  your  af- 
fiflance.  But  we  have  your  good  wifhes. — Froaq  the 
good  wifhes  of  the  friends  of  liberty  and  mankind,  we 
fhall  always  derive  corifolation. 

Congrcfs  alfo  Refolved,  That  a  body  of  forces,  not 
exceeding  five  thoufand,  be  kept  up  in  the  New  York 
department,  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  that  part  q! 
America,  and  for  fecuring  the  lakes,  and  protecting 
the  frontiers  from  incur(kns  or  invasions. — That  a  far- 
ther fum,  amounting  to  the  value  of  one  million  of  $■)*- 
nifh  milled  dollars  be  itruck  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars  each. 
As  the  figning  fa  great  a  number  of  bills  as  hasjbe^a 
directed  to  be  iflued  by  this  congrefs,  will  require  more 
time  than  the  members  can  poliibly  devote  to  that  bufi- 
nefs  confident  with  the  attention  due  to  the  public  fer- 
vice. 

Refolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appoin- 
ted and  fully  authorised  \o  iign  the  fame,  viz,  Luke 
Morris,  Samuel  Meredith,  jedah  Fouike,  Samuel  Mor- 
ris,  Frederick  Kuhl,  Robert  Strettle  Jones,  Thomrs 
Coornbe,  Ellis  Lewis,  John  Meafe,  Thomas  Lawrence, 
Daniel  Clymer,  John  Maxwell  Nefbt,  Thomas  Bar- 
clay,   John  Bayard,  William  Craig,    Thomas  Bartow*, 

Jonn 
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John  Shoe,  Ifaac  Hazl^hurft,  Robert  Roberts,  Antho- 
ny Morris,  Mordecai  Lewis,  George  Mifflin,  Robert 
Tuckriifs,  Andrew  Banner,  William   Jackfon,  Jofeph 

Simms,    J^mes  Mllegan,   and  James    Reed Tbac 

each  of  the  continental  bills  be  numbered  and  figned  by 
two  of  the  above  gentlemen. 

Congrefs  on  the  26ib  July  eftahlifhed  a  poft  office, 
to  reach  irom  Falmouth  in  New  England,  to  Savannan, 
in  Georgia  ;  and  unanimoufly  elected  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  poft  mailer  general,  who  is  allowed  a  fodary 
of  one  thoufand  dollars  per  annum  for  himfelf,  and 
three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  per  annum  for  alecreta- 
ry  anrl  ccumptrol  er,  with  power  to  appoint  fucb,  and  fo 
many  deputies  as  to  him  may  Teem  proper  and  necef- 
fary. 

The  Maryland  convention  met  at  Annapolis  on 
$6ih,  July,  they  unanimcufly  rtjolvcd  upon  an  ailocia- 
tibn  to  be  hgned  by  the  members,  and  the  other  free- 
men of  i he  province.  They  fail,  "  we  do  unite  as  one 
band,  and  iolemnly  pledge  ourfelves  to  each  other,  and 
to  America,  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  pow- 
er, luppoit  the  prefent  oppofition,  carrying  on,  as  well 
bv  arms  as  bv  the  continental  aifociation,  restraining 
our  commerce/'  They  like  wife  Refelved,  **  that  there 
be  fouy  companies  of  minute  men  enrolled  as  Toon  as 
ma\  be:  and  that  every  able  bodied  effeative  freeman 
mthih  the  province  between  Gx'een  and  fifty  (clergy- 
men of  all  denominations,  praaifing  phyiicians,  the 
houfholdol  the  governor,  minute  and  artillery  men,  and 
perfons  who  from  their  religious  principles  cannot  bear 

arms 
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arms  in  any  cafe  excepted)  as  loon  as  may  be,  an  J  at 
furthtd  before  the  fifteenth  of  September,  mail  enroll 
bimfelf  in  foHie  company  of  militia.-  They  alfo  efta- 
blillied  a  council  of  fafety,  confiding  of  (ixteen  pcrfons ; 
and  ordered  committees  of  obfervation  and  of  correfpon- 
dence  to  be  chofen  ;  and  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount 
of  fevcral  hundred  thoufand  dollars  to  be  ftruck  with  all 
convenient  fpecd. 


Head-Quarters,  July,  264   1775. 

Parole,  Amfkrdam,  Countersign,  Amboy. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  commanding  officers  of 
corps,  that  all  coveings  made  of  boards  be  built  in  the 
form  of  barracks,  and  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner 
at  the  fame  time  fo  contrived,  as  to  be  warm  and  com- 
fortable in  cold  weather. 

All  palLs  to  be  difcontinued  for  the  future,  and  no 
perfon  to  be  admitted  into  the  lines,  unlefs  introduced 
by  an  officer  who  can  vouch  for  him,  or  by  order  of  the 
officers  commanding  in  the  lines. 

It  being  reprefented  that  the  prefent  hofpital  is  not 
1  ar  .e  enough  to  contain  the  Tick,  Lieutenant  governor 
Oliver*!  houfe  is  to  be  cleared  for  thatpurpofe,  and  care 
to  be  taken  trnt  no  injury  is  donQ  to  it. 

Nirtwith (landing  the  dri£t  and  repeated  orders  that 
has  been  given  again  ft  tiring  fmall  arms,  it  is  hourly 
practiced  :  all  officers  commanding  guards,  pods,  and 
detachments,  to  be  alert  in  apprehending  all  future 
tranfgredbrs. 

Vol.  I.  I  i  i  Capt. 
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Capt.  Clarke  of  general  Putnam's  regiment,  confin- 
ed in  arreft  for  neglect  of  duty  when  upon  guard  ;  tryed 
by  a  late  general  court  martial,  is  acquitted,  and  is  im- 
mediately to  be  releafed  from  his  arreft. 

Levi  Woods  foldier  in  capt.  Nutting's  company  in 
colonel  Prefcott's  regiment  confined  for  zbteirlny  bim- 
feif  without  leave,  and  refufing  to  take  the  oath,  and 
threatning  to  leave  the  army.  The  court  martial  upoa 
thepnfoners  pleading  guilty,  and  promising  to  behave 
obediently  for  the  future,  recommend  him  to  the  gener- 
al's mercy  :  who  is  pleated  to  pardon  the  prilbner. 

Head  Quarters,    July  znd,  1775; 
Parole,  Bedford,  Countersign,  Guilford. 

John  Trumbull,  Efq.  being  a]  pointed  aid  decamp 
to  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief,  he  is  to  be 
obeyed  as  fuch. 

£\jCQVLXt  of  inquiry  to  fet  to  morrow  morning  at 
eight' oclock  in  the  total's  chamber,  (Mr.  Hall's)  to  exa- 
mine into  a  complaint  exhibited  upon  oath  in  the  public 
nev  $rr   ers, :  .  Benjamin  Whitin  >,  now  a  pri- 

fonerinthe  college,  aU  evidences  and  perfoas  concern- 
ed to  attend  the  court. 

For  the  future  when  anjr  deferters  come  to  any  of 
the  out  guards,  they  are  without  the  leaft  delay  to  be 
lent  by  a  corporals  guard  to  the  next  guard  in  the  lines, 
who  is  immediately  to  efcort  them  in  the  lame  manner  to 
tYst  major  general  commanding  that  dvAiion  of  the  ar- 
my who,  as  ioonas  he  lus  examined  them,  will  forth- 
with 
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with  fend  them  under  a  proper  efcort  from  his  guard  o 
the  head  quarters.  Sjmeofthe  delerters  being  made 
drunk,  who  came  laft  night  from  the  enemy,  before  they 
reached  head  quarters  ;  it  will  be  considered  as  a  breach 
of  orders  in  any  pcifon  who  gives  rum  to  deferters,  be- 
fore they  are  examined  by  the  general. 

A  lab dVcnx  officer's  guard  to  be  mounted  to  morrow 
morning  at  eight  oModt  a:  acertam  dilttrice  from  the 
fmall  pox  hoipual.  The  officer  to  come  this  evening  at 
(ia.  o'clock,  to  ue  adjutant  general  lor  orders. 


To  John  Hancock,  Efquire,  President  of  Congrefs. 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  Jul)'  2jth,  1775. 

SIR, 

NO  THING  material  has  occurred  in  either 
ca*mp,  fince  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefii  ig  you  on  the 
twenty  firft  indarit  by  exprefs  ;  bu:  on  TJuefday,  thre^ 
men  of  war  and  nine  tranfpoits  failed  out  of  Bolton  har- 
bour, and  flood  acourie  about  E.  S.  E. 

One  Groves,  who  came  out  of  Bo&on  the  fams 
evening,  informed  the  officer  at  one  of  the  out  polls, 
that  the  tranfports  had  on  board  fix  hundred  men,  and 
were  bound  to  Block  I  (had,  Fiiher's  Ifhnd,  and  Long 
Island,  to  plunder  them,  and  bring  off  what  cattle  they 
may  find.  The  fellow  returned  again  into  Boftori  an> 
der  fuch  fufpicious  circum  (lances,  th.it  it  has  lei  me  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  his  intelligence. 

A  defcrter,  who  came  in  afterwards,  informs  me  that 
it  was  giren  out  in  their  camp,    that   they    were   either 

gone 
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goae  for  Indians  or  frefh  provifions ;  and  that  each  traal-  s 
port  had  but  twenty  men  on  board.     Upon  this  intel- 
ligence, I  immediately    wrote    to    governor    Cooke    of 
Rhode  I  (land,  and  to  general  Wooiier,  that  they  might 
take  proper  precautions  for  removing  the  cattle  offthofe 
Islands,  and  the  coaits,  and  to  prevent  any  furprize.— 
As  weaie  confirmed,  by  every  account,  in  the   fcarcity 
cf  irtfh  provifions  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and  particular- 
ly by  this  deferter,  it  is  very  probable  this  voyage    may 
be  only  intended  for  a  fupply  :   but  as  it    may  poflibly 
be  otherwife,  I  thought  it  belt  to  tranfr.it    the    intelli- 
gence to  the  honourable   Congrefs,   that  they  may   for- 
ward it  to  the  fouthward,  or  take  fuch  other  Heps    as 
they  may  judge  proper. 

Since  writing  the  above,  three  more  deferters  have 
come  out, — which  makes  four,  in  twenty  (our  hours. 
Their  accounts  conefpond  with  thofe  of  the  firft  who 
came  out,  and  which  1  have  related  above. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c# 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  27th  July  pro- 
ceeded to  the  eftabliihment  of  an  hofpital  for  an  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  ;  and .unanimoufly  elected  Dr. 
Benjamin  Church,  to  be  director  of  and  phyfician  in  it. 
They  alfo  unanimously  chticd  James  Warren,  Eiq.  pay 
mafter  general. 

Congrefs,  agreed,  that  for  ihe  cftablilhment   cf   an 
hofpital,  for  an  army  confiding -of  twenty  chouiand  men, 

the 
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i.;e  following  officers  and  c  aer  a*fendants  be  appoint- 
ed, with  the  following  allowance  1  r  o  y,  v\t  —  >oe  di- 
rector general  and  cnief  ph}fi:ian,  his  pa*y  per  day  four 
dollars. — Fou  .urgeons,  each  ditto,  one  and  one  third 
of  a  dollar, — One  apothecary,  ditto,  one  and  one  third 
of  a  dollar.—  1  -.verity  furgeons  mates,  each  ditto,  two 
thirds  of  a  dolUr. — One  clerk,  ditto,  two  thirds  of  a 
dollar. — Two  (lore  keepers,  each  four  dollars  per  month. 
—-■One  nurfe  to  every  ten  fick,  one  fifteenth  of  a  dollar 
per  day,  or  two  dollais  per  month. — Labourers  occafi- 

©nally. 

The  duty  of  the  above  officers. The  director  to 

furnifh  medicines,  bedding,  and  all  other  neceffaues,  to 
pay  for  the  fame,  fuperintend  the  whole,  an!  make  his 
report  to,  and  receive  orders  from    the   commander    in 

chief Surgeons,  apothecary,  and  mates,  to  vifit  and 

attend  the  fick,  and  the  mates  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
phyficians,  furgeons  and  apothecary.— Matron,  to  fu- 
perintend the  nurfes,  bedding,  &c. — Nurfes,  to   attend 

the  fick  and  obey  the   matron's    orders. Clerk,   to 

keep  accounts  for  the  director   and   fibre  keepers. 

Storekeeper,  to  receive  and  deliver  the  beddia^  and  o- 
ther  necellaries  by  order  of  the  director. 

Refolved,  That  the  appointment  of  the'four  furgeons 

and  the  apothecary  be  left  to  douor   B.  Church. That 

the  mates  be  appointed  by  the    furgeons, -That  the 

number  of  mates  do  not  exceed    twenty. -That    the 

Kaoiber  be  not  kept  in  conitant  pay,  dhrefs  the  fick  and 
wounded  (hould  be  io  numerous  as  to  require  the  at- 
tendance of  twenty,  and  io  be  dirriiaimed  as  cirCuai. 
ilances  will  admit,  for  which  purpofe  th£   pa;/  is  fixed 


by 
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by  the  day,  that  they  may  only  receive  pay  for  aftual 
frrvice.  That  one  clerk,  two  (lore  keepers,  and  one 
mufefo  every  ten  fickbe  appointed  by  the  director. 

Rcf rived,  That  the  pay  mailer  give  bond  with  twa 
fureries,  in  the  fum  of   fifty   thoulWl    dollars,    for  the 

faithful  performance  of  his  office. That  the  bond  be 

made  payable  to  the  fame  perfons,  to  whom  the  bonds 
of  the  continental  tieafurers  are  payable.- — That  the 
pay  mailer  in  the  New-Yoik  department  give  bond  to 
the  fame  perfons  as  above  directed,  with  two  fure:ies,  in 
the  fum  of  twenty  hi/e  thou  fa nd  dollars,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  office. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  28th  July  unani- 
mouily  c\eSted  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Junr.  Eiq.  pay  maf- 
ter  for  the  forces  in  the  New  York  department. 


The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  was  agreed  to  as 

follows  : 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 
From  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  United  Colonies  of 
New  Hampfhire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the  lower  Counties  on  De- 
laware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and 
South  Carolina,  in  General  Ctygrefs  at  Philadelphia, 
i  h  f  i  0  th  of  M  ay  1775. 

FRIENDS  &  FELLOW  SUpjltC'TSJ 

AS  the  important  coa- 
ted, into  which  we  have  been  driven,  is    now    become 

inteiefting  to  every.  European    State,   and    particularly 

affects 
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afFecls  the  members  of  the  Britifh  empire,  we  think  it 
our  duty  to  addrefs  you  on  the  fabject.  We  are  d?fi- 
rous,  as  is  natural  to  injured  innocence,  of  po  fie  fling  tfyd 
good  opinion  of  the  virtuous  and  humane.  We  are 
peculiarly  defirous  of  furnifhing  you  with  a  true  ftate 
of  our  motives  and  objects  ;  the  better  to  enable  you  to 
judge  of  our  conduct  with  accuracy,  and  determine  the 
merits  of  the  controversy  with  impartiality  and  preci- 
ficn. 

However  incredible  it  may  appear,  that,  at  this  en- 
lightened period,  the  leaders  of  a  nation,  which  in  every 
age  has  facriiiced  hecatombs  ;f  her  brave-Li  patriots  on 
thealtarof  liberty,  mould  prefume  gravely  to  aflert, 
and,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  eftablifh  an  arbitrary 
fway  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and  property  of  their  fel- 
low fubje&s  in  America  ;  it  is  neyerthelefs  a  mod  deplo- 
rable  and  indifputable  truth. 

Thefe  colonies  have,  from  the  lime  of  their  fir  ft  kt- 
tlemenf,  for  near  two  cenSuries,  peaceably  enjoyed  fchofe 
very  rights,  of  which  the  miniftry  have,  for  ten.  years 
pad,  endeavoured,  hy  fraud  and  by  violence  to  deprive 
them.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  laft  war  the  genius  of 
England,  and  the  fpirit  of  wSdorn,  as  if  offended  at  the 
ungrateful  treatment  of  their  fons,  withdrew  from  the 
Britifh  counfels  and  left  that  rti  :ion  a  prey  to  a  race  of 
minifters,  with  whom  ancient  Fngiifli  honefty  and  be- 
nevolence difdained  to  dwell.  Froni  that  period,  jealou- 
fy,  dilconteiat,  oppreilioo  and  difcord  have  raped  among 
all  his  majeMy's  fubjecls;  and  filed  every  part  of  his 
dominions  with  diitreli  and  complaint. 

Not 
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Not  content  with  our  purchafir?g  of  Britain  at  her 
own  price,  cloathing  and  a  thoufand  other  articles  ufed 
by  rear  three  millions  of  people  on  this  vad  continent; 
not  fatisfied  with  the  amazing  profits  arifing  from  the 
monopoly  of  our  trade,  without  giving  us  either  tlrm  to 
breathe  after  a  long  though  glorious  war,  or  the  lealt  cre- 
dit  for  the  blood  and  treaiure  we  have  expended  in  it; 
— « — Notwithstanding  the  zeal  we  had  rnanifefted  forthe 
fervice  of  our  fovereign,  and  the  warmed  attachment  to 
the  conftttution  of  Britain,  and  the  people  of  England, 
a  black  znd  horrid  dcfign  was  formed,  to  convert  us  from 
freemen  into  flaves,  from  fubjefcls  into  vatfals,  and  from 
friends  into  enemies. 

Taxes,  for  the  fir  ft  time  fince  we  landed  on  the  A» 
merican  (bores,  were,  without  our  confen<%  impofcd  up- 
on us ;  an  unconstitutional  cdi£fc  to  compel  us  to  furnifh 
neceflaries  for  a  (landing  army,  that  we  wifhed  to  fee 
difbanded,  was  ilFued  ;  and  the  legrflature  of  New  York 
fufpended  for  refilling  to  comply  with  it.  Our  an- 
tient  and  ineftirnable  right  of  trial  by  jury  was,  in  many 
inftances,  abolifhed  ;  and  the  common  law  of  the  land 
made  to  give  place  to  admiralty  jurifdi&ions.  Judges 
were  rendered,  by  the  tenure  of  their  commiffions,  en- 
tirely  dependent  on  the  wi  1  of  a  minifkr.  New  crimes 
were  arbi  rarily  created  ;  and  uqw  courts,  unknown  to 
the  conftitution,  inftitued.  Wicked  and  infidious  go- 
vernors have  been  fet  over  us  ;  and  dutiful  petitions  for 
the  removal  of  even  the  notorioufly  infamous  governor 
Hutchinibn,  were  branded  with  the  approbious  appel. 
lation  of  fcandalous  and  defamatory.  Hardy  attempts 
have  been  made  undercolour  of  parliamentary  authori- 
ty 
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ly  .to  feize  Americans,  and  carry  therti  to   Great  Britain 
tried  for o8F*acet  corriTTWttedin  the  colonies.     An- 
rters  hive  no  tonget  remiined  Tiered,  that  of  the 
itottJ  B  iy  was  violatei  ;  and  their  form  of  go- 
vern- featially  ittuculafefl  and    trmsformed.     Oti 
pretc ->cj  trf  puni(hing  a  violation  of  fotofe  private    pro- 
perty, Committed  by    a  fev    Affgtllftft!    individuals,   the 
populous  ani  (1  ntfffhing  tovn  of  Botkm  wasfurround- 
ed  by  fleets  arid  armies;  its  trade  deftroyed  ;  its   por*s 
blocked  up  ;  and  thirty  thoafand    citizens   fdbjg&ed    to 
all  ibe  riiifefies  attending  fo  fuddjn  a  convulhonin  their 
commcicial  metropolis  ;  and  to   remove  every   6bflade 
to  the  rigorous  execution  of  this  fyliem    ot  oppreiiion, 
an  ad>  oi  parliament  was  palled  evidently  CA-calated    to 
jndemmiy  thofe,  who   might,  in  the  profecution   of  it, 
even  emirue  their  hands  in  the    b!ood    of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

Though  preflod  by  fach  an  accimalation  of  unde- 
ferved  injuries,  America  dill  remembered  her  duty  to 
her  fovereign.  A  Congrefs,  confining  of  deputies  from 
twelve  united  colonies  ailembled.  They  in  the  mod: 
ref.  e.iSui  terms  iaid  their  grievances  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne;  and  implored  his  majetly's  interpofition  in  their 
behalf.  They  alfo  agreed  to  fufpend  all  trade  with 
Gieat  Biitain,  Ireland,  and  ti\p  Welt  Indies  ;  hoping 
by  this  peaceable  mode  of  oppofition,  to  obtain  that 
juflice  from  the  Britiih  miniftry  which  had  been  i'o  long 
folicited  in  vain. — And  htre  permit  us  to  a  Scire  you, 
that  it  was  with  the  uimoft  relaclance  we  could  prevail 
upon  ourfelves,  to  ceafe  oar  commercial  connexion 
with  your  lOaaa,— — Your  parliament  had  done  us  no 
Vol.  1.  Kkk  wrong, 
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Wro"g — You  had  ever  been   friendly  to   the   rights    of 
mankind  ;  and  we  acknowledge,  with  pleafure  and    gra- 
titude, that  your   nation    has    produced    patriots,    who 
have  nobly  diftin;>ui(hed  themrelves  in  the  caufe  of  hu- 
manity and  America.      Or  the  other  hand,  we  were  not 
ignorant  that  the  labour  and   manufactures  of    Ireland, 
like  rhofe  of  the  fiik  worm,  were  at  little  mom -nt  to  her- 
felJ ;  but  ferved  only  to  give  luxury  to   thole   who  nei» 
thertoil  nor  fpin.     We  perceived  that  if  we    continued 
our  commerce  with  you,  cur  agreement  not   to  import 
from  Britain  would  be  fruiilefs  and  were  therefore  com- 
pelled to  adopt  a  meafure,  to  which  nothing  but  abloiuie 
neceflity  would  have  reconciled  us.  It  gave  us,  however, 
fcri*e  confolation  to  reflect,  that  mould  it  occafion  much 
diftrefs,  the  ferule  regions  qf  America  would  afford  you  a 
fate  alvlum  from  poverty,  and  in  time    from  oppreiii  >n 
alio  ;  an  afylurri,    in  which    many   thoufands    of  your 
countrymen  have  found  hofpitality,    peace,    and    aiila- 
ence,  and  become  united  to  us  by  all  the  ties  of  confan- 

guinity,   mutual   inter  eft,   and    affection.- Nor    did 

Congrefs  Hop  here  :•-.  Flattered  by  a  pleating  expecta- 
tion, that  the  juitice  and  humanity  which  had  fo  long 
characterized  the  Enghjh  nation,  would,  on  proper  ap- 
plication, arlord  us  relief;  they  reprefented  their  grie- 
vances in  an  affectionate  addled  to  (heir  brethren  in 
Bruain,  and  intieated  their  aid  and  interposition  in  be- 
half of  ihefe  colonies 

The  more  fully  to  evince  their  refpeet  for  their  fb- 
vereign,  the  unhappy  people  oS  Boflon  were  requefted 
by  the  Congrels  to  lubrxitt  with  patience  to  their  late  ; 
aud  all  America  united  in  a  refolutiun  to  abftain  from 

ever/ 
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every  fpecies  of  violence.— —Daring  this  period  that 
devoted  town  differed  unfpeakably,  Its  inhabitants 
were  infulted  and  their  property  violated-  Still  relying 
on  the  clemency  and  judice  of  his  mrjelty  and  the  na- 
tion, they  permitted  a  few  regiments  to  take  poGfeiTion 
of  their  town,  to  furround  it  with  hrfificv.ions  ;  and  to 
cut  off  a  1  intercourfe  between  them  and  their  friends 
in  the  country. 

With  anxious  expectation  did  all  America  wait  the 
event  of  their  petition.-  -All  America  laments  its  fate. 
—  -Tlieir  prince  was  deaf  to  their  complaints  ;  and  vain 
were  all  attempts  to  imprefs  him  with  a  fenle  of  che  Of- 
ferings of  his  American  fabje&s,  of  the  cruelty  of  their 
tafk  matters,  and  of  the  many  plag  oes  which  impended 
over  his  dominions.  Iuitead  of  directions  for  a  candid 
enquiry  into  our  grievances,  infult  was  ailed  to  op* 
prelfion  ;  and  our  long  forbearance  rewarded  with  the 
imputation  of  cowardice.  Our  trade  with  foreign  ftates 
was  prohibited;  and  an  a1*!  or  parliament  palled  to  pre- 
vent our  even  fifhing  on  our  own  coafts.  Oar  peacea- 
ble affemblies,  for  the  purpofe  of  confuting  the  common 
fa'ety,were  declared  feditious  ;  and  our  afferting  the 
very  rights  which  placed  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  on 
the  heads  of  the  three  fuccefli^e  princes  of  the  hjufe  of 
Hanover  ftiled  rebellion.  Orders  were  given  to  rem- 
force  the  troops  in  America.  The  wild  a  id  baroarous 
lavages  of  the  wiliernefi  ha/e  been  folictted  by  gifts  ta 
take  up  the  hatchet  again  ft  us  ;  and  inftigated  to  deluge 
our  fettleuients  with  the  blood  of  innoceal  and  detence- 
lels  women  and  children.— The  whole  country  was 
moreover  alarmed  with  the  horrors   of  dome  Hie   infur- 

reiii- 
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regions. Refinements  in  parental  cruelty,  at  which 

the  genius  of  Britain  rnuft  blufh  !  Refinements  which 
admit  not  of  being  even  recited  without  horror,  or  prac* 
tifed  without  infamy  !  We  iliculd  be  happy,  were 
thefe  dark  machinations  the  mere  fj^eftions   of   fufpi- 

cion- We  are  forry  to  declare,  thai:  we  aie    poffcff  d 

of  the  mod  authentic  and  indubitable  evidence  of  their 
reality. 

The  miniftry,  bent  on  pulling  down  the  pillars  of 
the  conftitution,  endeavoured  to  erec~fc  the  (landard  of 
defpotifm  in  America ;  and  if  fuccefsful,  Britain  and 
Ireland  may  fhudder  at  the  conlequences  ! 

Three  of  their  mod  experienced  generals  are  fent  to 
wage  war  with  their  fellow  fubje&s ;  and  America  is  a>- 
mazed  to  find  the  name  of  Howe  in  the  catalogue  of  her 
enemies :— — She  loved  his  brother. 

Defpaiiing of  driving  the  colonics  to   refiftance  by 
any  other  means  than  actual  huflility,  a  detachment   of 
the  arm^  at  Bojion  maiched  into  the  country  in   all   the 
array  cf  war;  and  unprovoked    fired  upon,    and  killed 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants.     The   neighbouring   farmers 
fuddenly    afTtmbled,  and    repelled    the  attack.     Fiorn 
this  all  communication  between  the   town  and   country 
was  intercepted.      The  citizens    petitioned  the    general 
for  peimiflien  ic  leave  the  town,  and  he    promifed  on 
furreccermg  their  arms  to  permit  them  to  depart   with 
tbeir  ether  etTe8s.     They  accordingly  iui -rendered  their 
arms,  and  the  get  eral  violated  his  faith.      Under  various 
pietences,  pailpons  were  delayed  and  denyed  ;  and  ma- 
ny tbeofapds  of  the  inhabitants  aie  at  this  day  con  lined 
in  the  town,  in  the  utmefi  wretehedjuefe  and  want.     The 

lame, 
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lame,  the  blind,  and  the  Tick,  have  indeed  been  turned 
out  into  the  neighbouring  fields ;  and  Come,  eluding  the 
vigilance  of  the  fentries,  have  elcaped  from  the  town, 
by  fwimming  to  the  adj  icent  fhores. 

The  war  having  thus  began    on  the  part  of  general 
Gage's  troops,  rhe  country  armed  and  ernboJied.     The 
ts  from  Ireland  foon  after  arrived  ;    a  vigo- 
rous attack  was  the?i  made  upon  the    provincials. In 

their  rbatfch,  the  troops  furrounded  the  town  oiGharJes* 
town,  confiding  of  about  four  hundred  houfes  then  re- 
cently abandoned  to  efcape  the  fury  of  a  relentiefs  fbl- 
dtery.    Having  plundered  the  houfes,  they  let  fire  to  the 

town,  and  reduced  it  to  afhes. To  this  wonton  vvafte 

of  property,  unknown  to  civilized  nations,  they  were 
prompted  the  better  to  conceal  their  approach  under 
cover  of  the  (moke.  A  (hocking  mixture  of  cowardice 
and  cruelty,  which  then  firft  tamiflied  the  lulture  of  the 
Britiih  arms,  when  aimed  at  a  brother's  bread !  But  blefs- 
ed  be  God  they  were  restrained  from  committing  far- 
ther ravages,  by  the  lofs  of  a  very  confideiable  part  of 
their  army,  including  many  of   their    mod  experienced 

officers. The  lofs  of  the  inhabitants  was  inconuder- 

able. 

Compelled  therefore  to  behold  thoufands  of  our 
countrymen  imprifoned,  and  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren involved  in  promifcuous  and  unmerited  mifery. 
When  we  find  all  faith  at  an  eiad,  and  (acred  treaties 
turned  into  tricks  of  (late  ;  when  we  perceive  our  friends 
and  kinsmen  maiTacred,  our  habitations  plundered, 
our  houfes  in  flames,  and  their  once  happy  inhabitants 
ted  only  by  the  hand  of  charity  ;—who  can    blame    us 

for 
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for  endeavouring  toreftrain  the  progrefsof  deffolatiia  ? 

who  can  ceofure  our  repelling    (he  attacks   of    fucli   a 
barbarous  band  ?  who  in  fuch  circumftances,  would  not 
i    obey  the  great,  the  univerfal,  the  divine  law  of  feif-pre- 
feivation  ? 

Though  vilified  as  wanting  fpirit,  we  are  determin* 
ed'o  behave  like  men  — though    intuited    and    abufed, 

we  w.fh  for  a  reconciliation. Though  defamed  as  fe- 

ditious^e  are  ready  to  obey  the  laws- — and  though 
charged  with  rebellion,  will  cheerfully  bleed  in  defence 
of  our  fovereign  in  a  righteous  caufe.— What  more  can 
we  fay  ?      What  more  can  we  offer  ? 

But  we  forbear  to  trouble  you  with  a  tedious  detail 
of  the  various  and  fruklefs  offers  and  applications  we 
have  repeatedly  made,  not  for  penfions,  for  wealth,  or 
for  honours,  but  lor  the  humble  boon  or  being  per- 
mitted to  poflefs  the  fruits  of  honed  induftry,  and  to 
enjoy  that  degree  of  liberty  to  which  God  and  the  con- 
ftitution  have  given  us  an  undoubted  right. 

Bleffed  with  an  indiflbluble  union,  with  a  variety  of 
internal  refources,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  juf- 
tice  of  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  ail  human  events,  we 
have  no  doubt  of  riling  fuperior  to  all  the  machinations 
of  evil  and  abandoned  mimfters.  We  already  anticipate 
the  golden  period,  when  liberty,  wirh  all  the  gentle  arts 
of  peace  and  humanity,  fhall  eilablifh  her  mil  J  durnmi- 
on  in  this  weftern  worl  j,  and  tn&  eternal  monument! 
to  the  memory  of  thofe  virtuous  patriots  aui  martyrs, 
who  fhall  have  fought  and  bkd  and  fullered  i a  ner 
caufe. 

Accept 
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Accept  our  mod  grateful  acknoA'ledgeme^s  for  the 
friendly  difpofjtion  you  have  always  (hewn  towar  Is  us. 
—We  know  that  you  are  not  withoat  your  grievances. 
—  We  fympathize  with  you  in  your  diftrefs,  and  are 
pleaied  to  find  that  the  defign  or  fubjugating  us,  has 
perfuaded  adminiflration  to  difpenfe  to  Ireland,  fome 
vagrant  rays  of  miniaerial  lunfhine.—  Even  the  tender 
mercies  of  government  have   long    been   cruel   towards 

you. In  the  rich   paftures  of  Inland,    many    hun- 

gry  parricides  have  ted,  and  grown  ftrong  to    1  iboitr   in 
its  deftruaion.      We  hope  the  patient   abiding   ©f  the 
meek  may  not  always  be  forgotten;  and  Go  J  grant   that 
tl  --iniquitous  fchemes  for  extirpating  liberty   from    the 
Britijli  empire  may  be  foon  defeated.     But  we    fhould 
be  wanting  to  ourfeives  ;   we  fhould    be   perfedious   to 
pofterity  ;  we  fhould  be  unworthy    that    anceftry  from 
which  we  derive  our  defcer:t,    fhould    we    fubmit  with 
folded   arms  to   military  butchery  and  depredation,  to 
gratify  the  lordly  ambition,  or  fate  the  avarice  of  a  Bri* 
tijh  miniflry.     In  defence  of  our  perfons    and   proper- 
ties, under  actual  violation,   we  have   taken  up  arms; 
when  thac  violence   fhali    oe  removed,   and    hostilities 
ceafe  on  the  part  ot  the  aggreifdrs,   they    (hall   ceafe  on 
our  part  alfo.       Far    the   achievement  of  this    happy- 
event,  we  confide  in  the  good  offices  of  our  fellow  fub- 
jecls  beyond  the  Atlantic.     Of  their   iriendly    difpofi- 
tion  tve  do  not  yet   defpond  ;    awareas    they   mufl    be, 
that  they  have  nothing  more  to  expe&    from    the  fame 
common  enemy,    than  the    humble'   favour     of  being 
latt  devoured. 

Head 


4$4  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.d.  i773, 

Head-Quarters.  July,  2$tk  tjj$. 
Parole,  Cumberland,  Countersign,  Brookline. 

The  fargeons  of  Learnard,  Heath,  Little,  Pbinney, 
and  Pai  fork's  regiments,  have  neglefled  to  deliver  in 
the  r|jurns  of  the  fiek  of  their  refpc&ive  regiments,  to 
the  adjutant  general,  thofe  returns  to  be  delivered  forth- 
with,, and  the  furgeons  of  thofe  corps  are  to  be  more  ex- 
acl  iti  their  obedience  to  orders. 

Head  Quarters,    July  igth,  1775.' 

Parole,  Dartmouth,  Countersign,  Cork, 

A  ferjeant  and  fix  men  to  parade  at  the  head  quar- 
ters at  eleven  o'clock,  to  efcort  certain  pi i Toners  and 
deferters  to  Worceftor,  this  party  to  be  victualled  for 
this  day  and  to  morrow  :  the  ferjeant  will  receive  his 
orders  from  the  adjutant  general. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Whiting,  tryed  by  a  court  of  inqui- 
ry, ordered  in  the  general  orders  of  the  27th  in  ft.  where- 
of lieutenant  colonel  James  Brickatt  v/as  preGdent. 
The  court  having  maturely  confideredthe  evidence  for, 
snd  againft  ths  pufuner,  as  well  as  what  the  prifoner 
}  -  i  to  ptfer  in  his  defence,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pri- 
foner is  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  do 
therefore  acquit  the  prifoner.  The  general  therefore 
ciders  the  pi  1  loner  to  be  releafed. 

James 
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James  Macdaniel,  (rye J  by  a  general  court  martial, 
whereof  co'onrl  Glover  was  prefideat  ;  for  forging  an 
order  of  general  Putnam* I  to  obtain  a  quart  ot  ru  n,  and 
for  abufive  language  to  coljii^i  Gridley  ;  is  found  guil- 
ty, and  ordered  to  receive  twenty  lafhes.  The  general 
confirms  the  feo'ence,  arid  orders  it  to  be  executed  af- 
ter prayer  time  to  morrow. 

James  Fo(ler  of  captain  B  ltlet's  company  in.  col. 
Nixon's  regiment  tryed  by  the  fame  general  court  mar- 
tial, for  robbing  Dr.  Fufter  furgeon  ot  the  genen^  hof- 
pifa),  being  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  is  fentenced  to 
receive  thirty  nine  lafhes,  and  fuffer  one  months  fatigue. 
■  The  general  approves  the  fentence  and  orders  it  to 
be  put  in  execution  at  the  head  of  the  regiment  after 
prayer  time  to  morrow. 

William  Window  of  capt.  Perkins's  company  of 
artillery,  tryed  by  the  fame  court  martial,  for  dealing  a 
cannon  cartiidgeof  powder  is  acquitted. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  29th  July,  elect- 
ed William  1  udor,  Efq,  judge  advocate  of  the  army,— 
And  Refolvsd,  That  Michael  HiiJegas,  and  George  Cly- 
mer,  Elqrs,  be  joint  tieafurerfl  of  the  united  colonies  j 
that  the  treafurers  reiide  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  they 
ihali  give  bond  with  furety  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  then  office,  in  the  jfum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars to  John  Hancock,  Henry  Miidleion,  John  Dick- 
infon,  John  Alfop,  Thomas  Lynch,  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  and  James  Wilfon,  Efqrs.  and  the  furvivor  of 
them  in  truftiorthe  united  colonies;. 

That  the  provincial  affemblies   or  conventions  do 

each  chufe  a  treasurer  for  their  refpeelive  colonies,  and 

Vol.  I.  Lll  ta*ke 
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take  fufficient  fecurity  for  the  faithful    performance   of 

the   truft. That  each    colony   provide    ways   and 

mean?  to  fink  its  proportion  of  the  bills  ordered  to  be 
emitted  by  this  Congrefs,  in  inch  manner  as  may  be 
molt  efiFe&ual  and  beft  adapted  to  the  condition,  c  rcum- 
(rances  and  equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  fuch  colony. 
■  That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  be 
determined  according  to  the  nu nber  of  inhabitants  of 
all  ages,  including  negroes  and  muiattoes  in  each  colo- 
ny :  but  as  this  cannot  at  prefent  be  afcertained,  that 
the  quotas  of  the  feveral  colonies  be  fettled  for  the  pre- 
fent as  follows,  to  undergo  a  revifion  and  correction, 
when  the  lift  of  each  colony  is  obtained.  New- Hamp- 
shire, 124069  and  a  half,  Maflacaufetts  Bay,  434244. 
Rhode  Ifland,  71959  and  a  half.  Cbntae6Hcut,  248139. 
New  York,  248139.  New  Jerfey  161290  and  a  half. 
Pennfylvania,  372208  and  a  half.  Delaware,  37219 
and  a  half.  Maryland  310174  and  a  half.  Virginia, 
49627S.  North  Carolina,  248139.  South  Carolina, 
24^I39'     To-a!  3000000. 

That  each  colony  pay  its  refpecVve  quota  in  four 
equal  annual  payments,  the  firft  payment  to  be  made 
on  or  before  the  lait  day  of  November,  wnich  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779,  the  fecond,  on  or  before 
the  iaft  day  of  November  1780  ;  the  third,  on  or  before 
the  lait  day  of  November  1781  ;  and  the  fourth  or  lad, 
on  or  before  toe  lait  day  or  November,  1782,  and  that 
for  this  end  the  feveral  provincial  aile. nones  or  conven- 
tions provide  for  laying  and  levying  taxes  in  their  ref- 
peclive  provinteeior<colonies,  towards  linking  tiie  conti- 
[  atiitai  bAi6  :  tiiat  ihe  (aid  bills  be  received   by  the  c  d- 

**.  lectors 
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leftors  in  payment  of  fuch  taxes,  and  be  by   the    collec- 
tors paid  in'o  die  hands  ot  the  provincial  treafurers,  with 
all  luch  other  monies  as  they  may  receive  in  liea  of  the 
continental  bills,  which  other  m  mies    the   fail    or  win- 
cial  treafurer  (hill  endeavour  to  get  exchange  1 1  or  on* 
tinental  bills,  and  where  that  cannot  be  done,  mall  (end 
toihe  continental  freafurers  the  deficiency  in  filveror  gold, 
with  the  bills  making  up  the  quota  to  be  funkin  that  year, 
taking  care  to  cut  by  a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  dia.n?- 
tcran  hole  in  each  bill,  and  tocrofs  the  fame,  thereby  to 
render  them  unpayable,  though  the  Turn  or  value  as  to 
remain  fairly  legible  :  and  the  continental   treafurers,  as 
fall  as  they  receive  the  iai  i  quotas,  ihall  with  the  affid. ' 
ance  of   a  committee  of  five,  perfous  to  be  appointed  by 
theCongrefs,  if  filling,  or  by  the  alfembly  or  convention 
of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  examine  and  count  the 
continental  bills,  and  in  the  prelence  of   the    faid    com- 
mittee burn  and  dellroy  them.    And  the  Giver  and  gold 
fent  them  to  make  up  the   deficiencies  of   quotas  they 
(hall  retain  in  their  hands  until  demanded  in  redemption 
of  continental  bills  that  may  be  brought  to  them  for  that 
purpofe,  which  bills  fb  redeemed,  they  fhall  alfo    burn 
and  deftroy  in  prefence  of  the   faid   committee.     And 
the  faid  treafurers,  whenever  they  have  Giver  or  gold  in 
their  hands  for  the  redemption  of  continental  bills,  ihali 
*advei tife  the  lame,  fignilying  that  he  is  ready  to  give  Gi- 
ver or  gold  lor  fuch  bills  to  all  perlons   requiring  it  in 
exchange. 

The  provincial  treafurers  and  collectors  are  to  have 
fuch  allowances  for  their  refpedive  fervices,  as  (hail  be 
di  ecled  by  the  feverai  alfembUes  or  conventions  to  be 
paid  by  their  refpe&ive  province  or  colony.  That 
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That  the  continental  treafurers  be  allowed  for  their 
fervice  this  year  five  hundred  dollars  each. 

Refolved,  That  the  paymafter  general,  cornmilTary 
general,  quarter  matter  general,  and  every  of  their  depu- 
ties, fhall  take  an  oath  truly  and  faithfully  to  difcharge 
the  duties  of  their  refpe&ive  Rations. 

Refolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  commiflary  general 
of  mutters  be  forty  dollars  per  month. Deputy  com- 
miflary general  of  (lores  and    provifions,    (ixty  dollars 

per  ditto. Deputy  adjutant  general  fifty  dollars  per 

ditto.— -Deputy  mufter  mailer  general  forty  dollars  per 
dittos-Brigade  major  thirty  three  dollars  per  ditto.  — 
Commiflary  of  artillery  thirty  dollars  per  dittos-Judge 
advocate  twenty  dollars  per  ditto. — Colonel  fifty  dol- 
lars per  ditto. — Lieutenant  colonel  forty  dollars  per 
ditto. — Major  thirty  three  dollars  and  one  third  per 
ditto.- — Captain  twenty  dollars  per  ditto. — Lieutenant 
thirteen  dollars  and  one  third  per  ditto. — Enfign  ten 
dollars  per  ditto. — Sergeant  eight  dollars  per  ditto. 
Corporal,  drummer,  and  filer,  each  fevea   dollars    and 

one  third    per    ditto, Private   fix    dollars  and  two 

thirds  per  ditto. —  Adjutant   eighteen   dollars    and  one 
third    per  ditto. —  Quarter  mailer  eighteen   dollars    and 
one  third  per  ditto.... Chaplain  twenty  dollars  per  ditto. 
—That  the  pay  of  the  light  infantry  be    the    fame  as  , 
that  hi  the  regiment  from  a  captain   to    a  private,   both 

inciufive. That  in  the  krtillery  the  pay  of  a  captain 

be  twenty  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  month.——* 
Captain  lieutenant  twejaty  dollars  per  difco.... Lieuten- 
ants firfb  and  fecond  eighteen  dollars  and  one  third  per 
ditto.*... Lieutenant  fireworker  thirteen  dollars  and  one 

third 
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thud  per  ditto.*..  Serjeant  eight  dollars  and  one  third  per 
ditto.  Corporal  feven  dollars  and  a  half  per  ditto  .... 
Borrbardier  feven  dollars  per  ditto.  ...Matrofs  fix  dol- 
lars an!  nVe  fixths  of  a  dollar  per  ditto That  the  ap* 

pointment  of  provoft  martial,  wa^ori  mailer,  and  Raf- 
ter carpenter  be  left  to  the  comm.nder  in  chief  of  the 
army,  who  is  to  fit  their  pay,  having  regard  to  the  pay 
they  receive  in  the  minifterfal  army,  and  the  proportion 
that  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  Cud  army  bears  to  the  pay 
of  our  officers. 


Head  Quarters,  July    30^,1775. 

Parch,  EJJex,  Countersign,  Dublin. 

William  Tudor,  Efq.  being  appointed  judge  advo« 
catc  of  the  continental  army,  he  is  in  all  things  relative 
to  his  office,  to  be  acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  fuch. 
The  drummers  and  fifers  of  the  regiments  in,  and  about 
Cambridge,  are  to  be  ordered  conftantly  to  attend  the 
drum  and  fife  major,  at  the  ufual  hours  for  inftruc- 
tion. 

Head  Quarters,  July  31  ftt  1775. 

Parole,  Falkland,  Ccunterjign,  Edenio, 

The  Continental  Congrefs  having  been  plealed  to 
appoint  Jofeph  Trumbull,  Efq.  to  be  QommiQary  gen- 
eral to  the  army  of  the  united  colonies.  All  commifia- 
rys  heretofore  appointed  by  any  of   the  diftricTt    colony 

,  CongreiVs 
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^  Congrefs's  or  by  particular  authority  of  any   particular 
diftricl,  or  colony  ;  are  forthwith  to  make  an   exact   re- 
turn of  the  proviGons,  and  all   the  different   fpecies  of 
provifions  they  have  in,  or  near  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  Roxbury  :  thereupon  commiffary  general  Trum* 
bull,  being  allured  by  the  repj*rcof   his  clerk,  aflidant, 
or  from  his  own  examination,   that  fuch  return  is  juft 
and  true,  is  to  give  h'S  receipt  for  the  q  lantity  delivered 
into  his  hands,  which  receipt  will  be  a  good   voucher  in 
the  pafling  the  account  of  the  different  colony  com  nif- 
fary's  heretofore   appointed,    and    will   be  allowed  as 
fuch. 

7  he  commhTary's  at  prefent  appointed  by  the  fever- 
al  colonies,  are  forthwith  to  make  up  their  accounts 
unto  to  the  third  Augufl  incluuve,  ready  to  be  laid 
before  the  commander  in  chief,  and  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  the  continental  Congrefs;  or  to  be  adjufled  and  fin  d- 
}y  fettled  by  him,  as  the  continental  Congrefs  fhali 
think  proper  to  direct. 

A  return  ligned  by  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments and  corps,  to  be  delivered  to  the  adjutant  gener- 
al tomorrow  morning  at  general  orderly  time,  of  the 
names,  ranks,  and  dates  of  the  officers  commiffions  ia 
their  refpe&ive  regiments  and  corps,  mentioning  alio 
the  vacancies  and  how  occafione  J. 

A  general  court  martial  to  fet  immediately,  to  try 
capt.  Xtopher  Gardner  of  colonel  Varnurn's  regiment 
for  cowardice  abandoning  his  poll;  and  deferting  his 
men. ...All  evidences  and  perfons  concerned  to  auend 
the  court. 

July 
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July  vfl%  The  fevBral  affemhlles  of  New  Jerfey,  Penn* 
fyvamaand  Virginia  having  referred  to  the  Cmgrffs 
the  1  tfoltUion  of  the  hoitfe  of  commons  of  Greit  Bfi* 
tain,  [comprehending  Lord  Worth's  conciliatory  plan) 
which  refolution  is  in  theje  words  : 

"  Lunoe  20,  Die  February  1775. 

"  The  houfe  in  a  committee  on    the    American  pa* 
pers.      Motion  made,  and  queftion  propofed. 

••  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committe,  that  when 
the  general  council  and  afTembly,  or  general  court  of 
any  of  his  majesty's  provinces,  or  colonies  in  America, 
fhall  propofe  to  mike  provifion,  according  to  the  con- 
dition, circumftance,  or  filiation  of  fuch  province  or 
colony,  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  com- 
mon defence  (fuch  proportion  to  be  railed  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  general  court,  or  general  aflembly  of  fuch 
province  or  colony,  and  difpofable  by  parliament)  and 
ihall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfb,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  civil  government,  and  the  admiuiftration  of  juflce 
in  luch  province  or  colony,  it  will  be  proper  if  fuch  pro. 
pofal  fhall  be  approved  by  his  majefty  and  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  provifion 
fhall  be  made  accordingly,  to  iorbear  in  refped  ot  fuch 
piovince  or  colony  to  lay  any  duty,  tax,  or  ailelfmenr, 
or  to  impofe  any  tan  her  duty,  tax,  or  aJLffinent, 
except  only  fuch  duties  as  it  may  be  exp  rdient  to  con- 
tinue to  Uvy  or  impoie,  for  Uie  regulation  of  commerce  ; 
the  net  produce  or  the  duties  iaifc  mentioned,  to  be  ear- 
ned to  t;*e  account  ui  fuui  province  or  coloay  iclpec- 
tiveiy." 

The 
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The  Congrefs  took  the  faid  refolution  into  confi der- 
ation, and  are  therefore  of  opinion.— —That  the  colo- 
nies of  America  are  entitled  to  the  fole  and  exclufive 
privilege  of  giving  and  granting  their  own  money  S 
that  this  involves  a  right  of  deliberating  whether  they 
will  make  any  gift  for  what  purpofes  it  (hall  be  made, 
and  what  fhall  be  its  amount,  and  that  it  is  a  high 
breach  ot  this  privilege  for  any  body  of  men,  extrane- 
ous to  their  constitutions,  to  prefer? he  the  purpofes  for 
which  money  mail  be  levied  on  them,  to  take  to  them- 
felves  the  authority  of  judging  of  their  conditions,  cir- 
cumftances  and  fnuaiions,  and  of  determining  the  a- 
mount  of  the  contribution  to  be  levied. 

That  as  the  colonies  poilefs  a  right  of  appropriating 
their  gifts,  foare  they  entitled  at  all  limes  to  enquire  into 
their  application,  to  fee  that  they  be  not  wafted  among 
the  venal  and  corrupt  for  the  purpoie  of  undermining 
the  civil  lights  of  the  givers,  nor  yet  be  diverted  to  the 
fupport  oi  (landing  armies,  in  confident  with  their  free- 
dom  and  mover  five  of  their  quiet.  To  propofe  there- 
fore, as  this  refolution  does,  that  the  monies  given  by 
the  colonies  (hall  be  fubjeclt  to  the  difpofal  of  parlia- 
ment alone,  is  to  propole  that  they  fhaii  relmqufh  this 
right  of  enquiry,  and  put  it  in  the  power  oi  others  to 
lender  their  gilts  ruinous,  in  proportion  as  they  are  li- 
beral. 

That  this  privilege  of  giving  or  of  withholding  our 
monies,  is  an  important  barrier  again!!  the  undue  exer- 
tion ot  prerogative,  which,  if  kk  altogether  without  con- 
troul,  may  be  exercifed  to  our  great  oppreffion  ;  and 
all  hillory  (hews  how    efficacious  is  its  iutercelTion   for 

redrels 
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rcdrefs  of  grievances,  and  reeflablithment  of  rights,  an;l 
haw  improvident  it  would  be  tj  part  with  fo  pj^rerful 
a  mediator. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  propofitton  contained  in 
this  refutation  is  unreafonable  and  infiiious  :  unreafan- 
able,, beca life,  if  we  declare  we  accede  to  it,  we  declare 
•rithout  relervatioti,  we  will  purcaafe  the  favour  of  par- 
liament, not  knowing  a*  the  fame  tine  at  what  price 
they  will  pleafe  to  eftimate  their  favour  ;  it  is  inQdious, 
becaufe,  individual  colonies,  having  bid  and  bidden  a- 
gain,  till  they  find  the  avidity  of  tne  feher  too  great 
for  all  their  powers  to  fatisfy  .;  are  then  to  return  into 
opposition,  divided  from  their  filler  colonies  whom  the 
mimfter  will  have  previoufly  detached  by  a  grant  of 
eafier  let  ms,  or  by  an  ar.lu!  procraftination  of  a  definitive 
anf  vver. 

That  the  fufpenfmn  of  the  exercife  of  their  pretend- 
ed p©wer  of  taxation  being  exprefsly  made  commenfj- 
race  with  the  continuance  of  our  gifts  thefe  mail  be 
perpetual  to  make  that  fo.  Whereas  no  experience  has 
ftievn  that  a  gift  of  perpetml  revenue  fecures  a  oeroe- 
tual  return  of  duty  or  oi  kind  diCpoGciou.  On  the  con- 
trary,  the  parliament  itfeif,  wi[dy  attentive  to  this  ob- 
fervation,  are  in  the  eftablifhed  practice  of  granting  their 
fupplies  from  year  to  year  only. 

Defirous  and  determined  as  we  are  to  confider,  in 
the  mod  difpahionate  view,  every  fceming  advance  to 
wards  a  reconciliation  made  by  the  British  parliament, 
let  our  brethren  of  Britain  reflea  what  would  have 
been  the  factjfiee  to  men  of  free  fpirits  had  even  fair 
teims  been  proffered,  as  thefe  infidious  propofals  were 
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with  circnmflances  of  infult  and  defiance.  A  propa- 
fition  to  give  our  monev,  accompanied  with  large  fleets 
and  armies  feerns  addrefled  to  our  fears  rather  than  to 
our  freedom.  With  what  patience  would  Britons  ha^  e 
received  articles  of  treaty  from  any  power  on  earth 
when  borne  on  the  point  of  a  bayonet  by  military 
plenipotentiaries  ? 

We  think  the  attempt  unneceTary  to  raife  upon  us 
by  force  or  by  threats,  our  proportional  contributions  to 
the  common  defence,  when  all  kn-w,  an  1  themselves 
acknowledge,  we  have  fully  contribut  d  whenever  call- 
ed uoon  to  do  fo  in  the  character  of  freemen. 

We  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  juft  that  the  colonies 
fhould  be  required  to  oblige  themfelves  to  other  contri- 
butions, while  Great  Britain  pofTefTes  a  m  'mo ply  of 
their  trade.  This  of  itfelf  lays  them  under  heavy  con- 
tribution. To  demand,  therefore,  additional  ai  h  in  the 
form  of  a  tax,  is  to  demand  the  double  of  their  equal 
proportion,  if  we  are  to  contribute  equally  with  the  o* 
ther  parts  of  the  empire,  let  us  equally  with  them  en. 
joy  freee  commerce  with  the  whole  world.  But  while 
the  reftri&ions  on  our  trade  (hut  to  us  the  refoarces  of 
wealth,  is  it  juft  we  fhould  bear  all  other  burthens  equal- 
\y  with  thofe  to  whom  every  refource  is  open  I 

We  conceive  that  the  Biitifh  parliament  has  no 
right  to  intermeddle  with  our  provifions  for  the  fupport 
of  civil  governmenr,  or  aJaiiniftration  of  justice.  The 
provifions  we  have  made  are  f-ach  as  pleafe  ourfelves, 
and  are  agreeable  to  our  own  circumfl:  juices :  they  an- 
swer the  iubltantial  purpofcs  of  government  and  of  juf- 
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tice  and  o^  er  purp  >fes  than  >hek  mould  not  be  atrfurer- 
ed.  We  do  Itoi  mean  that  our  people  ftii'l  be  bur- 
thened  with  oppreflive  taxes,  to  pr  .vide  fi secures  for  the 
idle,  or  the  wicked,  under  colour  of  providing  foi  a 
civil  lift.  While  parliament  purfae  their  plan  of  civil 
government  within  their  own  jurifdi&ion,  we  alio  hope 
to  purfue  ours  without  moleilation. 

We  are  of  opinion  the  proportion  is  altogether  un- 
fatisfactorv ,  beciufe  it  imports  only  a  fufpeniion  of  the 
mode,   not  a  renunciation  of  the  pretended  right  to  tax 
us  ;  becaufe  too  it  does  not   propofe    to  repeal  the    fe- 
veral  a&s  of  parliament  patted   or  the    purpofes  of   ref- 
training  the  trade,  and  altering  the  form  of  government 
of  one  ot  our  colonies  ;  extending  the    boundaries    and 
changing  the  government  of  Oiebec;  enlarging  theju* 
rifdi&ion  of  the  courrs  of  admiralty  and  vice  admiralty; 
taking  from  us  the  rights  of  trial   by  a  jury  of  the    vici- 
nage, in  cafes  aflv  cling  both  life  and    property;    trans- 
porting us  into  othei  countries  to  be  tried  tor    criminal 
offences  ;  exempting  by  mock  trial  the  murderers  of  co- 
lonifb  from  punifhrne at  ;    and    quartering    faidicrs  on 
us  in  times  of  profound  peace.     Nor   do  they  renounce 
the  power  of  fufpending  our  own   legifiatures,   and  for 
lrgiflating  for  us  them  (elves  in  ail  cafes  whaUoever,  On 
the  contrary,  to  fhew  they  mean  the   discontinuance   of 
injury,  they  pals  a6b,  at  the  very   time  ot    holding    out 
this  proportion,  for  leftraining  the  commerce  and  fi  iie- 
ries,  of  the  provinces  of  New    England,  and   for  inter- 
dicting the  trade  of  other  colonies  with  ail  foreign   nati- 
ons, and  with  each  otaer.     This  proves    unequivocally 
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they  mean  not  to  relinquish  the  exercife  of    indifcrimi- 
nate  legation  over  us# 

Upon  ihe  whole,  this  propofitiofc  feems  to  have  been 
held  up  to  the   world,  to   deceive  it   into    a  belief  that 
there  was  nothing  in  difpute  between  us  but  the  mode 
of  levying  taxes  ;  and  that  the  parliament  having    now 
been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  this,  the  colonies  are  unrea- 
fonable  if  not  perfectly    fatisfiecf :    Wiereas,   in   truth, 
cur  adverfaries,  dill  claim  a  right  of  demanding  ad  libi- 
tum, and  of  taxing  us  themfdt>es  to  toe  full  amount  of 
their  demand,  if  we  do  comply  with   it.      This  leaves 
us  without  any  thing  we  can  call  property.     But  what 
is  of  more  importance,  and  what  in  this   propoful  they 
keep  out  Of  fight,  as  if  no  fuch  point  was  now  in  conteft 
between  us,  they  claim  a  ri^ht  to  alter  our   charters    and 
eilablifh  laws,  and  leave  us    without   any  fecurity    for 
our  lives  or  liberties.  The  proportion  feems  alio  to  have 
been  calculated  more  particularly  to  lull  into  fatal  fecu- 
iny  our  well  a (Fe&ed  fellow  fubje&son  the   other  fide 
the  water,  till  time  fliculd  be  given  for  the  operation  of 
thofe  arms,  which  a  Britifh  minuter  pronounced  would 
infiantaneously  reduce  the  M  cowardly"  fons  of  America 
to  unreferved  iubmiflion.      But  when  the  woili  reflects 
how  inadequate  to  iifrice  are  thefe  vaunted  terms ;  when 
k  attend*  to  the  rapid  and  bold    fuccefiion  of  injuries, 
which  during  a  Cpurfe  of  eleven  years,  have  been  aimed 
at  tl-eie  colonies  ;  whzn   it  revives  the  pacific   and  ref- 
peatui  fexpoftulations,  which,  during  that  whole  time, 
were  the  :oie  arms  we  oppofed  to  them,  when  it  obferves 
that  our  cbm plaints  wete  either  not  heaid  at  all,  or  were 
anfwered  with  new  and  accumulated  injuries,  when    it 

recol* 


A.D.I773T-  AMERICAN    REVOLUTION.      477 

recollects  that  the  minifter  hi  nfelfon  an  early  occafioa 
declared, "  that  he  would  never  treat  with  America  till, 
he  had  brought  her   to   his  feet/'    and  that  an  avowed 
partiian  o^  miniftry  has  more  lately    denounced    againfl 
us  the   dwaddfal   fentenCC  u  deknda  ejl  Cdrthago,'*  that 
this  was  done  in  pretence  of  a  Britilh  (enate,  and  being 
uarepro-ved  by  them  mud   be  taken   to  be  their    owa 
fentiment,    (efpecially  as  the   purpofe  has   alieady    in 
part   been   carried    into  execution,  by  their    treatmeat 
of  Bolton  ani  burning  of  Charleftown  ;)  when  it  confi- 
dcrs  the  gr^af  armaments  with  which  they   have  invad- 
1  cd  us,  and  the  circmfiances  of  cruelty  with  which  thefe 
have  commenced  and  profecuted  hostilities  ;  when  thefe 
things,  we  fay,  are  laid  together  and   attentively    confi- 
dered,  can  the  world  be  deceived  into  an  opinion   that 
we  are  unreafor.ahie,  or  can  it  hefitate  to  believe  us,  that 
nothing  bui  our  exertions   may   defeat   the   rainifterial 
fentenceof  death  or  abject  fubmiflion. 

Refolved,  That  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Deane,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Crane,  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
Hewes,  Mr.  Gadlden,  and  Mr.  Hail,  be  a  committee 
in  the  recefs  ot  Congrefs,  to  make  enquiry  in  all  the 
colonies  after  virgin  iead  and  leaden  ore,  and  the  belt 
methods  of  collecting,  fmelting,  and  refining  it. — That 
the  above  named  gentlemen  be  a  committee,  in  the  le- 
ceisof  the  Congrefs,  to  inquire  into  the  cheapeifc  and 
eaftefi  methods  of  making  fait  in  thefe  colonies. — Re 
foiled,  That  when  the  Congrefs  adjourns  for  recefs,  it  be 
adjourned  to  meet  at  Philadelphia, « 
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He  ad -Quarters,  Auguft,  \Jl  1775. 
Parole,  Gibraltar,  Countersign,  F airfields 

The  general  thanks  major  Tupper,  and  the  officers 
and  foidiers  under  his  com  n and  for  their  gallant  and 
fcldierlike  behaviour  in  poffefling  themielves  of  the 
enemy's  pod  at  the  light  houfe,  «nd  for  che  number  of 
prifoners  they  took  there,  and  doubts  not  but  (he  conti- 
nental arm)/  will  be  as  famous  lor  their  mercy  as  their 
vah  ur. 

Two  fubalteitis,  two  ferjeants,  one  drum  and  thirty 
rank  and  file  to  parade  at  Mead  Quarters  at  noon  to  ef- 
cort  the  prifoners  to  Worcefter.  rhe  commanding 
officer  will  receive  his  orders  from  the  adjutant  gen- 
era]. 

For  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  concerned  the  general  directs 
the  following  relolation  of  the  legislature  of  this 
colony  to  be  inferred  in  general  orders,  viz. 

"  In  House  of  Rcprefentatives  Wateriown  29-h  July  1775* 

WHEREAS  fandry  complaints  have  been  ma  ie 
by  fome  of  the  foldiers  raifed  by  this  colon  y,  that  they 
have  not  received  the  allowance  pay  of  forty  milling*, 
?oreeab!e  to  the  refolution  of  provincial  Congref« ; 
therefore  refdved,  that  a  committee  be  ar>oointed  tor..i- 
witb,  to  apply  to  the  colonels  of  the  fever  a  1  regiments, 
raifed  by  this  colony,  and  to  the  mailer  mailers  and  p^y 
leaders  in  the  camp  at  Cambiidge,  aud  Roxbury,  and 
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obtain  of  them  a  conv  leat  Kft  of  t'->e  non  commiffioned 
officers  and  foldiers*,  to  their  refpe&ive  regime/its,  dif- 
tinguifhing  tbofe  that  have  been  mufte  ei  and  paid 
from  thole  thai  have  not,  fcl  t  fuch  methods  may  be 
purfued.as  (hall  remove  a'l  j aft  ground  of  complaint. 
— Read  and  ordered  that  colonel  Cufhing,  ani  Mr. 
Webfler,  with  fuch  as  the  honourable  board  (ball  join, 
bt  a  rommi^ee  for  the  purpofes  ab~>ve  mentioned. 
Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

JAMES  WARREN,  Spacer. 

In  council  read  and  concurred,  and  col  Lincoln  is  joined. 
Attejl  P.  MORTON,  Sea  clary." 

The  officers  commanding  MafLchufetfs  regiments 
will  pzy  ail  die  attention  to  the  foregoing  refolution. 

One  man  a  company  to  bo  appointed  a  camp  colour 
man,  Irom  every  company  in  every  regiment,  in  ths  ar- 
my, whofe  particular  duty  it  in  lift  be  to  attend  the  quar- 
ter mailer  and  quarter  matter  ferjeant,  to  (Weep  the 
ftreets  of  their  refpe&i're  incampments,  to  fill  up  the  old 
neceflary  houfes,  and  dig  new  ones,  to  bury  all  offal, 
filth,  and  nailinef  s,  that  m^y  poifon  or  infecH  the  health 
of  the  troops  ;  and  the  quatter  matters  are  to  beantVer- 
able,  to  their  corhnjanding  officers  for  a  Uriel  obfervance 
of  this  order,  arid  by  *  perfevering  in  the  coaftant  and 
unremitted  execution  thereof  remove  thai:  odious  reputa- 
tion which,  (with  but  too  much  reafon)  hds  ftigmatised 
the  character,  of  American  Creeps,     lae  colonels    and 
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commanding  officers  of  re.^innents,  are  tr>  he  anf.verabie 
to  ihz  general  fo>  all  due  obedience  to  this  order* 

The  general  finding  it  is  not  uncuflomary  «or  officers 
to  take  the  liberty  of  abfentin^  thetnfelves  \c<>m  ca  ^o 
without  leave,  and  gninp  home  ;  for  the  future  arwp  II « 
cer  found  guilty  oi  fo  daring  an  offence  againft  all  or  r 
and  difciph^e,  and  fetting  lb  bad  an  example  to  the 
non  Cpmmiffion^d  officers  and  foldiers  under  their  com- 
mand ;  fuch  officer  or  officers  fo  offending,  may  depend 
upon  being  puniihed  with  the  utmoit  feverity. 

Lead  the  late  fuccefs  again  ft  the  enemy,  ihould  oc« 
cation  any  relaxation  in  the  alertoefs  of  the  troop>  ;  the 
general  recommends  it  in  the  ftrongefi  manner  to  all 
the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army,  to  be 
the  more  vigilant  in  their  duty,  and  watchful  of  the  eu- 
my,  as  they  certainly  will  take  every  advantage  of  any 
fupinefs,  on  our  part* 

The  Continental  Congrefs  id  Augufl  mentioned.— 
Whereas  at  a  former  Congrefs  it  was  rcfolved,  that,  if 
certain  acts  of  parliament,  in  the  continental  aflbciation 
enumerated  and  complained  of,  (huuM  not  be  repealed 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  SLpiemher  1775,  the  inha- 
bitants of  thefe  united  colonies  would  not  directly  or 
indireclly,  export  any  meichandizs  or  commodity  what" 
foever  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Weft  Indies; 
and  as  foine  doubts  have  aruen  with  refpe£i  to  the  true 
fpirit  and  conduction  of  faid  refoive  :  to  the  end  that 
fuch  doubts  may  be  removed. 

Rcjoktd,  that  under  the  prohibition,  in  the  faid  alTo- 
ciation  contained,  to  export  to,  or  import  from  the  ifl- 
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fcinls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  this  Congrefs  in- 
tends to  comprife  all  exportation  to,  or  importation 
from,  the  [Hands  of  Jerfcy,  Guerniy,  Sirk,  Alderney, 
and  Man,  and  every  European  Iflmd  and  fettletnenB 
Within  the  Bricilh  dominions  ;  and  that  under  the  de- 
nomination of  the  W^a  Indies,  this  Congrefs  means  to 
comprehend  all  the  Weil  India    Islands,    Britifh    aid 

jn,  to  watever  Itate,  powrer  or  prince  belonging,   01 
whom  foe  vei  governed,  and  alfothe  Summer  Islands, 
Bahama  Islands,  Barbicia  and  Surrinam  on  the  main, 
and  every  I  (land  and  fettlement  within  the  latitude    of 
the  fouthern  line  of  Georgia  and  the  Equator. 

Rcfolvsd,  That  the  fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  dol* 
lars  be  immediately  forwarded  from  the  continental 
treafury  to  the  pay  mafler  general,  to  be  applied  to  the" 
ufe  of  the  army  in  Mailachufetrs  Bay,  in  fuch  manner 
as  general  Wafhington,  or  the  commander  in  chief  for 
the  time  being,  by  his  warrants,  (hail  limit  and  appoint ; 
and  it  the  above  fum  Ihali  be  expended  before  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  then  that  general  Washington* 
or  the  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  beincr,  be  em- 
powered  to  draw  upon  the  continental  treafury  for  the, 
fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  in  favour  of  the. 
pay  mafler  general  to  be  applied  for  the  ufe  and  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  be  a 
committee  to  receive  and  count  the  above  fum  of  five, 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  and  forward  the  fame  under 
the  care  of  the  delegates  of  MafFachufetts  Bay,  provided 
fo  much  is  now  ready  in  the  treafury.  U  that  is  not 
the  cafe,  then  to  receive,    count,    and  for  yard    by  the 
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faid  delegates  what  is  readv,  and  the   remainder  by  the 
firfi  opportunity  in  the  fafeft  and  beft  manner. 

Refolved,  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
feventy  five  thmfand  dollars  be  paid  to  the  provincial 
convention  of  New* York,  to  be  applied  towards  the 
difcharge  of  the  monies  advanced  and  the  debts  con- 
traded  for  the  public  fervice,  by  the  faid  provincial 
convention  and  the  committee  of  Albany,  in  purfuance 
of  the  directions  of  this  Congrefs  ;  and  that  the  faid  pro- 
vine  al  convention  account  to  this  Congrefs  at  their 
next  meeting  for  the  application  of  the  faid  money. 

Refolved.  That  the  treafurers  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by ordered  to  pay  to  the  delegates  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  viz.  Eliphalat  Dyer,  Roger  Sherman,  and 
Silas  Dcane,  Efqrs.  the  fum  oi  fifty  thoujand  dollars,  to 
be  by  them  paid  unto  the  governor,  and  company  of 
the  faid  colony,  in  part  of  Me  fums  by  them  difburfed 
in  the  continental  feivice  :  The  (aid  governor  and  com- 
pany to  account  therefor. 

Refolved,  Tnat  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  doh 
lars,  be  immediately  forwarded  from  the  continental 
treaiury  to  the  pay  matter  general,  to  be  applied  to  the 
ufe  of  the  army  in  the  New  York  department,  in  fuch 
manner  as  general  Schuyler  by  his  warrant  /hall  limit 
and  appoint*;  and  that  if  the  above  fum  lhali  be  expend- 
ed before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Congrefs.,  th^n  that 
general  Schuyler,  or  the  commander  in  chief,  for  the 
time  being,  in  that  department  be  empowered  to  draw 
upon  the  continental  treafury  tor  a  further  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  be  applied  for 
the  ule  and  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

Refolved? 
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Rtfolved,  That  the  fum  of  fixttcn  thoufand  dollars 
be  paid  to  the  delegates  of  the  coluny  of    Pennsylvania, 
in  full  for  the  like  funrby  them  borrowed  by  order  of  the. 
Congrefs,  on  the  3d  of  June  lalt,  tor  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
tinent. 

Refolved.  that  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  dollars  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates  of  Pennfylvania,  or 
any  three  of  them,  for  contingent  fervicea,  and  that  out 
of  the  fame,  be  paid  the  expences  incurred  for  raifing 
and  arming  the  rifle  companies,  and  for  exprelfes  and 
other  fmall  charges,  of  which  the  Congrefs  have  not  been 
able  to  procure  exacl  accounts;  and  that  the  faid  com- 
mute do  lay  before  the  Congrefs  at  their  next  meeting, 
an  account  of  their  proceeds  gs  in  that  matter. 

Congrefs  adjourned  to  Tuefday  the  fith  of  Septem- 
ber next.  The  Georgia  delegates  did  not  come  on,  and 
join  them  before  the  (ckTioa  was  ciofecU 


Hi  ad  Quarters,  Augujl  2d,  1775. 

Parole,  Hallifax,  Counterjign^  Geneva* 

Captain  Oliver  Paiker  of  colonel  Prefcou's  regi- 
ment, tryed  by  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  colonel 
Clover,  was  prefident,  for  defrauding  his  men  of  their 
advance  pay,  and  by  falfe  returns,  impofmg  upon  the 
commiffary.  and  drawing  more  rations,  than  he  had 
men  in  his  company,  and  for  felling  the  provifiom  he 
by  that  means  obtained  :  Is  by  the  court  found  guilty 
of  the  whole  charge  againii  him  -9  and  fentenced  to  be 
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cafhiered,  mulcted  of  his  pay,  and  rendered  incapable 
of  future  fervice. 

Captain  CbriRopher  Gardner,  of  colonel  Varnum's 
regiment,  in  the  Rhode  Island  brigade,  tryed  by  a  gen- 
eral court  martial,  whereof  col.  Thomas  Church  was 
preGdent,  for  deferting  his  poft,  is  found  gulty  of  the 
crime,  and  unanimously  fentencedto  be  caihiered,  as  in- 
capable of  ferving  his  country  in  any  military  capacity. 

The  general  approves  both  the  above  fentences,  and 
orders  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments,  to  fee 
the  prifoners  difmifled  the  army. 

Head  Quarters,  Augujl  3^,1775. 
Parole,  Ireland,  Countersign,  Hartford. 

When  any  plunder  is  taken  from  the  enemy  (not 
excepted  by  the  continental  articles  of  war)  fuch  plun- 
der muft  be  all  furrendered  to  the  commanding  officer, 
and  as  foon  as  convenient  after  his  arrival  at  Head 
Quarters.  Public  notice  muft  be  made,  that  an  auc- 
tion  will  be  held  in  the  front  of  the  encampment,  for  the 
fale  thereof  the  next  day  at  noon ;  and  the  money  ariting 
therefrom,  is  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  officers 
and  men  that  took  it.  This  order  is  not  to  be  conihu- 
ed  to  extend,  to  permitting  unlawful,  and  irregular 
plundering ;  as  any  officer  or  foldier,  who  fhall  be 
found  guilty  thereof,  will  bepunifhed  with  the  greateft 
fe  verity. 

All  the  armourers  belonging  to  any  of  the  regiments, 
in  the  three  brigades,  polled  in  the  lines,    or  in    Cam- 
bridge 
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bridge,  and  thofe  employed  in  the  artillery,  to  be  at 
Head  Quarters  by  eight  o'clock  to  morrow  morning, 
and  none  will  be  entitled  to  any  pay  hereafter,  who  doe* 
not  attend  at  that  time. 


Head  Quarters,    Augujl  ±th%  1775/ 

Parole,  London,  Countersign,  Iceland. 

It  is  with  indignation  and  fhame  the  general  ob- 
ferves,  that  notwithstanding  the  repeated  orders  which 
have  been  given  to  prevent  the  firing  of  guns  in  and  a- 
bout  the  camp  ;  that  it  is  daily  and  hourly  praclifed, 
that  contrary  to  all  order,  draggling  foldiers  do  ftili 
pafs  the  guards,  and  fire  at  a  diftance,  where  there  is  not 
the  leaft  probability  of  hurting  the  enemy,  and  where 
no  other  end  is  anfwered  but  to  wade  ammunition,  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  ridicule  of  the  enemy,  and  keep 
their  own  camps  harrafTed  by  frequent  and  continual 
alarms,  to  the  hurt  and  detriment,  of  every  good  fol- 
dier,  who  is  thereby  difturbed  of  his  natural  reft,  and 
will  at  length  never  be    able   to  diftinguifh   between    a 

real  and  a  falfe  alarm. For  thefe  reafcns,  it  is  in  the 

moil  peremptory  manner  forbid  any  perfbn,  or  perfons 
whatfsever  under  any  pretence,  to  pafs  the  Out  guards 
unlefs  authorized  by  the  commanding  officer  of  that 
part  of  the  lines,  fignifled  in  writing,  which  mull:  be 
fhewn  to  the  officer  of  the  guard  as  they  pafs.  Any 
perfon  offending  in  this  particular,  will  be  confidered  in 
no  other  light  than  as  a  common  enemy,  and  the  guards 
will  have  orders  to  fire  upon  them  as  fuch. — The  com- 
mand- 
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manning  officer  of  every  regiment  is  to  direft,  that  eve- 
ry man  in  his  regiment  is  mad ;  acquainted  with  orders, 
to  the  end,  that  no  one  may  plead  i  morance,  and  that 
all  may  be  apprized  of  the  confequenceof  dtfobedience. 
The  colonels  of  regiments  and  commanding  officers  of 
corps,  to  order  the  rolls  of  every  CDmpany  to  be  called 
twice  a  day,  and  every  mans  ammunition  examined  at 
evening  roll  calling,  and  iuch  as  are  found  to  be  defici* 
ent  to  be  confined. — The  guards  are  to  apprehend  all 
perfons  firing  guns  near  their  pods,  whether  towns-peo- 
ple or  foldiers. 

To  John  Hancock)  Ef quire,  President  oj  Congrefs. 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  Auguji  4th,  1775. 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour 
of  the  24th  of  July,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  and 
eighty  four  commiHions,  which  are  yet  much  fhort  of 
thenecetlary  number.  I  am  much  honoured  by  the 
confidence  repofed  in  me,  of  appointing  the  fever d  of- 
ficers recommended  in  mine  ot  the  tenth  ultimo  ;  and 
(hall  endeavour  to  {elect  fuch  perfons  as  are  bed  quali- 
fied to  fill  thefc  important  polls. 

In  the  renewal  of  thefe  commiffions,  fome  difficul- 
ties occur  in  what  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  the  pleafure 
of  the  honourable  Congrefs.  The  general  officers  of  the 
Maffachufetts  have  regiments  ;  thofe  oi  Connecticut  have 
both  regiments  and  companies;  and  the  other  field  of- 
ficers 
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cers  have  companies  each.     From    Rhode    Ifland,  the 
general  officer    has   no  regiment,  bat   the  field   officers 
have  companies  :  but  I  do  not  fi  id    that  they    have  or 
expect  pay  under  more  than  one  commiffi  m.      Should 
the  commiflions  now  to  be  delivered,  purfue  thefe    dif- 
ferent eftabliffiments,  there  will  be  a  diiiinaion  between 
general  and  field  officers  of  the  fi  me  rank.     In    order 
to  put    New    Hamplhire,     Maffac'iufetts,   and    Rhode 
Ifland,  upon  a  line  withConnecli:utl  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  dumifs  a  number  of  officers,  in  oofleffion  of  com- 
miffims,  without  any  fault  of  theirs.  Oi  the  other  hand, 
to  bring  the  Connecticut  generals  and    field  officers    to 
the  fame  (cale  with  the  others,  will  add   to   the  number 
of  officers,  and  may  be   deemed    inconfiitent    with    the 
terms  on  which  they  entered  into  the  fervice,   although 
you  add  nothing  to  the  expence,  except  in    the  article 
of  provifions.     Upon    the  whole,  it  is    a  cafe    which  I 
would  wifh  the  honourable  Congrefs  to  confider  aud  de- 
termine. 

Colonel  Gridley  of  this  province,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  artillery,  has  the  rank  of  major  general  from 
the  provincial  Congrefs.  Will  it  be  proper  to  renew 
his  commiffion  here  in  the  fame  manner  ?  It  is  proper 
here  to  remark,  that,  in  this  cafe,  he  will  take  rank  of  all 
the  brigadiers  general,  and  even  the  majors  general, 
whole  commiflions  are  fubfequent  in  date  ;  and  this  can 
anfwer  no  good  purpofe,  but  ra^y  be  productive  of  ma- 
ny bad  coniequences. 

Thefe  are  matters  of  fome  importance  :    but  I  am 
embarraiTed  with  a  difficulty  of  a  fupenor  kind.     Tne 

efiimare 
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cftim ate,  made  in  Congrefs,  fuppofed  all  the  regiments 
to  be  formed  upon  one  eftablifh  neat  :  but  they  are  dif- 
ferent in  different  provinces,  and  even  vary  in-tbe  fama 
province,  in  fome  particulars*  In  Maftachufetts,  fome 
regiments  have  ten  companies,  others  eleven  :  the  elta- 
blifhment  of  the  former  is  five  hundred  and  ninetv  men, 
officers  included  ;  Gonne&icut  has  a  thoufand  men  to 
a  regiment.  Should  the  MafTachufetts  regiments  be  com- 
pleted with  the  new  levies  from  Rhode  Ifland  and  Con- 
necticut, and  the  riflemen,  the  number  will  exceed  twen- 
ty two  thoufand.  If  they  ihould  not  be  completed,— 
as  each  regiment  is  fully  officered,  there  will  be  a  heavy 
expenfe  to  the  public,  without  an  adequate  lervice. 
The  reduction  of  fome  of  them  feem  to  be  neceiTary, 
and  yet  is  a  matter  of  much  delicacy,  as  we  are  Gtuated. 
I  mod  earneftiy  requeft  it  may  be  taken  into  immedi* 
ate  conuderation,  and  the  time  and  mode  of  doing  it 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  Congrefs.  Ry  an  efti- 
rnate  I  have  made  from  the  general  return,  whe.i  the  new 
levies  arrive,  and  the  regiments  are  compbted,  there  will 
be  twenty  four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  on 
the  pay  and  provifion  of  the  united  colo.  Some  of 

the  recruiting  officers,  who  have  been  out  on  that  fer- 
vice,  have  returned  with  very  little  fuccefs  :  fo  that  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  the  number  of  two  thoufand  and 
fixty  four,  now  warning  to  complete,  vviii  rather  increafe 
than  dirninifh.  There  are  the  regiment  of  artillery, 
con  filling  of  Jour  hundred  and  ninety  three  men,  and 
one  under  colonel  Sergeant  (who  has  not  received  any 
commiiFion,  although  he  had  orders  to  raife  a  regiment, 
(rom  the  provincial  Congrefs  here)  which  are  not  inclu- 
ded 
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cd  in  the  nbiv  crli.nue.  ITlislaft  re^i  nmt  CO  otitis  of 
t •/.->  hundred  an  1  thirty  f>ar  .m^  by  the  hi  return  ; 
bit  a  company  has  fince   pine .:. 

By  adverting  to  the  general  retam,  which  I  hive 
the  honour  of  inclaGng  (Mo.  I.)  it  will  be  feen  what 
regiments  are  moft  deficient. 

l!  the  {jon.;refs  does  not  chaafe  to  point  out  the 
particular  re^im^nts,  but  tks  or>Hnces  in  which  the  re- 
duction is  t )  be  miJe,  the  feveral  Cm*rel*s  an!  af- 
femblies  miy  b'  the  proper  channel  to  cniu  i  this  bu- 
finefs,  which  I  would  alfo  conceive  the  riiaft  alvifeible 
from  their  better  acquaintance  with  the  merits,  terms, 
and  tune  of  fervice,  or  the  refpe&ive  officers.  Redu- 
cing fume  regiments,  and,  With  the  privates  there  if  fill- 
ing up  others,  ivou'd  certainly  be  the  beft  method  of 
accomplishing  this  work  if  it  were  practicable  :  but  the 
experiment  is  dangerous,  as  the  Maffachuletts  men,  un- 
der the  privilege  of  choofing  their  own  officers,  do  not 
conceive  themfelves  bound,  if  thole  officers  are  difbind- 
ed. 

As  gene"  T  0?*ge  is  making  preparations  for  winder 
by  contracting  ior  quantities  of  coal,  it  will  fugged  to  us 
the  propriety  of  extending  our  views  to  that  feafon.  I 
have  directed  that  fuch  huts  as  have  been  lately  made 
of  boards  iliouid  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  if  ne- 
ceffary,  they  may  ferve  for  covering  during  the  winter. 
But  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  variety  of  neceilkies, 
fuch  as  clothing,  fuel,  &c.  (both  exceedingly  fcarce,  and 
difficult  to  be  procured)  which  that  feafon  mufl  bring 
with  it,  if  the  army  or  any  considerable  part  of  it  is  to 
remain  embodied. 

Vol.  I,  O  00  From 
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From  the  ina&ivity  of  the  enemy  Gnce  th?  arrival  of 
their  whole  reinforcement,  their  continual  addition  to 
their  lines, — — and  many  other  circum  fiances, -—I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that,  finding  us  fo  well  prepared  to 
receive  them,  the  plan  of  operations  is  varied,  and  they 
mean,  by  regular  approaches,  to  bombard  us  out  of  our 
present  line  of  defence,  or  are  waiting  in  expectation 
that  the  colonies  mud  fink  under  the  weight  of  the  ex- 
pence or  the  profpe£i  of  a  winter  campaign  fo  dis- 
courage our  troops,  as  to  break  up  our  army.  If  they 
have  not  fome  fuch  expectations,  the  iSue  ot  which  they 
are  determined  to  wait,  I  cannot  account  for  the  de- 
lay, when  their  fhengtb  is  leiTened  every  day  by  lick- 
nefc,  defertions,  and  little  Jkiimifhes. 

Of  thefe  la  ft  we  have  had  only   two  worthy  of  no- 
tice.    Having  fome  reafon  to  fufpecl  they  were  extend- 
ing their  lines  at  Charleftown,  I,laft  Saturday  evening, 
ordered  fome  of  the  riflemen  down,  to  make  a  difcove- 
ry,  or  bring  of  a  prifoner.     They  were   accidently    dif- 
•  covered  (coner  than  they  expected,  by  the  guard  corn- 
ing to  relieve,  and  obliged  to  fire  upon  them.  We  have 
reaion  to  believe  they  killed  feverai.     They  brought  in 
two  prifoners,  whole  account  (confirmed  by  fome  other 
cncumllances)  removed  my  fufpicions   in  part.      Since 
that  time,  we  have,  on  each  fide,  drawn  in  our  Gentries, 
and  there  have  been  Scattered  flies  along  the  line.     This 
evening  we  have  heard  of  three  captains  who   have  been 
taken  off  by  the  riflemen,  and  one  killed   by  a   cannon 
fhot  horn  Roxbury,  befides  feverai  privates  ;  but  as  the 
intelligence  is  not  dired,  I  only  mention  it  as  a   report 
which  deferves  credit.     The  otherhappeaed  at  the  light 

houie* 
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hmife.      A  number  of  work  ne  1  having  been  Cent  down 
to  repair  it,  with  a  g'lard  of  twenty  two    marines   and  a 

fubahern, major    Tapper,  lafl  M  on  lay  morning  a- 

bout  three  o'clock,  landed  there  with  about  two  hundred 
meq,  attacked  them,  killed  the  officer  and  four  pnvnes; 
but  being  detained  by  the  tide,  in  his  return  he  was  at- 
tacked by  feveral  boats  ;  but  he  hapoiiy  got  throu  $\ 
with  the  lols  of  one  man  k died  and  another  wo  tnded. 
The  remainder  of  the  miniiTerial  troops  (three  of  whom 
are  badly  wounded)  he  brought  otForifmers,  wrh  ten 
todies  all  of  whom  are  on  their  way  to  Spring-field  jad. 
The  riflemen  in  thefe  fkirmifhes,  loft  one  m  in,  who  ( .ve 
hear)  is  aprifonerin  Button  jail.  The  enemy,  in  return, 
erdeavcured  to  furprize  our  guard  at  Roxbury  :  but  theyi 
being  apprized  of  it  by  a  dcfener,  had  time  to  prepare 
for  it  :  but  by  fome  negligence  or  mifcondufct  in  the 
officer  of  the  guard,  they  burned  the  George  tavern  on 
the  neck;  and  have  every  day  Uncc  been  cannonading  ] 
us  from  their  lines,  both  at  Roxbury  and  C.uarleiljwn, 
but  with  no  other  efTe<3  than  the  lofs  or  two  men.  O  1  • 
our  part,  except  draggling  rises  from  the  fmall  arms  a- 
bout  the  lines,  which  we  endeavour  to  reftrain^  we  hava 
made  little  or  no  return. 

Our  fituation  in  the  article  of  powder,  is  much 
more  alai  ming  than  I  had  the  molt  diltant  idea  of.  Hav- 
ing defiled  a  return  to  be  made  out  (on  my  arrival)  of 
the  ammunition,  I  found  three  hundred  and  three  bar- 
rels and  a  half  of  powder  mentioned  as  in  the  (lore  ;  but 
on  ordering  a  new  fupply  of  cartridges  yefterd<ty,  I  wat 
informed,  to  my    very   great   aftoiiiuWsnt,  that  there 

was 
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was  no  more  than  thirty  fix  barrels  of  the  MafTachufetts 
ftore,  which  with  the  (lock  of  Rhode  Illand,  New. 
Hampfhire,  and  Connecticut,  makes  ninethaufandl  nine 

hundred  and  thirty  feven   pounds, not    more   than 

nine  rounds  to  a  man.  As  there  had  been  no  confump- 
tion  of  powder  fince,  that  could  in  any  degree  account 
for  fuch  a  deficiency,  I  was  very  particular  in  my  in- 
quiries, and  found  that  the  committee  of  fupplies,  not 
being  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  a  return, 
or  mifapprehending  my  requefl,  feat  in  an  account  of 
all  the  ammunition  which  had  been  collected  by  the 
province  ;  fo  that  the  report  included  not  only  what 
was  in  hand,  but  what  had  been  fpent. 

Upon  difcovering  this  mifiake,  I  immediately  went 
up  to  confer  with  the  fpeakerof  the  hcufeof  reprefenta- 
tives,  upon  fome  meafures  to  obtain  a  fupply  from  the 
neighbouring  townfhips,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
prevent  our  poverty  being  known  ;  as  it  is  a  fecret  of 
two  great  confequence  to  be  divulged  in  the  general 
court,  fome  individual  of  which  might  perhaps  indif- 
erectly  fuffer  it  to  efcape  him,  fo  as  to  find  its  way  to 
the  enemy,— the  confluences  of  which  are  terrible 
even  in  idea.  1  (hall  alfo  write  to  the  governors  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Conne&icut,  and  the  committee  of 
fafety  in  New-Plampmire*  on  this  fubje6i,  urging  in 
the  mod  forcible  terms,  the  nectduy  of  an  immediate 
fupply,  if  in  their  power,  I  need  not  enlarge  on 
our  melancholy  fituation :  it  is  fufficient  that  the  ex- 
ilience  of  the  army  and  the  ialvation  of  the  country 
depends  upoa  iomethir/g  being  done  for  our  relief,  both 
*  ipeedy 
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fpeedy  and  effectual  and  that   our  Gtuation  be   kept  a 
profound  fecret. 

In  the  inclofures,  No/II.  and  III.  I  fend  the  a!. 
lowanceof  provifions,  &c  made  by  the  provinces  of 
Connecticut  and  Maffachufctts.  The  mode  and  quan- 
tity are  different  from  what  has  fallen  within  my  expe- 
rience, and  I  am  confident  muft  prove  very  wafteful 
and  ?xpenfive.  If  any  alteration  can  be  fafely  made 
(which  I  much  doubt)  there  might  be  a  great  faving  to 
the  public. 

A  gentleman  of  my  family,  aflifted  by  a  deferter  who 
has  forne  fkill  in  fortification,  has  by  my  direction 
fketched  out  two  draughts  of  our  refpective  lines  at 
Charleuown  and  Roxbury,  which  with  the  explanati- 
ons, will  convey  fome  idea  of  our  fituation,  and,  I  hope, 
prove  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the  honourable 
Congrefs.      They  are  the  inclofures,  No.  IV.  and  V. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefTmg  you  laft,  I 
have  been  applyed  to,  by  a  committee  of  the  general 
court,  for  a  detachment  of  the  army,  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Eaftern  parts  of  this  province  from 
fome  apprehended  depredations  on  their  coafts.  I 
could  have  wifhed  to  have  complied  with  their  requeft  : 
but,  after  due  conhderation,  and  confulting  the  general 
officers,  together  with  thofe  members  oi  Congrefs  who 
are  here,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  excufe  myfelf.  The 
application  and  my  anfwer  are  the  inclofures,  No.  VI. 
and  VII.  which  I  hope  will   be  approved  by    the   ho- 


nourable Congrefs. 


Since 
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Since  I  began  this  letter,  the  original  (of  which  the 
inclofure  No.  VIII.  is  a  copy)  fell  into  my  hands.  As 
the  writer  is  a  perfon  of  Come  note  in  Bofton,  and  it 
contains  fome  advices  of  importance  not  mentioned  by 
others,  I  thought  proper  to  forward  it  as  I  received  it. 
By  comparing  the  hand  writing  with  another  letter,  it 
appears  the  writer  is  one  Belcher  Noyes,  a  perfon  pro- 
bably known  to  fome  of  the  gentlemen,  delegates  fro  n 
this  province,  who  can  determine,  from  his  principles 
and  chara&er,  what  credit  is  due  to  him. 

The  army  is  now  formed  into  three  grand  divifions, 
under^he  command  of  the  generals  Ward,  Lee,  and 
Putnam  ;  each  diviQoninto  two  brigades,  confiding  of 
about  fix  regiments  each  commanded  by  generals  Tho- 
mas and  Spencer  at  Roxhury, — Heath  at  Cambridge, 

Sullivan  and  Greene  at  Winter- Hill.     By  this  you 

will  pleafeto  obferve,  there  is  a  deficiency  of  one  bri- 
gadier general  (occafioned  by  Mr.  Pommy's  not  aft- 
inj  under  his  commiflion)  which  I  beg  may  be  filled 
up  as  foon  as  poflible.  I  obferve  the  honourable  Con- 
grefs  have  alfo  favoured  me  with  the  appointment  of 
three  brigade  majors.  I  prefume  they  have  or  intend 
jto  appoint  the  red  foon,  as  they  cannot  be  unacquaint* 
ed  that  one  is  neceffary  to  each  brigade;  and  in  a  new 
raifed  army,  it  will  be  an  olfke  of  great  duty  and  fer- 
vice. 

General  Gage  has  at  length  liberated  the  people  of 
Bofton,  who  land  in  numbers  at  Chelfea  every  day. 
The  terms  on  which  the  paiTes  are  granted,  as  to  money, 
effects   and  provisions   correfpond   with    Mr,   Novels 

letter. 

We 
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We  have  feveral  reports  that  general  Gage  is  dif- 
mantling  Cattle  William,  and  bringing  all  the  cannon 
up  to  town  :  but,  upon  a  very  particular  inquiry  accounts 
are  fo  various,  that  I  cannot  afcertain    the  truth   ot    it. 

On  the  fit  ft  inft.  a  chief  of  the  Caghnewaga  tribe, 
who  lives  about  fix  miles  from  Montreal,  came  in  here, 
accompanied  by  a  co1.  Bayley  of  Cohofl.  His  ac- 
counts of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  Indians  are 
very  favourable.  He  fays  they  have  been  ftrongly  fo- 
liated by   governor    Caileton    to  engage  againlt     us; 

but  his  nation  is  totally  averfe  ; that  threats,  as  well 

as  entreaties,  have  been  ufed  without  elFect ;  that  the 
Canadians  are  well  dilpafed  to  the  Eiglifh  colonies  ; 
and  if  any  expedition  is  meditated  againlt  Canada,  tne 
Indians  in  that  quarter  will  give  all  their  afliitance.  I 
have  endeavoured  tocherifli  thefe  favourable  difpofitions, 
and  have  recommended  to  him  to  cultivate  them  on  his 
return.  What  I  have  faid,  I  enforced  with  a  prefent, 
which  I  underftood  would  be  agreeable  co  him  ;  and  as 
he  is  reprefented  to  be  a  man  of  weigh:  and  confequence 
in  his  own  tribe,  I  flitter  my  fell  his  vifit  will  have  a  good 
effect.  His  accounts  of  general  Carleton's  force  and 
fituation  at  St.  John's  correfpond  with  what  we  have 
already  had  from  that  quaner. 

The  acceffion  of  Georgia  to  the  rneafures  of  the 
Congreis  is  a  happy  evsnt,  and  am  it  6tvea  iincerepiea. 
fuie  to  eveiy  friend  of  America. 

Augujl  5. — We  have  accounts  this  morning  of  two 
explolious  at  the  Caftle  ;  fo  that  us  detiru&ioo  may 
390 w  be  luppofed  certain, 

I  have 
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I  hare  this  morning  been  alarmed  with  an  informa- 
tion that  two  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia  (Mr.  Hitch- 
bourn  and  captain  White)  with  letters  for  general  Lee 
and  my  fell,  have  been  taken  by  captain  V/scough  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  the  letters  intercepted  and  fent  forward 

to  Boflon, with  the  bearers  as   prifoners  ;    that    the 

captain  exulted  much  in  the  difcoveries  he  had  made  ; 
and  my  informer  (who  was  alfo  in  the  boat  but  releafed) 
underftood  them  to  be  letters  of  confequence.  I  have 
therefore  difpatched  the  exprefs  immediately  back, 
though  I  had  before  refolved  to  detain  him  till  Fellen- 
den's  return.  I  fhall  be  anxious  till  I  am  relieved 
from  the  fufpenfe  I  am  in,  as  to  the  contents  of  thofe 
letters. 

It  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  that  gentlemen, 
fhould  choofe  to  travel  the  only  road  on  whxh  there 
is  danger.  Let  the  event  of  this  be  what  it  will,  I  hops 
it  wid  ferve  as  a  general  caution  againft  truiiing  any  let- 
ters that  way  in  future. 

Nothing  of  confequence  has  occured  in  camp  thefe 
two  days*  The  inhabitants  of  Boflon  continue  com- 
ing out  at  Chelfea,  but  under  a  new  reflri&ion,  that 
no  men  fhall  ccme  out  without  fpecial  licenfe,  which  is 
refufed  to  all  mechanics,  fmce  the  tory  labourers  wei« 
taken  at  the  light  houfe. 

I  have  i he  honour  to  be,  &c# 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


Head 
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Head  Quarters,  Augujt  5^,  1775. 

Parole,  Wejlminfler,  Counterjign,  Richmond. 

For  theeftablifhment  of  order,   and    to   prevent  dif- 
putes  between  officers,  as  well   as  for   fixing   a  regular 
and  proper  diftnbutiOn    of  the  commiffions  ot  the   con- 
tinental army,  part  of  which  are  already    arrived  from 
the  Congrefs,  and  the  reft  hourly  expected,  it  is  ordered, 
that  a  meeting  of  the    field   officers   of  each  brigade,    be 
held  to  morrow  rn-jrning  at  eight  o'clock  as  near  as  may 
be  to  the  center  of  the   incampment    of  each   brigade; 
who  are  to  choofe  by  ballot  one  out  of  their   body,  to 
reprefent  them  in  forming  a   court   for  the    adjullmenS 
and  final  fettlemenl  of,  firft,  The  rank  of  the   regiments 
of  the  continental  army,  and  numbering  of  each  regiment 
accordingly  ;  as  all  differences  and  dilitnclicns  are  now 
to  be  laid  afde,  the  regiments  of   the  feveral    provinces 
that  form  the  continental  army,  are  to  be  confidered  no 
longer  in  a  feparate  and  diftinft  point    of  view,  but  as 
parts  of  the  whole  army  of  the  united   provinces.      Se- 
condly, The  rank  of  all  the  field  officers  of  all  the  regi- 
ments, forming  the  continental   army.       Thirdly,   the 
rank  of  all  the  captains,    fubakeras,  and    ftafF  oScers. 
And  as  doubts  may  arife,  which  cannot   be    determined 
by  the  fix  field  officers  fo  chofen  by  ballot,  one   briga- 
dier general  who  will  preiide  as  moderator  of  the  court 
for  finally  letting  the  rank  of  all  the  corps,  and    all  the 
commiflioned  officers,   that  compofe  the  array   of  the 

united  colonies,- This  court  being   duly    cpnliitutsd 

Vol,  I,  P  pp  ani 
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and  appointed,   are  to   fit  on  Monday  morning  next,  at 

Deacon  Jones's  in  Cambridge. The  church    to  be 

cleared  to  morrow,  and  the    Reverend    Mr.    Doyle  will 
perform  divine  fervice  therein  at  ten  o'clock. 


Head-Quarters,  Augufl,  6th  1775. 

Parole,  Mane  hefar,  Countersign,  Lancafier* 

All  the  riflemen  joined  the  army  at  Cambridge  by 
the  7th  of  Auguft,  one  company  arrived  in  camp  on  the 
25?h  of  July.  The  refolve  of  Congrefs  for  railing  fix 
companies  palled  on  the  i£fh  of  J  me,  and  on  the  22d 
of  June  a  refolve  palled,  that  Pennfyvania  ra:fe  two 
more  companies.  The  men  to  the  amount  of  143O, 
were  raifed,  armed,  and  every  way  completely  equipped, 
without  a  farthing  advanced  from  the  continental  trea- 
fury.  In  lefs  than  two  months  the  whole  bufinefs  was 
performed.  No  orders  weie  difpatched  before  the  14th 
of  June,  and  the  expreffeshad  to  nde  fome  three,  others 
four  hundred  miles  to  the  perfons  directed  to  raife 
them.  All  the  companies  had  marched  from  tour  to  fe» 
ven  hundred  miles. 

Head  Quarters,   Auguft l  7^,  1775, 

Parole,  New  Caflle,  Countersign,  Maiden. 

Capt  JCilion  of  col.  Paiterfon's  regim-nt,  tryed  by 
a  general  com:  martial,  for  Dtgleft  ot  doty,  is  found 
guilty  of  a  breach  ot  the  49  h  article  of  the  rule,  and  re- 
filiations  tor  the  Mafiacfeufe«s  aniy  •  thv-y  therefore  fen- 

tence 
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teua  him  to  receive  a  fevere  reprimand  from  the   com- 
manding officer,  at  the  head  of  the  regt:n?nt. 

Application  having  been  made  for  Tattlers  to  fupply 
the  different  regiments  with  neccffiries.      Tie  co  nmari- 
derin  chief  has  no  objection  to  each  colonel  app  Dinting 
one  for  his  particular  regiment,  provided  the   public  is 
not  to  be  taxed  with  any  expence  by    the  appointment, 
and  provided  alfo,  that  each  colonel    doth  feporna    an- 
fwerablefor  the  conduct  of  the  fattier  to  appointed,  and 
taking  care  that  he  conform  (trictly  to  all   orders    given 
for  the  regulation  of  the  army,  and  th  it  he  does   not    iri 
any  inftance  attempt  to  impofe  upon  the  foldiers   in  the 
prices  of  their  goods.     Nj  officer  directly,  or  indirectly 
is  to  become  a  futtler.       It  is   in  an  eTpecial  manner  re- 
commended to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment, 
to  fee  that  a  More  of  (hoes,  and  Qiirts,  are  laid  in  br  their 
men,  as  thofe  are  at  all    times    neceflary.     The  general 
alfo  recommends  it  to  the  colonels,  to    provide    Iniian 
boots  or  leggings,  for  their  men,  iufiead  of  it  jckings ;   a* 
they  ate  not  only  warmer,   and    wear  longer,   but    (jy 
getting  them  of  a  colour)  contribute  to   uniformity  m 
drefs,  efpecially,  as  the  general  has   hopes  of  prevailing 
with  the  Continental  Cjngrefs,  to  give  each  man  a  hunt- 
ing fhirt. 

For  the  future  no  return  is  be  delivered  to  the  ad- 
jutant general,  that  is  not  figned  by  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment,  or  corps,  fpecified  by  the  return  t 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments, do  not  receive  any  return  from  their  adjutants, 
unlcfs  he  at  the  fams  time  prdfeats  the  laid  commanding 

oihcer, 
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officer,  with  a  particular  return,  figned  by  the  repe&ive 
captains  of  companies,  in  the  regiments  he  commands. 


Head  Quarters,    Augujl  Sth,  1775J 

Parole,  Port] mouth,       Countersign,  Northumberland.  ' 

As  the  numbers  of  ablent  Gck  by  the  laCl  returns, 
are  aftonifhingly  great,  it  is  ordered  that  the  names  of 
each  man  (abfent  under  that  pretence)  be  given  in  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  and  figned 
by  him,  fetting  forth,  the  town  which  each  particular 
foldier  is  gone  to,  that  the  committee  thereof  may  be 
applied  to,  to  frilpeQt  into  the  nature  of  their  compaints, 
and  make  report  of,  thofe,  who  are  fit    for   duty.  It 

has  been  intimated  to  the   general,    that  fome    officers 
under    pretence    of   giving    furloughs   to  men  recover- 
ing from  lkknefs,  fend  them  to  work   upon  their  [aims 
for  their  own  private  emolument,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  public  is  taxed  with  their  pay,  if  not  with  their  pro* 
vifions  ;  thefe  infinuations  being  but  obliquely  made  ; 
the  general  is  unwilling  to  believe,  that  any  officer   can 
be  fo  loll  to  all  fenfe  of  honour,  as  to  defraud  the  public 
in  fo  fcandalous  a  manner,   and  therefore,  does   not  at 
or efe rut  p^y  any  further  regard  to  the  inftnuacion    than 
to  declare,    that  he  will  fhew  no  favour  to   any   officer, 
>   who  fhall   be   found  guilty  oi  fuch  iniquitous    practi- 
ces, but  will  do  his  uicnoit endeavour    to  bringthem  to 
exemplary   punlDament^  and  the  dif grace  due  to   fuch 
'fhalcuncluCU 

The 
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The  following  is  the  Ration  of  Provificm  allowed  by  the 
Continental  Congrefs  unto  each  Soldier,  viz. 

Oiie  pound  of  frefh    beef,   or    three    quarters    of  a 
pound  of  pork,  or  one  pound  of  fait  fifh  per  diem. 
One  pound  of  bread  or  flour  per  diem. 
Three  pin's  ot  peas,  or  beans  per  week,   or   vegeta- 
bles  equivalent,  at  five   (hillings  per  buihel  for   peas  or 
beans. 

One  pint  of  milk   per   man  per  diem,  when  to  be 
bad. 

One  half  pint  of  rice,  or  one  pint   of    Indian  meal 
per  man  per  week. 

One  quart  of  fpruce  beer  per  man    per   diem,    or  9 
gallons  or  inolafles  per  company  ot  100  men. 

Three  pound  candles  to    ico  men   per   week,    for 
guaids,  Sec. 

J  wenty  four  pound  of  foft,  or  8  lb.  of  hard  foap  for 
100  men  per  week. 

j  One  ration  of  fait,  one  ditto  frefh,  and  two  ditto 
bread  to  be  delivered  Monday  morning,  Wednefday 
morning  the  ume. 

Friday    morning   the  fame,  and  one  ditto  fait  fib. 
All  weekly  allowances  delivered  Wednefday  morn- 
ing. 

Where  the  numl  er  of  regiments  are  too  many  to 
ferve  the  whole  the  fame  day,  then  the  number  to  be 
dividedequally,  and  one  part  ferved  Monday  morning, 
the  other  ^ part  Tuefday  morning,  and  io  through  the 
fveeJk. 

Cap- 
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Captain  Linzee,  of  the  Falcon  floop  of  war  on  the 
tyh  of  Auguft,  chaced  two  frhooners  from  the  Weil  In- 
dies, one  of  which  he  Toon  brought  to  ;  the  other  hav- 
ing the  advantage  of  a  fair  wind,  put  into  Gloucefter 
harbour  at  Cape  Anne  ;  Capt.  Linzee  purfued  into  the 
harbour,  bringing  the  one  with  him.  He  anchcied  and 
fent  two  barges  with  fifteen  men  each,  armed  with  fwi- 
vels  and  mufkets,  attended  with  a  whale  beat,  in  which 
was  the  lieutentant  and  &x  privates,  intending  to  feize 
the  loaded  fchooner.  The  inhabitants  and  militia  col- 
lected, fired  from  the  more,  and  killed  three  men,  be- 
fides  wounding  the  lieutenant.  On  this  the  captain 
fent  the  other  fchooner  and  a  fmall  cutter  well  armed, 
with  orders  to  fire  on  the  d— d  rebels  wherever  they 
could  fee  them,  while  he  engaged  in  cannonading  the 
town.  Not  a  fingle  perfon  was  wounded  by  the  can- 
nonading, though  a  number  of  balls  paffed  through 
the  houfes  filled  with  women  and  children,  in  al- 
mo(t  every  direction.  The  party  at  the  water  fide 
made  them'felves  mailers  of  both  the  fchooners,  the 
cutter,  the  two  barges,  the  boat,  and  every  man  in  them* 
The  action  iafted  ieveral  hour?.  The  provincials  loft 
but  cne  man,  and  had  two  others  wounded.  They 
captured  thirty  five  men  belonging  to  the  Falcon,  fe- 
veral  ot  whom  were  wounded.  Capt,  Linzse  alter  -wis 
warped  off  having  loft  hail  his  men. 


Head 
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He  ad- Quarters,  §th  Augufl,  1775. 
Parole,  Rockejier,  Counterfoil,  Plym:uth. 

Th<*  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment,  or  corps, 
is  to  mak?a  return  at  orderly  time  to  morrow  to  the 
adjutant  general,  of  the  number  of  tents  or  boards, 
which  are  wanted  to  cover  the  men,  that  they  may  be 
provided  as  foon  as  poflible.  They  are  alfo  to  give 
in  the  names  of  fuch  of  their  mc,  who  neither  rnve  re- 
ceived blankets,  or  who  loft  them  in  the  engagement  on 
Bunker's-Hill. 

As  there  aie  feveral  vacancies  in  the  different  regi- 
ments ;  if  there  are  any  particular  gentlemen,  who  fig- 
nal'zed  themfelves  in  the  aSion  on  Banker's  Hill,  by 
their  fpirited  behaviour  and  good  conduct,  and  of  which 
fufficient  proof  is  adduced  to  the  general.  He  will  in 
filling  up  the  commiflions,  life  his  endeavours  to  have 
them  appointed  (if  not  already  •  >mmiffi;>neJ)  to  forae 
office  or  promoted  if  they  are  ;  as  it  will  give  him  infi- 
nite pleafure  at  all  times  to  re  ward  men  wherever  it  is 
to  be  found. 

Col,  Learnard's  regiment  to  join  general  Thomas's, 
brigade,  and  colonel  Huntington's  to  join  general  Spen- 
cer's brigade. 

Capt.  Ballard  of  col,  Frye's  regiment,  tvyedby  the 
late  general  court  martial  for  profane  (wearing,  and  for 
beating  and  abuiiog  his  men  \  the  court  find  the  prifoner 
guilty,  in  two  iniiances  of  profane  fweanng,  and  of  beat- 
ing one  of  his  men,  and  therefore  fentence  him  to  pay 
a  has  of  four  Ihillmgs  for  each  offence. 

Capt, 
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Captain  jefle  Saunders  of  colonel  Sargeant's    regi- 
ment ;  tryed  by  the  late  general  court  martial  5    for  fre- 
quently drawing  more  provisions  than  he  hid  men  in 
his  company  to  confume.     For  forcing  the  fentrys,  and 
taking  away  a  gun,  the   property  of  William    Turner, 
and  threatening  the  life  of  ferjeant  Connor,  cocking  and 
preferring   his  gun  at  him  when    in    the  execution    of 
his  duty. — -The  court  are  of  opinion,  that    the  pnfoner 
is  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  charge  exhibited  againit  him 
him  and   unanimoufly    adjudge    that   he    be  forthwith 

cathiered. The  general    approves   the    above    fen- 

tences  and  orders  them  to  be  put   in  immediate    exe- 
cution. 

To  morrow  the  rules  and  articles,  formed  by 
the  honourable  continental  Congrefs,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  troops  0!  tne  twelve  united  colonies,  will 
be  delivered  out,  to  be  diilributed  through  the  fever- 
al  corps  oi  the  armv.  Tnev  are  to  be  ugned  by  the 
feveral  officers  of  each  regiment  beginning  with  the 
colonel  :  and  then  by  the  foldiers,  in  the  blank  leaves 
left  for  that  purpofe,  and  after  they  are  fo  fubferibed, 
they  are  to  be  depofited  with  the  captain  of  each    com*> 

pany if  there  are  any  officers,  or    foldiers,    who   re- 

fufe  to  fign  them,  their  names,  (he  companies  and  re« 
giments,  to  which  they  refpeclively  belong  are  to 
be  reported  io  the  commander  in  chief,  without  de- 
lay, 

Mr.  John  Goddard,  is  appointed  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  waggon  mailer  general,  to  the  army 
of  the  twelve  uniled  colonies,   and   is  to    be  obeyed  as 

fuch. 

Head 
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Head  Quarters,  10M  Auguft,  1775. 
Parok,  Schuylkill,  Count 'er 'sign,  Richmond. 

Jt  is  a  matter  of  exceeding  great  coacem  to  the  gen- 
eral, to  find  that  at  a  time  when  the  united  efforts  of  A* 
merica  are  exerting  in  defence  of  the  common  rights 
and  liberties  of  mankind,  that  there  fh)uld  be  in  an  ar- 
lny  eonftituted  for  fo  noble  a  purp  >fe,  fuch  repeated 
inftauces  of  officers,  who  Jofl;  to  evjry  fenfe  of  honour 
and  virtue,  are  feektng  for  dirty  and  bafe  means,  the  pro- 
motion of  their  own  difhoaeft  gain,  to  the  eternal  dif- 
grace  of  themfelves,  and  difhonourof  their  country  — - 
practices  ot  this  fort  will  never  be  overlooked,  when- 
ever anaccufation  is  lodged  ;  but  the  authors  brought 
to  the  mod  exemplary  punifhment.  It  is  therefore  much 
to  be  wifhed,  that  the  example  of  JelTe  Saunders,  late 
captain  in  colonel  Sergeant's  regiment,  will  prove  the 
lad  (hame'ul  inftance  of  fuch  a  groveling  diipofition 
and  that  for  the  future  every  officer  for  his  own  honour, 
and  the  fake  of  an  injured  public,  will  make  a  point  of 
detecting  every  iniquitous  practice pf  this  kind;  uling 
their  utmoft  endeavours  in  their  feveral  capacities,  to 
leffen  theexpence  of  the  war  as  much  as  podijle  ;  that 
the  great  caufe  in  which  we  are  ftruggling  may  receive 
no  injury  from  the  enormity  of  theexpence* 

The  feveral  pay  mailers  are  immediately  to  afcertain, 
what  pay  was  due  to  the  different  regiments,  and  corps, 
on  the  firit  day  of  this  init.  that  each  man  may  receive 
bis  refpe&ive  due,  as  foonas  the  money  arrives  to  pay 
them         ti  is  eaiaelty  recommended  that  great  exacfc- 

Vol,  I,  Oq^  nefs 
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nefs  be  ufed  in  thefe  fettkments ;  fii  ft  that  no  man  goes 
without  his  pay,  and  next,  that  not  one  farthing  more 
be  drawn  than  what  is  juftly  due  ;  after  this  the  pay  may 
be  drawn  once  a  month  or  otherwife  as  (hall  be  found 
moil  convenient ;  in  the  mean  while  the  loldiers  need 
be  under  noapprehenfion  of  getting  every  farthing   that 

is  juftiy  their  due it  is  therefore  expected   that  they 

do  their  duty  with  that  cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity,  be- 
coming men  who  are  contenhng  for  their  liberty*  pro- 
perty, and  every  thing  that  is  valuable  to  freemen,  and 
their  pofterity, 

Head  Qu  art zixs,  nth  Auguft,  1775. 
Parole,  Tunbridge,  Countersign,  S quantum. 

Complaint  having  been  made  by  the  inhabitants  to 
the  eaft  ofWatertown,  that  their  gardens  are  robbed, 
their  fields  laid  wafte,  and  fences  dedroyed;  any  perfon 
who  fhall  for  the  future  be  detected  in  iuch  flagitious, 
wicked  practices,  will  be  pumfhed  without  mercy. 

The  commander  in  chief  has  been  pleafed  to  ap- 
point Stephen  Moylan  Efq.  to  be  mufler  matter  gen- 
eral, to  the  army  of  the  United  colonies  ;  he  is  in  all 
things,  touching  his  duty  as  mufter  ma-ter  general  to 
be  conhdered  and  obeyed  as  fuch. 

Cambridge,  Head-Quarters,  12th  Augujl,  *77fc 
Parole,  U^ter9  Countersign,  Torrington. 

Head 
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Head  Quarters  at  Cambridge,  1  tfhAuguJl  1775. 

Parole  IV Mi amjbur.k,  Countersign  Torrington. 

A  geneial  court  martial  to /fit  to  morrow  morning 
to  try  colonel  J  .hn  Mansfield,  of  the  MaflT.ichafetts 
forces,  accufed  by  three  of  his  officers  of  higli  crimes, 
and  mifdemeanors.  One  brigadier  general  and  twelv'e 
field  officers  to  compote  the  court. 

President  Brigadier  General    Greene* 

MEMBERS, 

Col  Javies  Reed,  Col.  Patterson, 

Col,  James  M'Vernum,  Col.  Woodbridge, 

Lieut.  Col..  Wyman,  Lieut.  Col.  March, 

Lieut.  Col.  Holden,  Lieut.  Col.  Miller, 

Major  Cud-worth,  Major  Sawyer, 

Major  Butler  ick,  Major  AngelL 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  14.1/1  Auguft,  1775. 
Parole  York,  Countersign  Yarmouth. 

Major  Thomas  Mifflin,  is  appointed  quarter  mafter 
general  to  the  army  of  the  united  colonies.  He  is  to 
be  obeyed  as  fuch. 

As  the  troops  are  all  to  be  muttered  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible.  The  mutter  mafter  general,  Stephen  Moylan, 
Efq.  will  deliver  to  the  commanding  officer  of  each  re- 
giment, thirty  blank  mutter  rolls,  upon  Friday  next, 

and 
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and  directions  for  each  captain,  how  he  is  to  fill  up  the 
blanks 

Augujl  15th,  By  the  return  of  a  fleet  of  tranfports 
this  day  from  the  Sound,  the  want  of  frefh  proviuonin 
Bolton,  will  be  fupplied  for  a  ihort  time  among  the 
Britifh  troops  ;  the  tranfports  having  about  2O00  fheep 
and  110  oxen,  befide  eggs  butter,  &c,  which  they  took 
off  from  Gardner's  and  other  Ifknds. 

Head  Quarters,  Augujl  15th,  1775. 
Farole,  Arlington,  Cou?tierf.gn>  Bedford. 

David  Henley,  Efq.  is  appointed  brigade  major  to 
general  Heath's  brigade. 

John  Trumbull,  Efq.  is  appointed  brigade  major,  to 
general  Spencet's  brigade. 

Richard  Carey,  Efq.  is  appointed  brigade  major  to 
the  brigade,  commanded  by  the  eideit  colonel, 
,     Thomas  Chafe,  Daniel  Box,  and  Alexander  Scam- 
mell,  Efquires  are  appointed  to  continue  to  do  the  du- 
ty of  brigade  majors  to  the  brigades  they  refpe&ively 

belong. 

Edmund  Randolph,  and  George  Bayler,  Efquires, 
are  appointed  aids-de  camp  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
all  and  every  of  the  above  named  gentlemen,  to  be  o- 
beyed  in  their  refpe&ive  capacities. 

The  quarter  mailer  general  is  without  delay  to  ex- 
amine the  encampments,  and  coverings,  of  the  different 
regiments,  and  corps,  to  fee  that  thofe  which  are  not  de- 
fined to  remain  in  houfes,  are  provided  as  foon  as  pof- 

fible 
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fible  with  tents  or  boards,  fufBcient  for  their  accomoda- 
tion, at  the  fame  time,  he  is  to  take  care,  to  prevent  any 
unneceflary  waile  of  the  latter,  and  to  put  a  (lop  to  the 
officers  building  fuch  large  houfes  as  Tome  of  them  are 
doing,  unlefs  they  are  intended  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  number  fuffioient  to  fill  them,  or  are  to  be  built  at 
their  own  expence,  but  no  large  houfe,  to  be  placed 
near  any  of  the  redoubts  or  lines. 

In  addition  to  the  order  of  the  4th  inft.  the  colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  each  regiment  and  corps,  is 
to  caufe  an  exa&  account  to  be  taken  (by  his  captains) 
of  the  number  of  cartridges,  which  each  man  is  pofTefled 
of,  and  at  evening  roll  calling  have  them  examined,  as 
directed  in  the  laid  order,  when  if  any  are  wanting,  and 
cannot  be  accounted  for,  the  delinquent  over  and  above 
the  punifhment  due  to  his  offence,  is  to  be  charged  with 
the  deficiency,  and  fo  much  of  his  pay  flopped  accord- 
ingly. 


Head  Quarters,  Augujl  i6tk,  1775.' 
Parole  Cumberland,  Countersign,  Dunjlable. 

Captain  Eleazer  Lindfey,  of  colonel  GerriuYs  regi- 
ment, tryed  by  a  general  court  martial  for  abfenting 
bimfeiffrom  his  pofi,  which  was  attacked  and  abandon- 
ed to  the  enemy.  The  court  on  confideration,  are  of 
opinion,  that  captain  Lindfey  be  difcharged  the  fer vice, 
as  a  perfoa  improper  to  fuftain  a  commitfion. 

John  Parke,  Efq.  is  appointed  an  afliiiant  to  the 
quarter  mafter  general  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch. 

Head 
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Headquarters,  tjth  Auguft,  1775. 

Parole,  Exeter,  Counterftgn,  Faulkland. 

Thomas  Chace,Efq.  is  to  continue  to  do  duty  as  ma- 

jor  of  brigade,  to  brigadier  general  Thomas's  brigade 

Mr.  Ezekiel  Cheever,  is  appointed  commiffary  of  artil- 
lery ftores.  The  quarter  mafter  general,  com  mi  fTary  gen- 
eral, and  commiflary  of  artillery,  are  to  m  <ke  exa&  re- 
turns,  of  all  the  (lores,  provifions  and  neceflaries  of  every 
kind,  within  their  federal  departments,  and  they  are  to 
lofe  no  time  in  cclle&ing  the  feveral  articles  which  may 
be  in  the  hands  of  commitees,  or  other  perfons,  into 
their  immediate  care,  and  they  are  to  be  anfwerable  tor 
the  difpofal  of  them. 

The  commanding  officer  of  artillery,  [is  to  fee  that 
all  the  ordnance  (lores  are  faithfully  collected,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  the  commiflary  of  the  artillery  ;  and 
the  commiflary  of  artillery  is  to  fee  that  all  the  powder, 
lead,  and  flints,  are  placed  in  the  magazines  appointed 
to  receive  them. 

The  rnuiler  mafter  general  Stephen  Moylan,  Efq. 
to  proceed  as  expeditioufly  as  poilibie  in  rnuftering  the 
troops,  and  when  he  has  delivered  his  blank  rolls  to  the 
feveral  regiments,  and  corps,  he  is  to  fix  the  days  for 
rnuftering  each  brigade,  with  the  adjutant  general,  who 
will  give  directions  accordingly. 

The  army  being  regularly  brigaded  and  a  major  of 
brigade  appointed,  and  fixed  to  each  brigade,  they  are  to 
keep  an  exa£t  roller  of  duty  for  the  oifieers,  non  com- 
miflioned  officers  and  foldiers  of  their  refpetlive  bri- 
gades. The  adjutant  general  will  affift  them  with  the 
bed  form  of  a  rofter,  and  earneftly  recommends  the  ufe 

there* 
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thereof.  All  duties  of  honour  begin  with  the  eldefl 
officer  of  each  ra:>k,  and  duties  of  fatigue  with  the 
youngeft.  Each  major  oi  brigade  will  forthwith  fix 
upon  a  proper  fpot,  as  near  as  can  be  to  the  centre  of 
the  brigade,  for  a  general  parade  of  the  brigade,  where 
all  parties  with  or  without  arms,  are  to  be  regularly  pa- 
raded, and  marched  off,  in  prefence  of  the  major  of 
brigade;  and  the  general  expects,  that  the  majors  oi  bri- 
gade, are  not  only  alert,  but  exa&  in  the  perloruiance  of 
this  duty. 

The  eourt  martial  ordered  for  the  tryal  of  colonel 
Mansueld,  to  fit  to  morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock 
at  the  college  chappel,  for  the  tryal  of  colonel  Garifli, 
all  evidences,  and  perfons  concerned,  to  attend  the 
court* 

Head  Quarters,    Augujl  18^1775. 
Parole,  Gloucefler,  Countersign,  Hartford. 

John  Connor  of  captain  Oliver's  company,  colo- 
nel Doolittle's  regiment,  tryed  at  a  general  court  mam 
tial,  for  fteaiing  a  cheefe  the  property  of  Richard  Correl, 
is  found  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  adjudged  to  receive 
3-9  lafhes  upon  his  bear  back.  The  general  aDprov^s 
the  fentence,  and  orders  it  to  be  executed  at  the  reliev- 
ing the  main  guard,  at  the  head  of  the  two  guar  s. 

Jofeph  Matthews  of  Captain  Perkins's  company  of 
artillery,  tryed  by  the  fame  general  court  martial,  for 
felling  hrs  gun,  which  the  feleS  men  of  his    town  had 

given 
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given  hirn,  and  drawing  pay  for  a  blanket,  furnifhed  by 
{did  fele&  men.  The  court  fcotence  the  prifoner  to 
receive  ten  lafhes  upon  his  bare  back,  and  Qrdef  twelve 
ftnliings  to  be  flopped  from  his  pay,  to  repay  captam 
Perkins  tor  the  blanket. — The  general  approves  the  fen- 
tence  and  orders  it  to  be  executed,  at  the  head  of  the 
guards,  where  the  company  the  prifoner  belongs  to  is 
polled. 

The  American  prifoners  taken  on  the  17th  Jane 
were  indifcriminately  thrown  into  the  jail  at  Bofi-jn, 
without  any  confederation  being  paid  to  chafe  of  rank, 
though  languishing  with  wounds  and  ficknefs.fi  The 
Whig  inhabitants  of  che  town,  were  not  allowed  to  af- 
ford the  pi  doners  all  that  relief  they  were  entitled  to 
upon  the  principles  of  humanity.  Even  books  of  de- 
votion were  taken  from  the  unhappy  lufferers,  and  were 
reproached  for  their  much  reading,  as  leading  them  in*> 
to  rebellion.  No  cruelty  was  thought  more  than  they 
deferved,  while  their  exiflenee  was  not  terminated  by  a 
baiter. 


General  Wajliington  on  the  nth  Augujl  wrote  to  general 

Gage  upon  thejubjectofthe  ill  treatment  of  the  prifm- 

eis.     Gentrai  Gage  wrote  an  anjwer  on  the  v§th  Aw 

gufl,  and  to  which  general   WaJJiington  replied  on  the 

loth  Jugufi  ;  the  following  are  the  contents  ; 

Head  Quarters,  Cambridge,  Mi^ufl  nth,  1775% 

SIM, 

I  underfland  that  the  officers  engaged  in  the  Caule 

of  liberty  and  then  country,  who  by  the  fortune  of  war 

have 


a.tv  i775.  AMERICAN  REVOLtJTlOtf.      5*3 

have  fallen  into  your  hands,  hive  been  thrown  indifcri- 
minately  into  a  common  jail,  appropriated  for  felons-— 
that  no  confideration  has  bsen  paid  for  thofe  of  the  mod 
lefpefct  ible  rank,  when  haguifhiug  with  wounds  and  iick- 

nefs that  fome  of  them  have  been  amputed  in  this 

Unworthy  fituation. 

Let  four  opinion,  fir,  of  the  nrinciple  which  avi- 
ates them  be  what  it  m  ay,  they  fuppofe  they  a&  Iron 
the  nobleft  of  *ll  principles,  a  love  of  freedom  and  their 
country.  But  political  opinions,  I  conceive,  are  fo- 
reign to  this  point*  The  obligations  arifing  horn  the 
rights  of  humanity,  and  claims  of  rank,  are  univerfally 
binding  and  extenfive,  except  in  cafe  of  retaliation. 
Thefe,  I  fhould  have  hoped,  would  have  dictated  a 
more  tender  treatment  of  thefe  individuals,  whom 
chance  or  war  had  put  in  your  power.  Nor  can  I  for- 
bear fuggeftingns  fatal  tendency  to  widen  that  un- 
happy breach,  which  you,  and  thofe  minifters  under 
whom  you  act,  have  repeatedly  declared  you  wilh  to  fee 
tor  ever  clofed. 

My  duty  now  makes  it  neceffary  to  apprize  you, 
that  lor  the  future  I  (hall  regulate  my  conduct  towards 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  are,  or  may  be  in  our  poiLlIioa,, 
exactly  by  the  rule  you  fhali  obferve  towards  thofe  of 
outs  now  in  your  cuftody. 

If  feversty  and  hardfhip  mark  the  line  of  your  con- 
duct (painful  as  it  may  be  tome)  your  prifoners  will 
ieel  its  effects*,  but  if  kiadnels  and  humanity  are  (hewn 
to  ours,  1  (hail  with  pleafure  confider  thofe  in  our  hands 
only  as  unfortunate,  and  they  fhali  receive  from  meHhafi 

Vol,  I.  Rrr  treat- 
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treatment  to  which  the  unfortunate  are  ever  intitled.     I 
beg  to  be  favoured  with  an  anfwer  as  foon  as  poflible, 

And  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervent, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

His  Excellency  General  Gage. 


Boston,  Augiift  13th,   I'jjfr 

SIR, 

TO  the  glory  of  civilized  nations,   humanity 
^and  war  have  been  compatible  ;    and  companion  to  the 
fubdued  is  become  almoft  a  general  fyftem. 

Britons,  ever  pre-eminent  in  mercy,  have  outgone 
common  examples,  and  overlooked  the  criminal  in  the 
captive.  Upon  thefe  principles,  your  prifoners,  whofe 
lives  by  the  laws  of  the  land  are  deflined  to  the  cord, 
have  hitherto  been  treated  with  care  and  kindnefs,  and 
more  comfortably  lodged  than  the  king's  troops  in  the 
hofpkals;  indifcriminately  it  is  true,  for  I  acknowledge 
do  rank,  that  is  not  derived  from  the  king. 

My  intelligence  from  your  army  would  juftify  fe* 
vere  recrimination.  I  understand  there  are  of  the  king's 
faithful  fubje&s,  taken  fome  time  fince  by  the  rebels, 
labouring  hkvj  Negro  Haves  to  gain  their    daily    fubiift- 

ence 
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cncc,  or  reduced  to  the  wretched  alternative,  to  peri  fa 
by  famine,  or  take  arms  agamft  their  king  and  country. 
Thofe,  who  have  made  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  in 
my  hands,  or  of  your  other  friends  in  Bo  Hon,  a  pretence 
for  fuch  meafures,  found  barbarity  upon  faifehood. 

I  would  willingly  hope,  fir,  that  the  fentiments 
of  libeiality,  which  I  have  always  believed  you  to  pof- 
fefs,  will  be  exerted  to  correct  thefe  mifdoings.  Be 
temperate  in  political  difquifition  ;give  free  operation  ta 
truth,  and  punifh  thofe  who  deceive  and  mifreprefent, 
and  not  only  the  effccls,  but  the  caufesof  this  unhappy 
conflict  will  be  removed. 

Should  thofe,  under  whofe  ufurped  authority  you 
a&,  controul  fuch  a  difpofition,  and  dare  to  call  feveii- 
ty  retaliation,  to  God  who  knows  ail  hearts,  be  the  ap- 
peal tor  the  dreadful  confequences.  I  trull  that  Bntifh 
foldiers  aliening  the  rights  oi  the  ftate,  the  laws  ot  th© 
land,  the  being  of  theconilitution,  wjll  meet  all  events 
'with  becoming  fortitude.  They  will  court  victory  with 
the  fphit  their  caufe  infpires,  and  from  the  fame  mo- 
tive will  find  the  patience  of  madyrs  under  misfor- 
tune. 

Till  I  read  yourinlinuations  in  regard  to  minifies, 
I  conceived  that  I  had  a&ed  under  the  king  ;  whofe 
wifhes,  it  is  true,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  miniitcrs,  and  of 
every  honeft  man,  have  been  to  iee  this  unhappy 
breach  for  ever  clofed ;  but  unfortunately  for  both  coun- 
tries^ thofe  who  long  fmce  projected  the  prefeat    crifis, 

and 
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and  influence  the  councils  of  America,  have  views  very 
diflant  from  accommodation. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient   humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

George  Washington,  Efq, 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Augu(l,   igth  1775. 

SIR, 

I  addrefTed  you  on  the  eleventh  inftant  in  terms 
which  gave  the  fairefl  fcope  for  the  exercife  of  that  hu- 
manity and  politenefs,  which  were  fuppofed  to  form  a 
part  of  your  character.  I  remonftrated  with  you  on 
the  unworthy  treatment  fhewn  to  the  officers  and  citi- 
zens of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of  war,  chance  or 
miRaken  confidence,  hsd  thrown  into  your  hands. 

"W  hether  Britiih  or  American  mercy,  fortitude,  and 
patience,  are  mod  pre-eminent — whether  our  virtuous 
citizens,  whom  the  hand  of  tyranny  has  forced  into  arms, 
to  defend  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  property, 
or  the  mercenary  infirurnents  ot  lawlefs  domination,  a- 
vaiiceand  levenge,  bed  deferve  the  appellation  of  re- 
bels, and  the  pumthment  of  that  cord,  which  your  af- 
fe&ed  clemency  has  foiborn  to  infliS :  whether  the  au- 
dio- 
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fcbority,  under  which  I  aG,  is  ufurped,  or  founded  up- 
on the  genuine  principles  of  liberty,  were   altogether  fo- 
reign to  the  fubjcft.     I  purpofely  avoided  all   political 
difiq  lifition  ;  nor  fhall  I  now  avail  myfelf   of   thofe  ad- 
vantages, which  the  facred  caufe  of  inv  country,    of  li- 
berty, and  human  nature  give  me  over    you,  much  Iefs 
fhall  F  ftoop  to  retort  and  inve&iveJ      But  the   intelli- 
gence you  t*y  you  have    received   from    our    army    re- 
quires a  reply,  I  have  taken  time,  (iri   to  make  a   Uriel: 
inquiry,    and    find    it    has    not  the  leaft    foundation  in 
truth.     Not  on*y  your  officers  and  foldiers    have  been 
tieated  with    a  tendeincfs    due  to   fellow  citizens  and 
brethren,  but    even    thofe   execrable    paricides,    whole 
councils    and    aid    have   deluged    their    country    with 
blood,  have  been  protected    from    the    fury  of   ajuftly 
enraged  people.       Far  from    compelling    or  permitting 
their  afliftance,  I    am  embarraffed    with  the  numbers, 
who  crowd  to  our  camp,  animated  with  the  pureft  prin- 
ciples of  virtue,  and  love  of  their    country.       You  ad- 
vife  me  to  give  free  operation  to  truth,    to   punifh  mif- 
reprefentation    and  falfehood.      If    experience    (lamps 
value  upon  counfel,  yours  mull  have  a    weight,   which 
few  can  claim.     You  beft  can  tell  how  far    the  convul- 
fion,  which  has  brought  fuch  ruin   on    both    countries, 
and  fhaken  the  mighty  empire  of  Britain  to  its   founda- 
tion, may  be  traced  to  thefe  malignant  caures. 

You  affea,  fir,  to  ddp'^Q  all  rank,  not  derived'from 
the  fame  (ource  with  your  own.  I  cannot  conceive 
one  more  honourable  than  that  which  flaws  from  the 
uncorrupted  choice  of  a  brave  and  free  people,  the  pu- 

rsil 
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reft  fource,  and  original  fountain  of  all  power.  Far 
from  making  it  a  plea  of  cruelty,  a  mind  of  true  mag- 
nanimity and  enlarged  ideas  would  comprehend  and 
refped  it. 

What  may  have  been  the  minifterial  views,  which 
have  precepitated  the  prefent  cnris,  Lexington,  Con- 
cord, and  Charleftown  can  bell  declare.  May  that 
God,  to  whom  you  then  appealed,  judge  between  A- 
meiica  and  you.  Under  his  providence,  thofe  who 
influence  the  councils  of  America,  and  all  the  other 
inhabitants  oi  the  united  colonies,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives,  aie  determined  to  hand  down  to  pofterity  thofe 
juft  and  invaluable  privileges  which  they  received  from 
their  anceftors. 

I  (hall  now,  fir,  clofe  my  correfpondence  with  you 
perhaps  for  ever.  If  your  officers,  our  prifoners,  re- 
ceive a  treatment  from  me  different  from  what  I  wifhed 
to  fhew  them,  they  and  you  will  remember  the  occafi- 
on  of  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON* 

General  Gage. 

Head 
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Head-Quarters,  1*9/*  Auguft,  1775. 

Parole,  Jcrjey,  Countersign,  Kendel. 

Colonel  Samuel  Gerrifh,  of  the  MMTachufetts  for- 
ces. Tried  by  a  general  court  martial,  of  which  bri- 
gadier general  Greene,  was  piefi  lent,  is  unanimoufly 
found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  49th  aricleof  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  MalTachufetts  army.  The  court 
therefore  fentence  and  a i judge  the  faid  colonel  GerriQi, 
to  be  cafhiered,  and  rendered  incapable  of  any  employ* 

ment  in  the  American  army. The  general  approves 

the  fentence  of  the  court  martial,  aai  orders  it    to  take 
place  immediately 

Head  Quarters,   Auguft  20^,1775. 
Parole,  Leb  anon,  Countersign,  Mansfield* 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  5th  inft.  the  bri- 
gadier general  and  field  officers  chofen  by  ballot,  have 
made  report  to  his  excellency  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  final  fettlement  of  the  rank  of  all  the  regiments 
and  officers  in  the  army  of  the  united  colonies.  The 
general  intirely  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  bri- 
gadier, and  the  field  officers,  and  thanks  them  in  this 
public  manner  for  the  great  pains  and  care  they  have 
taken,  in  eftablifhing  a  point  of  To  much  importance  to 
the  army.  His  excellency  ftriaiy  commands  all  offi- 
cersand  foldiers  to  pay  ail  due  Qbe^iQncQ  to  the  regui 
kcions  fo  eftabliihed.  The  adjutant  general  will  de- 
liver 
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liver  to  each  major  of  brigade,  this  day  at  orderly  time, 
a  copy  of  the  rank  of  the  regiments,  of  the  field  oifi- 
cers,  and  of  the  officers  in  every  regiment,  in  their  re f« 
pective  brigades. 

A  court  of  inquiry  to  fit  this  day,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon to  examine  into  the  reaions  ior  a.  complaint  ex- 
hibited agamfl  col.  E-jenezer  Bnd 


•63' 


Brigadier  General  Heathi  President. 

MEMBERS. 

Col  Prefcott,  Col.  Woodbridge, 

Col.  Serjeant^  Lieut-  Col.  Johonnot. 

Head  Quarters,  nth  dugv.fi t  i  jy^ 
Parole  Norfolk,  Countersign  Oporto. 

The  court  of  inquiry  ordered  to  fet  yeflerday  upon 
colonel  Ebenezer  Bridge  to  fit  this  day  at  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

Michael  Berry,  tryed  by  a  late  general  court  martial 
for  Healing  a  hat  fromcapt.  Waterman,,  is  four^d  guilty, 
and  fentenced  to  receive  30  iafhss,  but  in  confideration 
of  his  long  confinement.  Tiie  general  pardons  the 
prifoner. 

General  Sullivan's  brigade  to  be  muttered  to  mor- 
row. The  muiler  matter  general,  to  begin  wv,  r  the  re- 
giment potted  on  the  left  of  the  lines,  exactly  at  fix 
o'clock,  with  the  next  regiment  on  the  leftatfeven,  and 
lb  en,  until  the  whole  are  muttered.   The  field  and  ftaff 

officers 


\ 
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officers  of  each  regiment,  3re  robe  mulerei  in  the  elded 
captains  company  ;   and  fuch   as   were    drafted  to    the 
meat  of  a  are   t  >  be    niuhV-red    only  to    the 

day  (hey  were  draped.  The  regiment  of  artillery  to 
hrufterthern  from  chat  ti  '  e. 

A  rpord^ao'd   9  ffteti  to   mount  giard  to 

moirow  morning  at  Mr  Fa  "■/ fiber's  hjufe,  lately 
converted  into  an  hofpi.al.  Th:  fecjeant  to  teceire  bil 
01.'       fo&rn  Df,  C  torch,  Ji     tor  of  th  ifcal. 

The  conversion  ol  N  :  -v  York,  lia/in^  feftffyfed  Mo- 
on the  rei,:j^al  oi  the  cannon  from   the   baltery  in  the 
cuy.  Tbis  btifinefe  was  comm itted  to  capt.  Sears,  under 
whole  direction  it  was  to  be  executed.  Capt.  Vanieput 
ol  the  Aha  man  of  war,  having  received  private  informa- 
tion ot  the  dehgn,  and  when  it  was  to  be  atce  nped.  He 
therefore  prepared  to  oppof ;  its  execution,  an  1  appoint* 
ed  a  boat  to  waich  the  motions  of  the  people    affemblei 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  d  ad  of  niglifc       The  fa.lors  m 
the  boat  givinj  the  fi^nal,  with    a  fhfh    of  pnwder,   of 
what  was  going  forward,  the  people  on  ihore  -mi  Hook  it 
for  an  intention  to  die  at  them  with  a  mufke>,  in  eotife- 
quence  of  which  they  immediately    aimed  a    volley  of 
(hot  at  the  boat,  and  killed  one  man.     Captain  Vzadz* 
put,  loon  after  commenced  a  Snug  from  the   Ana  mih 
grape  mot,  fwivel  mot,  18  and   24  pounders,    whereby 
three  perrons  were  wounded,  two  (lightly,  the  other  loll 
the  calf  of  his  leg.     He  then  ceaferj  foi  fame  time,  inn- 
gining  that  the  people  had  iiefiiied  from  their  puraofe, 
while  they  were  only  changing  their  mode  of  operation, 
Captain  Sears,  provided  a  deceiving  parry,  intended  to 
Vol.  U  S  s  s  draw 
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the  Ana's  fire  from  the  line  of  the  working   party.      He 
ftnt  the  former  behind   a  brealt  work,    by   which    they 
were  fecured  on  dodging  down  upon    feeing    the   flafh 
of  the  Ada's  guns.     When   all   was  in   readinefs,  they 
huzzaed,  and  fang  out  their  notes,  as  though  tugging  in 
ur.ifon,  and  fired  from  the  walls  ;  while  the  working  par- 
ty iikntly  got  off  twenty  one  18  pounders,  with  carria- 
ges, empty  cartridges,  rammers,  &c.  captain  Vandeput, 
upon  hearing  the  noife  and  feeing  the  (ire  of  the    muf- 
keuy,  ordered  the. Alia  to  fire  a    whole    broad-die    to 
ward  that  part  of  the  fort,  where  the  deceiving  party  had 
fecured  themfelves.     Some  of    the  fhot   ftruck  hou  fes 
in  the  city,  and  injured  them   confiderably,  however  no 
Jives  were  loft.     The  inhabitants  were  thrown   into  the 
utmoft  conformation,  a  removal  of  men,    women,  chil- 
dren, and  goods,  immediately    commenced.     This   af- 
fair happened  at  a  very  late  hpur,   between  twelve   and 
two  o'clock  Auguft  22.     Such  was  the   ftillnefs  of   the 
night,  that  the  report  of  the  cannon  was  heard  as  Phila- 
delphia* ninety  miles  off. 

Head- Quarters,  22^/2  Auguft,  1775. 

Parole,  Portsmouth,  Counter fign,  Quinccy. 

As  the  mufter  rolls  cannot  be  properly  prepared 
befoie  Saturday  next.  The  general  defers  the  mu tier- 
ing of  the  brigade  upon  the  left  of  the  lines,  until  1  ext 
Monday,  when  the  muikring  the  whole  will  taka  place 
without  interruption. 

Captain  Pearl  of  colonel    Woodbridge'i  regiment. 

Tiled 
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Tried   by  a  general  court  martial,    for   defrauding   his 

men  of  their  pay. The  court  are  unanimoufly  of  o« 

pinion,  that    the   complaint    is    in  no    part    fupported, 
and  being  vexatiuos,  and  groundlefs,  acquit  capt.  P?arl  ; 

The   court   order   tho  chief    complainant   D.miel 

Davids  to  be  confined. 

The  general  does  not  mean  to  difcourage  the  prac- 
tice of  bathing,  whilft  the  weather  is  warm  enough  to 
continue  it,  but  he  exprefly  forbids  any  perfons  dojng 
it  at  or  near  the  bridge  in  Cambridge,  where  it  has  been 
obferved,  and  complained  of,  that  many  men  loft  to  all 
fenfe  of  decency  and  common  modefty,  aie  running  a- 
bout  naked  upon  the  budge,  whilft  paJTengers,  and 
even  ladies  of  the  firft  fafhion  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
patting  over  it,  as  if  they  meant  to  glory  in  their  (name. 
The  guards,  and  fr ntiies  at  the  bridge,  are  to  put  a  (top 
to  this  practice  for  tiie  future. 

The  director  general  of  the  hofpital,  having  com- 
plained that  the  Ock  under  his  care,  are  not  only  incom- 
moded by  a  promifcuous  refort  of  foldiers  to  the  rooms, 
but  greatly  injured  by  having  improper  things  carried 
to  them  to  eat,  at  the  fame  time,  that  many  diforders 
under  which  the  fick  are  fuffermg,  may  be  by  them 
contracted,  and  fpread  in  the  camp,  by  means  of  this 
intercourse  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  improper 
vi&taaon  be  put  a  Hop  to  for  the  future*  No  noa  com- 
miifioned  oflicer,  or  loldier,  to  be  admitted  into  trie  hof- 
pital  hereafter,  without  the  leave  of  the  furgeon  then  m 
attendance,  or  by  a  written  licence  from  the  colonel,  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  regimen:  they  balong  to,  in 
either  of  wrhich  cafes,  the  friend*   to    tiie    Tick,   and   all 

thole 
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thofe  who  have  any  real  bafir.efs  v/ifh  them,  will  never 
be  denied  the  priviledge  and  iatisfa&ion  of  vifiting. 

Reprefe-itations  being  rmde  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  that  officers  are  frequently  feen  in  Cambridge,  and 
Wafeitown,  and  in  the  to'whs  and  villages  round  the 
camp.  Without  any  leave  of  abfence  previously  ob- 
tained and  contrary  to  all  good  dilcipline  and  order, 
and  as  fuch  irregularity  at  this  time  may  be  productive 
of  the  worft  of  confequences.  The  general  dire&s  the 
Commanding  officers  oi  corps  to  be  particularly  atten- 
tive to  the  behaviour  of  all  their  officers,  and  without 
favour  or  afFe&ion  confine  any  officer  wh  >  is  abfent 
fiom  the  camp  or  lines  where  he  is  polled,  or  incamped  : 
Without  leave  in  writing  firft  had  and  obtained  from  the 
general  commanding  the  brigade, And  the  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments  are  ftriclly  enjoined 
to  put  in  arreft  any  officer  who  fhall  for  the  future  dif- 
obey  this  order,  when  officers  fet  good  examples,  it  may 
be  expected  that  the  men  will  with  zeal,  and  alacrity 
follow  them  ;  but  it  would  be  a  mere  phenomenon  in 
nature  to  find  a  well  disciplined  foldiery  where  officers 
are  relaxed,  and  tardy  in  their  duty,  nor  can  they  with 
any  kind  of  propriety,  or  good  conference,  fet  in  judg- 
ment upon  a  foldier  for  difobeying  an  order,  which, 
they  tbexmelves  are  every  day  breaking  ;  the  general  is 
lorry,  exceeding  ferry  to  find  ccca&on,  to  give  fuch  re- 
peated orders  on  this  head,  but  as  the  fatety  of  the  army, 
and  falvatioti  ot  the  country,  may  eiientially  depend 
updna  flriclnefs  of  discipline,   and   cloie  attention  to 

duty 
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dutv,  he  will  give  no  countenance,  nor  fliew  any  favom 
to  delinquents* 

Head  Ou arters,  23d  dugujlt  1775. 
Parole  Pumncy,  Countersign  Summcrfett* 

Head  Quarters,   Auguji  24^,1775. 
Parole,  TunbrUge,  Countersign,  U'Jlcr. 

Lieutenant  William  Ryan,  of  colonel  Nixon's  re- 
giment ;  try e J  by  a  general  court  martial,  of  which 
Iieut.  colonel  Bricketf,  was  preEdent,  is  found  guilty 
ct  a  breach  of  the  6  li.  and  49th  articles  of  the  rules  and 
regulations,  for  the  Maflfa.chufetts  army,  and  is  unani- 
adjudged  to  be  caihieied* The  general  ap- 
proves the  fentence,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immedi- 
ately. 

The  quarter  mafter  general,  is  to  fee  that  the  differ- 
ent brigades,  or  at  lead  each  divifion  of  the  army,  are 
provided  with  armourers  iulncient  to  keep  the  arms  in 

pioper  repair,— that  they  have  proper  places  prodd- 

ed  to  woik  in,  that  they  are  properly  attended  to,  to  pre- 
vent  impoiitions  of  any  kind. 

He  is  alfo  to  employ  biickmakers  under  the  care  of 
capt.  Francis,  of  colonel  Mansfield's  regiment,  and  let 
them  to  make  brick  immediately — the  neceffary  attendU 
ance  is  to  be  applyed  tor  by  captain  F*an£is  fcq  ti>e  ad- 
jutant general, 

The 
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The  quarter  matter  general,  is  alfo  to  receive  from 
the  general  court  of  the  Maffachafetts  government,  or 
from  fuch  perfons  as  they  fhdil  appoint,  to  deliver  them  ; 
all  the  fhirts,  fhoes,  and  (lockings,  breeches  and  waiftcoats, 
which  have  been  provided  by  order  of  their  committee 
of  fafety,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  and  fettle  for  the  fame, 
and  not  deliver  any  from  his  ftore,  without  an  order  in 
writing  from  the  commander  in  chief. 

An  exa6t  return  ol  the  company  of  artificers,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Ay  res,  to  be  given  in— where  they  have 
been  at  work  and  how  employed. 

The  general  would  be  glarj  to  have  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  war  (as  eftablifhed  by  the  Continental 
Congrefs)  returned  to  him  figned,  as  he  will  thereupon 
proceed  to  didribute  the  continental  Com  millions  a- 
greeahle  to  the  ranks  lately  fettled. 

The  late  paymafrer  of  the  MafTachufetts  troops,  is 
once  more  called  upon  in  a  peremptory  manner,  to  fet- 
tle his  accounts  with  the  different  regiments ;  that  it 
may  be  known  what  money  is  due  to  the  men  up  to  the 
fird  of  this  month ;  (Auguft)  The  general  is  very 
forry  that  any  difficulty  or  delay  mould  have  happened 
in  a  matter  fo  plain  and  fisnple  in  its  nature.——"*- He 
now  aftures  the  regiments  of  Maffachufe  its,  as  they  feem 
to  be  the  only  complainants,  and  fafferers,  that  if;  they 
do  not  get  paid  by  their  own  colony  paymafter  before 
the  fir*,  day  oi  September,  that  he  will  order  James 
Warren,  Efq.  continental  payfmafter  general,  to  pay 
each  of  the  MaffaChufetts  regiments  for  the  month  of 
Augufl,  and  that  he  will  moreover  uie  his    endeavours 

to 
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to  have  their  pay  up  to  the  firft  Auguft,  fettled  for,  and 
adjufled,  as  Toon  as  poflible. 

Twenty  men  from  col.  Mansfield's  regiment  and  10 
from  col.  Gardner'5,  and  2  from  each  of  the  other  regi- 
ments in  the  lines,  and  in  Cambridge,  to  be  fent,  to  join 
capt.  Francis,  of  coh  Mansfield's  regiment,  to  be  forth- 
with employed  in  making  of  bricks — none  but  men 
who  are  acquainted  with  that  iervice  to  be  fent  upon 
it. 

Colonel  Prefcott,  with  two  companies  of  his  regi- 
ment to  march  to  Seweli's  point  this  ddy.  The  colo- 
nel will  apply  to  the  quarter  matter  general,  for  the 
tents  that  will  be  wanted  for  this  detachment. 
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Parole,  Wilmington,  Countersign,  York/Jure, . 

If  the  officers  who  were  fent  upon  the  recruiting  fer* 
vice,  are  not  all  returned  to  camp,  they  are  to  be  forth- 
with recalled,  and  no  more  men  to  be  enlifted  until  fur- 
ther oiders. 

The  company  late  under  th«  command  of  captain 
Ebenezer  Lindfey,  isto  join  col.  Woodbridge's  regi- 
mentas  that  regt.  has  at  prefent  only    nine   companies. 

As  the  commander  in  chief,  has  heretofore  approv- 
ed all  the  fenterices  of  the  gener.d  courts  martial,  which 
have  been  laid  beiore  hun>  and  thought  himfelt  happy 
in  agreeing  with  them  in  opinion,  ij  will  he  not  none 
unapprove  the  judgment  refpe&irig  entignjofhua  Trof- 
ton;  as  the  court  have  intimated  that  they  were  influ- 
enced 
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fenced  hv  fume  favourable  circus  (lances.  Difbbeiience 
or  orders  is  araongft  the  firft  and  mod  attrocou:;  of  all 
mihtarvcrirn^hedefires  that  the  conduct  of  enfi^rt 
Joibua  Tiofton,  however  he  may  have  been  pr-voked, 
may  r.ever  be  draw.n  iufo  precedent;  as  there  are  cer- 
t^in  modesty  which  interior  •  jfikers  rnay  obtain  redrefs 
of  grievances,  wtthoiu  proceeding  to  any  unjufiifiable 
a&sofv  idle  nee. 

Enfign  Jomua  Trofton  of  gc'h  regiment  of  foot  in 
fhe  fervice  of  the  unued  colonies,  commanded  by 
col.  Scammons.  Tiycd  by  a  general  court  martial,  for 
oS'ermg  to  fmke  his  colonel,  and  for  difobe  Jience  of  or- 
ders, is  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  6th  articla  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  MaiTachufetts  army  and 
fentenced  to  be  ccnfLv.-d  to  his  tent  forthree    days* 

A  return  flgned  by  the  commanding  officer  of  each 

[regtof  the   comrh  ffion^d  oflicers  vacant;  diftingii!ih« 

ing  their  names,  rank,  and  by  what  means  vacant  ;  this 

vnad  be  delivered  to    the   adjutarit   general   at   orueriy 

time  to  morrow. 


Head  Quarters,  Augujl i&h,  1775* 

Parole,  Amboy,  Counterfort^  Brookline. 

•General  Sullivan's  brigade  to  be  mudered  upon 
Monday  morning  next,  in  the  manner,  and  torm,  direct- 
ed by  the  general  oicUirs  of  trie  2  lit  iatf. 

To 


To  John  r.l2i\:)cki  Efquire,  President  of  Go-igrefs. 
SIR, 

THE  inclofed  letter  came  under  fuch  a  di- 
rection an  J  circ  im  t  inces,  is  lei  me  to  fapp  >fe  it  con- 
tained fome  intere'bng  advices,  either  refje}  v*  a  fa  p. 
plv  of  powder,  or  the  clothing  lately  taken  at  Paila iel- 
phia  ;  I  therefore  took  the  liberty  of  breaking  the  Teal 
for  which  I  hope  the  fervice  and  my  mo:ives  Ariil  apo- 
logize. 

As  the  filling  up  the  place  of  vacant  brigadier-gen- 
eral will  probably  be  ot  the  fit  ft  bullnefa  of  the  ho- 
noarableCongrefs,  I  flat  er  myfelf  it  will  not  be  deemed 
aflfutning,  to  mention  the  names  of  two  gentlemen,  whofe 
former  fervices,  rank  and  age,  may  be  thought  worthy 
of  attention  on  this  cccafion.  The  former  is  colonel 
John  Arrmlrong,  of  Pennfylvania;  he  ferved  during  the 
lafi  war  in  mod  of  the  campaigns  to  the  fouthward,  was 
honoured  with  the  command  of  the  Pennfylvania  forces, 
and  his  general  military  conduct  and  fpirit  much  ap« 
proved  by  ail  who  ferved  with  him:  bellies  which,  his 
chara&er  was  difiinguiihed  by  an  enceiprize  agaiali  the 
Indians,  which  he  planned  with  great  judgment,  and 
executed  with  equal  courage  and  fuceefs.  It  was  not 
till  lately  that  I  had  reafon  to  believe  he  would  enter 
again  on  public  fervice;  and  it  is  now  wholly  unfolicit- 
ed  and  unknown  on  his  part.  The  other  gentleman  is 
colonel  Fry  of  Maifacbufetts-Biy.  He  entered  into 
the  fervice  as  early  as  1745,  and  rofe  through  the  dif- 
ferent military  ranks,  in  the  fucceeiing  wars,  to  that  of 
Vol,  I,  T  £  t  colo- 
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colonel,  until  laft  June,  when  he  was  appointed  a  ma- 
jor general  by  the  Congrefs  ot  this  province.  From 
thefe  circumitances,  together  with  the  favourable  report 
made  to  me  of  him,  I  prefume  he  fuflained  the  charac- 
ter of  a  good  officer,  though  I  do  not  had  it  diftinguifh« 
ed  by  anv  peculiar  fervice. 

Either  of  thefe  gentlemen,  or  any  other  whom  the 
honourable  Congrefs  (hall  ple*fe  to  favour  with  this 
appointment,  will  be  received  by  me  with  the  utmoft 
deference  and  refpect. 

The  late  adjournment  having  ma^e  it  impracticable 
to  know  the  pleafure  of  the  Congrefs  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  brigade  majors,  beyond  the  number  of  three 
which  they  were  pleafed  to  leave  to  me, — and  the  fer- 
vice not  admitting  of  further  delay,  i  havecontinu- 
ed  the  other  three  ;  which  I  hope  their  honours  will 
not  dilapprove.  Thefe  latter  were  recommended  by 
the  refpe&ive  corps  to  which  they  belong,  as  the  fiteii 
perfons  for  thefe  offices  until  further  direction,  and 
have  difcharged  the  duty  ever  unce,  They  are  the  ma- 
jors Box,  Scammel,  and  Samuel  Brewer. 

Laft  Saturday  night  we  took  pofleflion  of  a  hill  coa- 
fiderably  advanced  beyon  i  our  former  lines  ;  which 
brought  on  a  very  heavy  cannonade  from  Bunker's  hill, 
and  afterwards  a  bombardment,  which  has  been  fince 
kept  up  with  little  fpirit  on  their  part,  or  damage  on 
ours.  The  work  having  been  continued  ever  (ince,  is 
now  fo  advanced,  and  the  men  fo  well  covered,  as  to 
leave  us  under  no  apprehensions  of  much  farther  lofs. 
In  this  affair  we  had  killed— one  adjutant,  one  volun- 
teer, and  two  privates.     The    fcarqrty    of  ammunition 

does 
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does  not  a  dmic  of  our  availing  ourfelves  of  the  Gtuation, 
as  we  otherwife  might  do  :  but  this  evil  I  hope  will 
foon  be  remedied,  as  I  have  been  inform  2(3,  of  the  arri- 
val of  a  Urge  quantity  at  New.  York,  fume  at  New  Lon- 
don, and  more  hourly  expe&ei  at  different  places.  1 
need  not  aid  to  what  I  have  already  faid  on  this  fub- 
jecfc.  Our  late  fupply  was  very  feafonable,  but  far  fhorfc 
of  our  necellities. 

The  late  adjournment  of  the  honourable  Congref* 
having  been  made  before  my  letter  of  the  fourth  indant 
was  received,  I  mud  now  be,*  leave  to  recall  their  at- 
tention to  thole  parts  of  it  which  refpeft  the  provifion 
for  the  winter,  the  reduction  of  the  troops,  the  double 
commilfions  under  different  eil^b  laments,  and  colonel 
Gridley's  appointment  of  major  general;  m  all  which, 
1  hope  to  be  honoured  with  their  commands  as  foon  as 
poflible. 

The  advocate  generaj  has  Cent  me  a  memorial  ref- 
pe&ing  his  fervice,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  indole  ; 
(No.  L)  and  from  the  variety  and  multiplicity  of  ducy 
in  a  new  army  as  well  as  his  regular  fervice  and  attend- 
ance, I  am  induced  to  recommend  him  to  the  farther 
notice  of  the  honourable  Congrefs. 

The  treatment  of  our  officers,   prisoners  at  Boflin, 

induced  me  to  write  to  general  Gage  on    that    fubje^fc. 
His  anfwer  and  my  reply  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  be- 
fore 
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fore  the  Congrefs,  ia  the  inclofures   No,    II,    III,  IV. 
lince  which  I  have  heard  nothing  from  hioi. 

I  remain, 

With  the  greater!  refpeft  and  regard,  Sec. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

(The  above  letter  bears  no  date,  but    appears  to  have 
been  written  on  or  about  the  twenty  sixth  of  Auguft  1775.) 

About  two  thoufand  of  the  American  troops,  at 
night  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  intrenched  on  Plow'd 
hill,  within  point  blank  ihot  of  the  Britifh  on  Bunker's 
hill,  notwithstanding  a  continual  fire  almoft  all  the  fol- 
lowing day  of  27th, by  which  the  Americans  had  only 
two  killed  and  two  wounded.  While  the  intrenchments 
were  carrying  on,  parties  of  riflemen  were  engaged  in  fir- 
ing upon  the  advanced  guards  on  Charleftown  neck. 
One  Britifh  officer  and  feveral  men  were  (een  to  fail. 
Two  of  the  Britifh  floating  batteries  attempting  to  an- 
noy the  Americans  at  work  upon  the  hili,  were  fiienced 
in  My  flic  river,  and  one  partly  fuok.  Upwards  of  300 
fhells  were  thrown  at  the  fortrefs  on  Plow'd  hill  without 
a  Jingle  perfon's  being  hurt  thereby.  The  Britifh  find- 
ing that  their  firing  had  but  hide  efFeCi,  relaxed,  and 
atter  a  while  delated  entirely,  and  the  Americans  re- 
mained quiet  in  their  new  poll. 

Head 
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Head  Quarters,  Augujl  2jtht  1775.' 
Parole  C'olchejtzr,  Countersign,  Dover. 

Head-Ouarters,  i$th  Augujl,  1775. 
Parole,  Ejjex,  Countersign  Falmouth. 

As  the  extraordinary  duty  neceffary  for  fome  days 
paft,  prevents  the  muftering  general  Sullivan's  brigade 
this  morning,  the  general  appoints  Friday  morning  next 
for  that  purpofe,  and  orders  thatbrigadj,  to  be  relieved 
from  all  but  the  ordinary  camp  duty  of  their  particular 
encampments  Ihurfday  morning,  that  they  may  have 
that  day  to  prepare  for  their  muttering. 

As  nothing  is  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  fol- 
diers,  nor  more  certainly  productive  of  the  bloody  flux, 
than  drinking  new  cyder;  the  general  in  the  moU  po- 
fitive  manner  commands  the  entire  difufe  of  the  fame, 
and  orders  the  quarter  mailer  general  this  day  to  pub- 
lifh  advertisements,  to  acquaint  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fur  rounding  diltricls,  that  fuch  of  them  as  are  detected 
bringing  new  cyder  into  the  camp,  after  Thursday  the 
la  ft  day  of  this  month,  may  depend  on  having  their 
calks  fioved. 

Head-Quarters,  i^thAugufz  ijj^ 

Parole  Georgia,  Countersign  Harvard. 

For  the   future,  the   feveral  guards  mounted    up- 
on the  general  hoipitals  are  to  be    reduced   into   one 

guard, 
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guard,  confiding  of  one  fubaltern,  three  fergeants,  one 
fife,  three  corporals,  and  thirty  men.  The  officer  after 
feeing  his  fentries  polled,  is  to  receive  his  orders  from 
Dr.  Church,  director  of  the  general  hofpital  of  the  army 
of  the  united  colonies. 

The  quarter  matter  general,  and  commiiTary  general 
are  to  fee  ftri&  regard  paid  to  the  6th  article  of  the  gen. 
orders  of  the  7th  July  lad  ;  as  complaints  are  continu- 
ally making  of  the  badnefs  of  the  bread  fes  ved  to  the 
tegiments. 


Head  Quarters,  %Qtk  Augujl,  1775. 
Parole  Ireland,  Countersign  Kingjlon* 

One  field  officer,  fix,  captains9  twelve  fabalterns 
twelve  fergeants,  twelve  corporals,  two  drums,  two  fifes, 
and  three  hundred  (oldiers  from  Heath's  brigade,  and 
the  fame  from  the  Cambridge  brigade,  to  parade  as 
foon  as  the  weather  is  fair,  to  march  to  Plow'd  hill; 
one  furgeon  and  one  mate  from  each  brigade,  to  be  pro- 
vided with  proper  intlrurnents,  and  dreflings  are  to  be 
reaiy  to  march  with  the  above  detachment. 

By  the  orders  of  the  17th  inft.  Thomas  Chace  Efq. 
was  to  the  prejudice  of  Samuel  Brewer,  Efq.  through 
miflake  appointed  to  be  continued  to  do  duty  to  bri- 
gadier general  Thomas's  brigade,  as  major  of  brigade  :~— 
His  excellency  orders  that  miilake  to  be  re&i&ed,  and 
directs  Samuel  Brewer,  to  be  continued  to  acl  as  major  of 
brigade  to  brigadier  general  Thomas.  He  is  to  be 
obeyed  as  fuch. 

To 
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To  the  Honourable  Peter  Vanbrugh   Living/Ion,  Enquire, 
Preftdent  of  the  Provincial  Convention,  New-York* 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  Augnjl  30^,  1775. 

SIR, 

Mr.  Livingston  and  fome  other  gentlemen  from 
your  city  brought  us  the  acceptable  news  of  the  fife   ar- 
rival of  a  large  quantity  of  pow  ier,   and    five   hundred 
ftand  ofarms.     Oaf  fitaation  is  fach  as  requires    yoar 
immediate,  afsiftance  and   fupply  in  that  article.     We 
have  lately  taken  poffeflion  of    a  hill  onQierably   ad- 
vanced towards  the  enemy,  but    our  poverty    prevents 
our  availing  ourielves  of  any  advantage  of  fituation.     I 
mud  therefore  mod  earnefily  entreat  that  meafures  may 
be  taken  to  forward  to  this  camp,  in  the  mo  ft   fafe  and 
expeditious  manner,  whatever  ammunition  can  be  fpar- 
ed  from  the    immediate  and    neceifary    defence    of   the 
province*     The  value  of  whatever  may  be  fent   in  con- 
fequence  of  this  requeft    will    be  paid    by    order    from 
hence  when  delivered,  or  negociated  with  the  honoura- 
ble Continental  Congrefs,  at    Patladelp  lia,  as  may    be 
agreed  with  the  proprietors,      i    only   requeft  that  no 
time  may  be  loll  through  any  fuch   difficulties,  as    our 
fituation  is  fo  critical,  and  the  exigencies  (o  great.    The 
mode  of  conveyance    1  muft  leave  with  the    provincial 
Corgrefs,  or  the  committee  of  che  ci>y.     I    doubt    not 
they  will  take  every  precaution  to  make  it  fafe  and  ex- 
peditious. 

I  have  l he  honour  to  be,  &c 

GEORE  WASHINGTON. 

Head 
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Head-Quarters,  pjl  Aagufl,  1775. 

Parole,  London,  Counterfign,  Monmouth. 

The  colonels  or  oSc*r  commanding  of  each  regi- 
ment of  the  MaiTachufctts  forces,  are  without  delay,  to 
make  out  an  exacl;  abfiraclfor  the  month  of  Auguft,  of 
the  pav  due  to  the  commiflioned,  non  comrmffioned  offi- 
cers and  private  ioldiers,  of  each  regiment,  who  were  ef- 
fective in  the  faid  regiment  during  that  month,  and  who 
continue  to  be  effective  in  the  fame.  This  a.Mtiag 
muft  be  Ggned  by  the  colonel  or  officer  commajding 
each  regiment  of  the  Maffachufetts  ,  and  forthwith  deli- 
vered by  him,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  to  the  end 
that  each  of  thofe  regiments,  may  immediately  be  paid 
one  months  pay. 

Head  Quarters,  \ji  September,  1775. 
Parole,  Newhaven,  Countersign,  Ormond, 

Complaint  has  been  made  to  the  general,  that  the 
bocy  cf  a  foldier  of  col.  Weodbridge's  regiment  has 
been  taken  from  his  grave  by  perfons  unknown  :  The 
general,  and  the  friends  of  the  deeeafed,  are  defirous  of 
all  the  information  that  can  be  given  of  the  perpetrators 
of  this  abominable  crime,  that  he,  or  they,  may  be  made 
an  examp'e,  to  deter  others  from  committing  fo  wicked 
and  fhamefui  an  oSence. 

The  magazine  guard  in  the  resr  of  gen.  Sullivan's 
brigade  to  be  relieved  to  morrow  morning  by  the  bri- 
gade pofted  in,  and  near  Cambridge.  Head 
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Head  Quarters,  S'ptc  nber  id.  1775* 

Parole,  Portugal,  Countsrjign.    Quebec. 

G*j>tario  E  Ivrard  Croft*,  of  col.  G  i  iley's  raiment 
of  artillery;  tryed  vefterday  by  a  general  court  man  d, 
is  ;*cq  i'fted  of  that  patt  of  the  charge  againfl  him, 
Which  relates  to  defrauding  o*  his  men  ;  and  the  court 
ait:  alio  of  opinion,  that  no  part  of  the  charge  agamd 
the  prifoner  is  prove  i,  except  that  of  ufing  abufWe  ex- 
pre  (lions  to  major  Gridley  ;  which  being  a  breach  of 
the  49th  article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Maf* 
fachutetts  army.  Sentence  the  pnioner  to  receive  a 
fevere  reprimand  from  the  heut.  col.  ot  the  artillery,  in 
the  pretence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  and  that  he 
at  the  fame  time  afk  pardon  ot  nujor  Gridley,  lor  th» 
faid  abuGve  language. 

Lieut.  Raiiell  of  capt.  Symonds's  company  in  the 
aid,  regiment  o!  toot.  Tried  by  the  above  court  mar- 
tial, for  difobedience  of  orders,  is  unannnoufl/  acquitted 
by  the  court. 

The  general  confirm?  the  proceedings  and  fe.4ten.ee 
of  the  above  court  martial. 

Head  Quarters,  September  3d,  1775. 
Parole,  Roxbury,  Countersign,  ShneHady* 

Benjamin  Child,  (bldier  in  colonel  Glovers  regi- 
ment and  in  captain  Broughton's  company  trye  i  by  a 
general  court  martial,  upon  an  appeal  irom  a  regiaien- 

Vol.  h  U  u  u  tal 
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tal  co-art  martial.  The  court  were  unanimoufly  of  opi- 
nion the  proceedings  of  the  regimental  court  was  irre- 
gular, and  therefore  acquit  the  priioner. 

General  Washington  on  the  4th  of  September  re- 
ceived a  very  acceptable  remittance  of  ponder  about 
7<Xolb.  weight  from  Rhode-] (land.  Being  part  of 
what  has  been  brought  from  Africa,  A  fuccefsfu!  ma- 
nceuvre  was  prachfed  by  fome  Americans,  who  fent  out 
a  quantity  of  New. England  rum,  which  was  exchanged 
for  powder  &c«  They  were  fo  luccefsful  as  not  to  leave 
one  ounce  for  fale  in  any  of  the  Britilh  forts  on  the  Af- 
rican coaft. 


Head-Quarters,  September  4th,  1775. 
Parole,  Torriagton,  Countersign,    Urbanna. 

Head  Quarters,  5th  September  3775. 

Parole,  Waltham,  Countersign,  York- 

The  general  court  martial  whereof  col.  Experience 
Steers  was  preGdenc  is  duloived  ;  captain  Mofes  Hart, 
of  the  28th  regiment  of  foot,  iryed  by  the  above  menti- 
oned general  court  martial,  is  found  guilty  of  drawing 
tor  more  province  than  he  was  entitled  to,  and  for  un- 
jujUy  confining  and  abuOng  his  men  ;  he  is  unanimous- 
ly femenced  to   be    cafhiercd The   general  approves 

the  lenience,,  and    orders    ic   to    take   place    immedi- 
ately. 

A  detach- 
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A  detachment  confiding  of  two  lieutenant  colonels, 
two  majors,  ten  captains,  thirty  fubalterns,  thirty  fer- 
jeants,  thirty  corporals,  four  drummers,  two  lifers,  and 
fix  hundred  and  feventy  fix  privates,  to  parade  to  mor- 
row morning  at  11  o'clock  upon  the  common  in  Cam- 
bridge, to  go  upon  command  with  col.  Arnold  of  Con- 
necticut. One  company  of  Virginia  riflemen,  and  two 
companies  from  col.  Thornpfon's  Pennfylvania  regi- 
ment of  rifle  men,  to  parade  at  the  fame  time  and  placs 
to  join  the  above  detachment.  Tents  and  neceflfaries 
proper  and  convenient  for  the  whole,  will  be  (applied 
by  the  quarter  mailer    general   immediately    upon    the 

detachments  being  collected.' -As  it  is  imagined  the 

officers  and  men,  fent  from  the  regiments  b'Jih  here, 
and  at  Roxbury,  will  be  iich  volunteers  as  are  a&ive 
woodsmen,  and  well  ac<Juainfed]with  batteaus ; To  it  is 
recommended  that  none  but  iuch  will  offer  themfelves 
for  this  fervice.  Col.  Arnold  and  the  adjutant  general 
will  attend  upon  the  cbiiitnoii  in  Cambridge  to  morrow 
in  the  forenoon,  to  receive  and  parade  the  detachment. 
The  quarter  maflei  general  will  be  alfo  there  to  (apply 
tents  &c. 

The  colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  the  M  uTa- 
chuietts  regiments  who  have  delivered  in  their  pay  ab- 
£lrac~b  at  Head  yuarters,  are  immediately  to  apply  to 
the  general  for  his  warrant  upon  the  pay  mailer  general 
James  Warren,  Efq.  for  the  pay  tor  the  month  of  Aa. 
guit,  agreeable  to  tne  general  order  of  tbe  gift  or  la  it 
month.  As  great  complaints  have  heretofore  b^cn  made 
by  tae  men,  in  regard  to  their  pay,  the  general  expects 

the 
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theutmofl  exa&nefs  and  difpatchbe  xxade  ia  this  pay- 
ment 


Head-Quarters,  6th   September,  1775. 

Parole  Albany,  Countersign  Bolingbrcoke. 

Whereas  a  number  of  pretended  futler*  utferlv  d?fre- 
garding  the  good  of  the  femce,  G?l!  liquor  to  every  one 
indiscriminately  j  to  the  uf»er  fubve.fion  of  all  order  and 
good  government.  Tie  troops  bein  g  continually  de- 
bauched, which  caufes  thrm  to  neglect  the  r  duty,  and 
to  be  guilty  of  ad  thole  crimes  which  a  vicious  ill  ha* 
bit  naturally  produces.  To  prevent  fucb  evils  from 
fpre*ding  in  the  camp,  no  period  is  for  the  future 
to  pre  fume  to  fell  any  ftores  or  liquor,  to  the  troops, 
unlefs  he  be  firll  appointed  Cutler  to  fome  regiment,  by 
the  colonel  or  officer  commanding  the  fame  :  who  will 
immediately  punilli  inch  futler  for  any  tran  grefli  on  of  the 
rules,  and  ciders  he  is  directed  to  oblerve ;  and  if  any 
perfon  not  regularly  autnonzed  and  appointed,  (ball 
prefume  to  fell  liquor,  or  (lores  to  the  troops  in  the 
camp  ;  it  is  recommended  to  the  bugadiers  general  to 
iffue  an  order  for  (ecu ting  their  perfons  and  effects; 
the  delinquent  to  be  pun  lined  at  the  eifcretion  of  a  gen- 
eral court  mania!,  and  his  tffv.-£ts  to  be  applied  for  the 
lelrcihment  of  the  fatigue  men,  and  out  guards  belong- 
ing to  the  brigade.— *  This  order  is  not  meant  to  ex- 
tend to  thole  futlers  who  are  appointed  by  government, 
and  who  are  permitted  to  act  as  futtlers  to  the  regiment* 
for  which  they  were  appointed  ;  they  being    fubjeti   to 

all 
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all  *  rvs  and  nvnl.itions  •£  the  armv,  the  km  s  ai  if'  ap- 
by  the  colonds***  A*  the  reroo$eneffi  df  lome  of 
t  e  regiments  horn  bead  n/iarters  readers  it  ddic.dt  to 
feid  trrra  tons  to  the  u.fi;er4.  Tie  commander  i.jt 
I  requefts,  that  for  the  future t be. field  officer  of  the 
da     :  the  oiti  lis  o  vn  guar],  and  the    aJjJUCit    of 

;  >d\ ,  c  ><i!i  ler  therafelves  invited  to  dine  at  .ea<i 
q  ...ors.  aid  fhi*  general  invitation,  they  are  deiirad  to 
accent  accordingly. 


Head  Quarters,  jth  September,  1775. 

Parole  Cambi  idge,  Countersign  DjrchcJIer* 

Repeated  complaints  being  made  by  the  regimen* 
lal  fargeons  that  they  are  not  allowed  proper  neceifa* 
ries  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  before  they  become  fit  ob- 
jects for  the  general  hofpital. — And  the  director  gener- 
al of  the  hofpiral  compl -tins,  that  contrary  to  the  rata 
ef  every  eftabltlhed  army  :  thefe  regimental  hofpitals 
are  more  expeniive  than  can  be  conceived  ;  which  plain- 
ly indicates  that  there  is  either  an  unpardonable  abufe 
on  one  fide;  or  an  ine^c alible  nagleti  on  the  other; 
and  whereas  the  general  is  exceedingly  de (irons  &i 
having  the  ntmotl  care  taken  of  the  tick  (wherever  plac- 
ed, and  in  every  §&gz  of  their  diforder,)  b\tf  at :  the  fame 
time  is  determined,  not  to  fiufer  any  impofition  upon 
the  public.  He  requires,  and  orders,  thai  the  briga  iters 
general  with  the  commanding  oiRcers  of  each  regiment 
in  the  brigade,  do  ia  as  a  court  ot  inquiry  into  the  cau- 
fes  of  thefe  complaints,  and  that  they  fumoaon    the   di. 

rector 
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rector  general  of  the  hofpital,  and  their  feveral  regimen- 
tal furgeons  before  them,  and  have  the  whole  matter 
fully  investigated  and  reported :  — —This  enquiry  to 
begin  on  the  left  of  the  line  to  morrow  at  the  hour  of 
ten  in  general  SuUivan's  brigade.       ( 

When  a  foldier  is  fo  lick,  that  it  is  no  longer  fafe, 
or  proper  for  him  to  remain  in  camp.  He  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  general  hofpital  ;  there  is  no  need  of  regi- 
mental hofpitals  without  the  camp,  when  there  is  a  gen- 
eral hofpiul  fo  near,  and  fo  well  appointed. 

CoL  Thompfon's  regiment  of  rifle  men,  to  be  rauf- 
tered  to  morrow  morning  at  feven  o'clock  ;  general 
Greene's  brigade  to  be  muilered  Saturday  morning  at 
the  fame  hour.  Thefe  corps  are  to  be  one  day  offduty 
previous  to  their  being  muilered. 


To  John  Hancock,  Efquirc,  President  of  Gongrefi. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  7 th,  1775. 

SIR, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  z&drefiing  you  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  application  from  the  commiflary  general, 
who  is  by  my  direction,  taking  all  proper  precautions 
on  the  approach  of  winter,  I  deSred  him  to  commit 
to  writing  fuch  propofals  as  his  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  the  country  might  entitle  him  to  make ;  which 
he  has  done  in  the  paper  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
inclofe.  The  difficulty  of  procuring  afufficient  quan- 
tity of  fait,  which  I  ofejetfed  to  lnm,he  has  fully  obvi- 
ated 
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ated,  by  alluring  me  that  there  is  fo  much  now  actual- 
ly in  (lore,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns,  as  will 
remove  all  poflibility  of  a  difappointment. 

I  propofe  to  do  myt'elf  the  honour  of  writing,  in  a 
lew  days,  fully  and  particularly  on  feveral  heads,  to 
which  I  mull  now  refer.  In  the  mean  ti-ne  I  have  on- 
ly to  inform  the  hon  .  urable  Congrefs,  that  [  have  re- 
ceived a  fmall  fupply  or  feven  thou  fa  bd  pounds  of  pow- 
der this  week  trom  Rhode* -Iiland,  and  in  a  few  days  ex- 
pect feven  tons  of  lead,  and  hVe  hundred  ft  in  J  of  arms, 
a  part  of  the  fame  importation  ;  and  to  reqtieft  that 
more  money  may  be  torwarded  with  all  expedition,  the 
military  chell;  being  nearly  exhaufled. 

I  am  with  the  greateft  refpe&,  Sec. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


Head-Ouarters/8^  September,  1775, 
Parole,  Edcnton,  Countersign  Falkland. 

Captain  Perry,  of  colonel  Walker's  regiment  tryed 
at  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  colonel  Alden,  was 
prefident  ;  foi  permiuing  perfons  to  pafs  the  lines  ot 
Bollon  neck,  is  bund  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his 
charge;  but  from  alleviating  circurnilances,  is  fentenc- 
ed  only  to  be  feverely  reprimanded  at  the  head  ot  his 
regiment.  The  general  approves  the  ientence,  and  or- 
ders it  to  be  put  in  execution  accordingly. 

The  detachment  going  under  tne  command  of  col. 
Arnold,  to  be  forthwith  taken  off  the  roll  of  duty,  and  to 

maicji 


f4i  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE     a.d.  i775% 

march  this  evening  to  Cambridge  common,  where  tents 
and  every  thing  neceffary  is  prodded  for  their  recep- 
tion.— The  riflfc  company  at  Roxbury,  and  thofe  fro^n 
Fro.pect  hill,  to  march  euly  to  marrow  morning  to  joia 

the  above  detach  npafc, Such  officers  and  men,  as  are 

taktn  from  general  Greece's  jbriaade.fQr  the  above  de- 
tachment, are  to  attend  I he  mailer  of  their  refpeclive 
raiments  to  monovv  morning  at  feven  o'clock,  u^on 
Profpe6l  hill  ;  when  the  mutter  is  finimed  they  art 
fojthwuh  to  rejoin  the  detachment  at  Cambridge. 

Head  Quarters,  September  ctht  1775; 

Parole  Geneva,  Countersign,  Harford, 

The  major  generd  commanding  the  diiGon  of  the 
army  polled  be  ween  Profpeci  hiii,  and  Cambri  Jge  ri- 
ver, is  to  be  very  exact  in  obliging,  the  colonels,  and 
field  officers,  to  lay  in  theincampment  of  their  refpec- 
tive  regiments,  and  particuiaily  the  colonel  and  lieut# 
colonel  of  the  30th  regiment. 

Head  Quarters,  10th  September  fjj^i 

Parole  Indnjtan,  Countersign  Kendall. 

A  moft  violent  ftorm  happened  on  the  11th  Sent,' 
duiin^the  hfhmg  ieafon  ItWdS  conGieredby  man\'  of 
the  mote  devout  and  ferious  pan  of  the  people,  b.th  of 
England  and  Am  rua,  a  providential  retaliation  of  the 
Supreme  Ruler  on  luch  as  had  deprived  the  Ameri- 
can* 
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can?  &y  a  parliamentary  act  of  that  fufteaance.     Tba 
te.pe(l  was  of  a  particular  kind  ;  it  difcharged  itfelf  oa 
je  coalts  of  Newfoundland.     The  tea  almoft  iaftaatly 
rofe  near  upon  thirty  feet.  Above  feven  huadred  boats, 
with  all  their  people  were  entirely  loft  ;  and  eleven  (hips 
with  mo(t  of  their  crt-ws  perilhed.     At  ilavre-de-Graca 
no  lefs  than  three  hundred   boats    were  Loft.     On  the 
land  the  deft  ruction  was  nearly  fimilar;  the  (h>res  pre- 
fented  a  difmal  fpectacle,  rhe  waters  broke    in    beyond 
their  ufual  bounds,  and  occasioned  much  d^ftrucuon. 
The  Britilh  mini  ft ry  to  fapply  their  army  at  Button 
with  frefh  provilions  &c.  went  into  great expences.  Five 
thoufand  oxen,  and  fourteen  thoufandof  the  large  ft  and 
fatteft  fheep,  befide  a  great  number  of  hogs,  were  bought 
with  intention  of  fending  them  alive.  Incredible  quanti- 
ties of  ali  kinds  ot  vegetables  were  purchafed.Two  brew- 
ers fuppliedthem  with  ten  thoufand  butts  of  ftrong  beer. 
The  vegetables,  calks  and  vinegar  alone  amounted  near- 
ly to  twenty  two  thoufand  pounds;  and  the  hay,  oats 
and  beans,  for  the  finale  regiment  of  light   cavalry    a- 
mounted  to  near  the  fame.     The  year  was  far  fpent  be- 
fore the  tranfports  were  ready  to  fail,  by  contrary  winds 
they  were  detained  oa  the  coails,  and  tofTed   about  by 
tempeits,  until  the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes  of 
fheep,  and  hogs,  peridied,  fo  that  the  channel  was  eve- 
ry where  (hewed  A?ith  their  floating  carcafles.     By  ex* 
celTive  fe*  mentation  a  large  pare  .of  the  vegetables   were 
deilroyed. 


Vol.  I.  Www  Head 
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Head  Quarters,  nth  September  1775. 

Parole  Lancajter,  Countersign  Middlelon, 

Colonel  Ebenezer  Bridge,  of  the  27th  regiment  of 
foot,  in  the  ferviec  of  the  united  colonies,  tryed  at  a  gen- 
eral court  mai  rial,  Whereof  brigadier  general  Greene, 
was  prefident,  formiflbehaviourand  negleci  of  duty  in 
the  action  at  Bunkers  hill  on  the  17th  Junelatt.  Trie 
court  are  of  opinion,  that  indifpofition  of  body  render- 
ed the  prifoner  incapable  of  action,  and  do  therefore  ac 
quit  him, 

Enfign  Mofes  How,  of  col.  David  Brewer's  regi* 
ment  tryed  by  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  col.  Alt 
den  was  preGdent,  for  contempt  of  the  fervice.  The 
court  alter  due  examination  of  the  evidence  acquit  the 
pnfoner. 

Enfign  Levi  Bowen,  of  the  faid  regiment,  and  tried 
by  the  fame  general  court  martial,  for  abfconding  from 
his  regiment  without  leave  ;  the  court  find  the  pnfoner 
guilty  or  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  do  therefore 
lentence  him  to  be  cafhiered. 

General  Heath's  brigade  to  be  muttered  upon 
Thurlday  morning  next  at  feven  o'clock,  and  colonel 
Fry's  brigade,  upon  Saturday  morning,  at  the  fame 
hour. 

Colonel  Thompfon'sbattallion  of  rifle  men  potted 
upon  Prolpect  hill,  to  take  their  ihare  of  ail  duty  of 
guard  and  fatigue  with  the  brigade  they  incamp  with.  A 
general  court  martial  to  fit  as  loon  as  poilibie,  to  try  the 
men  ot  that  regimen;  who  are  now  priioners  in  the  main 

guard* 
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jind  at  ProfpeS  hiP,  and  accufed  of  mutiny.  The 
fle*ien  polled  at  Roxbury,  and  towards  Letchmore's 
4At  are  to  do  duty  with  the  brigade   they  are  potted 

f  (h. The  genera]  court  martial  to  meet  to  morrow 

morni'  gat  feven  o'clock,  toconfiit  or  three  fi-ld  officers 
and  ten  captains. 


Head»Qu  art£Rs,  12th  September,  1775. 
Parole,  Newbury,  Countersign,  Ogdon, 

Head-Quarters,  t^th  September,  1775. 
Parole,  Pambroke,  Counter -ftgn,  Quebec. 

The  thirty  three  rifle  men  of  colonel  Thorn plon's 
battalion.  Tryed  yellerday  by  a  general  court  martial, 
whereof  colonel  Nixon  was  prefident,  for  difobedient 
and  mutinous  behaviour,  are  each  of  them  fentenced 
to  pay  the  fum  of  twenty  (hillings,  except  John  Lea- 
mon,  who  over  and  above  his  fine,  is  to  furfur  (ix  days 
imprifonmenf  '  The  paymaflei  of  the  regiment,  to  flop 
the  fine  from  each  man,  out  of  their  next  month's  pay 
which' mud  be  paid  to  Dr.  Church,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
general  hoipital. 

The  prefident  and  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
continental  Congrefs,  met  on  tne  5th  SeptemDsr.  A- 
greeable  to  adjournment,  but  there  not  being  fufEcient 
to  enter  upon  bufinefs ;  they  adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  We'dhefday  the  13th.  The  province  of  Georgia 
having  appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  that  colony   in 

Congrefs 
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©ongrefs,  and  three  of  the  delegates  attending  the!*, 
dentials  ivere  produced,  read,  and  approved,  and   art, 
follows: 


GEORGIA. 

The  alarming  and  critical  Gtuation  of  affairs  upon 
the  continent  of  America,  having  at  length  roufed  the 
attention  of  this  province,  and  rhe  feveral  inhabitants 
thereof  being  defirous  of  uniting  wuh  their  lifter  colo- 
nies in  the  great  and  important  caufe,  a  general  election 
was  held  throughout  the  province  for  delegates  to  fit  in 
provincial  Congrefs ;  and  the  laid  delegates  having  fo 
met  in  Savannah  on  the  fourth  day  oi  July,  proceeded 
upon  the  confederation  of  iuch  buiinefs  as  appeared  to 
be  fit  and  necelTary  ;  and  among  other  things  they  made 
choice  of  five  delegates  to  represent  this  province  in  the 
grand  continental  Congrefs,  now  fitting  in  Philadel- 
phia, viz.  Archibald  Bullock,  Eiq.  John  HouJIon,  Efq. 
the  reverend  Dr.  Zubk,  Noble  Wtmberly  Jones,  JEfq. 
apd  Lyman  Boil,  Efq.  Now  therefore  be  it  known, 
and  we  the  feveral  delegates  ?cr  the  different  panfhes 
ai:d  diihicls  in  this  province,  in  provincial  Congrefs 
cLtn  bled,  to  hereby  declare  the  laid  Archibald  Mullock, 
m.o  jchn  Rcufion,  Eiqrs.  the  reverend  Dr>Zublyt  Noble 
V, ,l7,  Uuy  jlius,  zro  lymanBqlj,  Eiors.  duty  and  fairly 
eieccr,  as  tl  -c  delegates  for  this  province;  and  we  do 
authcriie  iiro  rtquire  the  laid  Archibald  Bullock,  and 
John  Hcvjicn,  Eiqrs.  the  reverend  Dr«  Zubfy,  Noble 
fVwbtrty  jLX(s,zzxa  i)man£all>E.i<p$.  or  any  three 

of 
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*  .       mmediately  to  repair  to  the  faid  city  of    Phila* 

1  1   *%  and  there  to  take  their  feats  as    the    repreienta- 

--  y  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  in  the  general  Congrefs 

av  fitting,  to  do,  tranfacV,  join,  and    concur  vvith   the 

federal  deh  gates  from  the  other  colonies   and   provinces 

apon  this  continent,  in  all   fuch    matters  ani  things  as 

(hall  appear  eligible  and  fit,  at  this   alarming  time,    for 

the  prefervaciori  and  defence  of  our  rights  and  liberties, 

and  for  the  restoration  of  harmony  upon   conftitutional 

principles,  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

And  we  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Archibald  BuL 
1:cI}.\t\\  John  Houflon,  Efqrs.  the  reverend  Dr.  Zub- 
ley,  Noble  Wimberly  Jones,  and  Lyman  Hall,  Efqrs.  or 
any  three  of  them,  in  whole  fidelity,  honour,  and  abili- 
ty, we  very  much  confide,  oar  full  and  whole  power,  ia 
thepremifes  ;  and  do  promife  and  engage  in  behalf  of 
ourfelves  and  our  cnnUi'uents  refpsc&iveiy,  (the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  province  of  Georgia}  under  the  facred  ties 
of  virtue,  honour  and  love  of  oar  country,  to  abide  by, 
enforce,  and  carry  into  execution,  or  endeavour  at  the 
rffque  and  ex  peace  of  life  and  property  fo  to  do,  all 
and  wliatfoever  our  faid  delegates  or  any  three  of  then, 
in  concurrence  with  the  re  11  of  the  delegates  from  the 
feveral  colonies  and  provinces  upon  this  continent,  (halt 
refolve  and  a^ree  upon,  or,  (hall  be  agreed  and  refolved 
upon  by  the  faid  Congrefs  now  fitting  in  Philadelphia 
aforefaid,  while  our  faid  delegates  or  any  three  of  them 
fhall  be  fo  fitting. 

Signed  in  provincial  Congrefs  this  fifteenth  day  of 
July  1775.     B}r  53  members* 

The 
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t>o  1775. 

The  Delegates  from  Virginia  appointed  by  a  Convey 
of that  Colony,  at  Richmond,  Augufl  wih   1775,   Py 
duced  their  Credentials,  which  were  read  and  approv- 
ed^ as  fellows : 

VIRGINIA. 

In  Convention,  Augufl  nth,   1775. 

The  convention  being'aboui  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  depuies  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs, 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Efq.  expreifed  his  mod  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements ior  the  honour  done  him  in  two  for- 
mer appointments  to  that  important  truft,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  the  declining  (late  of  his  health,  entreated  to 
be  excufed  from  the  prefent  nomination,  which  excafe 
being  accepted. 

Resolved  unanimovjly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  con- 
vention  are  jaflly  due  to  George  WaJJiington,  Patrick 
Henry,  and  Edmund  Pendleton,  Efqrs.  three  of  the  wor- 
thy deputies,  who  reprefenled  uns  colony  in  the  late 
Continental  Congvefs,  for  their  faithful  difcharge  of  that 
important  truft  ana  tins  body  are  only  induced  to  dif- 
penfe  with  their  future  fervices  of  the  like  nature,  by  the 
appointment  ot  the  two  tormer  to  other  offices  in  the 
public  fervice,  incompatible  with  their  attendance  oa 
this,  and  the  infirm  ftace  of  health  of  the  latter. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment 
of  deputies  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefr 
tor  one  year,  and  the  members,  having  prepared  tickets 

wiih 
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•i  the  names  of  the  deputies  to  be  appointed,  and 
ra  the  fame  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr,  Rjbert  Carter  Ni* 
cholas%  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Pendleton  and  Mr,  Adams,  were 
appointed  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  report  upon 
whom  the  majority  fell,  who  retire  J,  and  after  lone 
time  returned  into  convention  and  reported  that  tney 
had  according  to  order  examined  the  ballot  box,  and 
that  rhe  numbers  appeared  as  follows : 

For  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Efq.  89 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Efq.  88 

Thomas  Jefftrfon,  Efq.  85 

Benjamin  Harrijun,  Efq.  83 

Thomas  N elf  on,  Efq.  66 

Richard  Bland  Efq.  6t 

George  Wythe,  Efq.  58 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Peyton  Randolph,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  Jhomas  Jefferfin,  Benjamin  Harrifm,  Tho* 
mas  Ndfon,  Richard  Bland,  and  George  Wythe,  Efqrs. 
be  appointed  deputies  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  gen- 
eral Congrefs  for  one  year,  and  that  tfiey  have  power 
to  meet  and  to  adjourn  for  fucli  time  and  to  fuch  place 
or  places  as  may  be  thought  moll  proper. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  deputies  or  any  four  of 
them  be  a  fufficient  number  to  repieient  this    colony. 


Saturday,  Augujl  12th,  1775* 

Richard  Bland,  Efq.  returned  this  convention  his 
xnoft  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  great  honour 
they  had  pleafed  a  third    time    to  confer  on   him,    by 
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appointing  him  one  of  the  deputies  to  reprefent  t- 
colony  in  general  Congrefs,  and  faid  this  frefh  infiano. 
of  their  approbation  was  fufrlcient  for  an  old  man,  al- 
moft  deprived  of  iight,  whofe  grcateft  ambition  had  ev- 
er been  to  receive  the  plaudit  of  his  country,  whenever 
he  mould  retire  from  the  public  ft  age  of  life  :  that  the 
honourable  testimony  he  lately  received  of  this  approba- 
tion joined  with  his  prefent  appointment,  (houid  ever 
animate  him,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  fuppoit  the  glo-' 
rious  caufe  in  which  America  is  now  engaged,  but  that 
his  advanced  age  rendered  him  incapable  of  taking  an 
active  part  in  thofe  weighty  and  important  concerns, 
which  miift neceffarily  be  agitated  in  the  great  council 
oi  the  united  colonies  ;  and  therefore  begging  leave  to 
decline  the  honour  they  had  been  pieafed  to  confer  on 
him,  and  defiling  that  fame  perfon  more  6t  and  able 
might  fupply  his  place. 

Resolved  unanimoufiy,  That  the  thanks  of  this  con* 
vention  are  juftly  due  to  the  laid  Richard  Bland,  Efq. 
one  of  the  worthy  deputies  who  reprefented  this  colony 
in  the  laic  Continental  Congrefs,  for  his  faithful  d-.t- 
charge  of  that  important  trull,  and  this  body  are  only 
induced  todifpenfe  wish  his  future  fervices  of  the  like 
naruitj  on  account  oi  his  advanced  age. 

Tucfday,  Avgujt  i&th,  1775. 

The  convention  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  general  Congrefs,  in 
the  room  oi  Hichari  Bland,  Efq.  who  hath  refigned, 
and  the  membeis  having  piepared  tickets  with  the  name 

oi 


A 
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£j  ,e  deputy  to  be  appointed,   a  committee   was  ap- 
p,n'ed  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  report  on  whom 
ne  majority  fell,  who  retired,  and   after  fome    time   re- 
ported, that  the  numbers  flood  as  follows  : 

Francis  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efj»  37 

Carter  Braxton,  Efq,  36 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Francis  *  Lightfoot  Lee,  Efq. 
be  appointed  a  deputy  to  reprefent  this  colony  in  gener- 
al Congrefs. 


Signed, 


JOHN  TAZEWELL, 

Clerk  of  the  Convention* 


the  delegates  from  Maryland  alfo  produced  the 
credentials  of  their  appointment,  which  were  read  and 
approved  as  follows 

At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates    appointed  by  the  fe* 
veral  counties  of  the  province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city 
of  Annapolis,  on  Wednefday  the  26th  of    July   ijj<- 
and  continued  till  the  14th  day  of  Auguft  in   the    fame 
year, 

Refolved,  That  the  hon.  Matthew  Tilghman,  Efq. 
and  Thomas  John/on,  }\mtR$bert  Goldsborough,  William 
Paca,  Samiel  Chafe,  Thomas  Stone,  and  John  Hall% 
Efqrs*  or  any  three  or  more  of  hem  be  deputies  to  re- 
prefent this  province  in  Continental  Congrefs,  and  that 
they  or  any  three  or  more  of  them  have  full  and  ample 
power  to  confent  and  agree  to  all  meafures,  which  fuch 
Vol.  1,  Xxx  Gongreff 
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Congrefs  {hall  deem  necefTary  and  effe&ual  to  obta,  a 
redrefs  of  American  grievances  ;  and  further  we  do  a,4 
thorife  our  faid  deputies  to   reprefent  and  a&  for   thu 
province  in  any  Continental  Congrefs,   which  may   bt 
held  before  the  25th  day  of  March  next. 

Signed, 

G.  DEWALL,  Clerk. 


The  Congrefs  being  informed  that  only  172,520 
dollars  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  pay-mafter  general 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  MaJJachufetts  Bay,  and 
that  the  general  was  under  great  difficulty  for  want 
of  money.— Ordered,  that  the  delegates  for  Pennfylva. 
xiia  do  immediately,  fend,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  the 
pay  matter  general  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  in  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  Bay,  the  fum  of  527,480  dollars,  which  with 
that  fent,  will  make  up  the  turn  of  700,000  dolls,  voted 
at  the  lafl  lemon. 

Information  being  given  to  Congrefs  that  Dr. 
Franklin  had  on  board  the  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  Capt. 
N.  falconer  from  London,  fundry  cafes  containing  hit 
books,  papers  and  houfhold  furniture,  which  were  in 
his  ufe  when  he  lived  in  London,  and  which  were  im» 
ported  for  his  own  ufe  and  not  for  fale,  and  it  being  fu,b« 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Congrefs,  whether 
fuch  importation  is  comprehended  within  the  firit  ar- 
[  tide  of  avljciation, 

Refolved,  That  fuch  importation  is   not  to  be  com- 
prehended witiim  the  meaning  o\  the   l^id    firft   article 

of 
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f  ^affociation,  and  that  the  faid  books,  papers  and 
€  Jure  may  be  landed  and  delivered  to  the  owner. 


Head  Qu art iks, September  14^,1775. 

Parole,  Roxborough,  Countersign,  Salem. 

In  obedience  to  the  general  order  of  the  7th  inftant, 
the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Church,  the  direct- 
or general  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  refpeftive  regimental 
furgeons,  has  been  held  in  general  Sullivan's  brigade. 
That  being  fini(hed,the  general  orders  the  like  to  be  held 
forthwith  in  general  Greene's  brigade. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the   14th  September 
Refolved,  That  Edward    Fleming.   Efq.  be  appointed 
deputy  adjutant  general  for  the  army  in  the  New  York 
or  northern  department,  with  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  and 
that  the  prelident  make  out  a  commiflion    for  him    ac- 
cordingly and  forward  the  fame  by    the    firft  opportu- 
nity,——"Refolved,  That  Samuel  Stringer,  Efq.  be  ap- 
pointed director  of  the  hofpital,  and  chief  phyiiciaa  and 
furgeon,  for  the  army  in  the  northern   department,  that 
his  pay  be  four   dollars   per  day,       ■■  Refolved,    That 
col.Lewis  Morris,  who  is  now  at  Pittsburgh  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  to  ad  as  a  commiilioner  for  Indi- 
an affairs  in  the  middle  department  at   the  treaty  pro- 
posed to  be  held  there  on  the  23d,  inftant,  Dr.    Frank- 
lin the    (landing  comrmlioner  not   being  able  to  at- 
tend, 

A  letter 
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A  letter  from  J.  Reade,  Efq.  Secretary  to  gei,al 
Wafhington,  among  other  things    intimating  the  de^ 
•  of  tbe  general ;  that  the  doathing  lately  intercepted  b^ 
the  committee  of  Philadelphia  mould  be  forwarded    to 
the  camp  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  army,  was  read? 

Ordered,  that  the  above  cloathing  be  immediately 
forwarded  under  a  proper  guard,  by  the  delegates  of 
Pennfylania  to  general  WaQiington  for  the  ufe  of  the 
American  army. 

Ordered,  That  the  delegates  for  Pennfylvania  pre- 
pare and  lay  before  the  Congrefs  to  morrow  an  account 
of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  united  colonies  received 
and  how  it  is  di/pofed  of,  alfo  an  account  of  all  the 
powde"  now  in  this  city, 

Refvlved,  That  the  deputy  comrriffary  general  be 
direcled  to  pay  Dr.  Stringer  for  the  medicines  he  has 
pui chafed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  and  that  he  purchafe 
and  forward  fuch  other  medicines  as  general  Schuyler 
fhall,  by  bis  warrant  direct,  for  the  ufe  of  faid  army. 

That  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  J.  A- 
dams,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  be  a  committee  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  fuppfying  the  continental  army  with  me- 
dicines* 

The  delegates  tcr  Pennfylvania  appointed  at  the 
laft  feflfon  a  ccrr>mittee  to  fettle  and  pay  the  expences 
incuned  for  fSifing  and  arming  the  rifle  companies,  as 
well  as  thole  irevrred  in  consequence  of  a  refolve  for 
raitr.o  a  company  of  lluifars,  and  for  txprefles,  &c.  in- 
fenred  the  Ccngitls,  that  en  account  oi  lundry  difficul- 
ties they  fa£d  i*ot  executed  that  ieivice,  and  deiired   that 

fome 
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r  .  members  from  other  colonies,   where   debts   have* 
*»n  contra£led,  may  be  added  ;  whereupon, 

Rcfdved„That  Mr..  Chafe,  Mr.  Nalfon,  Mr.  Crane, 
Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Deane,  he  added  co  the  delegates  for 

aCylvanio,  and  that  apy  five  oi  them  he  a  quorum, 
to  fettle  and  pay  ti;Q  above  accounts,  and  make  report 
of  their  proceedings  to  Congrefe. 

The  dele -ates  from,  the  colony  of  Georgia,  informed 
the  Con^reft,  that  agreeable  to  an  o*der  trovn  their  con* 
flituents,  they  bud  fa  miry  pape  s  from  that  colony  to 
lav  before  the  Congrek. — The  papers  being  produced 
were  rea*U 

The  commiilioners  foi  Indian  affairs  in  the  noich* 
em  department  havirg  tranfmitted  to  the  Congrels  tae 
minutes  of  a  treaty  held  with  the  fix  nations  at  Albany 
in  Auguft,  the  fame  were  read. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  15th  September, 
Refolvtd,  That  Dr.  Thomas  Walker  bs  appointed  a 
comrmiTioner  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  middle  depart- 
ment, in  the  room  of  P.  Henry,  Efq.  who  has  declined 
that  ferviee. 

The  delegates  from  Georgia  informed  the  Congrefs, 
that  when  the  convention  of  that  colony  agreed  to  enter 
into  the  continental  affociation  they  refolved,  among 
other  things,  !i  that  i{  any  veffel  arrived  from  Great 
Britain,  between  the  (ixth  day  of  July  and  the  fixth  of 
Auguft,  the  goods  imported  fhould  at  the  option  of  the 
importer  either  be  refhipped,  or  put  into  ftore  and  there 
remain,  until  the  Congrefs  determined  what  fhould  be 
done  with  them.  1  hat  during  that  time  two  Vellels 
Jiad  ai  rived  with  goods,  which  were  ilored  they  there- 
fore 


$5*  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE   a.d.  . 

fore  defired  the  determination  of  the    Congrefs  on  tL 
matter. 

Congrefs,    after    fome   debate   thereon Refolvsd, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  convention  of  Georgia 
to  caufe  the  cargoes,  which  have  arrived  there  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  between  the  fixth  day  of  July 
and  the  fixth  day  of  Auguft,  at  the  election  of  the  pro- 
prieton,  either  to  be  fent  back  or  fold  at  public  au&U 
on  ;  that  oat  of  the  monies  arifing  from  fuch  fales  the 
proprietors  or  fhippers,  be  paid  the  prime  coft  of  faid 
cargoes  and  all  charges  attending  the  fame,  and  that  the 
overplus  be  retained  by  the  faid  convention  and  by 
them  applied  toward  putting  their  province  into  a  pof- 
ture  olde  ence. 


Head  Quarters,  15th  Septcmicr  1775. 

Parch,  Pitt/burgh,  Countersign,  Uljler. 

Colonel  John  Mansfield  of  the  19th  regiment  of 
foot,  tryed  at  a  general  court  martial,  whereof  brigadier 
general  Greene  was  preiident,  for  remifsnefs  and  back- 
wardnefs  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  at  the  late  en* 
gagement  on  Bunker's  hill.  The  court  found  the  pri- 
foner  guilty  of  the  charge,  and  of  a  breach  of  the  49th 
article  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Maffachufetts 
army,  and  therefore  fentence  him  to  be  cafhiered ;  and 

rendered  unfit  to  ferve  in  the  continental  army. The 

general  approves  the  fentence  and  directs  it  to  take  place 
immediately. 

Mofes 
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Mofes  Picket,  foldier  in  capt.  Merit's  company,  in 
jol.  Glover's  regiment  tryed  at  a  general  court  martial, 
for  di (obedience  of  orders  and  damning  his  officers,  is 
found  guilty  and  fentenced  to  receive  30  lafhes  upon 
his  back  and  afterwards  drummed  out  of  the  regiment. 
The  general  orders  the  punifhment  to  be  inflicted  atths 
head  of  the  regiment  tomorrow  morning  at  troop  beat- 
ing. 

As  col.  Fry's  brigade  is  to  be  muttered  to  morrow 
morning.  Gen.  Heath's  brigade  will  furnifli  the  ^uardi 
in  and  about  Cambridge  for  to  morrow* 

Head-Quarters,  i&hSeptemher,  1775. 
Parole,  Wilmington,  Countersign  York. 

James  Finley,  fergeant  in  captain  Price's  company 
of  riflemen.  Tryed  by  a  general  court  martial  for  ex- 
preffing  bimfelf  difrefpe&iully  of  the  continental  a flbci- 
ation,  and  drinking  general  Gage's  health. — The  court 
fentence  the  priloner  to  be  deprived  of  his  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements ;  put  in  ahorfe  cart  with  a  rope  round  his 
neck,  and  drummed  out  of  the  army,  and  rendered  for 
ever  incapable  of  ferving  in  the  continental  army, 

John  Cotton  in  col.  Cotton's  legiment  tryed  by  the 
fame  general  court  martial,  for  defrauding  the  regiment 
of  part  of  their  allowance  of  provifions.  The  court 
fentence  the  prifoner  to  refund  and  pay  back  fourteen 
pounds,  fix  (hillings  and  four  pence,  to  faid  regiment 
[  and  be  difqualified  to  ferve  in  faid  regiment  as  quarter 
Dialler  ferjeant  for  the  future, 

Septenu 


\ 
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September  i$th.— The delegates  from   New  Ham^ 
ftiire  attended  in  Congrefs  and  produced  their  creden- 
tials, which  were  read  and  approved,  and    are  as  foU 
lows :  > 

Colony  oj  New  HampJJiire in  Cor, gnfs  at   Exeter,  Au* 
gufiigd,  illS. 

Voted,  That  col.  Jofiah  Bartlet  be  appointed  in  tiia 
room  and  Head  of  John  Sullivan,  Efq.  now  engaged  in 
tliearmy,  incdnjun&ion  with  capt.  John  L'angion,  to 
reprefent  this  colony  in  the  Congrefs  of  the  united  co- 
lonies at  Philadelphia,  and  that  either  of  them,  in  the 
abfence  of  the  other,  have  full  power  to  reprefent  this 
colony  at  faid  Congfefs. 

'Signed,       MATHEW  THORNTON,  PrefdenL 

A  True  Copy  from  the  Journal, 


jfatft,  E.  THOMSON,  Secretary. 

Head  Quarters,  September  vjth,  1775; 
Parole  nd over,  Countersign,  Sever ky. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  John  Murray  is  appointed 
chaplain  to  the  Rhode  Ifland  regiments,  and  is  to  be 
refpe&ed  as  iuch. 

Col.  Prefcot,  being  taken  (ick,  lieutenant  col.  Jo- 
honnet  of  the  21  R regiment  is  to  go  iortnwith  to  Sew- 
ell's  point,  to  take  the  command  01  that  poll. 

Head 
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Head  Ou  autsrs,  xStk  September,  1775. 
Parole,  Brunswick,  Counter/tgn,  Cambridge, 

The  i  lqtliry  int"»  thecondu:}  of  Dr.  Church,  direc- 
tor general  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  refpeciive  regtraeh- 
tal  furgeons,  to  be  hoid  to  morrow  in  general  Heaths 
bri^ale. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  18th  September, 
Refolved,  Tint  a  fecret  com  mittee  be  appointed  to  con- 
tract foi  the  importation  and  delivery  of  any  quantity 
of  gu  Ur,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  tons.— That 

in  cafe  fuch  a  quantity  of  gun  powder  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, to  oitrafl  for  the  importation  of  To  much  falt- 
peire  with  a  proportionable  quantity  of  fulphur,  as  with 
the  powder  procured  will  make  five  hundred  tons  — 
That  the  faid  c^nnktee  be  empowered  to  contraft  for 
the  importation  of  forty  brifo  Soli  pieces,  iix  pounders, 
for  10,000  fland  of  arms,  and  20,020  good  plain  doable 

bridle    rnufket  locks. -That    the  faid  committee  be 

empowered  to  draw  on  the  trea  Carers  to  anfwer  the  faid 
contia.^s.— -That  the  faid  committee  confiil  of  nine 
members,  any  five  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum, 

Head-Qu arters,  iyth  September,  1775. 
Parole,  Danvers9  Countersign,    EJex, 


Vol.  I.  Yyy  Head 
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Head  Quarters,  20th  September  1775. 
Parole  Falmouth,  Countersign  Gloucejler. 

As  the  commiffions  are  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
the  officers  ferving  in  the  army  of  the  united  colonies 
The  general  recommends  it  to  them  to  apply  (as  foon  as 
is  convenient)  to  him  at  head  quarters  for  the  fame.  No 
perfon  is  to  prefume  to  demand  a  continental  commif- 
fion,  who  is  not  in  actual  pofledion  of  the  like  commif- 
fion3  from  the  proper  authority  of  the  colony  he  is  at 
prefent  engaged  to  ferve,  which  mud  be  produced,  at 
the  time  application  is  made  for  a  continental  commif- 
(ion ;  if  from  unavoidable  circumftances,  any  gentle- 
man has  ferved  from  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  in 
the  rank  of  a  commiflioned  officer,  and  has  not  yet  receiv- 
ed a  commiflion  being  jufily  entitled  thereto;  fuch  offi- 
cers pretenhons  will  be  duly  weighed,  and  confidered, 
and  upon  fufficient  proof  of  thejuftice  of  his  claim,  a 
commiffijn  will  lifue  accordingly  :  The  general  expects 
that  every  officer  delivers  his  prefent  commiflion  or  claim, 
to  a  commiflion,  to  his  colonel,  or  officer  commanding 
the  regiment  and  each  colonel,  or  officer  commanding  a 
regiment  is  forthwith  to  apply  to  the  general  for  the  com- 
nnliions  for  the  officers  ci  his  refpective  regiment.  The 
colonel  ot  the  ill,  2d,  and  3d,  regiments  to  apply  to 
morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock  and  io  on|day,  by  day, 
until  the  whole  are  iupplied,  three  regiments  each  day. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  20th  September, 
Refolved,  That  Mr.  Gridiey,  have  a  commiflion  as  colo- 
nel ot  the  artillery.     On  the    2:  ft,  September,  they  re- 

folved 
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Jofoed,  that  general  Wafhington,  be  ordered  to  iffue 
commiflions  to  majors  Box,  Scamrnel  and  Brewer,  as 
brigade  majors. 


Head-Quarters,  September  21ft,  1775. 

Parole  Hanover,  Countersign  Ipfwick, 

Whereas  frequent  applications  are  making  to  the 
general,  commander  in  chief,  by  officers  of  all  ranks 
and  denominations,  for  an  allowance  of  rations  of  pro- 
visions, which  are  not  only  abfolutely  neceflfary,  but  u- 
fually  and  cuftomarily  allowed  to  them  ,•  the  general 
has  thought  proper  to  order,  and  direft,  from  the  firit 
day  of  July  laft,  there  be  iiTued  by  the  commuTary  gen- 
eral, the  following  proportion  of  rations,  viz.  To  each, 
major  general  15  rations,  brigadier  general  12,  colonel 
6,  lieut.  colonel  5,  major  4,  captain  3,  Subaltern  2, 
and  to  each  o (Beer  2* 

To  John  Hancock,  Effuire,  President  of  Congrefs. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  zijl,  1775. 

SIR, 

I  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  being  fa* 
voured  with  the  commands  of  the  honourable  C*a*refs 
on  the  fubjed  of  my  two  laft  letters.  The  feafoa  aoy 
advances  fo  fait  that  I  cannot  any  longer  defer  laying  oe« 
fore  them  fuch  farther  mealures  as  require  thsir  101113- 
diste  attention,  and  in  wiiichl  wait  tasir  direction* 

Ti# 
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The  mode  in  which  the  prefent  army  has  been  col- 
lected has  occafioned  fome  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
fubfcription  of  both  officers  and  foldiers  to  the  con- 
tinental  articles  of  war.  Their  principal  objection  h is 
been  that  it  might  fubjeft  them  to  a  longer  fervice  than 
that  for  which  they  engaged  under  their  feveral  provinci- 
al eftablilhments.  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  reafon  away 
the  prejudices  of  a  whole  army.  I  have  therefore  for- 
bore  preffing  them,  as  I  did  not  experience  any  Rich 
inconvenience  from  their  adherence  to  their  former  rules 
as  would  warrant  the  rifle  of  entering  into  a  conteftupoti 
it :  more  efpecially  as  the  reftraints,  neceffary  for  the 
eftablifbment  of  effentiai  difcioline  and  fubordianation, 
indifjpofed  their  minds  to  every  change,  and  made  it 
bo':h  duty  and  policy  to  introduce  as  little  novelty  as 
poflible.  With  the  prefent  army,  I  fear  fach  a  fubfcrip- 
tion is  impracticable  :  but  the  difficulty  will  ceafe  with 
this  army. 

The  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland  troops  (land 
engaged  to  the  fir  (I  of  December  only  ;  and  none  longer 
than  the  fir  ft  of  January,  A  diilolution  of  the  prefent 
army  therefore  will  take  place,  unlefs  fome  early  provi- 
fion  is  made  agamft  fuch  an  event.  Mod  of  the  gener- 
al officers  are  of  opinion  the  greater  part  of  them  may 
be  reinhfted  for  the  winter,  or  another  campaign,  with 
the  indulgence  of  a  furlough  to  vifit  their  friends,  whicli 
may  be  regulated  fo  as  not  to  endanger  the  fervice. 
How  far  it  may  be  proper  to  form  the  new  army  entire- 
ly out  ot  the  old,  tor  another  campaign,  rather  than 
irom  the    contingents  of  the    feveral   provinces,   is  a 

quel'- 
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queftion  which  involves  in  it  too  many  confiderations 
or  policy  and  pruoence,  tor  tne  to  undertake  to  decide.. 
I:  appears  to  be  impcflible  to  draw  it  from  any  other 
U  orcc  than  the  old  army,  tor  this  winter;  and,  as  the 
pay  is  ample,  I  hope  a  fufficient  number  will  en- 
gage in  the  iervice  for  that  time  at  leaft.  But  there  are 
various  opinions  ot  the  temper  of  the  men  on  the  fUb- 
je&  ;  and  thae  may  be  great  hazard  in  deferring  the 
trial  (o  long. 

In  the  continental  efiablifhment,  no   provifion  has 
bsen  rczdc  tor  the  pay  of  artificers,   diftin£i  from    thac 
oi  the  common  foldiers,  whereas  under  the    provincial, 
fuch  as  found  their  own  tools  were  allowed  one  (hilling 
per  diem  advance,  and  particular  artizans,  more.     The 
pgy  ot  the  artillery  alfo  now  differs   from    that   of   the 
province  ;  the  men  have  lefs,    the  officers  more  ;  and, 
for  forne  ranks,    no  provifion  is  made,  as    the  Congrefs 
will  please  to  obferve  by  the  lift  which  I  have  the  hon- 
our to  indole.  (No.  1.)   These  particulars,  tho*  feem- 
ingly  inconfiderable,  are  the  fource  of  much  complaint 
and  difsatisfaction,  which  I  endeavour    to  compofe  in 
the  bed  manner  I  am  able. 

By  the  returns  of  fche  rifle  companies,  and  that  bat- 
tallion,  they  appear  to  exceed  their  eftabliihment  very 
cotifiderably.  I  doubt  my  authority  to  pay  theie  extra 
men  without  the  direfction  of  the  Congrefs  •  but  it 
would  be  deemed  a  great  hardfhip  wholly  to  rtfufe  them, 
as  they  have  been  encouraged  to  come. 

The  neceffities  of  the  troops  having  required  pay,  I 
directed  that  thofe  of  the  MailachiiieUs   ihould  receive 

for 
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for  one  month,  upon  their  being  muttered,  and  return- 
ing a  proper  roll :  but  a  claim  was  immediately  made  for 
pay  by  lunar  months ;  and  feveral  regiments  have  declined 
taking  up  their  warrants  on  this  account.  As  this  prac- 
tice was  entirely  new  to  me,  though  faid  to  be  warrent- 
ed  by  former  ufage,  here  the  matter  now  waits  the  de- 
termination of  the  honourable  Congrefs.  I  fiad  in 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  this  point  was  fettled 
by  calandar  months :  in  Maffachufetts,  though  menti* 
oned  in  the  Congrefs,  it  was  left  undetermined;  which 
is  alfo  the  cafe^of  New  Hampfhire. 

The  indofure,  No.  II.  is  a  petition  from  the  fu- 
balte^ns,  refpe&ing  their  pay.  Where  there  are  only 
two  ofthefe  in  a  company,  I  have  confidered  one  as  am 
enfign,  and  ordered  him  pay  as  luch,  as  in  the  Con- 
necticut forces.  I  muft  beg  leave  to  recommend  this 
petition  to  the  favour  of  the  Congrefs  ;  as  I  am  of  opi* 
nion  the  allowance  is  inadequate  to  their  rank  and  fer- 
vice, and  is  one  great  fource  of  that  familiarity  between 
the  officers  and  men,  which  is  fo  incornpatable  withfu- 
bordination  and  difcipliae.  Many  valuable  officers  of 
thofe  ranks,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  fupport  the 
character  and  appearance  of  officers,  (I  am  informed) 
will  retire  as  foon  as  the  term  of  fervice  is  expired,  if 
there  isfto  alteration. 

For  the  belter  regulation  of  duty,  I  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  officers  and  to  number  the 
legimtnts  ;  and  as  I  had  not  received  the  commands 
of  the  Congrefs  on  the  fubjecl,  and  tne  exigence  of  the 
fervice  forbade  any  further  delay,  the  general  officers 
#ere  Cviiiiderwd  ds  having  no  regiments ;  an    alteration 

which  j 
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which  I  underfiand,  is  not  pleafing  to  feme  of  them, 
but  appeared  to  me  and  others  to  be  proper,  when  it 
was  confidered,  that  by  this  means,  the  whole  army  is 
put  upon  one  footing,  and  all  paiticular  attachments 
dillolved. 

Among  many  other  considerations  which  the  ap- 
proach of  winter  will  demand,  that  of  clothing  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  moft  important.  So  tar  as  regards  the 
prefervation  of  the  army  from  cold,  they  may  be  deem- 
ed in  a  Itate  of  nakednefs.  Many  of  the  men  have 
been  without  blankets  the  whole  campaign  :  and  thole, 
which  have  been  in  ufe  during  the  fummer,  are  fo  mucll 
worn  as  to  be  of  little  fervice.  la  order  to  make  a  fui- 
table  provifion  in  thefe  article?,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
guard  the  public  againft  impofition  and  expenfe,  it 
feems  neceffary  to  determine  the  mode  of  continuing  the 
army  :  for,  fhould  thefe  troops  be  cloathed  under  their 
prefent  engagement,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  fervice  decline  renewing  it  a  fet  of  unprovided  men 
may  be  fent  to  fupply  their  places. 

I  cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  unknown  to  the  honour- 
able Congrefs,  that  in  all  armies,  it  h  an  eilablifhed  prac- 
tice to  make  an  allowance  to  officers,  of  proviOons  and 
forage,  proportionate  to  their  rank.  As  fuch  an  allow* 
ance  formed  no  part  of  the  continental  eftablifhment,  I 
have  hitherto  forbore  to  iffue  the  orders  for  that  pur. 
pofe  :  but,  as  it  is  a  received  opinion  of  fuch  members  of 
the  Congrefs  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  confut- 
ing, as  well  as  throughout  the  army,  that  it  muft  be 
deemed  a  matter  of  courfe  and  applied  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment of  the  army,  1  have  dire&ed  the  fallowing  propor- 
tion 
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tion  of  rations,  being  the  fame  allowed  in  die  American 
armies  laft  war  :—— major  general,  fifteen;  brigadier 
general,  twelve;  colonel,  fix;  lieutenant  coloneh  nVe; 
major,  four  ;  captain,  three ;  fubaltern,  two ;  (taff,  two. 

Itthefe  iliould  not  be  approved  by  the  honourable 
Congrefs,  they  will  pleafe  to  fignify  their  pleafure,  as 
to  the  alterations  they  would  have  made  in  the  whole  or 
in  part. 

I  am  now  to  inform  the  honourable  Congrefs,  that 
encouraged  by  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  Canadi- 
ans and  Indians,  and  urged  by  their  requerfo,  I  have 
detached  col.  Arnold  with  a  thoufand  men,  to  penetrate 
into  Canada  by  way  of  Kenneback  river,  and,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  make  himfelf  mailer  of  Q  rebec.  By  this  ma- 
iceuvre,  I  propofed  either  to  divert  Carleton  from  St. 
John's,  w  hich  would  leave  a   free   paflage  to  general 

Schuyler  ; or  if  this  did  not  take  effect,  Quebec,  in 

itsprefent  deienceleis  (late,  mud  fall  into  his  hand*  an 
eafy  prey.  I  made  all  pothole  inquiry,  as  to  the  dif~ 
ta  ce,  the  falety  of  the  route,  and  the  danger  of  the  fea- 
fon  being  two  far  advanced  ;  but  found  nothing  in  either 
to  deter  me  from  proceeding,  more  efpecially  as  it  met 
with  very  general  approbation  from  al!  whom  I  con- 
iulted  upon  it.  But,  that  nothing  might  be  omitted,  to 
enable  me  to  judge  of  its  propriety  and  probabk  confe- 
quences,l  communicated  it  by  exprefs  to  generalSchuy- 
Jer,  who  approved  of  it  in  fucfc  terms,  that  I  refolved  to 
put  it  in  immediate  execution.  'ilcy  have  now  left 
this  place  feven  days;  and  if  favoured  with  a  good  wind, 
I  hope  foon  to  hear  of  their  being  fafe  in  Kennebeck  ri- 
ver.    For  the  fatisia&ion  of  the  Uongrefs,  I  here  indole 

a  copy 
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a  copy  of  the  pro^ofei  route  (No.  3.)  I  alfo  do  myfelf 
the  honour  of  incl  >Ga  g,  a  manifefto,  which  I  caufed  to 
be  printed  here,  and  o!  which  col.  Arnold  has  tiken  a 
fuitable  number  wirh  nim  Tnis  is  tne  mclofure,  (N0.4.) 
I  have  aj(b  forwarded  a  copy  ot  his  iniliuciions  (Nq  5.) 
from  all  which  l  hope  the  Congrefs  will  have  a  clear 
view  of  the  motives,  plan,  and  intended  execution  of 
this  enterp  ise,  and  that  I  fhali  be  fo  happy  as  to  meet 
with  their  a  probation  in  it. 

I  was  t ne  more  induced  to  make  this  detachment, 
as  it  is  my  clear  opinion,  -rom  a  careful  obfervatio  1  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy,  coiroborated  by  all  the 
intelligence  we  receive  by  deferters  and  others,  (of  the 
foim.r  of  whom  we  have  Come  every  day^  that  the  ene- 
my have  no  intention  to  come  out,  until  they  are  rein- 
fotced.      f  hey  have  been  wholly   employed  for   fDme 

time  pad  in  procuring  materials  tor  barracks,  fuel,  and 
nuking  other  pieparations  .or  winter.     Thefe   circum- 

fiances,  with  the   conflant    additions    to  their    works 

which  are  apparently  defends,  have  led  to  the    above 

conclufion,  and  enabled  me  to  fpare  this  body    of  men 

where  I  hope  they   will  be    ufeiuliy    and    fuccefsfully 

employed. 

The  Mate  of  inactivity,  in  which  this  army  has  lain 
for  Tome  time,  by  no  means  correfponds  with  my  wiGhes, 
by  fome  decifive  liroke  to  relieve  my  country  from  tne 
heavy  expenfe  its  fubhilence  mult  create.  After  fre- 
quently reconnoitring  ehe  iuuation  of  tne  enemy  in  the 
town  of  Bufton,  collecting  all  podible  intelligence  and 
digesting  the  whole,  a  i'urprife  did  not  appear  10  me 
wholly  impra&tcable,  thou  gh  hazardous,    I    com  muni - 

Vol.  I,  Z  z  z  cased 
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cated  it  to  the  general  officers  fome  days  before  I  call- 
ed them  to  a  council,  that  they  might  be  prepared  with 
their  opinions.  The  refult  I  have  the  honour  of  inelo- 
fing.  (No.  6.)  I  cannot  fay  that  I  have  wholly  laid  it 
afide :  but  new  events  may  occafion  new  meafures.  Of 
this  I  hope  the  honourable  Congrefs  can  need  no  affar- 
ance,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  America  who  more  ear- 
neftly  wilhes  fuch  a  termination  of  the  campaign,  as  to 
make  the  army  no  longer  neceflary. 

The  feafon  advances  fo  fail,  that  I  have  given  or- 
ders to  prepare  barracks  and  other  accommodations  for 
the  winter,  The  great fcarcity  of  tow  cloth  in  this 
country, I  fear  will  totally  difappoint  us  in  our  expecta- 
tions of  procuring  hunting  fhirts.  Governor  Cooke  in- 
forms me,  few  or  none  are  to  be  had  in  Rhode  Ifland  ; 
and  governor  Trumbull  gives  me  little  encouragement 
to  expect  many  from  Connecticut. 

1  have  filled  up  the  office  of  quarter  matter  general, 
which  the  Congrefs  was  pleafed  to  leave  to  me,  by  the 
appointment  of  major  Mifflin,  which  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve will  be  univerfally  acceptable. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  be  obliged  to  folicit  the 
attention  of  the  honourable  Congrefs  to  the  (late  of  this 
army,  in  terms  which  imply  the  flighted  appreheniion 
of  being  negle£led.  But  my  fituation  is  inexpreffibly 
diftreffing,  to  fee  the  winter  fad  approaching  upon  a 
naked  army  ;  the  time  of  their  fervice  within  a  few 
weeks  of  expiring  ;  and  no  provifion  yet  made  for  fuch 
important  events.  Added  to  thefe,  the  military  cheft 
is  totally  exhautted  ;  the  pay  matter  has  not  a  fingle 

dollar 
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dollar  in  hand  ;  the  commLTary  general  affures    me  he 
has  (trained  his  credit  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  army 
to  the  utmoft,     The  quarter  mailer  general  is  precifely 
in  the  fame  fituation,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
are  in  a  (late  not  far  from  mutiny,  upon  the   deduction 
from  their  flated  allowance-     I  know  not  to  whom   to 
impute  this  failure  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion,  if  the  evil  is 
not  immediately  remedied,   and  more  punctuality    ob- 
ferved  in  future,  the  army  muft  abfolutely  break  up.     I 
hoped  I  Jiad  fo  fully  expreffed  myfelf  on    this    fubjeft, 
(both  by  letter,  and  to  thofe  members  of   the  Congrefs 
who  honoured  the  camp  with  a  vifit)  that  no  difappoint- 
ment  could   poflibly   happen  :    I  therefore  hourly  ex- 
pected advice  from  the  pay  mailer  that  he  had  received 
a  frelh  fuppiy,  in  addition  to  the  hundred  and  feveaty 
two   ihouland   dollars    delivered  him  in  Auguft ;  and 
thought  myfelf  warranted  to  allure  the  public  creditors 
that  in  a  few  days  they  mould  be   fatisfied.,       But    the 
delay  has  brought  matters  to  fuch  a  crifis,   as  admits    of 
no  farther  uncertain  expectation.     I  have  therefore  fent 
off' this  exptefs,  with  orders  to  make  all  poflibie  difpatch. 
It  is  my  mofl  earned  recfdeft  that   he  may    be  returned 
with  all   poflibie   expedition,   unbfs   the    honourable 
Congrefs  have  already  forwarded  what  is  fo  indifpenia- 
bly  neceffary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 


Oa 
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On  the  19th  September  a  motion  being  made  in 
Congrefs  in  behalf  of  one  col.  John  Feriton,  who  had 
been  tiken  into  cuftody  by  the  convention  of  New 
Hampfhire,  for  being  concerned  in  meafures  dangerous 
to  the  rights  of  Americans,  and  who.  by  order  o*  the 
general,  now  remains  on  his  parole,  a  prifoner  at  Hart- 
ford;  that  he  may  be  per  mi  cied  to  go    to   Great    Britain 

or  Ireland Refolved,  Tfcat  general  Washington   be 

inftruaed  to  difcharge  the  faid  c>I.  John  Fenton  from 
cuftody,  on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honour  to  proceed 
to  New-York  and  from  thence  to  Great  Britain  or  Ire* 
land  ancTnotto  take  up  arms  againft  the  good  people  of 
this  continent. 

Refolved,  That  the  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  take 
into  conlideration  the  letters  from  general  Wafhing* 
ton. 


Head-Quarters,  %id  September  177.5. 

Parole,  Lynn,  Countersign,  Marblehead. 

The  undernamed  prifoners,  tryed  by  a  general  court 
martial  for  mutiny,  riut,  and  difobedience  of  orders  ; 
are  leverally  guilty  of  the  crimes  where with  they  are 
accufed;  and  the  court  upon  due  conlideration  of  the 
evidence,  do  adjudge  that  the  prifoner.  Jofeph  Seales, 
receive  thirty  nine  lafhes  upon  his  bare  back,  and  be 
drummed  out  of  the  army ;  and  that  the  prifoners,  John 
Geilaid,  Jacob  Smailvvood,  John  Peitro,  Samuel  Grant, 
Hugh  Renny,  James  Jeffrey,  Charles  Aieiain,  Samu- 
el Henms,  Charles  Pearce,  James  Williams,  John  Kei. 
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ly,  John  B:yan,  ani  Philip  Florence  ;  do  each  oi  them 
reoe've  twenty  lathes  up  >n  his  biw  back,  and  be  dtunv 
m.  o  out  of  the  army.      The  ptiionerj,  Lawrence  B'ake, 
Samuo  Rodin*  John  Befom,  Benjamin    Bartholemew, 
Francis  Ellis,    Jofeph    Lawrence,  John  Sharp,  Jj>hn 
r;    Jofeph    FciTenden,     John    F  .r(ter,    John    Leo, 
LytiHr -cc   iaitler,  Philip  Greaty,  Peter  Newell.    Sm. 
ucl  Perfons,  Jeremiah  Dailey,  Francis    Greater,   Rich- 
ai  I  Peii'Mick,  Robert  Hooper.  Anthony  Lc /is,  Nicho- 
las Ojeby,  anJ    Thomas    Metyard,    be   fin  d    twenty 
ft  tilings  lawful  money  each  :— Jofeph  Forfter,    Jofeph 
Laurence,  and    Jofeph  Fefienden,  being  recommended 
by  *h~  c«urt  martial  as  proper  oDJeuh  of   mercy.     The 
commaL-Je;  in  chief  is  p^eafed  to  remit   their  fine,   and 
to  order  the  fentence. upon  all  the  others  to   be   put  in 
execution  at   guard     mounting   to    morrow   morning. 
Thole  upon  Profpe&  mil,  to  receive  their  punifhment 
there,  the  reft  at  the  main  guard. 

John  Gizzage  Frazer.  Efq.  being  appointed  affift- 
ant  to  the  quarter  mailer  general,  for  the  diftricts  of 
Profp«£l,  and  Winter  hill,  he  is  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch. 

Colonel  Staike,  of  New  Haropfhire,  having  com- 
plained that  through  miftake,  or  inadvertency  in  the 
court  which  was  appointed  to  fettle  the  rank  of  the  re- 
giments, and  officers  of  this  army,  he  had  not  juilice 
done  him,  even  upon  the  principles  which  they  them- 
felves  had  laid  down  for  their  government  in  that  mat- 
ter; the  general  orders  that  the  brigadier  and  the  fix 
field  officers,  who  compofed  that  court,  do  fit  to  morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock,  to  enquire  into  the  cau*e  of 
Shis  complaint ;  at  the  fame  time  if  colonel  Doolittle, 
>  who 
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who  has  alfo  exoreffed  fome  diffatisfaction  on  account 
of  his  rank,  can  urge  any  thing  new  to  the  court,  he 
mav  be  heard  ;  the  court  are  deQred  likewife  to  fettle 
the  ra^k  of  the  officers  of  the  rifle  companies,  potted  at 
Rexbury, 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  22A  September, 
Refolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into 
confederation  the  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America,  and  re- 
port their  opinion.  That  the  committee  confift  ot  fe- 
ven;  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined  the  follow- 
ing perfons  were  chofen,  viz.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  J. 
Rutled3e,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr,  Randolph,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  Willing. 

The  committee  of  fafety  for  Pennfylvania  having 
informed  the  Congrefs  that  they  have  taken  into  cufto- 
dy  major  Rogers,  an  officer  in  the  king's  fervice. 

Resolved,  That  in  cafe  the  committee  find  nothing 
again  A;  major  Rogers,  except  of  his  being  a  half  pay 
officer,  he  be  difcharged  on  giving  his  parole  not  to  take 
up  arms  againft  the  inhabitants  of  America  in  the  pre- 
fent  controverfy  between  Great  Britain  and    America. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  23d  September, 
Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  purchafe  a 
quantity  of  woolen  goods  for  theufe  of  the  army,  to  the 
amonnt  of  five  thoufani  pounds  fierling.  That  the 
laid  goods  when  bought,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
quarter  mailers  general  of  the  continental  armies,  and 
that  the  fame  be  by  them  fold  out  to  the  private  fol- 
diers  of  faid  ar.mes,  at  prime  colt  and  charges,  includ- 
ing acommiflion  of  five  per  centum  to  the  faid  qaarter 

mailer* 
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matters  general  for  their  trouble.— That  the  commit- 
tee con  fill  of  five. 

The  committees  of  the  diftiift  of  Wilmington,  in 
North  Carolina  accufed  governor  Martin,  of  a  number 
of  charges,  particularly  thofe  of  fomenting  a  civil  war, 
and  of  exciting  an  infurredion  among  the  negroes ;  upon 
which  they  declared  him  an  enemy  to  America  in  gen- 
eral, and  to  the  province  of  North  Carolina  in  particu- 
lar, and  forbade  all  perfons  holding  any  correfpond- 
ence  with  him.  When  their  proceedings  were  publifh- 
ed  the  governor  publifhed  his  remarks  upon  them  in  a 
proclamation ;  which  the  provincial  Congrefs,  25th  A- 
guft  at  Hillsborough,  unanimously  refolved,  to  be  a 
falfe  fcandalous,  fcurrilous,  malicious  and  feditious  li- 
bel, and  ordered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman. 

An  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  empire 
was  fubmitted  to  them  on  the  8th  September,  which 
was  unanimoufly  received,  therein  was  the  following 
"  we  again  declare,  and  we  invoke  that  Almighty  Be- 
ing,  who  fearches  the  recedes  of  the  human  heart,  and 
knows  our  moft  fecret  intentions,  thatit  is  our  mod  ear- 
ned wiih  and  prayer  to  be  reftored,  with  the  other  uni- 
ted colonies,  to  the  ftate  in  which  we  and  they  were 
placed  before  the  year  1763,  difpofedto  glance  over  any 
regulations  whichBntain  had  made  previous  to  this,  and 
which  fcems  to  be  injurious  and  oppreflive  to  thele  co- 
lonies, hoping  that,  at  lorne  future  day  me  will  benign- 
ly interpole,  and  remove  from  us  every  cauie  of  com- 
plaint." 

A  few 
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A  few  weeks  previous  to  the  above  addrefs,  a  plan 
of  confederation  was  laid  before  them..  Upon  mature 
deliberation  they  refolved,  that,  "  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  plan  of  general  confederation  between  the  uni- 
ted colonies  is  not  at  prefent  eligible ;  and  that  the  pre- 
fent  alTociarion  ought  to  be  relied  on  for  bringing  a- 
bout  a  reconcliation  with  the  parent  (rate,  and  a  further 
confederacy  ought  only  to  be  adopted  in  cafe  of  the  h& 
extremity/' 

During  the  feflion,  they  agreed  upon  railing  a  thou- 
fand  men,  upon  ftriking  a  quantity  of  paper  money : 
upon  inlifting  a  body  of  minute  men,  and  upon  putting 
the  colony  immediately  into  a  ftate  of  defence. 

The  grand  repofitory  of  the  governors  magazine 
was  difcovered  on  the  23d;  September,  under  a  bed  of 
cabbages  in  the  palace  garden,  a  barrel  was  found  con- 
taming  about  thre<i  bumeis  of  gan  po.vder.  In  the 
palace  cellar  were  dug  up  of  the  lame  commodity  two 
quarter  cafks,  and  in  the  garden  about  looolb.  of  mus- 
ket balls,  about  500  weight  of  iron,  fwivel  balls,  a  con- 
iiderable  quantity  of  fmall  fhot,  lead,  iron4,  worms  for 
the  cannon,  and  the  whole  apparatus  for  his  park  ot  ar- 
tillery. 


Head-Quarters,  September  23d,  1775. 
Parole  Newbury,  Countersign  Plymouth. 

Head 
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He  \q-Ouarters,  24th September,  1775* 
Parjhi  O'ubec,  Countersign  Richmond. 

Major  Scarborough  Gridley;  tried  at  a  late  general 
Itourt  martial  A^iereof  brigadier  geaeral  Greene  was 
lent ;  for  being  deficient  in  his  duty  upon  the  '7th 
June  laf).  t  .  <  /  of  the  aftion  upon  Banker's  hill. 
The  com  fined  major  Scarborough  Gndley,  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  qrderi,  they  do  therefore  diGnifc  him  from 
the  Maffachufetts  fervice ;  but  on  account  of  his  inex- 
perience an4  youth,  and  the  ;reat  confuGon  which  at- 
tended that  day's  traufaSion  in  general  ;  they  do' not 
confider  him  incapable  of  a  continental  commitlion, 
fhould  the  general  officers  recommend  him  to  his  ex- 
cellency.r— ■ r-The .general  confirms  the  difmiflion  of 
major  Scarborough  Gricliey,  aad  orders  it  to  take  place 
accordingly. 

George  Plamilton  foldier  iu  capt.   DeKter's  compa* 
ny  in  col.  Woodbridge's   regiment   tried   at  a  general 
court  martia],   whereof  col,  Nixoa    was  prefiient,  for 
Healing  a  blue   great  coat,   the  property   of   Solomon 
Lathrop.      The    court    Had    the   prifoner    guilty    of 
the  charge,  and  fentence  him  to  receive  thirty  Ulh^s  up- 
on his  bare  back,  and  be  drummed   out  of   the  army; 
and  order  his  captain   to  ijritaft   ten  (killings  and  ten 
pence  lawful  money  out  of  his  pay,   and  pry  it  to    H$j 
Fenyer,  for  fo  much  paid  bv  him   to  the  rmfoner   on 
the  coat ;  and  that  the  coat  be  returned  to  Mr,  Lathr jpt 
—Jonathan  Sharpe,  of  capt.   Life's  company  in    col. 
j.  Shinny's  regiment,  tried   at  the  fame  court  martial 
Vol.  I.  A  a  a  a 
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for  dealing  cartridges  from  his  comrades  is  acquitted. 
—The  general  orders  the  fentence  upon  the  prifoner 
Hamilton  to  be  executed;  and  the  prifoner  Sharpe  to 
be  releafed. 


The  general  directs  the  following  minute  from  the  knife  of 
Reprefentatives  of  this  Colony  to  be  inferted  in  the 
general  orders. 

"  In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  23d,  Sept.  1775. 

Refolved,  That  the  fpeaker  Mr.    Gerry,  and  major 
Hawley,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  apply  to  his   excellency    George   Wafhington, 
Efq,  with  a  deGreof  this  houfe,  that  he  will,  as  foon  as 
may  be,  caufe  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  names  of  the 
officers  and  men,  to  each  regiment,  eftabliiliad  by   this 
colony,  and  now  in   the    American  army  relpe&ively 
belonging,  including  fuch  of  each  regiment,  as   are  de  • 
ceafed  fiuce  its  eftablifhrnent,  or  as  have  been   dranghc- 
ed  for  the  detachment  ordered  to  Quebec,   and  fpeci fl- 
ing the  names  of  towns,  and  other  places,  from    which 
they  were  rdpeciively  enhfted,  in   order  to   enable    the 
court,  to  rechfy    and    prevent   any  error  in    accounts, 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  rendered  for   payment   of 
blankets,  and  other  articles  fuppiied  the  foidiers,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  their  inliitment. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

jittefi,  SAMUEL  FREEMAN,  Clerk. 

The 
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The  inquiry  into  the  condu&  of  Dr.  Church,  di- 
rector general  of  the  hofpital  and  the  refpe&ive  regi- 
mental furgeons  ;  to  be  held  to  morrow  in  col.  Fry's 
brigade. 

The  general  court  martial,  whereof  brigadier  general 
Greene,  was  prefidentis  diffolved. 

The  committee  of  claims  having  reprefentd  to  the 
Congrefs,  on  the  25th  September,  that  in  confequence 
of  the  order  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  firft  of  Augud  laft, 
they  have  drawn  out  of  the  treafury  the  furn  of  io,O03 
dollars,  and  that  over  and  above  they  have  dravn  on 
the  treafurers  for  the  farther  fum  of  1,926  £  dollars,  to 
difcharge  fundry  accounts,  which  the  Congrefs  ordered 
them  to  pay,  they  therefore  move  that  the  Congrefs 
will  lffue  an  order  for  the  fame  to  mleaiaif/  the  trea- 
fuiers. 

The  Congrefs  taking  this  matfer  into  consideration. 
RefolvcdtThat  the  committee's  d  aughts  fortV>e  aibove 
fum  be  deemed  valid,  andallowei  good  ia  the  treafurers 
accounts. 

As  accounts  are  brought  in  different  from  thofe  com. 

mitted  to  the  foregoing    committee  to  liquidate,  and  as 

it  is  proper  that  the  accounts  of  the  continent   be  put  in- 

to  a  proper  train  of  liquidation  and  fettlernent,  in  order 

for  payment. 

Rejolved,  That  a  committee  of  accounts  or  claims  be 
now  appointed  to  confiit  of  one  member  trom  each  of 
the  united  colonies,  to  whom  ail  accounts  againit  trie 
continent  are  to  be  referred,  who  are  to  examine  and 
report  upon  the  fame,  m  order  for  payment,  feveo.  of 
them  to  be  a  quorum. 

That 
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That  the  committee  cdnfifl:  of  the  faHtwhfg  hietn- 
bers,  viz.  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Chining,  Mn  Ward,  Mr* 
Deahe,  Mr,  Lewis,  Mr.  Smithj  Mr.  Willing,  Mr* 
R  dney,  Mr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  Nelfon,  Mr.  Gadsdeii,  and 
Dr.  Zubly. 

That  the  former  committee  deliver  to  the  committee 
now  appointed,  all  the  bo^ks,  account^  and  papers  in 
the-r  hands. 

The  delegates  from  Pennfykania  produced  an  ac- 
count of  the  powder  imported,  and  how  it  has  been  dif- 
pofed  of. 


Head-Quarters,  25/A  September,  1775* 

Parole  Sandwich,  Countersign  2mro% 

As  frequent  applications  to  the  major  generals  for 
furloughs,  have  become  very  troublelbme,  and  takes 
up  much  of  their  time ;  the  following  method  of  grant* 
ing  them  for  the  future,  is  to  b3  obfervei,  and  under 
no  pretence  wbatloever  to  be  difpenfed  with,  until  fur- 
ther orders  on  this  head,  viz.  The  colonels  or  com- 
manding officers  of  regiments,  or  corps,  when  they  fLii 
it  really  requifite  ;  and  not  elfe,  have  permiujon  to  give 
furloughs  to  the  non-commiffioned  officeis  and  foldiers 
of  the  corps  they  refpe&iveiy  command,  provided  they 
do  not  fuffer  more  than  two  privates  to  beabfentatany 
one  ti  a  e  horn  a  company,  and  not  more  than  one  non« 
corrimiilioned  orhcer;  nor  allowing  any  perfon  to  be 
abfent  from  his  duty  more  tnan  twenty  days-  in  fix 
months  ;  in  extraordinary  cafes,   a  further  .  indulgence 

may 
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mav  be  given,  by  the  general  of  brigade,  upon  appli- 
cation fro ^n  (he  colonel.  — \li  commiflioned  officers, 
are  fo  apptv  KVfc  leive  of  abfen-fc  torOUgh  fcheif  o  vn 
cMorvel  bttt  n  anil  rig  officer  to  tfie  general  of  brigade 
to  Which  the*-  ':  Hon  j,  who  is  derired  never  to  faGfe* 
more  Mian  one  field  o'Bcer,  and  four  other.?,  to  b?  abfent 
at  any  one  time  from  a  regiftierH,  nor  more  than  t^en* 
ty  days  in  fix  monthf.-  In  extraordinary  cafes  a  further 
indulgence  may  be  given  by  the  major  general  com- 
iftabtJing  each  divifion,  upon  the  application  of  the  bri- 
gadiers of  his  divifion. 

As  the  committee  have  fettled  the  rank  between 
col.  Stark,  and  colonel  Jonathan  Brewer;  the  general 
defires  the  colonels  of  the  legirnents,  No.  6,  7  and  8, 
will  apply  immediately  for  continental  commiiliotas  for 
the  officers  of  their  relpeclive  corps;  and  that  the  three 
next  regiments  in  fucceflion  will  apply  to  morrow  morn- 
ing aud  fo  three  every  morning  afterwards,  until  the 
woole  are  ferved. 

The  Congrefs  took  into  conftderaiion  the  letters  ffoni 
general  Washington,  No.  5,  and  6,  and  two  orhers  not 
numbered.— Re/olved,  That  a  committee  of  three  b$ 
appointed  U>  prepare  an  anfwer,— Tne  ballots  being  ta- 
ken and  examined,  the  following  numbers  were  cjiofen^ 
viz.  Mr.  Linch,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams. 

Head  Qu  art eks .September  26th,  1775. 
ParoU%  Virginia,  Countersign,  Waltham. 

For  the  future  the  weekly  returns  on  Saturdays, 
are  to  be  made  in  the  old  form  ;  the  majors  of  bri- 
gade will  give  printed  forms  as  ufual  to  the  adjutants 
of  Qvtiy  brigade  at  orderly  time  to  morrow.  Sept. 
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September  26th,  The  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
pare an  anfwer  to  general  Wafbington's  letters  reported 
the  fame,  which  was  read  debated  and  agreed  to  in  Con- 
grefs : — Ordered,  That  the  fame  being  transcribed  be 
ligoed  by  the   prefident,    and  forwarded  immediately. 

September  27th,  The  committee  of  claims  applied 
to  the  Congrefs  for  advice  '.ow  to  charge  fundry  ac- 
counts,  and  the  fame  being  taken  into  confideration  :  — 
Refolved,  That  the  ex  pence  of  kettles,  canteens  and 
fpoons,  fuppiied  to  the  foldiers  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tinent. 

Refolved,  That  the  fum  o<"  160,000  dollars  be  paid 
to  Connecticut  for  fupplies  iffued  by  that  colony  for 
the  fervice  of  the  united  colonies,  to  be  accounted  for 
by  them. 

A  memorial  of  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  was 
prefented  and  read,  fetting  forth,  that  they  had  charter- 
ed a  veffel  to  carry  a  load  of  wheat,  that  the  faid  vef- 
fei  in  going  from  Philadelphia  to  Chellertown,  Mary- 
land, was  loft  in  the  late  ftorm,  by  which  they  were 
prevented  from  exporting,  before  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  cargo  which  they  had  actually  purchafed  ;  and 
therefore  praying  for  liberty  to  export  the  cargo  to  a 
foreign  port. — Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Certain  refolutionsof  the  committee  olthe  city  and 
liberties  of  Philadelphia,  refpecling  an  application 
made  to  them  by  a  captain,  f  >r  leave  to  take  a  cargo  of 
flour  to  Glouceflerin  Maffachufetts  Bay,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Congrefs  and  read. Ordered,  to  lie  on   the 

table. 

Head 
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Head-Quarters,  2jtk  September,  1775* 
Parole  YorkJJiire,  Counter fign  Amboy.  , 

Amos  Brown  of  capt.  Wilder's  company  in  col* 
Whitcomb's  regiment,  tried  at  a  general  court  martial  ; 
whereof  col.  Bridge,  wasprefident,  for  mutinous,  and 
abufive  language.  The  court  are  unanimously  of  opi- 
nion, the  prifoner  is  not  guilty  ;  therefore  acquit  the  pri- 
foner. 

General  Thomas's  brigade  to  be  muttered  on  Mon- 
day morniog,  at  feven  o'clock,  and  general  Spencer's  on 
Wednefday  morning  at  the  fame  hour. 

Head  Quarters,  2%th  September  1775. 
Parole  Bedford,  Countersign  Chatham* 

The  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Church,  direc- 
tor general  of  the  hofpital,  and  the  refpe&ive  regi- 
me rial  furgeons,  bei?>g  finished  in  the  four  brigades 
in,  and  near  Cambridge  j  conformable  to  the  general 
orders  of  the  7th  milant;  the  fama  is  to  take  place  in 
brigadier  general  Thomas's  brigade  to  morrow,  and  in 
brigadier  general  Spencer's  brigade  on  Saturday. 

The  gehcral  court  martial  whereof  col.  Nixon,  was 
prcudent  is  diifplved  ;  a  general  court  martial  of  the  line 
to  fet  to  morrow  at  nine  o'clock  in  Cambridge,  to  try 
fuch  prifoners  as  (ball  be  brought  before  them,  all  evi- 
dences and  perfons  concerned  to  attend  tiie  court*   For 

the 
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the  court  martial,  one  col.  one  Heat,  col,  one  major  and 
ten  captains. 

John  Hawkins,  and  Robert  Higgins,  of  capt.  Wy. 
ly's  company  in  col.  Sergeants  regiment,  upon  a«i  ap* 
pea}  frpm  a  regim^nfal  court  mar^al.  Tried  by  the 
lategeneral  epurt  martial,  whereof  col.  Nixon  was  pre* 
§.(jlent.;fprt?h(?(tf-rrrThe  court  find  the  prifoner  J-nn 
Ilavkins,  guilty  of  &he,  charge,  and  do  fentence  vnt  he 
I  T  re  the  money  ftolen  by  him  to  the  owner  Charles 
Caldwell,  amounting  to  thirteen  pounds  eight  (hillings 
lawful  iftsney  ;  and  that  he  receive  39  laches  up  *a  his 
bare  b?'xV  wJfie court  acquit  the  prifooer  John  Hig. 
gins.  The  generaj  approves  the  fentence,  and  orders 
tbt  priloner  H  v^kins,  to  be  punifhed  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  and  the  pnfoner  Higgins,  to  be  immediately 
released. 

Head  Quarters, 2§th  September,  1775. 
Parole  Danvers,  Countersign  Epsom, 

A  court  of  inquiry  to  fet  this  afternoon  at  3  ->\locl?t 
to  examine  into  the  complaint  of  lieut.  col.  Arijaa, 
Brown,  of  the  g§th  regiment,  againft  col.  Ragglea 
Woodbridge.— CoU  John  Glover,  preGdent,  colone{ 
Bridge,  major  Woods,  major  Lee,  and  major  Durgee 
members. 

On  September  29th,  A  letter  from  general  Wafh- 
iogtoB  dated  the  21a  of  September,  with  fundry  en- 
cbfed  papers,  being  received  by  exprefs,  was  laid  before 
the  Continental  Congrefs  and  read. 

Refolvcd 
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Refolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  bs 
appointed  to  repair  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, to  confer  with  general  Wafhington,  and  with  t'ie 
governor  of  Cone&icut,  lieut.  gevemor  of  Rhode  IQand, 
the  council  of  Maflachufetts,  and  the  prefidcnt  of  the 
convention  of  New-Hampfhire,and  fuch  other  perfons 
as  to  the  faid  committee  (hall  feem  proper,  touching  tho 
mod  effe&ual  method  of  continuing,  fupporting,  and 
regulating  a  continental  army. 

On  September  30th  the  Congrefs  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  committee,  and  the  ballots  being  examined, 
Mr.  Lynch  and  Dr.  Franklin  were  found  t^  be  duly 
ele&ed  by  a  majority  of  votes,  and  two  other  members 
having  an  equal  number.  —Refoived,  That  the  Con- 
grefs proceed  to  the  ele&ion  of  another  member  for  the 
committee,  and  that  this  rule  be  obferved  in  ail  fi« 
tnilar  cales.— •  Accordingly  the  ballots  being  taken, 
the  committee  of  examination  reported,  that  Mr.Harri- 
fon  is  duly  elz&ed. —-Refolved,  That  a  committee  of 
five  members  be  appointed  to  draw  up  inftru&ions  for 
the  above  committee.— The  ballots  being  taken  the  fol- 
lowing members  were  chofen,  Mr.  J.  Rutledge,  Mr* 
Lee,  Mr.  Johnfou,  Mr.  R.  Livingfton,  and  Mr.  S. 
Adams. 

Refolvtd,  That  the  prefident  inform  general  Waflb* 
ton  by  exprefs,  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  appoint* 
ing  a  committee  to  wait  on  him,  in  order  to  confuk 
with  him,  touching  the  molt  effectual  method  of  con* 
tinuing,  fupporting  and  regulating  a  continental  army. 
That  a  letter  to  the  fame  import  be  written  to  thegover- 

Vol.  I.  B  b  b  b  nor 
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nor  of  Conne&icut,  and  that  the  preGdent  therein  re- 
queft  him  in  cafe  he  cannot  himfelf  attend,  that  he  will 
appoint  a  perfon  to  reprefent  that  colony,  and  confer 
with  the  committee  of  the  Congrefs  on  the  fubjeSs  in- 
trufted  to  them.— That  like  letters  be  written  to  the 
council  of  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  to  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor of  Rhode*  I  Hand,  and  to  the  preiident  ot  the  con« 
vention  of  New-Hampfhire. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confider  the  trade  of 
America,  brought  in  their  report,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  Monday  next. 

Head-Quart***,  §oth  September  iff  $4 

Parole  lairfax,  Countersign  GoJJicn* 

The  court  of  inquiry  ordered  to  fet  this  day  in  bri- 
gadier general  Spencer's  brigade,  in  relation  to  the  dif- 
pute  between  the  director  of  the  general  hofpital,  and 
the  regimental  furgeons ;  is  on  account  of  the  indifpofi- 
tionofDr.  Church,  to  be  poftponed  until  further  or- 
ders. 


To  John  Hancock,  Ef quire,  President  of  Congrefs. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  September  $Qth,  \y7^ 

SIR, 

The  reverend  Mr.  Kirkland,  the  bearer  of  this,  hav- 
ing been  introduced  to  the  honourable  Congrefs,  can 
need  no  particular  recommendation  from  rae.     But  a* 

he 
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he  now  wifhes  to  have  the  affairs  of  his  miflion  and 
public  employ  put  upon  fome  furtable  tooting,  I  can- 
not but  intimate  my  fenfeof  the  importance  of  his  fta- 
tion,  and  the  great  advantages  which  have  and  may  re* 
fult  to  the  united  colonies,  from  his  fituation  biing 
made  refpe enable. 

All  accounts  agree  that  much  of  the  favourable  dif- 
polition  fhewn  by  the  Indians,  may  be  afcribed  to  his 
labour  and  influence.  He  has  accompanied  a  chief  of 
theOneidas  to  this  camp,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
make  agreeable  to  him,  both  by  civility  and  fome  Cmall 
prefents.  Mr.  Kirkland  being  alfo  in  fome  necefftty 
for  money  to  bear  his  travelling  charges  and  other  ex- 
pences,  I  have  fupplied  him  with  thirty  two  pounds 
lawful  money. 

1  cannot  but  congratulate  the  honourable  Congrefa 
on  the  happy  temper  of  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  our 
accounts  of  which  are  now  fully  confirmed  by  fome  in- 
tercepted letters  from  officers  in  Canada,  to  general 
Gage  and  others  in  Ballon,  which  were  found  on  board 
the  veflel  lately  taken,  going  into  Bofton  with  a  dona- 
tion  or  cattle  and  other  freih  provisions  for  the  auaift«fial 
army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON* 


Head 
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Head-Quarters,  OBober  }Jl,  1775. 
Parole  Hampton,  Countersign  Iceland. 

The  colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  corps,  are 
upon  application  from  ihe  quarter  matter  general,  im- 
mediately  to  employ  under  his  direction,  all  the  carpen- 
ters in  their  feveral  regiments,  to  ere&  barracks  tor  the 
regiments  and  corps  they  refpe&ively  belong  to* 

Lieutenant  Cummings  of  capt.  Dow's  company  in 
col.  Prefcot's  regiment,  tried  at  a  general  court  mar- 
tial, whereof  col.  Hitchcock,  was  prefi dent,  for  mifbeha* 
viour  in  the  action  upon  Bunker's  hill ;  the  court  are 
unanimously  of  opinion,  the  prifoner  is  not  guilty  of 
the  charge  ;  and  the  complaint  appears  to  the  court 
groundlefs  and  malicious.  The  general  approves  the 
proceedings  of  the  court,  and  orders  lieut.Cummings  to 
be  inftantly  releafed  from  his  arreft. 

Head-Quarters,  zdOftober  ijytf 

Parole  Kingjlon,  Countersign  Lincoln. 

On  O&ober  the  ai  Congrefs  took  into  confidera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  committee  on    trade,   and   after 

ibrne  debate: Refolved,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to 

morrow  refolve  itfeif  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to 
take  into  confidcration  the  Hate  of  the  trade  of  the  thir- 
teen  united  colonies.... That  ths  above  report  be  referr- 
ed to  that  committee. 

The 
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The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  inftruftion*, 
reported  a  draught,  which  being  read  and  debated  by  pa. 

ragiaphs,  was  agreed  to  ; Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy 

be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  general 

Rejolved,  That  where  the  word  month  is  ufed  the 
Congrefs  means  calender  month,  by  which  the  pay  of 
the  men  in  the  fervice  of  the  continent  is  to  be  regu- 
lated.. uRefolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  fecond  lieutenants 
in  the  marching  regiments  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
fir  it  lieutenants. 

Head  Quarters,  Oclober  3d,  1775. 

Parole  Maiden,  Counter Jign  Norfolk. 

Any  officer,  non  commiffioned    officer   or  foldier, 
who  (hall  hereafter  be  detected  playing  at  tofs-up,  pitch 
and  huftle,  or  any  other  games  of  chance,    in,  or   near 
the  camp,  or  villages    bordering  on    ths  encampments, 
(hall  without  delay  be  confined,  and  punifhed    for    dif. 
obedience  of  orders.    The  general  does  not  mean  by  the 
above  order  to  difcourage  fports  of  exercife  and  recrea- 
tion, he   only  means    to    difcountenance,   and   punilh 
gaming. 

Dr.  Ifaac  Forfter,  is  to  take  the  direction,  and  fu- 
perintendeucy  of  the  general  hofpital,  until  further  or- 
ders,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  as  director  during  that  time* 

Eniign  Pro&or  of  capt.  Fletcher's  company  in  col. 
Doohttlc's  regiment,  tried  at  a  late  general  court  marti- 
al, for  abfenting  himfelf  from  his  regiment  from  the  9th 

of 
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of  Auguft  to  the  27th  of  September  following.  The 
court  find  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  crime,  and  order 
him  to  be  mulcted  one  month's  pay  for  his  offence. 

John  Gallop,  of  captain  Watkins's  company  in  col. 
Patterfon's  regiment ;  tryed  at  the  above  court  martial 
for  abfenting  himfelf  from  his  regiment  from  the  27th 
of  June,  to  the  27th  of  September  following,  and  for 
carrying  off  and  difpofing  of  a  colony  gun.  The  court 
find  the  prifoner  guilty  of  the  crimes  wherewith  ho 
was  accufed,  and  fentence  him  to  be  whipped  on  his 
bare  back  fifteen  lafhes,  and  order  the  value  of  the  gun 
to  be  flopped  out  ot  his  pay. 

The  continental  Congrefs  on  the  3d  October,  Re' 
folved,  That  the  commiffary  general  contract  for  fuch 
quantities  of  beef  and  pork  as  may  be  thought  proper  by 
the  general,  and  have  the  fame  falted  up  in  convenient 
houfes  near  the  camp,  according  to  his  fcheme  recom* 
mended  by  the  general  to  the  coniideration  of  the  Con* 
grefs. 

Refolvzd,  That  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  be  immediately  fent  to  the  pay  mafter  general, 
for  the  uie  of  the  army  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay.  Re* 
folved,  that  the  committee  who  are  appointed  to  repair 
to  the  camp  be  requefted  to  take  the  charge  of  the  above 
fum,  or  as  much  of  it  as  they  conveniently  can. 

Refolvcd,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  camp  do  confer  with  Mr.  Rittenhoufe,  and  en- 
quire ot  him  whether  he  apprehends  he  can  be  of  fervice 
to  the  continent  as  an  engineer,  and  if  he  can  to  engage 
him  and  defire  he  would  with  all  convenient  fpeed  re- 
pair to  the  camp, 

Refolvci 
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Refolvcd,  That  this  Congrefs  will  to  morrow  refolve 
itfeH  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  confi* 
deration  the  (late  of  the  trade  of  the  colonies. 

Report  was  made  to  Congrefs  on  the  4th  OSober, 
by  two  members  who  undertook  to  receive  and  count 
the  money,  for  which  an  order  pafled  yeflerday,  to  be  fent 
to  the  pay  matter  general ;  that  they  found  only  189,467 
dolls,  ready  in  the  treafury  which  they  received  and  have 
packed  up  ready  to  be  fent  forward,  for  which  they  gave 
their  own  receipts,  and  now  return  the  order  drawn  by 
the  prefident. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Congrefs  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  Mate  of  the  trade  of  the  thirteen  united 
colonies,  and  after  fome  time  fpent  therein,  the  prefi- 
dent refumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ward,  reported,  that 
the  committee  had  taken  into  confideration  the  matter 
referred  to  them,  but  not  having  comefo  any  refolution, 
defired  leave  to  fit  again.  Rejolved,  that  thisCongrefs  will 
to  morrow  refolve  itfeltinto  a  cemmittee  or  the  whole 
to  take  into  further  confideration  the  flate  of  the  trade  of 
jlhe  thirteen  united  colonies. 


Head  Quarters,  4M   Oblober,  1775, 

Parole  Orford,  Countersign  Pittjburgh* 

The  general  approves  the  fentence  of  the  general 
court  martial,  inferted  in  yeflerday  *s  order*,  and  directs 
that  enfign  Proctor,  be  mulcled  one  months  pay  ;  and 
the  prifoner  John  Gallop  of  capt.  Watkins's  company 


0i  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  a.  d.  i775; 

in  col.  Patterfon's  regiment,  punifhed  with  fifteen  lafh- 
eson  the  bare  back,  at  the  time  and  place,  the  col.  of 
the  regiment  (hall  think  proper,  and  ths  value  of  the 
gun  Hopped  out  of  the  prifoners  pay. 


Head  Quarters,  §th  October,  1775. 

Parole  Quebec,  Countersign  Roxborough* 

Lieutenant  Zachariah  Walker,  tried  at  a  general 
court  martial  whereof  col.  Varnum,  was  prefident  for 
cowardice  in  the  action  upon  Bunker's  hill,  the  17th 
Junelaft.  The  court  on  confideration  of  the  evidence 
are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  prifoner  is  not  guii- 
ly  of  the  charge  againft  him*  The  general  commands 
the  prifoner  to  be  inuantly  releafed. 


To  John  Hancock,  Ef autre  Prefiient  oj  Congrefs* 
Camp  at  Cambridge,  OElober  $th,  1775. 
SIR, 

I  was  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  twenty 
fixtb  ultimo,  late  the  night  before  lad  ;  and  a  meeting  ot 
the  general  officers  having  been  called  upon  a  bufinefs 
which  will  make  a  confiderable  part  of  this  letter,  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  them  thofe  parts 
of  yours  which  refpe&  the  continuance  and  new  model- 
ling ol  the  army,  the  fuel,  clothing,  and  other  prepara- 
tions 


* 
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tions  for  the  enfuing  winter.  They  have  taken  two  or 
three  days  toconfider  ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  am  poffeffe  1  >f 
their  opinions,  I  (hall  loofe  no  time  in  tranf  nitcing  the 
refult,  not  only  on  the  above  fubjewts,  but  the  nu:nb?r 
of  troops  neceffary  to  be  kept  up. 

I  have  alfo  directed  the  commiffary  general  and  the 
quarter  matter  general  to  prepare  eftimates  of  the  ex- 
penfe  of  their  departments  for  a  certain  given  number 
of  men,  from  which  a  judgement  may  be  made,  when 
the  number  of  men  to  be  kept  in  pay  is  determined  :— 
all  which  1  (hall  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  lay  before  the 
Congrefs  as  Toon  as  they  are  ready. 

I  have  now  a  painful  though  a  neceflfary  duty  to 
perform,  refpefting  Dr.  Chujjyi,  director  general  of  the 
hofpital.  About  a  week  a^  Mr.  Secretary  Ward, 
of  Providence,  fent  up  to  me  one  Wainwood,  an  inha- 
bitant of  New- Port,  with  a  letter  dire&ed  to  major  Cane, 
in  Bofton,  in  occult  characters,  which  hefaid  had  been 
left  with  Wainwood,  fome  time  ago,  by  a  woman  who 
was  kept  by  Dr.  Church.  She  had  before  prefled 
Wainwood  to  take  her  to  captain  Wallace,  Mr.  Dudley 
the  colledor,  or  George  Rome ;  which  he  declined. 
She  then  gave  him  the  letter,  with  a  ftri&  charge  to  de- 
liver it  to  either  of  thofe  gentlemen.  He  fufpe&ing 
fome  improper  correfpondence,  kept  the  letter  and  af* 
ter  fome  time  opened  it  ;  but  not  being  able  to  read  it, 
laid  it  up,  where  it  remained  until  he  received  an  ob- 
fcure  letter  from  the  woman,  exprefling  an  anxiety  af- 
ter the  original  letter.  He  then  communicated  the 
whole  matter  to  Mr.  Ward,  who  fent  him  up  with  the 

Vol.  I.  Cccc  paper* 
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papers  to  me.  I  immediately  fecured  the  woman  : 
but  for  a  long  time  (be  was  proof  agiinlt  every  threat 
and  perfuafion  to  difcover  the  author.  However  at 
length  fhe  was  brought  10  a  confeflion,  and  named  Dr. 
Church.  I  then  immediately  fecured  him  and  all  his 
papers.  Upon  his  firft  examination,  he  readily  acknow- 
ledged the  letter,  faid  it  was  defigned  for  his  brother 
Fleming,  and  when  deciphered,  would  be  found  to 
contain  nothing  criminal.  He  acknowledged  his  never 
having  communicated  the  correfpondence  to  any  per- 
fon  here  but  the  girl,  and  made  many  protections  of 
the  purity  of  his  intentions.  Having  found  a  perfon  ca- 
pable of  deciphering  the  letter,  I  in  the  mean  time  had 
all  his  papers  feaiched,  bj&^ound  nothing  criminal  a- 
mong  them  :  but  it  appeared  on  inquiiy,  that  a  confi- 
dent had  been  among  the  papers  before  my  meflenger 
arrived.  I  then  called  the  general  officers  together  for 
their  advice,  the  refult  of  which  you  will  find  in  thein- 
clofure,  No.  1.  The  deciphered  letter  is  the  inclofure 
No.  2.  The  army  and  country  are  exceedingly  irri- 
tated :  and  upon  a  free  difcuflion  of  the  nature,  circum- 
ftances,  and  confequence  of  this  matter,  it  has  been  u- 
naramouflv  agreed  to  lay  it  before  the  honourable  Con- 
grefs  for  their  fpecial  advice  and  direction  ;  at  the  fame 
time  fuggellirig  to  their  consideration,  whether  an  alter- 
ation of  the  twenty  ^eighth  article  of  war  may  not  be  ne« 
ceffary* 

As  I  (hall  referve  all  further  remarks  upon  the  ilate 
cf  the  army  till  my  next,  I  (hall  now    beg   leave  to  re« 
quell  the  determination    of  Congu's,  as  to  the  proper-* 
ty  and  difpoialof  fuch  v&lfels  and  cargoes  as  are  defign- 
ed 
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ed  for  the  fupply  of  the  enemy,  and  may  fall  into  our 
hands.  There  has  been  an  event  of  this  kind  at  Ports- 
mouth, (as  by  the  inclofure  No.  3.)  in  which  I  have  di- 
rected the  cargo  to  be  brought  hither  for  the  ufe  o*  the 
army,  referving  the  fettlement  of  any  claims  of  capture 
to  the  decifion  of  Congrefs. 

As  there  are  many  unfortunate  individuals  whofe 
property  has  been  confifcated  by  the  enemy,  I  would 
humbly  fugged  to  the  conGderation  ot  Congrefs  the 
humanity  of  applying,  in  part  or  in  the  whole,  fu:li 
captures  to  the  relief  of  thofe  fufferers,  after  compenfa- 
ting  any  expenfe  of  the  captors,  and  for  their  a^ivity 
and  fpirit.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  requeft  this  de- 
termination may  be  fpeedy,  $s  I  have  directed  three 
veffels  tobeequipped  in  order  to  cut  off  the  fupplies; 
and  from  the  number  of  veffels  houly  arriving,  it  may 
become  an  objefr  ot  fomc  importance.  In  the  difpofal 
of  thefe  captures,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers 
and  men,  I  have  allowed  them  one  third  of  the  cargoes 
except  military  ftores,  which,  with  the  veffels,  are  to  bs 
referved  for  the  public  ufe.  I  hope  my  plan  as  well  as 
the  execution,  will  be  favoured  with  the  approbation  of 
Congrefs. 

One  Mr.  Fifk,  an  intelligent  perfon,  came  out  of 
Bofton  on  the  third  in  ft.  and  gives  us  the  following 
advices:— that  a  fleet,  confiding  of  a  fixty  four,  and 
twenty  gun  fhip,  two  (loops  of  eighteen  guns,  and  two 
tranfports  with  fix  hundred  men,  were  to  fail  from  Bof« 
ton  as  yeflerday  ;  that  they  took  on  board  two  mortars, 
four  howitzers,  and  other    artillery  calculated   tor   tie 

bom- 
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bombardment  of  a  town  ;— their  deflination  was  kept  a 
profound  fecret ; — that  an  exprefs  floop  of  war,  which 
left  England  the  eighth  of  Auguft,   arrived   four  days 
ago  ; — that  general  Gage  is  recalled    and  laft  Sunday 
refignedhis  command  to  general  Howe;— —that  lord 
Percy,  colonel  Smith,  and  other  officers   who  were  at 
Lexington,    are  ordered   home  with    Gage  :   that   fix 
mips  of  the  line  and  two  cutters  were  coming  out  under 
fir  Peter  Dennis  ;— that  five  regiments  and  a  thoufand 
marines  are  ordered  out,  and  may  be  expected  in  three 
or  four  weeks  ;...,no  profpect  of  accommodation,  but 
the  miniQry  determined  to  pufh  the  war  to  the  utmoft. 

I  have  an  exprefs  from  col.  Arnold,  and  herewith 
fend  a  copy  of  his  letter  and  an  incloture,  N0.4,  and  5. 
I  am  hapyy  in  finding  he  meets  with  no  discourage- 
ment. The  claim  of  the  rifle  officers,  to  be  indepen- 
dent of  all  the  fuperior  officers  except  colonel  Arnold, 
is  without  any  countenance  or  authority  from  me,  as  I 
have  fignified  in  my  laft  difpatch  both  to  colonel  Ar. 
»old  and  captain  Morgan.  The  captain  of  the  brig 
from  Quebec  for  Bofton  informs  me  that  there  is  no 
fufpicion  of  any  luch  expedition  ;  and  that,  if  Carleton 
is  not  drove  from  St.  John's,  fo  as  to  be  obliged  to 
throw  himfelt  into  Quebec,  it  muft  fall  into  our  hands, 
as  it  is  left  without  a  regular  foldier,  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  are  moft  favourably  difpofed  to  the  Ameri- 
can caufe; and  that  there  is  the  largeft  (lock  of  am- 
munition ever  colle&ed  in  America. 

In  the  above  veffei  fome   letters  were   alfo    found, 
from  an  officer  at  Quebec,  to  general  Gage   and   major 

Sheriff 
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Sheriff  at  Bofton,  containing  fuch  an  account  of  th* 
temper  of  the  Canadians,  as  cannot  but  afford  the  high- 
eft  fatisfa&ion.  I  have  thought  it  bed  to  forward 
them  :  they  are  the  inclofures,No.  6  and  7, 

I  am  with  the  greatefl  refpe&,  &c. 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

The  continental  Congrefs  on  the  5th  O&ober, 
Rcflved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepaie  a  plan  for  intercepting  two  veflels  which  are  on 
their  way  to  Canada,  laden  with  arms  and  powder,  and 
that  the  committee  proceed  on  this  buunefs  immedi- 
ately. 

The  committee   appointed   to  prepare  a  plan   for 
intercepting  the  two  veflels  bound  to    Canada,  brought 
in  a  report  which  was  taken  into  confideration ;    where- 
upon. Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  fent  to  general  Wafh- 
ington  to  inform   him.  that   Congrefs   having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  the  failing  of  two   north  country 
built  brigs,  ot  no  force,  from  England,  on  the   nth  of 
Augufl  laft,  loaded  with  arms,  powder,  and  other  (lores, 
for  Quebec ,  without  convoy,  which  it  being  of  importance 
to  intercept,  defire  that  he  apply  to  the  council  of  Maf- 
fachufetts-Bay  for  the  two  armed  veflels  in  their  fervice, 
and  difpatch  the  fame,  with  a  fufficient  number  of  peo- 
ple, (lores  &c,  particularly  a  number  of  oars,  in  order, 
if  poflible,  to  intercept  the  laid  two  brigs  and  their  car- 
goes, and  fecure  the  fame  for  the  ufe  of   the  Continent  ; 
alfo  any  other  tranfports  laden  with  ammunition,  cloth- 
ing,  or  other   (lores,  for   the  ufe   of  the    miniflerial 

army 
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army  or  navy  in  America,  and  fscure  them  in  the  mo  ft 
convenient  places  for  the  purpofe  above  mentioned; 
ha  t  he  give  the  commander  or  commanders  fuch  in- 
ftru&ions  as  are  neceffary,  as  alfo  proper  encouragement 
to  the  marines  and  feamen,  that  lhall  be  fent  on  this  en- 
terprize,  which  inftru&ions  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
commander  or  commanders  fealed  up,  with  orders  not 
to  open  the  fame  until  out  of  fighc  of  land,  on  account 
of  fecre  fy. 

That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  faid  honourable 
council  to  put  the  faid  veflels  under  the  generals  com- 
mand and  dtre&ion,  and  to  furni  h  him  inftantly  with 
every  neceffary  in  their  power,  at  the  expence  of  the 
continent.  That  the  general  be  directed  to  employ 
the  faid  veflels  and  others,  if  he  judge  neceffary,  to  tU 
feci  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  that  he  be  informed 
that  the  Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecticut  veflels  of  force 
will  be  fent  direclly  to  their  afli fiance.  That  a  letter 
be  wrote  to  governor  Coake,  informing  him  of  the  a* 
bove,  defiring  him  to  difpatch  one  or  both  the  armed 
veflels  of  the  colony  of  Rhode  Ifland  on  the  fame  fer- 
vice,  and  that  he  ufe  the  precautions  above  mentioned. 
-—That  a  letter  be  written  t.>  governor  Trumbull,  re- 
queuing of  him  the  largefl  veffel  in  the  fervice  of  the 
colony  of  Conne£iicut  to  be  fent  on  the  enterprize  a- 
forefaid,  acquainting  him  with  the  above  particulars, 
and  recommending  the  fame  precautions. — That  the 
faid  fhips  and  veflels  of  war  be  on  the  continental 
rifque  and  pay  during  their  being  fo  employed. — Refolv* 
ed,  That  Timothy  Matiack  of  this  city  be  employed  as 

a  ftore 
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a  (loic  keeper,  and  that  the  implements  provided  for 
the  HuiFars,  and  the  tents  and  linen,  &c.  purchafedfor 
the  army  be  put  under  his  care. 

The  continental  Congrefs  on  the  6th  October,  Re* 

folved,  That  orders  iflue  to   the   continental  treafurers, 

to  collect  for  continental  bills  a  quantity  of  (ilver  and 

gold,  not  exceeding  53,200  dollars  in  value,  for  the  ufe 

oi  the  army  in  Canada. 

Refolvcd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral 
provincial  affemblies  or  conventions,  and  councils  or 
committees  of  fafety,  to  arreit  and  fecure  every  perfon 
in  their  reipective  colonies,  whofe  going  at  large  may  in 
their  opinion  endanger  the  fafety  of  the  colony,  or  the 

libeities  of  America. -Ordered,    That    an  authentic 

copy  otthe  lail  refoive  be  iranfcnitted  by  the  delegates 
to  proper  perfons  in  their  refpe&ive  colonies. 

JZefoived,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  im- 
portation of  powder  be  directed  to  export  agreeable  to 
the  continental  alfociation,  as  much  pro  virions  or  other 
produce  of  tfaefe  colonies,  as  they  (hall  judge  expedient 
for  the  pur  chafe  oi  arms  and  ammunition. 


Head  Quarters,  6th  OBober  1775. 
Parole  Stockbridge,  Countersign  Talbot. 

The  Continental  Congrefs  on  the  jth    October,  agreed  U 

thejoltcxLiiig  : 

That  the  provincial  convention  of  New  York,  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  render  Hudfon  s  river  defensible, 

that 
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that  in  doing  this  they  be  particularly  attentive  to  form 
fuch  works  as  may  be  finifhed  before  the  winter  lets  in; 
as  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  auy  (tone  work  can  be 
properly  made  at  this  advanced  feafon,  it  is  fub  mtted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  faid  convention  whether  it 
could  not  be  more  cheaply  and  expeditiously  do  -e  by 
works  of  wood  and  fafcines.  It  they  fhould  think  o- 
therwife,  that  they  be  dire&ed  to  go  on  with  the  work 
in  the  way  which  they  think  bed,  fmce  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  Congrei "s  that  the  work  ihould  by  no  means  be 
neglected.  But  if  the  work  be  already  began  on  the 
plan  fent  us,  that  they  render  fuch  parts  as  can  be  firft 
finifhed  defenfible,  fo  that  the  labour]  be  not  thrown  a- 
way,if  an  attack  Ihould  be  made  before  the  whole  can 
be  finifhed. 

That  the  convention  be  directed  to  enquire  whether 
there  aire  not  fome  other  places  where  frnail  batteries 
might  be  ene&ed  fo  as  to  annoy  the  enemy  on  their 
paffage,  particularly,  a  few  heavy  canaon  at  or  near 
Moore's  houfe  and  at  a  point  on  the  weft  fhore,  a  little 
above  Verplank's  point.  ——That  it  be  recommended 
to  faid  convention  toeftablifti  at  proper  diftrmces,  pofts 
to  be  ready  to  give  intelligence  to  the  country,  m  cafe 
of  any  invafion,  or  by  fignals  to  give  alarms  in  cafe  of 
danger,  and  that  they  confer  with  the  affeoibly  of  Can- 
ne&icut,  and  convention  of  New  Jerfey,  on  the  fpeedi- 
eft  manner  of  conveying  intelligence  in  fuch  cafes,  and 
receiving  afliuance  when  neceffary. — That  the  conven- 
tion  be  farther  direaed  to  take  the  moft  effeauai  meth- 
od to  obftiuathe  navigation  of  the   faid  river,  if  upon 

examination  they  find  it  practicable. 

Refolvei 
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Refolved,  That  orders  be  fent  to  general  Wioler, 
in  cafe  he  has  no  orders  to  the  contrary  from  general 
Schuyler,  that  h?  immediately  return  to  the  batteries 
«re&ing  in  the  highlands,  and  there  leave  as  miny  of 
his  troops,  as  the  conductors  of  the  work  (hall  think 
neccflTny  for  co.np'eating  them,  and  that  he  repair  with 
the  remainder  to  New  Yoik. 

Ordered,  That  the  prefiient  draw  on  the  treafurers 
in  favour  of  Francis  Lewis,  John  Alfop,  Thorn  is 
Willing,  Silas  Daane,  and  John  Langdon,  Enquires  ; 
for  che  fum  of  five  thou  fan  d  pounds  fterling,  to  pay  for 
the  goodi  the/  were  ordered  to  purchafe  for  the  ufe  of 
the  continental  army. 


j$  member  from  Pennsylvania  laid  before  the  Congrefs  a 
refolve  pajjed  in  the  houft  of  assembly ,  in  theft  words  : 

"  In  Afjembly,  September  2,0th,  1775. 

The  houfe  taking  into  consideration  the  feveral  let- 
ters fent  down  yellerday  by  the  governor,  acquainting 
him  with  the  intrufion  of  a  number  or  people  into  this 
province,  under  a  pretendel  claim  of  the  colony  of 
Conne&icut,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  people 
of  this  province. 

Refolved,  That  the  delegates  for  this  province  be 
fpecially  directed  to  lay  the  tame  before  the  Congrefs, 
with  the  mifchievous  tendency  tne  purfuing  fuch  mea- 
fures  will  have,  and  procure  the  aid  of  that  affemhly 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  province, 

Vol.  I.  Dddd  and 
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and  prevent  further  intrufion  or  extenGon  of  fettlements 
under  the  laid  claim,  until  the  matter  (hall  be  determin- 
ed by  the  king  and  council,  to  whom  both  fides  have 
fubmitted  the  difpute. 

ExtraB  Jrom  the  Journals 

CHARLES   MOORE,  Clerk  of  Assembly:' 

Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  delegates 
for  Connecticut  and  Penn(ylvania,  who  are  defiied  to 
report  thereon  on  Monday  next. 


Head  Quarters,  Otlober  yth,  1775. 

Parole  Uxbridge,  Counterjign  Wiltiamsburgh. 

Lieut,  col.  Abljah  Brown;  tryed  at  a  late  general 
court  martial  whereof  col.  Hitchcock  was  pre&dent;  for 
endeavouring  to  defraud  the  continent  in  muflering 
two  foldiers  whom  he  at  the  fame  time  employed  in 
woiking  upon  his  farm.  The  court  having  duly  con- 
fidered  the  evidence,  are  of  opinion,  that  lieut.  colonel 
Brown,  is  not  guilty  of  any  fraud  in  endeavouring  to 
have  Harrington,  and  Clark,  muflered  in  the  manner 
he  did  ;  but  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  colonel  Brown 
is  guilty  of  employing  Harrington  for  14  days,  and 
Clark  for  18  days,  out  of  camp  upon  his  own  buGnefs  ; 
yet  are  inclined  to  think  it  was  done  rather  through 
ignorance,  than  a  fradulent  intent ;  and  therefore  ad- 
judge 
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judge  that  he  be  fined  four  pounds  lawful  money  for 
the  faid  offence.— -The  general  orders  lieut.  col.  Brown, 
to  be  releafe  1  as  foon  as  he  has  piid  his  fine  to  Drj 
Forfter  director  of  the  hofpiral,  who  will  apply  it  to  the 
ufeof  the  fick  in  the  general  hospital  under  his  care.  The 
genera]  hopes  the  ftigma,  fixed  on  heut.  col.  Brown  by 
the  above  fcntence,  will  be  a  fufficient  warning  to  all  of- 
ficers not  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  offence,  efpecially,  as 
the  general  is  confident  no  general  court  manial  will 
for  the  future,  admit  a  plea  of  ignorance,  in  excufeof  fo 
atrocious  a  crime. 

His  excellency  governor  Trumbull's  commiflion  be- 
ing produced  to  the  commander  in  chief,  by  Thomas 
Dyer,  Efq.  appointed  him  the  faid  Dyer  to  be  a  capt. 
in  the  34th  regiment  of  foot,  which  regiment  was  raifed 
in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  officers  commif* 
(ioned  by  the  legiflative  authority  thereof.  The  gen- 
eral orders  Thomas  Dyer,  Efq.  immediately  to  join  his 
company,  to  be  received  into  the  faid  regiment  as  a  capU 
and  to  be  obeyed  as  fuch. 

The  general  court  martial  of  which  col.  Hitchcock 
%vas  prefident  is  ddfolved. 

Capt.  Wallace  in  the  Rofe  man  of  war,  and  two 
tenders,  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  September,  com- 
menced a  firing  upon  Stonington,  in  Connecticut,  clofe 
in  with  the  found.  Two  men  were  killed,  the  houfes 
{lores  &c.  greatly  fhattered.  They  carried  off  a  fchoon- 
cr  loaded  with  molalie^,  and  two  frnall  floops.  Tne 
firing  was  brought  on  by  a  veffel,  capt.  Wallace  was 
chatting,  which  efcaped  and  iecurediuelf  in  the  harbour 
of  the  town.  The  men  of  war  and  tranlports  at  New- 
port 
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port,  by  their  movements  canted  a  fufpicbn,  th*t  there 
was  an  intention  of  taking  off  frona  the  farms,  ia  the 
fouth  paito*  R  ole  ifland  fom?  live  ftock.  In  the 
evening  of  Otiober  2d,  a  number  of  perfons  we.it  doira 

and  brought  off  about  0112  thoufand  (beep,  aid  fifty 
head  oi  cattle.  The  (hips  on  the  next  day  and  f  blow- 
ing one  took  off  a  quantity  from  the  two  farms,  wnere 
it  was  fuppoied  they  were  collect  i  for  the  ufe 
offupplying  the  Britifh  troops  at  Bollon.  On  the  5th 
OUober  three  hundred  minute  men  arrived,  marched 
to  the  fpot,  and  took  off  the  remaining  cattle,  fheep,  hogs 
and  poultry,  though  fired  upon  by  the  fhips  whicn  lay 
within  gun  (hot.  The  interpolition  of  the  minute  men 
fubje&ed  the  to  vn  to  threats  of  being  cannonaded  by 
the  men  of  war;  which  caufed  miny  of  the  inhabitants 
to  move  their  effe&s.  On  the  7th  of  O  iober,  the 
ihips  weighed  anchor,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Bnftoi 
and  demanded  three  hundred  fheep,  which  not  bei  ig 
cornphed  with,  they  beg^n  a  heavy  fire  on  ths  town, 
which  commenced  between  eighi  and  nine  o'clock,  P. 
M.  and  which  continued  upwards  of  an  hour.  The 
women  and  children  in  great  diltrefs  an  i  fear  left  their 
habitations  (daik  and  rai  ay  as  it  was)  md  wenc  in  the 
adjacent  country  to  feefe  tor  ihelter.  A  com  nittee 
went  on  boaid  between  nine  and  ten  o'ciock,  and  pur- 
chaled  peace  and  tue  fafety  oi  the  town  at  the  expence 
oi  forty  lheep. 

A  cuujicd  of  war  on  the  8th  of  O  }ober,  unani- 
mocdy  agreed,  that  the  men  to  be  raiiea  for  the  future 
American  army,  ihonld  be  engaged  to  the  fira  of  De« 
eember  ij76t  uul  li  actuary  to  be  diichar^ei  fooner. 

Jriead 
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Head-Quarters,  Zth  Oftober,  1775. 
parole  Yarmouth,  Countersign  Amboy. 

For  the  future  the  adjutant  general,   will   fend  the 
parole  and  counterfign,  under  a   iealed  cover,    by    the 
orderly  adjutant  at  head  quarters,  to  the  majors  of  brU 
gade,  Scammel!,  Box,  Cary,  and  Henley  ;   they  at  gun 
firing  in  the  evening,  and  not    before  ;  are    to  deliver 
the  parole  and  couLterfign,  to  the   adjutants    ot  their 
refpective  brigades  j  the  adjutants  are    firit  to  deliver 
the    parole  and   counteiuvn,    to  the   officeis   of   the 
advanced  guards,  then   to    the  officer   of  every  guard, 
in   and  about   the    camp  ;  and    then  to    their  con. 
manding    officers    and  corps.       The    Roxbury    ad- 
jutant, will  receive  every  day  at  orderly  time,  the  parole 
and   counterfign,  in  a  fealed  cover  dire&ed  to  the  com- 
manding general  atRoxbury,  who  will  obferve  the  fame 
Older  and  tiaje  of  delrvering  them  to  officers  in  h  s  en- 
campment as  is  directed  to  be  done  here. 

A  general  court  martial  to  fet  to  morrow,  to  try  fuck 
prifoners  as  fhall  be  brought  before  them.  Colonel 

Bridge  prefident. 

Head-Quarters,  gth  October,  1775. 
Parole  Bedjoy  d,  Countersign  Ccrk. 

It  any  Ne^roe  is  found  firaggling,  after  taptoo  beat- 
ing about  the  camp,  or  abouu  any  ot  the  roads  or  villa- 
ges near  the  encamp. nents  at  Roxbury  or  Cambridge  ; 
they  are  to  be  feizedand  corniced  until  fuarife,  in  the 
guard  next  to  the  pLce  where  luch  Nt^roe  is  taken  up. 
On  the  9'h  O&ober,  a  letter  from  jofeph  Trum- 
bull, comtuiilaiy  general,  dated  September  23d,  1775, 
Wiis  read  in  Congrefs,  dcuring  that  £500  lawful  money, 

1666 
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j  666  dolls,  and  two  thirds  be  paid  to  Mr.  Tracy,  for 
money  by  him  advanced  to  colonel  Arnold,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  continent,  and  that  the  fame   be   charged    to    his 

account. Ordered,  That  the  prefident  draw  on  the 

treafurers  for  the  above  fum  in  favour  of  Mr.  Tracy, 
and  that  the  fame  be  charged  as  above. 

A  letter  from  general  Schuyler  dated    the    1 9th  of 
September,  with  one  enclofed  from  general    Montgo- 
mery, and  fundry  other  papers  were    read  :      Refohed, 
That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to  take 
the  fame  into  confederation,  and  report  an  anfwer. 

R?foivedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the    conven- 
tion of  New  Jerfey,  that  they  immediately  raife   at   the 
expenee  of  the  continent  two   battalions,   confifting    of 
eight  companies  each,  and  each  company  of  fixty  eight 
privates,  officered  with  one  captain,  one  lieuteaaat,  one 
enfign,  four  ferjcants,  and    four  corporals.     That   the 
privates  be  inhfted  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  five  dol- 
lars per  calender   month  liable  to  be  discharged    at  any 
time  on  allowing  them  one  month's  pay  extraordinary. 
That  each  of  the  privates  be  allowed  inftead  of  a  boun- 
ty, one  fell  hat,  a  pair  of   yarn  (lockings,   and  a  pair  of 
fhor s ;  the  men    to  find    thdr    own  arms.     That  the 
pay  of  the   officers,  for   the    prefent,    be  the   fame  as 
that    of  the   officers  in  the  prefent  continental   army, 
and    in   cafe  the    pay    of  the    officers  in  the    army   is 
augmented,   the  pay  of  the  officers    in  thefe  battallions 
fhall  in  like  manner  be  augmented  from  the  time  of  their 
engaging  in  the  ftrvice. 

EXD  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


ERRATA, 

N,  B.  fb.)  Signifies, J rom  the  bottom  of the  Page. 

Page  13  last  line  read,  late  law  s. 
.         24  'ine  4,  for  act,  read  acts. 

.  26  line  5,  fb)  for  the  only  illegal  ground,  read  the  only  alledged   ground. 

— —  34  lastline,  for  this  country  do  recomrnend,  read  this  county  do  recommend 

35  line  4,  for  this  country  is  obstinate,  read  this  county  is  obstinate. 

35  fine  16,  for  this  country  and  province,  read  this  county  and  province. 

35  line  3  fbj  for  this  country  we  do  recommend    read  this  county  we  do 

recommend. 

h 36  line  14,  fb)  for  and  rais  the  spirits,  read  and  raised  the  spirits. 

72  line  9,  (b  )  for  oppression  read  opposition. 

— — 110  line  14,  for  pernicious  ead  pertinacious. 
- 1 14  line  15  for  matters  read  masters 

. 115  linel,  for  courts  impowered,  read  courts  are  impowered. 

. 160  line  4    for,  9th,   read  19th. 

. -231  line  2,  for  collected,  and  were  ordered,  read  collected  we  were  ordered. 

2*6  line  5,  fb)  for  commons,  read  commoners. 

. 286  line  11,  for  eighty  read  eight. 

.■    -330  line  12,  fb  )  for  presented  by,  read  presented  to. 

. 345  line  16,  for  could,  read  would. 

361  line  13,  for  awaken,  read  weaken. 

367  line  12,  fb  J  for  retain  in  those,  read  retain  those 

-413  line  4,  [b)  for  pounds  read  rounds. 

430  line  9,  for  to,  read  of. 

— — 444  line  3,  for  designing,  read  deigning. 

444  line  8,  (b)  for  to  whom,  read  to  those  to  whom. 

491  line  4,  for  three  o'clock,  landed  there  with  about  two  hundred,  read  two 

o'clock  landed  there  with  about  three  hundred. 
—563  line  10,  (6)  for  each  officer,  read  each  staff  officer. 
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